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PREFACE. 


Though  it  be  the  boast  of  science  to  generalise, 
and  by  means  of  so  doing  to  reach  those  elevated 
points  which  command  extended  and  enlarged 
views,  both  in  the  natural  and  moral  world,  yet  if 
man  is  to  have  a  care  for  his  fellow-men,  and  if  all 
be  members  of  one  body,  and  interested  in  each 
other's  welfiire,  as  must  be  especially  the  case  in 
the  household  of  faith,  we  should  be  cautious 
that,  while  ascending  to  such  high  realms  of 
thought  and  knowledge,  we  leave  not  the  humbler 
and  less  instructed  classes  of  our  brethren  too  far 
behind  us,  and  so  sever  the  society  and  fellowship 
by  which  we  acknowledge  ourselves  to  be  bound 
together.  This  principle  the  writer  of  the  follow- 
ing little  work  would  beg  any  who  may  become 
readers  of  it  to  keep  in  mind,  lest  it  should  appear 
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either  in  itself  childish  and  trifling,  or  for  any 
such  reasons  derogatory  to  the  solemn  subjects 
of  which  it  treats. 

It  may  be  an  easy,  nay  a  pleasing  task  for  the 
mind  which  has  often  travelled  through  the  pages 
of  ancient  history,  and  explored  its  treasures  and 
its  venerable  records,  to  supply  from  memory 
instances  and  incidents  illustrative  of  every  general 
remark  contained  in  any  brief  summary  of  past 
events ;  but  it  is  not  so  easy,  even  if  possible,  for 
the  simple  and  the  uninstructed  to  fill  up  the  out- 
line and  general  sketch  of  the  past,  nor  to  summon 
up  from  the  stores  of  recollection  or  imagination 
the  figures  and  details  which  are  necessary  to  make 
the  picture  an  adequate  representation  of  what  it 
professes  to  pourtray.  Por  their  sake  the  process 
by  which  the  historian  has  condensed  his  descrip- 
tion, and  circumscribed  his  matter  within  narrow 
bounds,  must  be  reversed ;  and  in  dealing  with  the 
materials  so  preserved,  we  must  individualise  if  we 
would  bring  them  to  a  level  with  the  comprehen- 
sion and  powers  of  less  disciplined  and  less  edu- 
cated minds. 

This  the  author  has  endeavoured  to  do  (with 
what  success  it  must  be  for  others  to  judge)  in 
the  instance  of  the  sacred  historic  records  of  the 
first  fajl  and  destruction  of  Jerusalem.     It  has 
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been  liis  object  to  describe  in  detail  that,  and  that 
only,  which  has  been  recorded  in  a  brief  and  general 
manner  by  competent  historical  authority. 

The  sources  from  which  his  materials  have  been 
drawn  have  mainly  been,  as  it  might  naturally  be 
expected  on  such  a  subject — ^the  sacred  writings 
themselves — ^and  especially  those  of  the  prophet 
Jeremiah.  Besides  these,  the  writings  of  Josephus 
have  necessarily  been  applied  to  for  many  par- 
ticulars; and  in  doing  so  one  liberty  has  been 
taken  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  be  regarded  with 
severity.  It  is  that  some  few  particulars  have 
been  borrowed  from  the  Jewish  historian's  account 
of  the  second  fall  of  Jerusalem,  and  have  been 
made  applicable  to  its  former  siege,  and  destruction 
under  king  Zedekiah.  From  the  hints,  however, 
supplied  by  the  book  of  the  Lamentations  of 
Jeremiah,  and  from  the  general  similarity  of  cir- 
cumstances in  the  two  events,  the  writer  of  the 
present  little  work  firmly  believes  that  nothing 
has  been  exaggerated,  nothing  needlessly  added  for 
effect,  nor  anythiQg  too  highly  coloured. 

With  the  hope  therefore  that  the  contents  of  the 
following  pages  may  convey  none  but  true  impres- 
sions, and  that  such  impressions  may  produce 
their  due  effect  on  the  minds  of  some  among  his 
fellow-countrymen,  he  now  commits  the  result  of 
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his  eflforts  to  their  favourable  consideration — ^not 
without  an  earnest  prayer  to  the  throne  of  Ghrace, 
that  all  may  have  been  done  agreeably  to  the 
Divine  will — and  that  what  has  been  thus  done 
may  be  instrumental  in  checkiug,  if  ever  so  little, 
"  those  sins  which  are  the  reproach  of  any  people," 
and  in  promoting  in  our  own  favoured  land  "  that 
righteousness  which  exalteth  a  nation." 

The  author  wishes  it  to  be  particularly  observed 
that  iQ  the  permission  kiudly  granted  by  the 
Bishop  of  Oxford  for  the  dedication  as  above, 
nothing  more  is  implied  than  his  Lordship's 
approval  of  the  general  purport  of  the  work ;  but 
that  for  aU  the  details  the  author  himself  is  solely 
responsible. 

CoEPUS  Cheisti  College,  Oxfoed, 
Easter  Eve,  1848. 

p.S. — That  it  may  not  be  supposed  that  any- 
thing which  foUows  was  intended  m  reference  to 
recent  events,  the  author  begs  leave  to  say  that 
the  work  was  entirely  completed  by  the  autumn  of 
last  year,  and  that  nothing  beyond  mere  verbal 
corrections  and  alterations  have  since  been  made 
in  it. 
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*  The  quarter  of  Jerusalem  in  which  the  Jews  are  permitted 
to  reside,  is  the  lowest  and  most  disagreeable  part  of  the 
valley  of  the  Tyropseon,  between  that  part  of  Mount  Zion 
within  the  walls  and  Mount  Moriah.  At  the  base  of  the 
latter  is  an  ancient  wall  said  to  have  formed  a  portion  of  the 
Temple  of  Solomon ;  and  to  this  spot  many  of  the  Jews  re- 
pair on  their  Sabbaths  and  other  periods  set  apart  for 
devotion,  to  bewail  the  destruction  of  the  temple  and  city,  and 
the  dispersion  of  their  people.  Some  of  them  breathe  their 
prayers  and  wailings  through  the  apertures  between  the  stones 
of  this  ancient  wall.  Others  bring  their  children  to  this  sacred 
place  to  read  the  Scriptures  and  hear  the  traditions  and 
prophecies  of  the  restoration  of  the  Hebrew  nation. 
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CHAPTEE  I. 


**  I  know  not  with  what  feeling  others  may  read  the  aMc- 
tions,  overthrow,  slaughter,  and  dispersion  of  6od*s  ancient 
people,  His  only  Church  in  the  world,  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  barbarous  enemies,  with  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  one  part 
of  it,  and  the  suppression  and  bondage  of  the  (kher  ;  or  how 
they  may  reflect  upon  the  apparent  severity  of  His  judgment 
upon  His  own  adopted  people,  the  dishonour  of  His  name  among 
the  heathen,  or  the  afflicted  condition  of  His  upright  and  vir- 
tuous servants,  whose  faith  and  integrity  were  cast  upon  these 
times  of  perturbation  and  tried  in  the  furnace  ;  but  I  think  the 
impression  made  upon  serious  minds  in  a  review  of  this  scene 
of  things,  will  be  of  no  ordinary  sort,  nor  exempted  from  some 
degree  of  pain  and  amazement.'' — Discourses  on  Prophecy, 
by  John  Davison,  B.D.  Disc.  6,  part  3. 


CHAPTEE  I. 

**  For  thosei  the  race  of  Israel  oft  forsook 
Their  living  Strength,  and  unfrequented  left 
His  righteous  altar,  bowing  lowly  down 
To  bestial  gods ;  for  which  their  heads  as  low 
Bowed  down  in  battle,  sunk  before  the  spear 
Of  despicable  foes." 

Paradise  Lostj  Book  I. 

"  The  morning  is  again  breaking,"  said  Hadassah, 
as  she  raised  herself  from  her  sleepless  bed,  and 
observed  the  first  rays  of  daylight  beginning  to  steal 
through  the  lattices  of  her  chamber.  "  The  morn- 
ing is  breaking,  but  it  brings  with  it  no  comfort, 
no  cheering  sounds  or  sights  to  me.  The  same 
round  of  misery,  suspense,  and  uncertainty  is  again 
commencing.  As  former  days  have  been,  such, 
alas !  or  even  worse,  I  fear,  will  this  be  too.  Sleep 
on,  my  children,  while  ye  can.  To  my  eyes  sleep 
has  long  been  a  stranger ;  but  thanks  to  our  God 
who  denies  it  not  to  you.  Few  other  comforts  have 
ye  now — few  are  those  which  your  youthM  days 
are  likely  to  enjoy.  Pamine  and  the  sword  are  but 
ill  companions  for  your  tender  years — ^yea,  they 
b2 
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spare  not  either  the  aged  or  the  young.  Oh,  that 
such  anticipations  should  ever  find  room  in  my 
mind  concerning  those  whom  I  had  hoped  to  see 
growing  up  around  me  in  health,  abundance,  and 
happiness ! — ^that  I  should  now  have  to  picture  to 
myself  such  melancholy  forebodings  of  pining  hun- 
ger and  cruel  slaughter ! — or  if  even  these  be  es- 
caped, yet  then  the  prospect  of  being  dragged  as 
slaves  from  our  country  and  our  home  to  a  foreign 
land !  Alas  !  alas !  the  future  is,  if  possible,  more 
wretched  than  the  present.  Oh,  my  unhappy 
country,  why  is  this  affliction  sent  upon  thee? 
Thy  cities  besieged,  thy  fair  hills  and  valleys  laid 
waste  by  the  destroyer — ^thy  vineyards  and  groves 
plundered  and  hewn  down  by  foreign  foes — ^those 
much-loved  scenes  of  my  childhood,  where  so  many 
happy  hours  have  been  spent,  aU  now  desolate  and 
in  ruins — ^the  sacred  city  itself,  alas !  now  tremb- 
ling for  its  safety — ^the  last  retreat  and  fortress  of 
our  hopes  already  falling,  with  us  its  helpless  in- 
habitants, before  the  invader's  hostile  efforts !  Can 
it  indeed  be  that  our  G-qd,  who  has  defended  us 
through  so  many  dangers,  and  rescued  our  nation 
BO  often,  should  at  length  allow  His  chosen  city, 
His  people.  His  very  temple,  the  glory  of  aU  the 
earth,  to  be  given  over  to  the  spoiler  ?  Forbid  it 
gracious  Heaven !  Forbid  it  most  holy  God,  and 
hear  the  prayer  of  one,  who,  though  herself  un- 
worthy of  the  least  of  Thy  mercies,  yet  will  not 
cease  to  entreat  that,  in  this  hour  of  our  affliction, 
Thou  wilt  once  more  interpose  Thy  gracious  arm, 
and  wilt  shield  from  destruction  ourselves  and  our 
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little  ones,  our  ancient,  sacred  city,  and  Thine  own 
most  holy  temple." 

As  Hadassah  was  just  concluding  her  sad  soli- 
loquy, a  familiar  sound  reached  her  ears  through 
the  open  lattice.  It  was  the  voice  of  the  watchman 
jfrom  the  highest  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  proclaim- 
ing, as  usual,  the  return  of  daylight.  "  Light ! 
light !"  cried  the  clear  and  powerful  voice  of  the 
herald — "  light  even  unto  Hebron !"  And  in  the 
stillness  of  the  early  mom  the  sound  was  wafted 
far  around  like  the  silvery  tones  of  a  bell  from  some 
beacon  or  hiQ  top.  At  that  signal  the  morning 
sacrifice  had  been  wont  iu  former  days  to  be  imme- 
diately offered.  The  attendant  priests  stood  as- 
sembled in  the  courts  below,  waiting  only  for  the 
announcement  of  the  watchman  to  kiudle  the  flame 
and  offer  the  accustomed  victim  on  the  altar  of  the 
LoED.*    And  though  under  the  present  circum- 


*  The  custom  alluded  to  in  the  text  appears  to  have  been  a 
very  ancient  one.  As  the  Jews  were  scrupulous  in  ascertaining 
the  exact  moment  of  sunrise,  in  order  to  offer  the  morning  sa- 
crifice at  the  proper  and  appointed  time,  a  watchman  was  sta* 
tioned  on  the  highest  and  most  commanding  point  of  the  temple, 
to  announce  it,  while  the  priests  and  their  attendants  stood  be- 
low in  the  court  waiting  for  the  signal  to  slay  the  ready-pre- 
pared victim.  Lest  the  first  signal  should  have  been  incorrect 
or  premature,  it  appears  that  they  waited  for  a  few  moments 
after  he  had  given  it,  and  then  inquired  of  him  whether  the 
light  was  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  see  as  far  as  Hebron.  This 
was  a  small  town  a  few  miles  south  of  Jerusalem,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  which  was  the  highest  pomt  of  the  hill  country 
of  Judea.  Accordingly,  the  summits  of  the  mountains  in  that 
direction  were  the  first  to  catch  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun.    As 
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stances  of  the  city  this  had  been  now  for  some 
time  interrupted,  yet  from  the  hearts  of  the  Loed's 
few  surviving  faithful  worshippers  in  Judah,  the 
morning  signal  claimed  at  least  that  offering,  which 
no  circumstances  need  interrupt,  the  praises  and 
devotions  of  an  humble  and  watchful  spirit.  Ac- 
cordingly vdthout  delay,  falling  low  on  her  knees, 
with  her  face  towards  the  window,  which  looked 
directly  out  upon  the  temple,  Hadassah  proceeded 
to  pour  forth  her  soul  in  heartfelt  earnestness  be- 
fore her  Maker.  A  daughter's,  a  wife's,  a  mother's 
prayers  ascended  from  her  bosom,  blended  together 
like  the  curling  volumes  of  smoke  from  the  fragrant 
incense-altar  of  the  temple,  and  she  rose  at  length 
relieved  and  strengthened  for  the  trials  of  the 
coming  day  by  the  spiritual  discipline  with  which 
she  had  commenced  it.  And  heavy  trials  indeed 
they  were  which  each  day  now  brought  vrith  it. 
Public  distress  and  difficulty  had  risen  to  an 
alarming  height ;  and  in  their  train  naturally 
enough  domestic  trials  and  family  affliction  speedily 
followed.  For  when  the  general  welfare  of  a  com- 
munity is  nndermined,  private  happiness  cannot 

soon  as  they  could  be  distinctly  seen  the  watchman  again  re- 
peated his  announcement,  and  the  morning  offering  commenced. 
— See  Reland*s  Palsestina  Illostrata,  4to.  p.  710. 

The  similarity  between  this  custom  and  that  of  the  Muezzin 
calling  with  his  voice  to  prayer  from  the  top  of  the  Turkish 
mosques  and  minarets  is  curious,  and  can  hardly  fail  of  striking 
the  attention.  **  On  a  still  evening,  when  the  Muezzin  has  a 
fine  voice,  which  is  frequently  the  case,  the  effect  is  solenm  and 
beautiful,  beyond  all  the  bells  in  Christendom." — D*Herbelot. 
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long  continue.  It  is  with  states  and  societies  as 
with  the  human  frame.  The  general  health  of  the 
system  cannot  be  destroyed  or  injured  without  the 
comfort  of  its  several  parts  and  members  suffering 
with  it.  So  little  reflection  is  necessary  to  show 
that  regard  for  even  their  own  individual  welfare 
and  happiness  ought  to  lead  men  to  act  on  the 
sound  and  broad  principles  of  public  integrity,  and 
to  consider  that  in  so  doing  they  are  following  the 
most  sure,  although  it  may  be  not  always  the  most 
immediate,  plan  of  benefiting  themselves.  Long, 
however,  had  all  such  principles  been  neglected 
among  the  wayward  and  stiffiiecked  leaders  of  the 
Jewish  nation.  And  their  example  had  now  spread 
its  infection  through  aU  ranks.  The  threatened 
evil  and  punishment  was  at  last  at  their  very  doors, 
and  the  besieger  had  environed  the  holy  city  with 
his  hosts,  prepared  in  his  own  mind,  as  well  as  de- 
signed by  the  counsels  of  the  Most  High,  never  to 
quit  it  but  in  ruins.  Already  the  most  incredulous 
— ^those  who  had  been  formerly  the  hardiest  oppo- 
sers  of  the  prophetic  messengers  of  Heaven,  began 
to  feel  secret  misgivings  and  doubts.  Wherever 
the  recklessness  of  hardened  sin  had  not  driven  out 
every  better  feeling,  anguish  was  beginning  to  gnaw 
at  the. heart.  The  foresight  of  heavy  punishment 
from  above,  now  ready  to  fall  upon  them,  was  but 
clothed  in  greater  horrors  by  the  unavoidable  feel- 
ing of  its  beiag  so  fiiUy  deserved.  As  a  nation  they 
had  sinned  against  their  Gk)D — ^they  had  indeed 
estranged  Him  from  them.  Many  there  might  be 
whose  hearts  had  not  gone  ftdly  with  the  multitude 
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to  wrest  judgment  and  to  do  evil,  but  who  yet  could 
not  deny  that  iniquity  had  abounded  around  them. 
In  the  bosom,  perhaps,  of  the  domestic  circle,  the 
happy  mother  with  her  youthful  fiamily  had  been 
passiQg  a  life  which,  to  outward  appearance,  nay, 
even  to  her  own  mind  probably,  might  seem  an  in- 
nocent and  harmless  one ;  but  still  even  under  the 
most  favourable  circumstances  of  private  character, 
they  were  parts  and  members  of  a  guilty  nation ; 
and  when  a  taiuted  atmosphere  broods  over  the 
social  world,  what  comer  or  retreat  shall  escape  its 
noxious  influence  ?  How  stealthily  may  not  some 
forbidden  customs,  sanctioned  by  prevailing  use, 
have  crept  into  the  very  heart  of  domestic  society ; 
and  if  so,  then  little  indeed  could  parental  love  or 
conjugal  fidelity,  however  unsullied,  compensate  for 
such  a  breach  of  the  Divine  law.  Instead  of  being 
excuses  for  neglect  in  other  points,  these  are  rather 
themselves  means  and  occasions  of  happiuess  granted 
from  above,  in  return  for  which  we  are  expected  to 
be  more  grateful  and  more  faithful  to  Him  who  is 
the  Author  of  them.  But  to  our  shame  we  must 
acknowledge  the  reverse  is  too  often  the  case — and 
so  it  had  happened  ru  Jerusalem.  In  base  forget- 
fulness  of  the  source  of  such  blessiugs,  other  altars 
besides  that  of  the  Most  High  had  been  set  up,  so 
near  that  even  the  shadow  of  the  holy  temple  feU 
upon  them.  If  the  hand  then,  pure  as  it  might  be 
from  the  polluting  staius  of  avarice,  immorality,  or 
deceit,  had  offered  on  but  one  such  altar  the  in- 
cense of  false  worship,  if  it  had  been  lifted  up  to 
any  strange  god — ^nay,  if  only  friendly  intercourse 
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had  been  kept  up  knowingly  with  those  who  thus 
followed  other  gods,  then  was  the  plague-spot  of 
sin  already  on  the  heart.  Unconscious  as  its  victim 
possibly  might  be  of  its  presence,  yet  a  stain  so 
dark  could  not  escape  the  eye  of  that  all-seeing 
One  "  who  trieth  the  very  heart  and  reins." 


CHAPTER  II. 


''  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  characters  of  Scripture,  es- 
pecially of  the  Old  Testament,  have  to  us  almost  a  cold  and 
shadow-like  existence,  as  though  of  another  nature,  a  dif- 
ferent humanity ;  but  these  were  in  reality  the  very  types  of  us, 
so  felt,  so  strove,  so  hoped,  so  erred,  so  suffered  I  It  is 
strange  that  we  do  not  more  regard  the  Bible  as  the  wonder- 
ful link  between  ourselves  and  the  first  of  the  earth  ;  the  mir- 
ror of  a  divine  tradition,  wherein  man  beholds  as  in  a  glass  his 
own  &ce  thousands  of  years  ago.  Even  as  a  history  it  precedes 
all  others,  and  it  transcends  all  that  is  elsewhere  sublime  and 
lofty  in  the  story  of  mankind." — Preface  to  Lay8  oflsraelf  by 

A.  M.   LORAINE. 


CHAPTEE  n. 

**  Children  were  his  delight ; — ^they  ran  to  meet 
His  soothing  hand  and  clasp  his  honoured  feet ; 
While  Wdst  their  fearless  sports  supremely  blest 
He  grew  in  heart  a  child  among  the  rest : 
Yet  as  a  parent,  nought  beneath  the  sky 
Touched  him  so  quickly  as  an  infant's  eye  : 
Joy  from  its  smile  of  happiness  he  caught ; 
Its  flash  of  rage  sent  horror  through  his  thought ; 
His  smitten  conscience  felt  as  fierce  a  pain 
As  if  he  fell  from  innocence  again.*' 

James  Montgomert. 
World  hrfore  the  Flood.    Canto  IV. 

Hadassah  liad  risen  from  her  early  and  earnest 
exercises  of  devotion  with  a  heart  refreshed,  or  rather 
in  her  trying  condition,  resigned  to  the  will  of  Provi- 
dence. She  now  sat  watching  the  fair  countenances 
of  her  children  as  the  unconsciousness  of  deep  sleep 
was  beginning  gradually  to  give  place  before  the 
returning  symptoms  of  expression  which  the  lighter 
slumbers  of  the  morning  caused  to  play  over  their 
features.  Miriam,  the  eldest,  with  her  two  younger 
sisters,  and  Hadassah  their  mother,  formed  the 
party  which  at  present  occupied  the  sleeping  apart- 
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ment.  Mmam  having  now  reached  her  fourteenth 
year,  was  daily  becoming  more  and  more  a  com- 
panion for  her  mother,  and  a  protectress  of  her 
younger  sisters.  Of  an  age  between  her  and  her 
two  sisters,  a  brother  now  in  his  twelfth  year,  com- 
pleted the  family  circle — ^but  he  usually  passed  the 
night  in  a  fortress  near  the  city  walls  with  his 
father,  whose  presence  was  required  with  the  troops 
to  be  ready  in  case  of  any  night-assault  by  the 
besiegers,  or  to  be  at  his  post  at  the  earliest  dawn 
of  day. 

Among  the  causes  of  Hadassah's  passing  so  many 
sleepless  nights,  it  may  well  be  supposed  that  the 
thought  of  her  husband  and  her  only  son  being 
thus  constantly  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  war  was 
not  the  least.  A  thousand  terrors  such  as  in  time 
of  absence  from  any  object  of  regard,  imagination 
is  so  fertile  in  picturing  to  itself,  rose  up  in  quick 
succession  before  her  anxious  mind.  Dafly  while 
defending  the  walls  or  while  making  sallies  upon 
the  besiegers  some  fresh  victims  fell  beneath  the 
sword  or  arrows  of  the  enemy — and  more  than 
once  had  Hadassah  watched  the  pallid  counte- 
nances of  the  wounded  as  they  were  borne  along 
the  streets  on  the  shoulders  of  their  comrades.  She 
had  also  in  her  turn,  with  some  few  others,  lent 
what  assistance  she  could  in  preparing  fine  linen 
for  the  bandages,  and  suitable  nourishment  for  the 
wants  of  the  sick,  as  they  lingered  under  the  effects 
of  their  wounds.  Nor  had  she  been  remiss  in 
soothing  the  grief  of  the  afflicted  and  the  orphan. 
Often  had  she  stood  by  the  side  of  the  disconsolate 
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widow,  who  might  be  seen  mingling  her  tears  with 
the  wounds,  and  bending  in  vain  regret  over  the 
now  lifeless  form  of  him  who  had  been  but  a  few 
hours  before  her  pride  and  her  protector.  Such 
scenes  as  these  firequently  before  her  eyes  had 
natiu^y  left  no  weak  or  transient  impression  on 
Hadassah's  mind.  How  soon  it  might  be  her  turn 
to  require  for  herself  the  consolation  which  she  had 
hitherto  been  employed  in  imparting  to  others,  was 
too  obvious  a  question  to  need  asking. 

Often  too  when  any  attack  or  saUy  upon  the 
besieger's  camp  or  fortifications  was  known  to  be 
preparing,  the  &larm  spread  quickly  among  the  re- 
latives of  those  who  were  selected  for  such  dan- 
gerous service — ^and  many  a  harrovnng  scene  of 
partiag  friends  took  place  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  city  gates,  as  the  troops  were  as- 
sembling and  being  marshalled  for  the  occasion. 
The  same  spot  continued  crowded  and  busy  with 
the  hum  of  anxious  voices,  till  some  intelligence 
arrived  of  the  issue  of  the  attack.  On  more  than 
one  of  such  occasions  Hadassah  had  availed  herself 
of  some  friend's  house  nearer  than  her  own  to  the 
city  gate,  that  she  might  thus  be  able  to  obtain  the 
earliest  tidings  from  the  battle  field.  There  with 
inward  prayer  and  trembling  suspense  of  mind  she 
awaited  the  return  of  Talmon,  her  husband,  from 
the  scene  of  conflict.  Occasionally  success  crowned 
their  efforts,  and  the  enemy  suffered  severely  from 
the  attack.  Hope  seemed  again  to  beam  on  the 
beleaguered  daughter  of  Judah.  Eejoicings  were 
made,  and  the*  shout  of  tnumph  arose  as  the  vio- 
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torioiis  band,  fresh  from  the  battle,  rejoined  their 
friends  and  companions  in  the  city.  But  it  was  a 
hollow  sound.  It  was  no  more  than  the  treacher- 
ous fever-flush  on  the  features  of  the  bed-ridden 
sufferer.  It  was  deficient  in  some  of  the  most  ob- 
vious symptoms  of  vigorous  health.  For  such  suc- 
cess, when  it  did  happen,  was  no  longer  attributed 
to  the  hand  of  Providence,  nor  was  the  glory  given  to 
the  Most  High.  The  thank-offering  of  gratitude  had 
long  since  become  a  forgotten  ordinance.  It  would 
have  been  indeed  but  mockery  for  those  to  offer 
such  sacrifices  who  were  daily  acting  in  direct  de- 
fiance of  Qod's  express  commands  delivered  to 
them  by  the  voice  of  His  prophets.  Thus  both  suc- 
cess and  defeat  became,  after  the  excitement  of  the 
moment  had  died  away,  very  similar  in  their  con- 
sequences. Of  those  who  sallied  forth,  some  were 
always  left  behind,  some  brought  back  lifeless 
corpses,  and  the  voice  of  lamentation  was  ever 
mingled  with  the  shout  of  victory.  The  following 
day  generally  presented  a  scene  still  more  harrow- 
ing and  distressing.  Those  who  had  been  taken 
prisoners  by  the  enemy  were  brought  forth  as 
trophies  of  their  adversaries'  valour,  and  every  ex- 
pedient was  adopted  in  order  to  make  them  objects 
of  warning  to  their  fellow-countrymen.  In  the 
sight  of  their  own  homes  and  their  own  companions, 
who  were  watching  on  the  fortifications,  in  the  very 
hearing  of  their  own  dearest  relatives  they  were 
put  to  a  cruel  and  ignominious  death — and  their 
bodies  left  exposed  to  the  beasts  of  the  field  and 
the  fowls  of  the  air. 
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It  needed  no  great  aid  from  the  powers  of  im- 
agination to  conjure  up  feelings  and  ideas  of  alarm 
in  the  mind  of  any  mother,  wife,  or  relative,  when 
such  events  were  actually  and  frequently  occurring 
around  them.  Hadassah's  devoted  heart  escaped 
not  its  full  share  of  daily  and  painful  suspense. 
The  protecting  hand  which  had  so  long  preserved 
Talmon  from  the  shafts  or  the  fetters  of  the  enemy 
might  suddenly  be  withdrawn,  and  she  might  be  at 
any  hour  left  helpless  and  a  widow,  to  contend, 
together  with  her  young  family,  against  the  daily- 
increasing  hardships  of  the  siege.  These,  even 
with  a  husband's  powerful  assistance  and  protec- 
tion, it  had  now  become  difficult  to  provide  against 
— and  what  might  await  her  at  a  still  later  stage, 
if  the  enemy  should  at  length  prevail,  provoked 
and  irritated  as  they  now  were  by  the  severe  hard- 
ships of  a  long  siege,  even  imagination  enabled  her 
not  to  picture  to  herself.  The  precipice,  on  the 
brink  of  which  she  now  stood,  was  indeed  a  fearful 
and  giddy  one.  The  darkness  of  futurity  was  in 
mercy  allowed  to  conceal  from  her  view  the  horrors 
that  lurked  below.  Eapidly,  however,  did  this  long 
train  of  melancholy  reflections  on  the  past  and 
forebodings  of  the  future,  such  as  we  have  de- 
scribed, pass  through  her  mind,  as  she  now  at  the 
commencement  of  another  day  sat  waiting  and 
watching  with  a  mother's  anxiety,  till  the  waking 
voices  of  her  young  companions  should  recall  her 
attention  to  the  more  active  duties  of  life. 

The  attendants  who  had  formerly  assisted  her  in 
the  duties  of  the  nursery,  and  who  in  those  days 
c 
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seldom,  after  once  becoming  members  of  a  family, 
ever  left  it  through  life,  even  these  it  had  been 
necessary  to  dismiss — ^for  the  scarcity  of  the  com- 
mon provisions  and  necessaries  of  life  had  now  ren- 
dered it  an  indispensable  matter  that  the  greatest 
frugality  and  economy  in  the  management  of  the 
small  remaining  fiamily  stock  should  be  practised. 
Hadassah  herself,  therefore,  with  the  assistance  of 
her  daughter  Miriam,  undertook  these  and  many 
other  household  duties  to  which  she  had  been  hither- 
to unaccustomed.  As  neither  of  her  little  party 
seemed  yet  to  show  signs  of  requiring  her  im- 
mediate assistance,  she  seized  the  opportunity  of 
stealing  away  for  a  few  moments,  to  take  as  she 
had  ofben  been  wont  to  do,  a  hasty  view  at  sunrise 
from  the  flat-terraced  roof  of  the  house.  There 
the  whole  family,  according  to  Eastern  custom,  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  assembling  at  even-tide,  to  en- 
joy the  cool  breeze  and  commanding  view  which  it 
afforded.  It  was  with  a  very  different  object,  and 
under  the  influence  of  feelings  greatly  altered,  that 
Hadassah  now  repaired  to  what  had  been  the  well- 
known  scene  of  so  many  happy  and  domestic  meet- 
ings. It  was  a  fair  view  which  from  that  spot 
formerly,  in  times  of  peace,  met  the  eye  of  the  be- 
holder, as  the  sun  rose  upon  the  ancient  city  of 
Jerusalem.  Nor  could  the  sad  change,  which  war's 
wasting  ravages  had  now  for  nearly  eighteen  months 
been  busy  in  effecting,  obliterate  from  Hadassah's 
mind  the  recollection  of  what  it  once  had  been.  At 
each  of  the  many  gates  might  formerly  have  been 
seen,  as  feithftd  memory  well  painted  it  to  her  view, 
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the  busy  throng,  some  arriving,  others  departing,  as 
their  respective  employments  and  objects  required 
— ^long  trains  of  mules  with  their  drivers  slowly  ap- 
proaching from  the  surrounding  hiUs  and  valleys, 
laden  with  the  fruits  and  vegetables  of  their  luxuri- 
ant cHmate,  the  luscious  fig,  the  ruddy  pomegranate, 
the  melon,  clusters  of  ripe  grapes,  with  abundant 
store  of  wild  honey  in  the  comb,  and  oil  fit)m  the 
beaten  olive,  all  hastening  to  supply  the  daily  wants 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  favoured  land.  Like  a 
queen  on  her  mountain  throne,  Jerusalem  looked 
down  on  the  neighbouring  valleys  and  groves,  and 
seemed  thus  receiving  each  morning  fresh  tribute 
and  homage  from  her  fruitM  domains.  And  long 
might  she  have  continued  to  receive  them,  had  she, 
like  them,  paid  but  the  tribute  of  daily  homage  to 
her  Sovereign  above. 

As  the  eye  carried  its  searches  a  little  beyond 
the  gate,  through  which  those  bounties  of  a  kind 
Providence  were  so  plenteously  pouring  in,  fair 
gardens  were  once  to  be  seen,  inviting  even  in  the 
distance  by  their  shady  bowers,  their  verdant  slopes, 
and  the  glowing  colours  of  their  parterres,  each 
within  its  own  little  boundary  offering,  with  the 
apparent  gladness  of  kiad  Nature,  its  tribute  of  cool 
shade,  refreshing  fruit,  and  pleasing  prospect  for 
the  comfort  and  gratification  of  their  several  owners. 
Earth  in  grateM  acknowledgment  for  the  hand  of 
culture,  reftised  not  its  tribute,  public  or  private, 
for  the  wants  of  its  masters.  And  had  but  they  its 
masters  similarly  rendered  their  tribute  of  praise 
and  homage,  domestic  as  well  as  national,  to  their 
c2 
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heavenly  Master,  then  that  sad  change  which  now 
met  Hadassah's  view,  had  never  been  allowed  to 
sweep  over  the  fair  face  of  the  country  in  which 
stood  the  city  of  her  fathers.* 

It  was  indeed  a  melancholy,  a  desolating  change. 
Gbrdens  no  longer  adorned  the  surrounding  valleys, 
nor  did  the  inviting  summer-house  or  villa  smile 
from  amid  the  rich  foliage  of  groves  and  bowers. 
Pire  and  sword  had  laid  all  such  emblems  of  peace- 
ful prosperity  low  in  the  dust.f  The  ravages  of 
the  besiegers,  impatient  as  they  now  were,  at  their 
long  detention  and  tedious  labours,  had  spread  deso- 
lation far  and  wide.  Partly  in  order  to  warn  the 
besieged  of  what  would  await  them  if  they  did  not 
surrender  themselves,  much  havoc  had  been  com- 
mitted within  sight  of  the  city  walls ;  partly  also  to 
furnish  materials  J  for  building  forts,  and  for  rais- 
ing mounds  and  embankments  against  the  fortifi- 
cations, they  had  destroyed  all  the  buildings  within 
many  miles  of  the  city,  and  had  cut  down  trees  of 

*  The  west  side  of  Mount  Olivet  is  bedecked  with  olives, 
almonds,  fig  trees,  and  heretofore  with  palms,  pleasantly  rich 
when  husbanded. — Sandys'  Travels,  Lib.  III.  p.  158. 

**  The  situation  of  this  capital  city  of  Judea  has  always  been 
extremely  advantageous.  The  agreeable  variety  of  rising 
grounds  with  which  it  was  encompassed,  the  fruitful  meadows 
that  lay  between,  interspersed  with  clear  rivulets  and  whole- 
some streams ;  the  hills  on  which  it  stood,  which  rose  gradually 
one  behind  another,  and  looked  like  a  natural  amphitheatre, 
made  up  as  pleasing  and  delightful  a  prospect  as  can  well  be 
conceived."— Univ.  Hist,  Book  ist,  Chap.  VII.,  p.  796.  XVI. 

t  See  Josephus.    Wars  of  the  Jews,  Lib.  VI.,  s.  7. 

1  Jer.  vi.  6. 
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every  description  that  could  be  made  available  for 
their  purpose.  The  tombs  and  burying-places  of 
the  nobler  families,  many  of  them  situated  in  these 
gardens,  had  not  escaped,  as  it  might  easily  be  sup- 
posed, from  their  share  of  contumely.  Among 
enemies  who,  like  the  Assyrians,  despised  the  Jewish 
religion,  it  would  indeed  have  been  more  than  sur- 
prising, had  they  omitted  such  an  opportunity  of 
insulting  their  foes.  Yet  among  Eastern  nations, 
whose  reverence  for  the  dead  is  excessive,  how  great 
a  provocation  and  insult  this  proved,  we  can  scarcely 
imagine.  Such,  however,  was  but  one  feature  amid 
the  general  scene  of  devastation  which  war,  with 
its  destroying  hand,  had  now  so  deeply  engraven  on 
the  outward  face  of  things  around  the  sacred  city 
of  Jerusalem. 

Hadassah's  eye,  from  frequent  but  sad  surveys  of 
it,  as  it  gradually  advanced,  had  now  become  fami- 
liar with  it,  but  the  objects  to  which  her  attention 
was  now  more  anxiously  directed,  were  the  tents 
and  troops  of  the  Assyrian  host.  "  Were  they  still,' ' 
she  asked  despairingly  of  her  own  heart,  "  still  ob- 
stinately persevering  in  their  hostile  intentions? 
Had  no  succours  arrived  to  rescue  the  daughter 
of  Judah  from  her  impending  danger?  On  what 
groimds  could  the  enemy  still  hope  after  so  long  a 
resistance  to  be  successfrd?'  *  Alas !  there  was  but  lit- 
tle consolation  for  her  fears — but  little  food  for  her 
hopes  in  the  reply  which  a  moment's  view  in  either 
direction  afforded.  The  enemy's  wide-spreading 
encampment,  their  numerous  troops  of  horses  fas- 
tened at  the  outside  of  the  tents  for  the  night — ^the 
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guards  still  gathered  in  small  groups  around  the 
watch  fires  * — all  these  were  so  many  proofe  that,  as 
fer  as  human  foresight  could  judge,  this  day  was 
to  be  as  yesterday,  or  even  worse.  "  Oh  what 
shall  be  the  end  of  these  things  P"  she  exclaimed 
to  herself — ^and,  without  stopping  to  take  another 
look,  she  hastened  back,  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  a 
moistened  eye,  to  the  chamber  which  she  had  but 
a  few  minutes  before  quitted. 

As  she  entered  it  again,  she  found  Naarah  her 
second  daughter  already  awake  and  beginning  to 
look  round  with  some  little  alarm  at  missiag  her 
mother  from  the  room.  "Dearest  mother,"  she 
cried,  as  Hadassah  returned,  "  why  do  you  leave  us 
80  often  by  ourselves?  and  what  can  it  be  that 
always  makes  you  wake  so  early  now  ?  "We  used 
to  wake  the  first  and  to  arouse  you,  but  now  it  is 
always  you ;  and  are  you  iU,  dear  mother  ?  or  what 
makes  you  look  so  sad  and  pale  P  And  where  is 
Deborah  our  nurse  P  When  is  she  coming  back 
again  ?  Let  her  come  to  us  this  day,  my  mother, 
and  then  you  will  be  able  to  sleep  on  quietly,  as 
you  used  to  do,  till  we  awake  you." 

The  fond  interest  and  iaquiries  of  her  child 
proved,  as  they  had  so  often  done  before,  sweet  and 
soothing  balm  to  Hadassah's  troubled  heart.  Like 
the  first  rays  of  the  sun  of  domestic  happiness  break- 
ing through  the  night  of  grief,  those  few  simple 
words  cheered  her  and  gave  her  fresh  energy  to  re- 
sume her  daily  round  of  parental  duty.     Although 

*  See  Hanner's  Observatioiis,  Vol.  III.,  p.  34. 
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they  had  reminded  her  but  too  fidthfully  of  the  true 
grounds  which  she  had  for  grief,  yet  they  had  ex- 
pressed a  sympathy  and  affection  for  her,  which 
went  far  to  compensate  for  that  grief.  At  the 
same  time  their  very  simplicity  had  given  her  a 
fresh  proof  of  the  unconscious  helplessness  of  her 
youthful  charges,  and  of  her  own  consequent  res- 
ponsibility as  a  mother  and  a  guardian  over  them. 
Happy  and  enviable  feelings  these,  and  such  as  had 
often  proved  to  Hadassah  a  source  of  the  purest 
delight  even  in  her  brightest  days ;  but  of  late  their 
soothing  influence  had  become  doubly  valuable  to 
her — ^for  other  comforts  had  successively  failed  and 
been  cut  off  from  her.  Even  Talmon,  her  once 
fond  and  attached  husband,  had  recently  been  much 
estranged  both  from  her  society,  and  from  that  of 
his  little  family.  Other  company  and  more  en- 
grossing pursuits  had,  in  his  case,  as  well  as  in  that 
of  many  others,  absorbed  much  of  his  attention, 
though  Hadassah  weU  remembered  the  time  when 
his  home  was  the  central  point  of  all  his  enjoy- 
ments, and  his  children  the  objects  to  him,  as  they 
still  were  to  her,  of  the  most  constant  and  untiring 
interest. 

When  indeed,  can  the  artless  and  affectionate 
accents  of  childhood  fail  to  have  a  wholesome  effect 
on  a  rightly  constituted  mind,  whether  it  be  that  of 
a  parent  or  not  ?  After  the  wearisome  intricacies 
and  heartless  forms  that  so  often  mar  the  pleasure 
of  social  intercourse  between  man  and  man,  how 
refreshing  are  the  tones  of  child-like  guilelessness. 
Amid  the  confused  din  of  a  busy  and   deceitful 
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world,  how  do  they  sound  like  stray  melodies  es- 
caping from  some  purer  and  happier  region — ^their 
last  faint  echoes  wafted  down  upon  the  wings  of 
confiding  love  and  innocence  to  this  vale  of  sorrow. 
"  Suffer  little  children  to  come  imto  Me,*'  said  He, 
who  knew  what  was  in  man,  "  for  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.*'  And  little  perhaps  are  those 
aware  of  what  they  are  losing,  who  deprive  them- 
selves of  such  society.  G-qd  in  His  good  providence 
has  so  contrived  His  gracious  plans,  that  even  in  this 
our  fallen  state,  all  works  together  for  good  to  those 
who  love  Him.  And  among  other  instances  of  His 
wise  direction  of  things  in  our  behalf  is  that  of  the 
intermixture  of  different  ages  and  different  ranks 
in  the  social  world.  The  rich,  the  poor,  the  talented, 
the  simple,  and  more  especially  in  reference  to  our 
present  observations,  the  young  and  the  old  are  all 
so  united  as  to  be  but  members  of  one  common 
body,  of  which  if  one  member  suffer,  all  the  others 
suffer  with  it.  Prom  neglecting  to  observe  that 
union,  no  doubt  mankind  have  in  all  ages  suffered. 
Barriers  are  raised  between  one  rank  and  another 
which  Providence  never  raised.  We  lop  off  whole 
limbs  from  the  social  body,  or  at  least  cut  off  all  in- 
tercourse between  them,  and  no  wonder,  therefore, 
if  each  suffers  in  many  ways.  The  unnatural  de- 
gree of  division  and  distance  between  the  poor  and 
the  rich  wiU  always,  perhaps,  be  the  first  and  most 
evident,  as  well  as  the  most  pernicious  of  such 
stoppages  and  diseases  m  the  social  system ;  but 
others  there  are  also  which  by  degrees  vitiate  a 
healthy  condition  of  domestic  life.      Such  is  the 
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frequent  want  of  due  and  proper  intercourse  be- 
tween parents  and  children.  The  husband  once 
withdrawn  from  his  home, — it  matters  not  whether 
by  engrossing  worldly  business,  or  by  an  excessive 
love  of  sel^h  amusement, — there  is  no  longer  any 
opportunity  left  for  the  real  feelings  of  a  parent's 
heart  ever  coming  into  play.  Thus  one  of  the 
feirest  and  easiest  avenues  leading  to  the  better 
emotions  of  the  human  breast  becomes  closed.  It 
is  in  the  inCant  mind  if  any  where,  while  fresh  from 
the  mould  of  Heaven,  that  we  still  see  the  pattern 
and  image  of  inward  innocence.  The  world  has 
not  yet  had  time  to  suUy  its  lustre,  nor  to  obliterate 
by  its  ceaseless  wear  that  accurate  impression, 
which  in  spite  of  the  inward  alloy  of  our  nature  has 
been  graciously,  and  probably  in  mercy,  allowed  to 
remain  stamped  on  childhood's  earlier  years.  Yet 
how  often  are  we  guilty  of  letting  this  fair  scene 
pass  by  unnoticed.  Instead  of  modelling  ourselves 
by  that  which  the  authority  of  Heaven  has  sanc- 
tioned as  a  fitting  pattern  for  us,  how  often  do  we 
voluntarily  banish  ourselves  from  the  sight  of  it, 
and  allow  the  vain,  worthless  idols  of  the  world  to 
usurp  its  place.  Truly  man  seeks  out  many  in- 
ventions. 


Where  is  it  mothers  learn  their  love? 
In  every  church  a  fountain  springs 
O'er  which  th*  Eternal  Dove 
Hovers  on  softest  wings. 
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Blest  eyes  that  see  the  smiling  gleam 
Upon  the  slumbering  features  glow, 
When  the  life-giving  stream 
Touches  the  tender  brow  1 


But  happiest  ye,  &c., 
To  whom,  as  if  in  hallowed  air 
Ye  knelt  before  some  awful  shrine, 
His  innocent  gestures  wear 
A  meaning  half  divine : 

By  whom  love*s  daily  touch  is  seen 
In  strengthening  form  and  freshening  hue, 
In  the  fixed  brow  serene 
The  deep  yet  eager  view. 

Who  taught  thy  pure  and  even  breath 
To  come  and  go  with  such  sweet  grace  ? 
Whence  thy  reposing  faith. 
Though  in  our  frail  embrace  ? 

O  tender  gem,  and  full  of  heaven ! 
Not  in  the  twilight  stars  on  high. 
Not  in  moist  flowers  at  even 
See  we  our  Gtod  so  nigh. 

Keblb's  Christian  Year,    Holy  Baptism. 


CHAPTEE   III. 


''  How  miserable  then  must  be  our  life,  if,  even  in  the  midst 
of  our  nearest  and  dearest  relations,  we  can  enjoy  no  Christian 
communion ;  if,  even  within  our  own  house,  we  must  serve  our 
God  alone.  This  is  the  curse  of  unchristian  marriages,  of 
being  unequally  yoked  with  unbelievers,  of  neglecting  the 
Christian  education  of  our  children/' — Arnold's  Sermons, 
Vol.  I.  Serm.  22. 


CHAPTEE  m. 


"  Gently  I  took  that  which  ungently  came, 
And  without  scorn  forgave.    Do  thou  the  same. 
Thine  own  keen  sense  of  wrong  that  thirsts  for  sin, 
Fear  that — the  spark  self -kindled  from  within ; 
Which  blown  upon  will  blind  thee  with  its  glare, 
Or  smothered  stifle  thee  with  noisome  air/' 

COLBRIDOE. 

**  From  her  infant  days 
With  wisdom,  mother  of  retired  thoughts, 
Her  soul  had  dwelt ;  and  she  was  quick  to  mark 
The  good  and  evil  thing,  in  human  lore 
Undisciplined." 

Coleridge. 

It  was  now  about  an  hour  after  sunrise,  when 
Hadassah  and  her  little  party  having  left  the  sleep- 
ing apartment,  she  was  about  to  share  with  them 
the  scanty  morning  meal  which  her  own  hands  had 
prepared  for  their  use.  Time  had  now  in  some  de- 
gree inured  them  to  many  privations,  yet  it  was 
not  without  an  inward  sigh,  and  a  struggle  hardly 
suppressed  within  her  own  aching  bosom,  that 
Hadassah  set  before  her  children  the  homely  and 
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scarce  wholesome  repast,  which  was  now  all  that 
remained  for  their  support.  When  she  remem- 
bered the  bountiful  supply  of  milk  and  refreshing 
fruits,  of  honey  in  the  comb,  and  of  bread  from  the 
finest  flour,  with  which  her  board  used  to  be  daily 
spread,  it  was  a  bitter  pang  to  her  to  have  now 
only  the  coarsest  of  diet  to  offer  to  her  little  ones. 
She  could  willingly  have  denied  herself  every  dainty 
and  luxury,  but  their  growing  frames  demanded 
proper  and  sufficient  nourishment.  This  neither 
in  quality  nor  in  due  quantity  had  she  any  longer 
the  means  of  procuring  for  them.  What  they  would 
once  have  loathed,  or  at  least  have  cast  away  as 
refuse,  was  now  their  only  food.  A  mixture  of 
various  kinds  of  coarse  pulse  with  a  small  propor- 
tion of  barley,  had  become  necessarily  their  only 
substitute  for  bread.*  A  few  herbs  from  some 
shady  spot  in  their  garden  which  the  drought  had 
not  yet  wholly  withered,  and  a  small  quantity  of 
dried  fruits  from  the  former  year ;  these  with  water 
from  their  nearly  exhausted  cistern  fonned  the 
meal  to  which  Hadassah  now  called  them  with  as 
much  apparent  cheerfulness  as  she  could  throw 
into  her  manner. 

They  had  scarcely  yet  commenced  partaking  of 
it,  when  steps  were  heard  crossing  the  court,  which 
they  soon  recognised  and  welcomed  with  filial  joy. 
In  another  moment  Judith,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  was  in  her  Mher's  arms,  her  youthful  fea- 
tures beaming  with  gladness,  and  reflecting   as 

•  See  Eaekiel  iy.  9. 
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dearly  as  a  mirror,  the  liappy  unconsciousneas  of 
care  which  is  written  on  the  innocent  brow  of  child- 
hood. As  her  soft  silken  tresses  fell  over  her 
sparkling  eyes,  and  shaded  for  a  moment  her  small 
but  delicate  forehead,  the  contrast  between  her  in- 
fant countenance,  and  the  dark  but  manly  features 
of  her  £Either,  as  they  were  now  seen  in  the  pride  of 
manhood,  set  off  each  to  greater  advantage.  Like 
the  tender  bud  beside  the  full-blown  flower,  both 
springing  fix)m  the  same  stem — each  in  its  own 
distinct  stage  of  growth  pleasing  to  the  eye,  and 
by  their  contrast  adding  variety  to  their  other 
charms — such  to  the  eye  of  the  observer  might 
Talmon  and  his  youths  daughter  have  appeared  as 
he  stood  for  a  moment  clasping  her  in  his  arms  and 
gazing  with  a  father's  delight  on  her  smiling  looks. 
As  he  advanced  fix)m  the  open  space  of  the  court, 
on  which  the  sun  was  now  beginning  to  pour  his 
powerful  rays,  Hadassah  and  Miriam  were  already 
waiting  to  receive  him  under  the  shelter  of  the 
shady  portico  which  ran  round  the  whole  inner 
square  of  the  house. 

Warm  and  affectionate  was  the  embrace  which 
Talmon  and  the  fair  partner  of  his  life  exchanged 
on  each  occasion  of  their  meeting  under  their  pre- 
sent circumstances.  Each  time,  as  they  were  weU 
aware,  might  be  the  last — for  death  and  destruc- 
tion, in  one  shape  or  another,  were  dealing  their 
blows  thickly  around.  And  what  was  worse  than 
all,  if  even  from  day  to  day  safety  was  granted,  yet 
there  appeared  no  prospect  of  ultimate  escape.  The 
resources  of  the  city  were  being  fast  drained  to 
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their  dregs.  Those  of  the  enemy  were  still  undi- 
minished; and  as  their  efforts  appeared  each  day 
more  determined,  sad  forebodings  forced  them- 
selves hourly,  with  more  and  more  strength,  on 
the  minds  of  the  besieged.  Each  parting  of 
fiiends  at  such  a  crisis  was  an  occasion  full  .of  un- 
certainty and  anxiety.  Naturally  then  the  meeting 
again  after  such  suspense  was  hailed  with  propor- 
tionate ardour  and  joy.  One  more  arrest  of  the 
fatal  stroke  seemed  granted,  another  respite  gained 
from  the  impending  sentence.  At  such  moments 
who  shall  wonder  if  the  young  and  sanguine  were 
tempted  to  ask  whether  fortune  might  not  yet 
brighten,  and  hope's  withered  branches  put  forth 
fresh  shoots  ?  It  was  with  feelings  and  thoughts 
akin  to  these  that  Hadassah  now  met  at  each  suc- 
cessive return  to  his  home  the  beloved  protector  of 
herself  and  her  little  ones.  Nor  were  such  occa- 
sions without  their  due  effect  on  Talmon's  mind. 
It  was  in  these  brief  intervals,  snatched  as  they 
were  from  the  stem  and  harassing  scenes  of  blood- 
shed and  warfare,  that,  as  a  husband,  he  first  learnt 
to  appreciate  the  value  of  domestic  peace  and  hap- 
piaess ;  that,  as  a  citizen  and  a  patriot,  he  first  felt 
what  were  the  blessings  (now,  alas !  sacrificed)  of 
public  order  and  tranquillity ;  and  that,  as  a  man, 
he  began,  by  the  secret  whispers  of  conscience,  to 
realize  what  it  was  to  fear  the  vengeance  of  an 
offended  Gtod  on  a  nation's  sins. 

Hadassah,  as  her  husband  fondly  clasped  her  to 
his  bosom,  expressed,  rather  by  her  looks  than  by 
words,  the  inquiries  which  she  usually  made  of  him 
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at  his  return.  AnziouB,  however,  to  ascertain  the 
most  trifling  particalars  that  might  serve  to  allay 
her  fears,  she  began  by  aflking,  aa  she  had  so  often 
done  before,  "  What  tidings  does  my  Talmon  bring 
me  this  morning  of  the  war,  and  of  our  country's 
enemies  ?  Does  the  cruel  Assyrian  still  continue 
unwearied  at  his  post  aiound  our  walls?  And 
why  comes  not  Zabad  home?  I  fear  this  early 
taste  of  his  for  arms  will  bear  but  evil  fruits. 
Would  that  he  had  never  known  such  scenes ! " 
"  Pear  not  for  the  lad,"  said  Tahnon,  "  I  have  left 
him  in  his  uncle's  charge;  and  you  know  your 
brother's  fondness  for  the  boy  too  well  to  think  he 
will  allow  any  harm  to  happen  to  him.  But  haste, 
my  Hadassah,  and  give  me  whatever  refreshment  can 
be  most  quickly  prepared,  for  I  must  leave  you 
again  without  delay.  At  the  third  hour  the  princes 
assemble  to  appear  before  the  krag.  We  want  not 
added  to  all  our  other  difficulties  that  of  the  pro- 
phet's disaffected  cry.  Our  people  are  discouraged 
enough  already  without  such  needless  causes  to 
increase  their  fears.  If  the  dungeon  receive  him 
not  ere  another  sun  has  risen,  it  shall  not  be  the 
fault  of  the  princes ;  for  this  day  we  go  before  the 
king  to  entreat  his  consent."  "What!"  said 
Hadassah:  "can  it  be  you,  Talmon,  that  would 
wish  to  inflict  further  cruelty  upon  the  prophet  ? 
BEave  you  not  already  imprisoned  him,  as  you  would 
do  to  any  common  male&ctor  ?  And  can  you  desire 
to  heap  yet  heavier  indignities  upon  him  ?  What 
has  he  done  to  provoke  the  anger  of  the  princes 
afresh?"     "Has  he  not,"  replied  Tahnon,  "even 
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in  liis  prison,  repeated  the  same  offence  as  before  ? 
Has  he  not  been  discouraging  the  people  from  any 
further  opposition  to  the  enemy?  Has  he  not 
predicted  destruction  to  the  city,  captivity  to  its 
inhabitants,  and  victory  to  our  besiegers  ?  K  our 
hands  be  thus  weakened,  how  can  we  any  longer 
oppose  the  Assyrians  who  are  now  at  our  very  gates  P 
Has  he  not,  moreover,  upbraided  us  with  crimes, 
and  reproached  us  with  abominations  as  though  we 
were  but  dogs?  But  of  these  matters  let  him 
rave  as  ha  pleases.  There  are  other  prophets  as 
able  as  he  to  tell  us  of  such  things,  were  it 
necessary.  But  to  let  him  mar  every  plan  or 
counsel  which  we  can  make  for  the  defence  of  our 
very  lives  and  homes,  be  the  consequences  on  his 
ovpn  head.  K  his  life  answer  not  for  it,  let  the 
king  find  other  counsellors  to  advise  him,  and  other 
warriors  to  man  the  battlements  of  the  city  of 
David." 

"Oh,  Tahnon,"  said  Hadassah,  "by  the  life  of 
these  our  little  ones,  think  ere  you  thus  speak. 
Has  the  prophet  indeed  foretold  destruction  on  our 
holy  city?  Heaven  defend  our  children!  Has  he 
indeed  threatened  captivity  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem,  and  shaU.  we  be  dragged  as  slaves  to 
linger  out  a  life  of  bondage  in  a  foreign  land — 
we,  who  may  then  be  left,  the  helpless  survivors 
of  a  ruined  nation  ?  For  will  the  enemy,  if  he 
once  gain  possession  of  our  fortresses,  wiU  he  spare 
those  who  have  cost  him  so  much  labour,  and  loss, 
and  bloodshed  ?  Alas !  alas !  To  the  Most  High 
alone  is  it  known  what  He  has  in  store  for  us ! 
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But  does  the  prophet  give  us  no  hope,  Talmon?" 
"  Ay,  hope  to  those  who  would  forsake  their  coun- 
try in  her  distress,  and  be  traitors  to  their  own 
cause.  He  would  have  others  do,  as  he  himself 
attempted  to  do,  fall  away  to  the  Chaldeans.  Such 
he  tells  us  is  his  message  from  heaven, — that  we 
should  give  up  ourselves,  our  city,  our  substance 
to  the  besiegers ;  and  that  we  should  purchase  our 
lives  with  our  liberty.  But  ask  me  no  more  to 
repeat  these  follies,  lest  I  appear  vile  to  the  very 
wife  of  my  bosom,  while  I  utter  the  cowardly 
suggestions  of  this  dreamer." 

"  "Would  Q-OD,  that  thy  wife  could  believe  them 
to  be  but  dreams,"  replied  Hadassah.  "  The  sub- 
ject of  my  dreams  they  are  indeed,"  she  continued, 
"  for  how  can  I  drive  out,  either  by  night  or  by 
day,  the  thought  of  the  fearful  miseries  which 
threaten  us  ?  "Were  it  on  my  own  .account  only 
that  I  had  cause  for  fear,  I  could  bear  all.  But 
these,  our  little  ones,  Talmon,  with  whom  God  has 
blessed  us ;  oh,  how  can  I  live  to  see  them  exposed 
to  want,  to  insult,  to  the  cruel  treatment  of  foreign 
and  angry  foes  ?  "  Clasping  more  closely  to  her 
bosom  the  little  Judith,  Hadassah,  as  her  fervid 
imagination,  with  too  true  foreboding  of  the  future, 
pictured  such  scenes  to  her  mind,  wept  in  bitter- 
ness of  heart,  already,  in  the  inward  world  of  her 
own  fears  and  feelings,  a  widowed,  childless  mother. 

Talmon' s  breast,  meanwhile,  was  the  scene  of 

various  conflicting  passions.     His  real  fears  and 

apprehensions,  which  he  had  hardly  dared  breathe 

to  himself  in  seci^t,  he  could  not  permit  himself . 

D  2 
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now  to  avow  to  others.     That  relief,  which  a  pour- 
ing out  of  the  heart  in  deep  distress  affords,  he 
could  not  enjoy.     It  would  have  been  treachery  to 
his  cause.    It  would  have  been  condemning  himself 
for  the  very  design  and  attempt,  which  he,  in  com- 
mon with  the  other  princes,  was  now  harbouring 
against  the  prophet   Jeremiah.     Yet  such  fears, 
such  inward  anticipations,  bitter  and  hunuliatiiig 
as  they  were,  he  could  not  altogether  stifle  or  dis- 
guise from  himself.     Pledged  by  former  acts  and 
former  promises  to  oppose  the  prophet's  counsels — 
already  involved  in  the  guilt  of  thwarting  what  his 
heart  could  not  deny  to  have  the  testimony  of  the 
divine  wiU  for  its  support — unwilling  to  retract, 
unable  to  bear  the  taunts  which  his  feUow-con- 
spirators  would  have  heaped  upon  him,  had  he  done 
so — on  the  eve,  at  this  present  moment,  of  making 
a  more  determined  attempt  than  any  before  on  the 
prophet's  life,  all  such  motives  and  feelings  hurry- 
ing him  on  in  a  course  for  which,  at  the  tribunal  of 
conscience,  he  stood,  meanwhile,  self-condemned ;  on 
the  other  hand,  trembling  secretly  for  the  safety 
and  honour,  nay,  for  the  very  life  of  those  dearer  to 
him  than  himself,  he  was,  in  anticipation,  already 
draining  to  its  dregs  that  bitter  cup  of  guilt  and 
misery  which  his  own  hand,  spell-bound  as  it  might 
seem,  was  almost  involuntarily  preparing.     The 
wicked  are  indeed  Kke  the  troubled  sea  when  it 
cannot  rest,  whose  waters  cast  up  mire  and  dirt. 
Retreat  or  advance  seemed  to  Tabnon  at  that  mo- 
ment alike  difficult  and  embarrassing.     Whatever 
suggestions  hope  for  the  fixture,  or  remorse  for 
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the  past,  whispered  as  advisable,  false  shame  for- 
bade. As  for  following  the  direct  course  and 
adopting  the  prophet's  advice,  pride,  "that  pride 
which  goeth  before  a  fall,"  would  not  permit  it. 
HI  could  he  brook  submission  or  obedience  to  the 
advice  of  one  whom  it  had  long  been  his  habit  to 
insult,  and  to  load  with  contempt  and  injury. 

As  the  gathering  cloud  of  mingled  gmlt  and  fear 
thus  swept  through  the  atmosphere  of  his  thoughts 
and  feehngs,  he  remained  for  a  few  moments 
scarcely  conscious  of  the  presence  of  his  wife  and 
children.  Dismay  and  distress  were  painted  in 
their  countenances  as  he  again  recovered  himself 
and  looked  around.  Unaware  of  the  meaning  or 
cause  of  such  alarm  and  anxiety,  as  the  manner  of 
either  parent  so  clearly  betrayed,  the  younger 
children  stood,  like  the  flock  cowering  before  the 
storm,  in  mute  and  helpless  silence.  A  moment's 
glance  spoke  volumes  to  TaLmon's  heart;  but  to 
endure  such  a  scene  longer  was  impossible.  A 
hasty  embrace,  enough  to  convey  to  Hadassah's 
mind  the  still  undiminished  strength  of  a  father's 
and  a  husband's  tenderness,  was  all  which,  without 
another  word,  he  allowed  himself.  That  over,  he 
rushed  with  hasty  steps  towards  the  meeting  place 
appointed  by  the  princes  for  their  assembling  pre- 
viously to  their  appearing  before  the  king. 


CHAPTER   IV. 


"  It  is  impossible  for  the  Christian  traveller  to  look  upon 
Jerusalem  with  the  same  feelings  with  which  he  would  set  him- 
self to  contemplate  the  ruins  of  Thebes,  of  Athens,  or  of  Rome, 
or  any  other  city  that  the  world  ever  saw.  There  is  in  all  the 
doings  of  the  Jews,  their  virtues  and  their  vices,  their  wisdom 
and  their  folly,  a  height  and  a  depth,  a  breadth  and  a  length, 
that  the  angels  cannot  fathom.  Their  whole  history  is  a  his- 
tory of  miracles ;  the  precepts  of  their  sacred  book  are  the 
most  profound,  the  best  adapted  to  every  station  in  which  man 
can  be  placed,  they  moderate  him  in  prosperity,  sustain  him 
in  adversity,  guide  him  in  health,  console  him  in  sickness, 
support  him  at  the  close  of  life,  travel  on  with  him  through 
death,  live  with  him  throughout  the  endless  ages  of  eternity ; 
and  Jerusalem  lends  its  name  to  the  eternal  mansions  of  the 
blessed  in  heaven,  which  man  is  admitted  to  enjoy  through  the 
atonement  of  Cbkist  Jesus,  who  was  bom  of  a  descendant 
of  Judah." — D&.  Richardson's  Travels, 


CHAPTEE  IV. 

**  Meanwhfle  they  in  their  earthly  Canaan  placed, 
Long  time  shall  dwell  and  prosper,  but  when  sins 
National  interrupt  their  public  peace, 
Provoking  God  to  raise  them  enemies ; 
From  whom  as  oft  He  sayes  them  penitent, 
By  judges  first,  then  under  kings ; 
***** 

Part  good,  part  bad :  of  bad  the  longer  scroll : 
Whose  foul  idolatries,  and  other  faults, 
Heaped  to  the  popular  sum,  will  so  incense 
God,  as  to  leave  them,  and  expose  their  land. 
Their  city.  His  temple,  and  His  holy  ark. 
With  all  His  sacred  things,  a  scorn  and  prey 
To  that  proud  city,  whose  high  walls  thou  saw'st 
Left  in  confusion ;  Babylon  thence  called/' 

Paradise  Lost,  Book  XII. 

The  present  object  aad  meeting  of  the  princes 
was  an  occasion  which  T^JTig  Zedekiah  had  long 
foreseen  and  dreaded.  It  found  him,  however,  no 
better  prepared  for  it  than  if  no  notice  or  warning 
of  its  approach  had  ever  reached  him.  Ten  years 
had  now  passed  away  since  he  had  ascended  the 
throne  of  Judah.  During  that  time  much  had 
happened  to  convince  him,  if  his  mind  had  been 
open  to  any  serious  conviction,  that  the  cause  of 


42  TALMON  AND   HADASSAH. 

the  prophet  was  the  cause  of  the  God  whose 
messenger  he  was.  But  all  such  opportunities  of 
forming  a  cahn,  true,  and  well-grounded  judgment 
were  thrown  away  upon  the  weak,  irresolute  heart 
of  Zedekiah.  In  vain  had  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
been  now  succeeded  by  a  riper  and  maturer  age, 
bringing  to  his  aid  the  strength  and  experience  of 
man's  estate  to  enable  him  to  wield  the  sceptre  of 
his  fathers  with  wisdom  and  justice.  Zedekiah, 
when  he  was  intrusted  by  Nebuchadnezzar  with 
the  kingdom  of  Judah,  had  scarcely  completed  his 
twenty-first  year.  And  evil  example,  it  must  be 
owned,  might  at  that  early  age  have  given  a  false 
bias  to  the  best  natural  disposition.  The  rank  of 
a  king's  son,  and  of  brother  to  the  reigning 
monarch,  was  not  probably  a  position  the  most 
favourable,  in  a  corrupt  court,  for  viewing  the 
prevailing  faults  and  vices  of  the  time  in  a  true 
light.  Flatterers  and  parasites,  like  weeds  in  the 
rankest  soils,  seldom  fail  to  spring  up  where  splen- 
dour and  wealth  abound.  Each  condition  of  life 
has  its  peculiar  dangers  and  trials  ;  and  that  of  the 
great  and  noble  is  far  from  being  an  exception  to 
the  rule.  Clouds  and  mists  often  envelope  the 
summit  of  the  lofty  hill,  while  the  inhabitant  of 
the  open  plain  is  enjoying  a  clear  and  healthy 
atmosphere.  K  then,  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances,  such  dangers  attend  the  great,  how 
much  more  so  may  we  believe  it  to  have  been  the 
case  under  a  king  like  Jehoiakim,  the  brother  and 
almost  immediate  predecessor  of  Zedekiah.  At  the 
time  of  his  brother's  succeeding  to  the  throne 
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Zedekiah  was  not  more  than  ten  years  old. 
During  the  most  critical  part  of  his  early  life, 
therefore,  from  that  age  till  the  commencement  of 
his  own  reign  at  twenty-one,  he  was,  in  all  like- 
lihood, exposed  to  the  baneful  influence  of  a  period 
of  rapidly  increasing  depravity.  The  tide  of 
wickedness,  which  had  been  rolled  back  by  the 
efforts  of  the  pious  Josiah,  seemed,  like  the  reflux 
wave,  to  have  retired  for  a  brief  interval,  only  that 
it  might  gather  strength  to  return  with  increased 
violence.  The  covetousness  of  Ahab,  the  abomi- 
nations of  Manasseh,  the  oppressions  of  Eehoboam, 
appear  to  have  found  a  common  centre  around 
which  to  rally  in  Jehoiakim's  reign.  One  of  his 
first  acts  had  been  to  put  to  death,  in  the  most 
deliberate  manner,  a  prophet  of  the  Most  High 
Q-OD,  whose  only  offence  had  been  that  of  lifting 
up  his  voice  to  warn  his  countrymen  of  the  divine 
judgment  hangiag  over  them.  The  aged  coun- 
sellors of  Jehoiakim  disguised  not  their  fears  of 
the  great  evil  which,  by  any  attack  upon  God's 
ambassador,  they  might  procure  to  their  souls.* 
But  their  protest  was  to  as  little  purpose  as  the 
advice  of  the  elders  to  Eehoboam  had  formerly 
been.  Alarmed  at  his  danger,  the  prophet  Urijah 
fled  into  Egypt;  but  thither  Jehoiakim's  mur- 
derous emissaries  pursued  him,  and  brought  their 
victim  back.  Time  and  reflection,  in  the  mean- 
while, had  made  no  change  in  Jehoiakim's  designs, 
and  the  prophet  fell  by  a  violent  and  contemptuous 

*  Jer.  xxvi,  19. 
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death,  at  once  a  victim  to  his  own  duty  of  pro- 
claiming the  truth,  and  a  monument  of  Jehoiakim's 
determined  resistance  to  it.  Jeremiah  would  pro- 
bably have  shared  the  same  fate,  for  he  was  guilty 
of  the  same  offence,  namely,  of  proclaiming  unwel- 
come truths,  but  a  Mend,  firm  as  he  was  wise  and 
upright,  was  raised  up  iq  his  behalf.  Ahikam,  the 
son  of  Shaphan,  who  had  probably  inherited  the 
office  which  his  father  held  in  Josiah's  reign,  that 
of  one  of  the  king's  chief  officers  of  state,  inter- 
posed his  powerM  influence  in  the  protection  of 
Jeremiah,  and  saved  him  for  the  time. 

A  few  such  facts  aa  these  are  sufficient  to  give  a 
tolerably  accurate  idea  of  the  state  of  things  which 
prevailed  during  the  more  youthful  period  of  Zede- 
kiah's  life.  But  if  so  sad  a  school  for  his  early 
years  as  that,  which  the  public  condition  of  society 
under  his  elder  brother  Jehoiakim  presented, 
should  appear  an  excuse  for  the  faults  and  vices  of 
the  younger  brother,  it  must  be  remembered  on 
the  other  hand  that  he  enjoyed  also  some  great 
advantages.  His  very  youth  would,  for  some  little 
time  afber  his  father's  death,  naturally  have  been  the 
cause  of  his  not  being  allowed,  nor  even  of  his 
having  the  inclination  to  joia  in  the  scenes  and 
acts  of  guilty  pleasure  in  which  his  elders  were 
revelling.  But  a  more  obvious  and  evident  advan- 
tage is  that  so  pious  a  father  as  Josiah,  we  must 
believe,  would  at  least  so  long  as  he  lived,  have 
taken  every  care  that  his  children  should  be  edu- 
cated with  the  strictest  attention  to  the  interests  of 
piety  and  morality.     His  own  career  had  been 
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exemplary  as  an  individual,  and  as  a  king  memo- 
rable both  for  his  pious  efforts  in  the  restoration 
of  the  true  religion,  and  for  the  success  which  had 
attended  them.  The  temple  had  been  cleansed  and 
repaired,  the  sacrifices  renewed,  and  above  all,  as  a 
guide  providentially,  we  may  well  suppose,  vouch- 
safed in  order  to  aid  his  future  designs,  the  lost 
volume  of  God's  written  word  had  been  discovered 
in  Josiah's  time. 

His  joy  at  regaining  so  inestimable  a  prize,  his 
deep  remorse  at  having  so  long  and  so  utterly, 
though  in  a  great  measure  unconsciously  trans- 
gressed its  sacred  precepts,  must  leave  us  without 
a  doubt  of  his  having  taken  proper  means  to  pub- 
lish and  enforce  its  contents  when  known.  Espe- 
cially, then,  in  his  own  household,  and  among  the 
children  whom  Gk)D  had  given  him,  he  would  labour 
to  cultivate  a  reverence  and  knowledge  of  the  will 
of  Jehovah.  Now  Zedekiah,  though  the  youngest 
son,  and  though  deprived  of  the  invaluable  blessing 
of  such  a  father,  when  but  ten  years  old,  could  not 
have  reached  even  that  age  without  having  gained 
much  in  the  way  of  sound  instruction  and  good 
principles  from  the  fostering  care  which  his  royal 
parent  would  naturally  have  bestowed  upon  his 
children.  Nor  would  the  pious  guardians  and 
instructors,  under  whose  charge  they  had  been 
placed  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  be  Hkely  to  be 
removed  at  once  or  abruptly.  And  that  there  were 
men  of  such  character  we  have  positive  evidence. 
For  we  see  them  coming  forward  nobly  to  give 
their  coim.sel  to  Jehoiakim  at  the  conmiencement 
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of  his  reign,  and  offering  him  advice  which,  if  it 
had  been  but  followed,  would  have  saved  their 
country  many  a  heavy  stroke  of  calamity.*  Even 
supposing  that  Hilkiah  the  high-priest  and  Sha- 
phan,  the  son  of  Azaliah,  Josiah's  chief  helpers 
and  advisers,  had  been  gathered  to  their  fathers 
before  the  death  of  king  Josiah  himself,  yet  we 
know  that  the  one  had  left  a  son,  Ahikam,  who 
wanted  not  the  fidelity  to  discharge  the  duty  of  a 
friend  to  the  young  princes,  his  late  sovereign's 
children.  There  was  also  Jeremiah,  and  there  were 
other  prophets  who,  if  not  personally  attached  in 
any  way  to  the  royal  household,  yet,  as  Zedekiah 
grew  up  to  an  age  when  he  might  have  sought  out 
their  counsel,  would  have  been  but  too  willing  to 
offer  it.  And  for  companions  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  he  must  have  had  the  society  of  some 
whose  names  have  come  down  to  us  adorned  with 
the  brightest  virtues.  Only  by  a  few  years  his 
superiors,  and  nearly  his  equals  in  rank  were 
Daniel  and  his  three  friends,  who  were  afterwards 
found,  when  in  a  heathen  court,  so  firm  in  their 
allegiance  to  the  true  faith  of  their  fathers.  They, 
too,  were  of  the  king's  seed  and  of  the  princes ; 
and  Daniel  himself  must  have  been  at  the  time  of 
Josiah's  death  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  Zedekiah 
being,  as  we  have  said,  about  ten. 

Neither  on  account  of  friends,  companions,  or 
example,  then,  up  to  the  time  of  his  father's  death, 
nor  even  for  some  space  after  it,  could  Zedekiah 

•  Jer.  Kvi.  3,  13,  16,  17. 
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ever  have  had  reason  to  complain.  He  may, moreover, 
have  enjoyed  other  privileges,  which  we  know  not 
of,  such  as  the  care  of  a  pious  mother ;  but  these  at 
least  are  evident.  Such  were  the  circumstances, 
with  respect  to  his  own  earlier  life,  under  which  he 
succeeded  to  the  throne  of  Judah.  A  reign  of  ten 
years  found  that  throne  now  tottering  under  the 
combined  attacks  of  foreign  and  powerful  foes  from 
without,  and  of  urgent  distress  aggravated  by  civil 
dissension  and  a  turbulent  aristocracy  from  within. 
"With  the  infatuation  natural  to  weak  minds  he  had 
gone  on  treating  with  contempt  the  warnings  both 
of  the  more  aged  and  prudent  among  his  friends,  as 
well  as  of  G-on's  prophets.  He  had  wilfully  blinded 
his  eyes  to  the  dangers  which,  like  a  cloud  though 
yet  only  the  size  of  a  man's  hand,  threatened  shortly 
to  darken  the  whole  atmosphere  of  his  earthly  exis- 
tence. At  length  the  flood  arose,  and  the  stream 
beat  vehemently  agaiust  the  fabric  of  his  own, 
and  his  kingdom's  safety.  The  shock  which  first 
showed  decidedly  that  the  breach  had  already  com- 
menced, appears  to  have  happened  on  the  day  which 
had  just  opened  upon  him.  An  important  crisis  in 
Zedekiah's  affairs  had  now  arrived.  The  princes 
were  to  appear  before  him,  for  the  purpose,  as  he 
well  knew,  of  demanding  the  prophet's  life  at  his 
hands. 

It  is  doubtful  to  what  amount  the  former  acts  of 
Zedekiah  may  have  been  virtually  the  acts  of  others, 
or  in  reality  his  own,  suggested  by  his  own  heart 
and  accomplished  by  his  own  choice.  But  it  was 
now  to  be  seen  whether  he  still  possessed  the  de- 
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gree  of  firmness  requisite  to  enforce  obedience  to 
conscience  in  a  matter  of  the  highest  moment,  or 
whether  he  would  suffer  himself  and  his  own  con- 
victions to  be  overborne  by  violent  and  ungodly 
advisers.  Such  is  ofben  a  decisive  and  critical  stage 
in  the  downward  progress  of  unstable  miads.  As 
long  as  aU  that  has  been  done,  however  self-con- 
demned in  its  nature,  be  the  fiiiit  of  our  own  act 
and  will,  there  always  appears  to  be  humanly  speak- 
ing a  retreat  and  an  escape  open.  We  seem  to  have 
been  our  own  masters  in  advancing — ^we  suppose 
oui^elves  to  be  so  still  either  for  further  advance 
or  for  return ;  and  this  notion  whether  a  true  one 
or  not,  will  in  a  great  measure  prevent  or  retard  a 
feeling  of  recklessness.  Under  a  happy  combina- 
tion of  circumstances  it  will  often  assist  in  bringing 
back  the  offender  to  better  things.  But  once  give 
ourselves  up  against  our  conscience  into  the  hands 
of  unprincipled  companions,  and  we  know  not  in- 
deed where  we  may  stop,  or  whether  retreat  will 
ever  be  possible.  "  His  servants  we  are  to  whom 
we  obey."  Which  of  the  two  courses  Zedekiah 
would  choose,  it  was  for  this  day  to  decide. 


CHAPTEE  V. 


''This  people  was  placed  as  a  light  unto  all  the  nations  of 
the  world  besides  :  they  enjoyed  extraordinary  prosperity  that 
others  might  be  allured  to  reverence  them,  and  taste  the  good- 
ness of  their  God  ;  their  unusual  judgments  and  strange  kind 
of  afflictions  were  as  so  many  proclamations  unto  the  world,  to 
beware  of  like  rebellion ;  seeing  all  the  world  was  set  on  wicked- 
ness, and  God  had  appointed  a  day  wherein  He  would  judge 
the  world  in  righteousness,  necessary  it  was  to  set  out  a  pat- 
tern of  His  mercy  and  justice  in  some  people ;  and  without 
wrong  to  any  other,  it  was  His  especial  favour  to  make  choice 
of  Abraham's  seed  for  this  purpose,  on  whom  He  showered  His 
mercies  in  greatest  abundance  whilst  they  were  obedient  and 
faithful  in  the  works  of  Abraham ;  but  when  they  rebelled  and 
vexed  His  Holy  Spirit,  then  He  turned  to  be  their  enemy,  and 
He  fought  against  them,  making  them  continual  examples  of 
his  unpartial  judgments/' — ^Works  of  Thomas  Jackson, 
D.D.,  sometime  President  of  Corpus  Christi  ColL,  Oxford,  and 
Dean  of  Peterborough.   Vol.  I.,  c.  1 7,  sect.  2,  p.  124.  Ed.  1844. 


CHAPTEE  V. 

**  The  heart  that  scorned  a  father's  care, 
How  can  it  rise  in  filial  prayer  ? 
How  an  all-seeing  Guardian  bear  ?" 

Christian  Year,    Trinity  Sunday. 

Aftbb  a  restless  and  troubled  night  during  whieli 
his  eyes  had  scarcely  been  closed  in  slumber  except 
at  short  and  fitful  intervals,  Zedekiah  arose.  In- 
stead of  being  refreshed  by  that  "  sweet  sleep " 
which  renews  and  recruits  the  strength  of  "  the 
labouring  man,"  Zedekiah's  waking  thoughts  were 
rather  haunted  with  the  memory  of  harassing 
dreams.  His  frequent  convulsive  starts  during  the 
night,  and  his  broken  incoherent  expressions,  min- 
gled with  repeated  mutterings  of  the  prophet's 
name,  had  not  escaped  the  notice  of  the  queen  his 
consort.  What  fresh  occasion  had  arisen  to  give 
cause  for  such  inward  disquiet,  she  had  not  learnt^ 
and  to  her  questions  anxiously  demanded  of  him  at 
their  rising,  he  returned  but  hasty  and  evasive 
answers.  He  knew  not  yet  his  own  weakness,  nor 
had  he  the  courage  manfully  to  face  the  danger 
which  was  that  day  to  meet  him.  Trusting  to  the 
result  of  fortuitous  circumstances  to  rescue  him 
from  hia  difficulty,  he  had  not  dared  to  picture  even 
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to  himself  the  reality  of  that  fall  which  was  now 
awaiting  him.     Much  less  would  he  allow  himself 
so  openly  to  anticipate  it  as  to  impart  his  fears 
even  to  her  whose  fate  was  bound  up  with  his  own, 
and  who  would  have  to  share  the  consequences  of 
whatever  he  might  now  decide  on.     It  is  an  un- 
favourable sign  when  from  fear  we  hesitate  to  open 
our  real  state   and  intentions  to  those  who  are 
nearest  and   dearest  to  us.     Truth  and  candour 
rather  seek  and  court  seasonable  inquiry  than  shun 
it.     And  while  in  such  a  state  of  mind,  seeing  as 
he  did  guilt  impending  over  him,  though  cherishing 
probably  some  vague  hope  of  escaping  it — such 
hope,  however,  if  to  be  realised  at  all,  yet  not  the 
fruit  of  any  effort  or  resolution  of  his  own,  but 
simply  to  him  the  result  of  fortunate  accident — ^how 
eould  he  with  such  feelings  commence  the  day  by 
pouring  out   his   heart  before  his    Maker? — ^how 
could  he  sincerely  pray  for  help  to  avoid  that  guiliy 
act,  which  though  he  might  possibly  wish  it  had 
never  met  him,  yet  when  met  he  had  no  settled 
intention  of  resisting?     Prayers  under  such  cir* 
cumstances  are  rather  the  endeavour  to  hide  our- 
selves from  God,  than  to  lay  our  hearts  bare  before 
him.     They  are  an  attempt  like  that  of  Ananias  to 
gain  the  credit  of  an  offering,  at  the  same  time 
keeping  back  part  of  the  price.   If  the  heart,  there- 
fore, feeling  itself  thus  placed,  prefer  actually  elud- 
ing the  duty  of  prayer  to  incurring  the  guilt  of 
conscious  hypocrisy,  can  it  be  matter  of  surprise  ?* 

*  In  illustration  of  the  remarks  contained  in  the  text  res- 
pecting an  aversion  to  prayer  caused  by  premeditated  or  unre- 
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Very  similar  to  this  was  the  unhappy  condition  in 
which  Zedekiah  found  himself  on  the  morning  of 
that  day.  Accordingly  hurrying  away  as  well  for 
the  sake  of  avoiding  any  further  inquiries  from  the 
queen,  as  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  in  the 
society  of  his  accustomed  counsellors  some  respite 
from  inward  trouble,  not  even  stopping  to  bestow  a 
father's  morning  salutation  on  his  youthful  family, 
he  left  the  sleeping  apartment,  and  sought  the  re- 
freshing morning  breezes  in  the  shady  gardens  of 
the  palace. 

There  Ebedmelech  the  Ethiopian,  one  of  the 
king's  household,  was  quickly  in  attendance  on 
his  royal  master.  The  inward  anxiety  which  be- 
trayed itself  in  the  king's  countenance  soon  caught 
his  watchftil  eye,  nor  was  he  at  a  loss  to  conjecture 
the  cause  of  it.  Himself  strongly  inclined  to  fol- 
low the  prophet's  advice  he  had  often  endeavoured 
to  influence  Zedekiah' s  mind  in  his  favour,  and  he 
now  once  more  made  an  attempt  of  the  same  kind. 
But   there   was   unfortunately  every  element    at 

pented  guilt,  the  following  quotation  may  be  appropriately 
cited : — **  While  a  man  has  ignorance  or  surprise  to  plead  in 
excuse  for  himself,  his  heart  may  still  be  right  with  God,  but 
when  he  wilfully  and  presumptuously  offends,  it  is  very  plain 
that  his  heart  is  then  alienated.  »  *  *  # 

He  henceforth  contracts  a  strange  ayersion  to  Him  (whom  he 
has  offended),  he  is  afraid  to  approach  Him,  conscious  to  him. 
self  that  he  has  been  acting  treacherously,  nay,  perhaps 
strongly  inclined,  if  not  resolved  even  to  do  so  again  ;  at  least 
not  fully  resolved  against  it,  he  has  therrfore  little  or  no 
heart  to  pray  to  Ood,** — Watbrland,  Sermon  IL,  on  Pre ' 
sumptuous  Sin.    Vol.  IX.,  p.  155. 
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present  wanting  in  the  king's  breast,  which  would 
have  enabled  him  to  come  to  any  firm  resolution. 
Ebedmelech,  however,  suffered  himself  not  to  be 
discouraged  while  there  was  a  ray  of  hope  left* 
Though  not  himself  one  of  the  chosen  people,  but 
l^prung  firom  a  foreign  and  despised  nation,  he  was 
notwithstanding  one  of  the  few  who  had  now  the 
courage  and  piety  to  offer  sound  and  godly  counsel 
to  their  sovereign.  Whether  brought  up  from  a 
child  among  the  king's  household  attendants,  or, 
having  come  from  his  own  country  at  a  more  ad- 
vanced age ;  in  either  case  it  is  an  honoiu^  to  hiTn 
that  he  appears  to  have  availed  himself  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  circumstances  offered  him.  He  saw 
around  him  what  was  sufficient  to  convince  any 
candid  mind  by  the  aid  of  reason  only,  that  here 
amid  the  people  of  Israel  was  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  God.  For  who  else  but  He  that  created  the 
heavens  and  formed  the  earth  could  now  govern 
His  creatures  as  the  Loan  Jehovah  did  govern 
Israel  ?  By  many  signs  He  openly  proved  Him- 
self their  governor.  Por  had  He  not  declared  from 
ancient  time  what  should  happen  P  Had  He  not 
shown  things  that  were  to  come  hereafter,  even 
from  the  beginning  had  declared  them,  that  men 
might  know  them,  and  before-time  that  they  might 
say  "  He  is  the  righteous  One ;"  who  else  but  the 
true  God  could  do  such  things  ?*  "  Of  a  truth 
it  is  that  your  Gk)D  is  a  God  of  gods,  and  a  Lobb 
of  kings,"   said  the  proud  monarch  of  Babylon, 

*  See  Isaiah  zlv.  51,  and  zli.  26, 
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astounded  at  the  wonderful  powers  granted  to  the 
messengers  and  prophets  of  the  Lobd  Jehoyah. 
Would  that  such  a  reasonable  and  right  conviction 
had  but  lasted,  and  led,  not  only  in  his  case  but  in 
that  of  others,  to  its  proper  results.  Then  indeed, 
might  the  boldest  flights  of  the  prophetic  spirit 
have  been  long  ago  accomplished,  ^  that  the  earth 
should  be  fiUed  with  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
the  LoBD  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea." 

That  such  glorious  events  did  not  happen  in 
those  ages  seems  at  least  to  have  been  from  no 
want  of  providential  interposition.  There  is  a  limit 
beyond  which  even  reason  tells  us  that  to  expect 
divine  interposition  would  be  to  expect  that  the 
whole  system  of  this  world  should  be  changed. 
But  within  that  limit  aU  seems  to  have  been  done 
that  could  have  been  done.  A  nation  gathered 
out  from  among  the  best  known  portion  of  the 
ancient  civilized  world,  rescued  from  the  power  of 
that  people  who  had  enslaved  and  oppressed  them, 
rescued  by  the  mightiest  and  most  awakening 
miracles,  carried  on  dry  land  through  the  paths  of 
the  ocean's  bed,  planted  in  another  land,  that,  land 
the  veiy  centre  *  as  it  were  of  the  then  inhabited 
globe,  whither  moreover  their  terror  and  their  re- 
port had  gone  before  them,  the  terror,  that  is,  of 
their  GtOJ),  for  they  were  known  themselves  to  be 
but  a  feeble  people,  only  yesterday  the  slaves  of 

*  «  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  This  is  Jerusalem,  I  have  set 
it  in  the  midst  of  the  nations  and  countries  that  are  round 
about  her." — Exek.  t.  5.    See  also  Deut.  zzxiL  8. 
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foreign  masters — ^these  ransomed  captives  thus 
brought,  with  mighty  signs  and  wonders  accom- 
panying them,  to  a  land  possessed  by  warlike  and 
powerful  nations — a  people  strong  and  mighty  with 
cities  fenced  up  to  heaven,  such  nations  falling  one 
by  one  before  them,  swept  firom  the  face  of  the 
earth  "  as  the  ox  licketh  up  the  grass" — ^the  king- 
dom of  the  strangers  thus  established  in  their  place 
— girt  about  forthwith  as  it  were  with  a  wall  of 
fire,  lest  when  once  established  their  hostile  neigh- 
bours should  injure  them — ^the  eyes  of  all  the  sur- 
rounding countries  involuntarily  turned  towards 
them,  and  gazing  in  mute  astonishment  at  what 
was  come  to  pass  in  the  earth — these  same  people 
in  succeeding  generations,  even  when  for  their 
chastisement  allowed  to  be  vanquished  by  foreign 
princes,  yet  compelling  those  princes  to  respect 
them  in  their  bonds,  and  to  own  their  religion  to 
be  the  only  true  one,  their  Gk)D  to  be  the  G-od  of 
gods — all  this  done,  and  known,  and  seen,  and 
published  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
world,  as  well  by  miraculous  interposition  as  by 
the  decrees  of  the  mightiest  princes,  circulated 
through  every  people,  nation,  and  language  of  their 
dominions  ;*  and  then  can  it  be  asked,  what  evi- 
dence was  there,  what  providential  means  ever  put 
in  action  for  the  diffusion  and  manifestation  of  the 
truth  ?  "Was  there  in  this  wide-spread  report,  no 
clue  for  the  inquiring  mind  to  seize  upon,  no  thread 
by  which  to  commence  unravelling  the  labyrinth 

*  See  Daniel  iii.  29,  and  vi  25. 
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of  human  error  ?  Undoubtedly  there  was,  and 
who  shall  say  how  many  thousands  there  may  have 
been,  who,  even  among  nations  reputed  to  have 
been  heathen,  bowed  not  the  knee,  like  their 
brethren,  to  the  work  of  their  own  hands,  but  wor- 
shipped the  one  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth  ?  "  The 
secret  things  belong  unto  the  Lobd  ;"  but  this  we 
may  jGurly  assume,  that  had  but  the  Jewish  nation 
done  their  intended  duty  and  part  in  forwarding 
the  work  of  Gtoj)  by  making  their  example  as  con- 
spicuous for  piety  and  holiness  as  they  themselves 
were  made  conspicuous  for  the  possession  both  of 
divine  truth  and  divine  protection,  then  results 
of  the  most  extensive  and  most  happy  kind  might 
in  all  reason  have  been  expected  to  follow.* 

In  the  infancy  of  the  human  mind, — ^and  an 
infancy  of  the  whole  race  of  man,  considered  as 
rational  and  intellectual  beings,  there  appears  upon 
consideration  to  have  been,  as  well  as  in  the  case 
of  every  single  and  separate  nation, — in  such  a  state 
of  infancy,  to  have  had  before  the  eyes  of  men  an 
example  of  a  people  thus  especially  taken  under 
the  Divine  government,  in  order  to  act  as  deposi- 
taries, voluntary  or  involuntary,  of  God's  commands 
and  of  His  recorded  designs  for  future  generations — 
and  themselves  to  be  in  their  national  capacity 
either  punished  or  rewarded  respectively,  either 
blessed  with  outward  prosperity  or  chastened  by 
temporal  pimishment  in  the  exact  and  justest  pro- 
portion to  their  national  obedience; — such  must 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  this  chapter. 
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have  been  a  spectacle  and  a  proof  botli  most  aptly 
suited  to  tlie  hitherto  inexperienced  state  of  the 
moral  world,  and  most  wisely  calculated  to  awaken 
due  attention  in  all  minds.  And  the  attention 
once  awakened,  once  rightly  directed,  truth  need 
not  long  have  been  wanting.  That  such  was  at 
least  some  part  of  the  destined  lot  and  duty  of  the 
nation  to  whom  the  "oracles  of  GK)d  were  com- 
mitted," who  would  venture  to  deny  ?  And  if  so, 
was  not  the  neglect  of  it  one  of  their  national 
offences  ?  There  are  sins  of  omission,  as  well  as 
the  more  glaring  class  of  positive  transgressions ; 
and  for  the  one  no  less  than  for  the  other  class 
there  appears  to  be  but  in  conmion  justice  a  due 
recompense  at  the  hands  of  "  the  righteous  Judge 
of  all  the  earth." 

The  few  instances  which  have  been  recordedr-of 
such  happy  effects  occurring,  happened,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  rather  in  spite  of,  than  owing  to,  the  endea- 
vours of  those  through  whose  instrumentality  they 
were  produced.  Yet,  few  as  they  were,  they  war- 
rant us  in  believing  that  fruits  the  same  in  kind, 
but  far  more  abundant  in  measure,  might  have 
been  justly  looked  for  by  the  Lobd  of  the  spiritual 
harvest,  afber  His  having  scattered  so  bountifully 
the  good  seed,  and  guided  all  so  providentially  for 
its  increase.  A  fistvourable  specimen  of  what  might 
have  been  generally  expected  is  presented  to  us  in 
the  particular  instance  of  Ebedmelech.  By  birth, 
an  heir  of  that  curse  which  was  laid  on  the  poste- 
rity of  Ham — ^by  circumstances,  a  slave,  and  so  a 
victim  of  the  most  cruel  indignities  incidental  to 
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Oriental  servitude — ^yet  his  connection  with  the 
chosen  people  of  God  had  been  the  means  of 
placing  within  his  reach  blessings  that  far  more 
than  compensated  for  all  these  disadvantages  of  his 
nnfavonrable  origin.*  And  neither  had  he  failed 
to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunities  thus  offered  to 
him,  nor  had  his  efforts  been  imnoticed.  Truly 
God  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  He  may,  and  un- 
doubtedly does,  in  His  treatment  of  us,  as  members 
of  a  nation,  see  cause  sometimes  to  punish  the  in- 
nocent with  the  guilty — ^if  innocent,  indeed,  even 
in  this  sense,  any  can  be  called;  but  the  ex- 
amples of  His  particular  providence,  even  in  cases 
of  temporal  pimishment,  can  leave  us  in  no  doubt 
that  in  the  end  we  shall  see  the  righteous  judg- 
ment of  the  LoBD.  In  every  nation  he  that  fear- 
eth  Him  is  accepted  vrith  Him;  but  whosoever 
does  fear  Him  must  act  up  to  the  means  of  know- 
ledge and  of  grace  vouchsafed  for  his  guidance. 
And  so  we  have  the  best  reason  to  believe  Ebed- 
melech  did.  He  had  probably  seen  both  the  ftdfil- 
ment  of  many  former  prophecies  and  also  the  fate 
of  those  who  had  despised  them.  He  had  laid  up 
these  things  in  his  heart ;  and  while  others  mocked 
and  insulted  God's  prophets,  he  honoured  them. 
While  others,  in  spite  of  the  open  denunciation 
pronounced  in  their  hearing  upon  such  conduct, 
continued  to  put  their  trust  in  man,  and  make 
flesh  their  arm,t  he,  on  the  contrary,  steadfastly 
placed  his  trust  in  the  Lobd.| 

*  See  Isaiah  Ivi.  4  and  5.     f  Jer.  xvii.  5.      %  Jer.  xzzix.  18. 
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The  mild  suggestions  of  Ebedmelech  in  flavour 
of  Jeremiah  were  listened  to  by  his  master  with 
mingled  feelings  of  pleasure  and  fear — ^pleasure  at 
finding  that  one,  whose  virtues  commanded  silent 
respect,  should  agree  in  opinions  and  wishes  with 
him — ^fear,  lest  this  additional  testimony  to  the 
plain  dictates  of  conscience  should  stain  with 
deeper  guilt  that  deviation  from  them  which  inward 
weakness  already  foretold.  As  the  two  figures,  the 
king  and  his  faithful  counsellor,  were  seen  standing 
together,  or  at  intervals  pacing  along  the  spacious 
and  shady  terraces  of  the  royal  palace,  which  Solo- 
mon, in  the  days  of  Judah's  glory  had  built — ^Ebed- 
melech anxiously  watching  the  countenance  of  his 
sovereign,  suggesting  from  time  to  time  with  care- 
ful judgment  each  topic  that  appeared  likely  to 
turn  the  scale  of  judgment  in  favour  of  truth  and 
justice, — what  heart -stirring  reflections  might 
have  occurred  to  the  mind  of  a  spectator  at  that 
strange  sight! — ^the  servant  not  seeking  to  be  as 
his  master,  but  striving  that  his  master  should  be 
as  he — ^that  master  meanwhile  unable  to  deny  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  his  servant's  wish — ^the  ser^ 
vant  not  receiving  "a  divine  sentence  from  the 
lips  of  the  king,"*  but  giving  or  offering  on  his 
part  pious  and  godly  counsel  to  his  monarch — ^he 
who  was  appointed  from  his  forefathers  to  be  "  a 
servant  of  servants"  t  to  his  brethren,  now  rising, 
in  aU  things  except  external  power,  superior  to 
every  weight  of  circumstances  that  could  oppress 

•  Prov.  xvi  10.  t  Gen.  ix.  25. 
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bim,  and,  but  for  eyil  influences  elsewhere,  guiding 
worthily  and  successfully  the  hand  which,  though 
the  last  of  its  race,  stiU  wielded  the  sceptre  of  the 
royal  line  of  Judah.  A  prophetic  eye  might  from 
that  morning's  scene  have  caught  glimpses  of  future 
destiny.  It  might  have  foreseen  the  beginnings  of 
that  mighty  change  which  was  to  take  place  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  two  then  existing  divisions 
of  mankind,  the  covenanted  and  the  aliens;  and 
in  the  persons  of  those  two  figures  then  stand- 
ing together  might  have  beheld  types  of  the  re- 
spective conditions  of  those  two  classes,  to  be 
accomplished  in  due  course  of  time,  when  that 
heavy  sentence  should  be  pronounced  and  ftilfilled, 
"  The  kingdom  of  Q-on  shall  be  taken  from  you, 
and  given  to  a  nation  bringing  forth  the  fruits 
thereof."* 

*  S.  Matt  xxi  43. 


NoTB. — **  All  this  while  the  rest  of  the  world  reap  almost  the 
same  benefit  by  them,  whether  they  keep  their  law  and  prosper, 
or  disobey  it  and  are  in  distress.  One  would  naturally  suppose 
that  they  must  partake  of  the  improvements  of  the  Jews'  reli- 
gion in  some  degree,  as  well  as  these  partook  of  their  corrup- 
tions ;  and  this  appears  to  be  the  case  in  fact ;  and  as  it  has 
been  observed  of  Greece,  that  when  it  was  subdued  by  the 
Romans,  itself  subdued  its  conquerors,  softened  their  savage 
temper,  and  refined  their  manners  ; — and  afterwards  of  the 
Romans  themselves,  that  wherever  they  conquered,  they  civi- 
lised the  world  ;  so  may  it,  with  much  greater  justice  be  said 
of  the  Jews,  that  they  improved  and  reformed  the  religion  of 
every  people,  who  were  either  brought  into  subjection  to  them 
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or  into  whose  hands  they  fell ;  who  were  witnesses  of  the 
power  and  justice  of  their  God,  either  in  disting^hing  them 
by  rewards,  for  their  adhering  to  Him,  or  as  remarkably 
punishing  them  for  deserting  Him,  and  who  seemed  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  intent  of  these  His  dispensations,  es- 
pecially when  they  were  made  the  instruments  thereof. 

*'Thus  by  the  yarious  revolutions  in  their  gOYemmentand 
•frequent  change  of  their  condition,  they  spread  the  knowledge 
of  their  history  and  religion  far  and  near ;  more  especially  by 
the  total  dispersion  of  the  ten  tribes,  and  the  great  captivity  of 
Judah  imder  the  Assyrians  and  Babylonians ;  when  by  their 
cleaving  more  steadfutly  to  God,  and  refusing  to  comply  with 
the  idolatrous  worship  of  the  empire,  they  were  distinguished 
by  many  extraordinary  interpositions  of  Providence,  and  had 
several  royal  proclamations  and  public  decrees  made  in  their 
favour,  which  bore  testimony  to  the  supreme  power,  wisdom, 
and  justice  of  their  God.  •  •  •  Philadelphus,  the  son 
of  Ptolemy,  procured  a  translation  of  their  law  into  Greek,  tiie 
then  most  universal  language ;  which  was,  as  it  were,  a  new 
publication  of  their  religion.  ♦  •  ♦  His  successor, 
Euergetes,  offered  sacrifices,  and  gave  thanks  to  the  God  of 
Israel  for  all  his  victories,  having  seen  the  prophecies  of 
Daniel  concerning  them ;  and  being  convinced  that  he  owed 
them  only  to  that  God  whose  prophet  had  so  fully  predicted 
them.  Ptolemy  Philometor  had  a  comment  on  the  five  books 
of  Moses,  dedicated  to  him  by  his  preceptor ;  and  permitted 
Onias,  the  high  priest,  to  build  a  temple  in  his  kingdom  after 
the  model  of  that  at  Jerusalem,  and  to  perform  the  same  wor- 
ship in  it ;  whereby  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah  was,  perhaps,  ful- 
filled, *  That  there  should  be  an  altar  to  the  Lord  in  tiie  midst 
of  the  land  of  Egypt,'  and  by  this  means  His  name  became  as 
well  known  there  as  in  Judea  itself,  that  temple  continuing 
above  340  years.  When  at  length  Judea  was  reduced  to  a 
Roman  province,  this  people  and  their  religion  became  no  lest 
known  over  all  that  vast  empire.  •  •  •  Thus  did  the 
four  great  successive  monarchies  severally  contribute  towards 
propagating  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  in  the  world. 
Thus,  as  the  last  of  His  prophets  had  foretold,  'from  the  rising 


TALMON  Aim   HADASSAH.  63 

of  the  son,  even  unto  the  gomg  down  of  the  same,  wu  HU 
name  great  among  the  Grentiles.'  And  'though  the  Jews 
were  nerer  able  to  conyert  a  whole  nation  to  their  Church,  and 
make  it  the  established  religion  of  the  country,  yet  they 
gained  everywhere  numerous  proselytes  to  their  law,  and  many 
more  to  the  belief  of  one  Supreme  Gon ;  *  *  *  and 
thereby  prepared  the  minds  of  men  for  a  more  perfect  dispen- 
sation ;  and  might  have  done  this  unth  still  better  eueceee  had 
they  acted  more  eoi^fbrmabfy  to  the  genius  qf  their  ovm  insti- 
futionSf  and  not  treated  all  others  with  so  much  pride,  and 
ill  natfire,  ,as  qflen  rendered  themselves  odious  and  con- 
temptible to  themy  especially  in  the  latter  ages  of  their  govern- 
mmtt.    ♦    •    ♦ 

''Besides,  the  Jewish  prophets  were  often  despatched  to 
foreign  countries  to  acquaint  them  with  the  counsels  of  the 
Most  Highland  to  make  them  know  the  Lord.  Jeremiah 
was  ordained  a  prophet  unto  the  nations,  who,  together  with 
Isaiah  and  Ezekiel,  prophesied  to  most  of  them.  •  •  • 
And  thus  did  this  famous  people  every  way  conduce  to  propa- 
gate the  knowledge  and  fear  of  the  one  true  God  in  almost 
every  nation,  either  by  their  prosperity  or  adversity,  their  con- 
quests or  captivities,  their  separation  from  the  rest  of  the 
nations,  or  their  dispersion  among  them,  both  by  the  laws  that 
were  given  them  and  by  the  prophets  which  at  various  times 
were  raised  up  in  the  midst  of  them,  proclaiming  the  power 
and  justice  of  the  universal  Governor  of  the  world,  and  fore- 
telling His  disposal  both  of  them  and  the  neighbouring  states, 
together  with  the  reasons  of  it 

**  Thus  were  mankind  far  from  being  rejected  by  their  Maker 
during  this  state  of  nonage,  though  He  had  His  peculiar  resi- 
dence among  the  Jews,  and  was  their  visible  guardian  and 
director.  The  express  terms  of  His  covenant,  indeed,  belonged 
to  tliem  (which,  as  it  consisted  in  temporal  things.  He  was  often 
obliged  to  interpose  to  make  good  the  performance  of  it ;  and 
which,  on  that  very  account,  could  not  be  a  more  perfect  one), 
the  real  benefits  thereof,  the  Heavenly  Canaan,  of  which  the 
first  maybe  conceived  as  only  a  type  or  shadow,  extended  '  to 
the  people  of  every  nation  that  feared    God  and  worked 
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righteousness' — and  He  might  fix  His  residence  in  Jewry,  as 
being  in  the  midst  of  the  nations,  in  order  to  dispense  the  rays 
of  His  light  more  equally  and  advantageously  among  Ihem,  to 
whom  His  chosen  people  probably  were  designed  to  bear  a  due 
proportion,  as  some  understand  those  words  of  Deuteronomy 
zxzii.  8,  '  He  set  the  bounds  of  the  people  according  to  the 
number  of  the  people  of  IsraeL'  '* — Law's  Considerations  on 
the  Theory  qf  Religion,  p.  84. 

It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  observe  how  completely  the 
principle  implied  in  the  above  remarks  is  applicable  after 
making  due  allowance  for  change  of  time  and  circumstances 
to  Christendom  generally  at  the  present  day,  surrounded  as 
it  is  even  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  world's  age,  with  na- 
tions of  heathens  and  unbelievers.  And  if  to  Christendom  ge- 
nerally, is  it  not  applicable  to  England  in  a  particular  and 
especial  manner,  holding,  as  she  does,  from  Him  **  who  ruleth 
in  the  kingdom  of  men,"  the  sceptre  of  the  ocean  in  one  hand, 
and  in  the  other  as  a  true  branch  of  Christ's  Apostolic 
Church,  the  open  volume  of  God's  revealed  word  ? 


Christians..  260,000,000 

Unbblieyers 600,000,000 

Total  Population  or  THE  World   860,000,000 


CHAPTEE  Vr. 


'*  The  solemn  visible  sacrifices,  when  instituted  by  the  com- 
mand of  Him,  the  great  Invisible,  are  to  be  presented  by  every 
pious  person,  with  an  humble  and  obedient  regard ;  yet  the 
chief  labour  is  to  be  employed  on  the  pure  sublime  worship 
and  obedience  of  the  mind.  •  •  •  Even  in  the  Jewish 
Church,  while  the  obligation  to  sacrifice  did  yet  continue  with 
all  the  laborious  institution  of  external  worship,  holiness,  and 
righteousness,  and  integrity  of  heart  and  life,  were  acknoW'* 
ledged  to  be  the  most  essential  parts  of  religion,  though,  alas ! 
while  all  confessed  it  in  words,  there  were  very  few  that  set 
themselves  seriously  to  perform  it.  *  •  ♦  Since  the 
Temple  has  been  demolished,  and  the  priests  with  their  sacri- 
fices have  ceased,  the  Jews  themselves  have  instituted,  in  the 
place  of  this,  the  offering  of  the  lip  with  the  commemoration 
only  of  ancient  sacrifice,  persuaded  that  this  would  be  equally 
effectual ;  and  have  appointed  three  daily  lessons,  calling  him 
who  diligently  recites  them  a  son  of  eternal  life/' — Leigh - 
ton's  Meditations  on  Psalm  IV, 


CHAPTEE  VI. 

"  Next  came  one 
Who  monraed  in  earnest  when  the  captive  ark 
Maimed  his  hrute  image,  head  and  hands  lopped  off 
In  his  own  temple,  on  the  gnmsel  edge, 
Where  he  fell  flat  and  shamed  his  worshippers : 
Dagon  his  name,  sea-monster,  upwards  man 
And  downward  fish  ;  yet  had  his  temple  high 
Reared  in  Azotus,  dreaded  through  the  coast 
Of  Palestine,  in  Gath,  and  Ascalon, 
And  Accaron  and  Graza's  frontier  bounds/' 

Paradise  Lotty  Book  I. 

The  king  was  now  joined  by  Sendah  the  high 
priest.  After  the  usual  salutation  and  obeisance 
had  been  made,  Seraiah  quickly  commenced  the 
conversation,  suspecting,  from  Ebedmelech  having 
been  seen  in  close  communication  with  his  royal 
master,  and  firom  the  king's  own  agitated  and 
anxious  looks,  that  the  counsels  of  the  princes  were 
not  altogether  in  harmony  with  the  king's  present 
intentions.  "WiU  my  lord  the  king,"  said  Se- 
raiah, "be  prepared  this  day  to  receive  the  pro- 
posals of  his  faithful  counsellors,  and  to  stop  the 
further  mischief  which  is  daily  done  by  the  mad 
r  2 
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prophet  of  Anathoth  ?  Too  long  has  he  discou- 
raged and  disheartened  the  minds  of  our  brave 
citizens ;  and  by  his  idle  visions  and  parables  has 
disturbed  the  plans  which  we  had  devised  for  the 
safety  of  our  sovereign  and  our  country." 

The  last  few  words  seemed  to  offer  Zedekiah 
an  opportunity  of  changing  the  subject  for  a  while, 
and  of  turning  the  turbid  current  of  his  thoughts 
into   another    though    scarcely  less    rugged    and 
broken  channel.     "  What  tidings,"  asked  the  king, 
"  does  this  morning  bring  of  our  own  brave  warriors 
and  soldiers ;   and  what  of  our  foes  ?    Does  the 
proud  Babylonian  stiU  trust  that  his  war-engines 
and  his  embankments   shall  prevail  against    the 
lofty  bulwarks  of  the  city  of  David?  or  does  he 
hope  that  his  profane  and  heathen  multitude  shall 
be    allowed    the    mastery    over  the  chosen,  the 
heaven-defended  people  of  Judah  ?     But  what  new 
plans   has   he  put  in  motion  against  us?    The 
captain  of  our  hosts  has  doubtless  given  you  the 
latest  tidings  for  your  sovereign's  ears."     While 
Zedekiah' s  heart  but  faintly  echoed  back  these 
boastful  expressions,  which  his  tongue  had  rather 
learnt  from  the  infatuated  courtiers  that  usually 
surrounded  him,  than  had  uttered  from  any  con- 
viction of  his  own,  Seraiah  promptly  took  up  the 
thread  of  the  discourse  and  replied :  "  No  change 
since  the  last  tidings  brought  to  my  lord  the  king, 
has   occurred,   or  his   servants  would  have   duly 
apprised  their  lord  of  it.     The  Babylonian  is  still 
wasting  his  strength  and  the  lives  of  his  heathen 
subjects  beneath  our  walls.     A  few  suns  more  will 


TALMOK  AKD   HADASSAH.  b9 

doubtless  see  the  scattered  remnant  of  his  hosts 
flying  before  our  own  and  our  allies'  combined 
attacks.  Our  Egyptian  confederates  are  waiting 
only  tin  time  shall  have  exhausted  the  energies, 
and  till  security  shall  have  lulled  to  sleep  the 
vigilance  of  our  besiegers,  to  fall  upon  them  as  the 
eagle  on  his  prey.  So,  too/  speak  the  seers,  those 
at  least  of  them  whose  minds  have  not  yet  been 
perverted  by  cowardice  or  treachery.  As  for  that 
blind  enthusiast  and  recreant,  who  was  only  pre- 
vented from  falling  away  to  our  enemies  by  the 
watchftdness  of  the  brave  Irijah,*  and  who,  even 
from  his  prison,  dares  stiU  to  send  forth  the  sedi- 
tious poison  of  his  so-styled  prophecies,  let  his 
blood  be  upon  the  heads  of  my  lord  the  king's 
servants,  and  this  day  shall  be  the  last  of  his  utter- 
ing his  burdens  t  and  complainings.  As  for  the 
truth  or  consistency  of  his  pretended  prophecies, 
what  reliance  can  be  placed  on  them,  when  his  own 
acts  contradict  them  ?  Has  the  report  reached  the 
ears  of  my  lord  the  king,  concerning  the  dreamer's 
crafty  bargaining  with  Hanameel,  the  son  of  his 
uncle  Shallum,  for  a  parcel  of  land  in  Anathoth, 
his  native  village  ?" 

"Sayest  thou  this  of  Jeremiah,  the  son  of 
HHkiah  ?"  asked  the  king.  "  Of  none  other  than 
him,  my  lord,"  replied  Seraiah.  "  Who  else  but  he 
so  mad  as  to  make  his  own  actions  falsify  his 
words  ?  Yet  he-  is  still  daily  uttering  his  fore- 
bodings that  Jerusalem  shall  be  taken;  that  the 

*  Jer.  xxxvii.  13.  f  See  Jer.  xxiii.  33,  34. 
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Chaldeans  shall  destroy  with  fire  and  sword  our 
ancient  city ;  that  the  children  of  Judah  shall  be 
slain  or  carried  away  captives ;  and  that  the  land 
shall  be  desolate.  Does  he  not  take  us  for  idiots, 
that  he  would  have  us  believe  these  his  vain  fancies, 
and  yet,  in  the  midst  of  uttering  them,  nay,  almost 
with  the  same  breath,  he  invites  witnesses  to  bear 
testimony  to  his  purchase  of  the  very  land  that  is 
to  lie  desolate?  And  can  my  lord  the  king  be 
yet  doubtful  about  the  character  of  one  who  thus 
proclaimeth  his  own  shame?" 

"  Before  what  witnesses,"  again  asked  Zedekiah, 
"was  so  strange  a  deed  transacted?"  "Even 
before  Baruch  the  scribe,  the  son  of  Neriah,"  was 
the  reply,  "  and  before  all  the  Jews  who  sat  in  the 
court  of  the  prison.*  Nor  was  he  satisfied  with 
the  evidence  of  mere  ocular  witness.  The  writings, 
even  the  sealed  and  the  open  writings,  were  both 
duly  subscribed,  and  the  price  in  full  weight 
delivered  over  before  many  spectators.  Can  my 
lord  need  further  proof  of  his  self-convicted  foUy  ? 
And  shall  such  a  one  be  allowed  to  blast  and  mar 
all  our  attempts  to  preserve  our  city,  and  to  repel 
these  heathen  spoilers  from  our  gates  ?  Por  so  he 
does  at  present  mar  them.  The  giddy,  ignorant 
rabble  still  listen  to  his  mad  ravings.  Some  are 
yet  idle  enough  to  regard  him  as  a  true  prophet, 
and,  but  for  the  efforts  of  our  bold  patriots,  would 
probably  follow  his  accursed  counsel,  and  give 
themselves  up  as  slaves  to  the  Babylonians.     The 

♦  Jer.  zxxii.  7 — 16. 
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sword  and  the  pestilence  have  abeady  relieved  us 
of  many  such  useless  burdens,  and  may  they  still 
continue  to  do  so.  The  forefront  of  the  battle 
shall  not  be  wanting  in  assisting  to  rid  us  of  them 
if  Seraiah  has  any  influence  in  the  council  of  the 
piinces.  And  so  let  aU  the  enemies  of  my  lord 
the  king,  perish  and  be  confounded." 

The  heat  of  conversation,  and  the  impetuosity  of 
a  mind  unbridled  by  any  feelings  of  humanity  or 
piety  had  betrayed  the  usually  cautious  leader  of 
his  party,  intent  as  he  was  then  upon  a  scheme  of 
cruelty  and  sacrilege,  rather  beyond  the  limits  of 
his  accustomed  prudence.  He  had  allowed  himself, 
unguardedly,  to  touch  upon  more  than  one  subject, 
whidi  he  had  hitherto  endeavoured  to  keep  strictly 
concealed  from  the  kiug's  knowledge.  The  ravages 
which  the  famine  and  the  pestilence  were  fast 
making  in  the  lower  ranks  of  the  people,  as  might 
naturally  have  been  expected  after  a  siege  of  nearly 
eighteen  months'  duration — the  profligate  disregard 
of  life  and  justice  shown  by  the  soldiery  and  their 
leaders  in  the  treatment  of  their  |  helpless  fel- 
low-citizens— ^the  cruelty  exercised  in  examining, 
by  torture,  any  who  were  supposed  to  have 
secreted  the  smallest  quantity  of  provisions* — 
all  these  were  points  which  Seraiah  had  uninten- 
tionally, in  the  indiscriminate  zeal  with  which  he 
had  been  urging  the  object  of  his  present  endea- 
vours, allowed  to  escape  his  lips,  although  only  in 
the  way  of  transient  and  indirect  allusion. 

*  See  Josephus.    Wars  of  the  Jews,  Book  VI. 
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While  his  last  words  were  being  uttered,  in 
which  he  reproached  vrith  a  charge  of  abject 
cowardice  those,  who  would,  in  obedience  to  the 
prophet,  have  surrendered  themselves  to  the  be- 
siegers, a  look  of  mingled  scorn  and  hatred  might 
have  been  observed  to  pass  rapidly  over  his  fea- 
tures, as  his  eyes  met  those  of  the  third  person  in 
that  group,  the  faithful  Ebedmelech.  Among  the 
number  of  those  whom  he  had  so  bitterly  reviled  as 
listeners  to  the  prophet's  words,  each  of  the  two 
whose  looks  then  encountered  those  of  the  other, 
was  inwardly  conscious  that  one  then  present  was 
intended.  But  the  king's  personal  attendant  stood 
too  safely  sheltered  under  the  protection  of  the 
royal  favour  to  be  attacked  without  danger  of 
wounding  his  master. 

On  the  present  occasion,  however,  the  accusation 
might  have  been  made  even  more  boldly  without 
being  perceived  by  the  king.  For  the  latter  part 
of  Sendah's  words  had  been  wholly  lost  upon  one 
of  his  hearers.  A  chord  had  been  inadvertently 
touched  by  the  speaker,  to  which  every  feeling  in 
the  mind  of  Zedekiah  vibrated  vrith  fearful  rapidity. 
The  mention  of  the  covenant,  the  witnesses,  the 
evidence,  which,  in  speaking  of  Jeremiah's  pur- 
chase of  land,  Seraiah  had  dwelt  upon  rather  at 
length,  suggested  a  subject  likely  enough,  as  the 
event  proved,  to  bring  back  to  Zedekiah' s  memory 
a  scene  of  somewhat  similar  nature  in  which  he 
had  been  most  nearly  concerned.  He  could  not 
forget  that  the  throne,  upon  which  he  sat,  had  been 
transferred  from  his  brother  to  himself  upon  the 
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condition  of  a  strict  oath  being  taken  on  his  part 
to  which  the  very  men,  who  now  stood  by  him,  had 
themselves  been  witnesses.  The  day  was  yet  fresh 
in  his  memory  on  which  he  had  solemnly  pledged 
himself  before  the  Babylonian  monarch,  and  before 
the  princes  of  his  own  people,  to  pay  tribute  and 
fealty  to  him  by  whose  permission  he  was  then  to 
ascend  the  throne,  from  which  his  brother,  for 
rebellion,  had  been  cast  out.  The  sacred  name  of 
the  God  of  Israel  had  been  invoked,  that  name  for 
which  the  Lobd  had  so  often  declared  by  His  pro- 
phets, that  "  He  had  wrought  that  it  should  not  be 
polluted  among  the  Gentiles,'* — ^that  "  glorious  and 
fearftd  name,"*  which,  from  the  days  of  Moses, 
they  had  been  commanded,  at  the  risk  of  the  hea- 
viest penalties,  to  respect  and  reverence, — even 
this  name  had  been  the  witness,  as  Zedekiah  well 
remembered,  of  his  covenant,  (alas !  how  soon 
despised)  with  the  kiQg  of  Babylon.  And  at  the 
very  mention  of  a  covenant,  the  recollection  of  that 
day  seemed  to  start  into  fresh  beiQg,  arrayed  by 
the  hand  of  conscience  in  the  most  vivid  colours. 

His  own  name  too,  as  often  as  he  heard  it  pro- 
nounced, sounded  ominous;  as  often  as  he  traced 
its  signature  on  the  writing  tables  he  seemed  to 
himself  to  be  ratifying  the  sentence  of  his  own 
guilt,  and  the  warrant  for  his  punishment.  For 
the  conqueror,  in  giving  him  his  brother's  throne, 
had  not  forgotten  to  give  him  with  it  a  new  name, 
calculated  to  remind  him  of  the  tenure  by  which 

•  Dent  xxyiil  58. 
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he  was  henceforth  to  possess  the  seat  of  govem- 
ment  in  Jerusalem.  Instead  of  Mattaniah,  he  was 
hereafter  to  be  known  by  the  significant  title  of 
Zedekiah,  or  the  "  Justice  of  GrOD." 

"And  if  He  be  a  God  of  justice,"  said  the  un- 
happy king  within  himself,  "  in  what  condition  am 
I?    A  *  covenant  breaker,' a — "     »    *    # 

As  he  thus  inwardly  anticipated  in  anguish  of 
heart  his  own  fast-approaching  fate,  the  closing 
words  of  Seraiah's  address  to  him  caught  his  ear, 
and  interrupted  the  further  progress  of  his  own 
bitter  reflections.  "  So  let  all  the  enemies  of  my 
lord  the  king  perish  and  be  confounded,"  were  the 
words  that  first  recalled  him  from  his  short  inter- 
val of  mental  absence,  which,  as  it  had  been  invo- 
luntary on  his  own  part,  so  also  had  been  unper- 
ceived  by  the  two  who  then  stood  in  his  presence. 
"How  perish?"  he  exclaimed,  starting  as  from  a 
dream — "who  has  perished?  Is  it  the  prophet 
the  son  of  Hilkiah  ?  Who  has  dared,  without  the 
king's  command,  to  take  his  life  ?  Say,  who  is  it  that 
hath  done  this  thing  ?  As  the  LoEn  liveth,  he  shall 
surely  die."  Suddenly  aroused  again  to  conscious- 
ness, the  first  idea  that  suggested  itself  to  Zede- 
kiah's  troubled  mind  on  catchiug  as  he  did  the 
above  words,  was  that  the  very  deed  had  been 
already  done  which  his  anxious  fears  had  so  long 
been  brooding  over  and  studying  how  to  prevent. 
The  words  which  he  heard  were  naturally  at  the 
spur  of  the  moment,  connected  with  him  of  whom 
Seraiah  had  been  speaking,  up  to  the  time  that  the 
king's  attention  had  followed  his  discourse,  and  he 
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was  startled  at  the  supposed  fact  of  that  being  al- 
ready accomplished,  to  which  nevertheless  another 
hour  was  destined  to  see  him,  however  unwillingly, 
yet  finally  consenting.  "I  spake  not  of  that 
dreamer,"  replied  Seraiah,  promptly.  "  He  is  still 
safe  till  the  sentence  of  my  lord  the  king  shall 
have  awarded  him  the  due  recompense  of  that 
cowardice  and  treachery  which  are  only  equalled  by 
the  folly  and  inconsistency  of  his  conduct.  If  my 
lord  the  king  seeks  to  be  guided  by  the  advice  of 
prophets,  have  we  not  prophets  and  seers  among  us 
far  more  reasonable  than  he  ?  Have  we  not  moreover 
the  concurring  testimony  of  the  prophets  who  are 
among  our  brethren  now  at  Babylon  ?  And  have  they 
not  promised  us  speedy  delivery  from  our  foes  ?  And 
did  not  Shemaiah  the  Nehelamite*  long  ago,  after 
foretelling  our  safety,  counsel  us  to  cast  into  prison 
this  impostor,  the  son  of  HiMah  ?"  "  True,"  said 
the  king,  pondering  silently  with  himself  for  a  few 
moments ;  "  now  thou  remindest  me  of  the  fact,  Se- 
raiah, it  was  from  Babylon,  too,  that  we  received 
that  prediction,  so  contrary  to  the  threats  of  this 
Jeremiah,  declaring  clearly  that  I  should  never  see 
the  city  of  the  Babylonian  monarch.  It  came,  too, 
from  one,  even  Ezekiel,  the  priest,  the  son  of  Buzi, 
the  truth  of  whose  sayings  the  son  of  Hilkiah  so 
warmly  defends.  Yet  how  often  has  this  same  Je- 
remiah denounced  captivity  on  our  city  and  on  me 
its  sovereign — captivity  and  chains  even  iu  the 
proud  Babylon  itself!      Seraiah,  thou  art  right, 

♦  Jer.  xxix.  24. 
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Such  contradictions  savour  but  too  surely  of  deceit 
and  bear  but  little  even  of  the  appearance  of  truth 
upon  them  *  Our  counsels  shall  even  yet  prosper, 
and  our  foes  be  confounded.  Greater  dangers 
than  the  present  have  in  former  days  threatened 
our  country,  yet  still  we  have  been  preserved. 
GtOB  will  not  give  up  His  chosen  people  to  be  the 
prey  of  these  proud  heathen  spoUers.  Our  bul- 
warks shall  yet  be  found  proof  against  their  vain 
attempts." 

"  The  king's  words  are  life  and  health  to  his  ser- 
vant," said  the  wily  Seraiah,  who  observed  that  the 
mind  of  his  royal  master  was  at  last  falling  into  the 
train  of  thought  most  suitable  to  his  designs.  He 
lost  not,  therefore,  the  opportunity,  but  quickly 
fanned  the  flame  of  national  pride  and  overweening 
confidence,  which,  like  the  treacherous  mirage  of 
the  desert,  had  long  deluded  the  sight  of  both  king 
and  nobles  in  the  devoted  city  of  David.  He  threw 
himself  at  once  into  the  king's  suggestions,  and  re- 
peating his  concluding  words,  replied,  "  Not  only 
are  our  bulwarks  safe,  as  my  lord  the  king  has  said, 
but  also  the  temple  of  the  Loed  of  Hosts — that 
temple  whose  glories  these  proud  Assyrians  have 
in  vain  attempted  to  rival.  Under  its  shadow  we 
will  yet  hope  for  safety  and  deliverance.  The  sa- 
cred treasures  and  vessels  which  these  despisers 
have  robbed  us  of  shall  doubtless  be  restored  unin- 
jured, according  to  the  words  of  our  prophets.  For 
had  the  Chaldean  dared  to  profane  them  with  im- 

*  See  JosephuB^    Antiquitieg,  Book  X.  c.  11. 
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pious  hands,  it  should  assuredly  have  happened  to 
him,  as  it  befel  the  Philistine  god,  Dagon  of  old, 
when  the  ark  of  Gob  approached  his  temple. 
No,  by  such  signs,  our  Gk)D  would  have  us  no 
longer  fear  that  our  enemies  shall  triumph  over  us. 
His  seat  is  in  His  Temple  here  among  us,  and  He 
will  not  desert  it.*  No  hand  of  violence  has  been 
allowed  by  Him  to  assail  its  true  and  richest  trea- 
sures. Its  two  pillars  of  brass — the  wonder  of  all 
q)ectators — still  proudly  tower  aloft  in  front  of  its 
spacious  porch.  The  brazen  sea,  wrought  by 
Tyrian  art  in  the  days  of  our  great  King  Solomon, 
still  rests  firm  as  the  Temple  itself  on  its  twelve 
noble  supporters — emblems,  like  their  living  coun- 
terparts, of  our  nation's  strength  and  endurance. 
And  the  ark,  that  wonder-working  token  of  our 
national  power,  at  which  the  very  waters  of  Jordan 
arrested  their  course  to  give  the  chosen  nation  of 
Israel  a  passage  to  our  promised  land,  and  to  do 
honour  to  the  Loed's  people,  that  is  still  our  own, 
with  its  holy  treasures  still  unhurt  within  it ;  and, 
lastly,  that  glorious  manifestation  of  the  Divine 
presence,  abiding,  as  it  ever  has  done,  between  the 
cherubims,  brighter  even  than  the  flame  of  that 
heaven-descended  fire  which  yet  bums  upon  our 
altars — all  these  are  still  our  own ;  and  shall  they 
be  given,  as  that  profane  mocker  has  blasphemously 
threatened,  to  the  destroyer  and  the  spoiler? 
Sooner  shall  yon  unclouded  sim,  which  shines  above 
us,  be  darkened  and  blotted  out  from  the  fair  face 

*  See  Micah  iii.  11.  f  Lev.  ix.  24. 
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of  creation — sooner  shall  the  waters  of  Jordan  flow 
backwards  and  deluge  the  snowy  summits  of  Leba- 
non, sweeping  from  its  sides  the  forests  of  stately 
cedars  which  engirdle  it — sooner  shall  the  God  of 
Heaven  forget  His  everlasting  covenant  of  day  and 
night,  of  summer  and  winter,  of  seed-time  and  har- 
vest, than  forsake  Mount  Sion,  which  He  hath 
chosen  for  Himself,  and  the  glorious  Temple,  which 
He  commanded  to  be  built  for  ffis  habitation." 

So  blindly  does  the  infatuated  mind  of  man  trust 
to  preserving  supposed  rights  and  privileges,  after 
aU  that  was  the  cause  of  those  privileges  being 
first  bestowed  and  subsequently  continued,  has 
ceased  to  exist ;  nay,  probably,  has  been  cast  away 
in  scorn  by  the  very  persons  who  now  claim  such 
privileges.  So  easily  and  stealthily,  when  it  suits 
his  purpose,  can  the  spiritual  adversary  of  man 
suggest  from  within  the  scoffer's  deceitftil  argument 
that  "aU  things  shall  continue  as  they  were." 
"  WiUingly  ignorant "  they  may  indeed  be  termed, 
who  suffer  themselves  to  become  the  victims  of 
such  a  delusion.  "Warnings,  threats,  examples, 
promises,  seem  to  fall  ahke,  in  vain,  on  a  mind  so 
circumstanced.  They  are  but  as  the  early  and  the 
latter  rain  when  they  fall  upon  the  barren  rock, 
having  power  indeed  to  fertilize,  but  meeting  with 
no  soil  or  seed  to  benefit  by  their  genial  influence. 
How  many  instances  of  the  kind  does  history 
record  for  our  instruction.  Nations  tottering 
under  the  weight  of  institutions  unnatural  in  them- 
selves, and  no  longer  even  palliated  by  the  reasons, 
moral  or  physical,  which  first  led  to  their  intro- 
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duction,  have  gone  on  to  the  very  brink  of  the 
fearftil  gulf  of  anarchy,  while  their  rulers  have 
been  wholly  unconscious  whither  the  next  step 
would  conduct  them.  Customs,  either  perverted 
from  their  legitimate  purposes,  or  grown  to  abusive 
excess,  or  probably  from  their  commencement  per- 
nicious, and  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  the  divine 
law,  have  continued  in  use  tiU,  in  the  diseased  state 
of  mind  which  they  themselves  have  contributed  to 
produce,  they  have  appeared  invested  with  all  the 
strength,  and  entitled  to  claim  the  very  attributes 
of  the  unalterable  laws  of  nature.  Thus  the  evil 
continually  gaining  fresh  power  and  virulence, 
grows  up  by  degrees  to  a  fatal  height,  and  the 
crisis  bursts  at  length  by  surprise  upon  its  unpre- 
pared and  heedless  victims. 

And  if  such  a  case  can  happen,  as  it  has  often 
done,  in  matters  which  concern  our  temporal  con- 
dition, and  where,  in  our  capacity  of  children  of 
this  world,  we  may  be  supposed  to  possess  a  clearer 
discernment  of  our  welfare,  how  much  more  so  in 
our  capacity  of  children  of  Hght.  Here,  if  the 
eye  be  not  single  the  whole  body  is  full  of  darkness  ; 
nay,  the  very  light  that  is  in  us  may  become  dark- 
ness. We  are  not  simply  left  without  a  guide,  but 
have  unconsciously  become  subject  to  the  directions 
of  a  false  and  treacherous  one.  We  have  put  bitter 
for  sweet  tiU  our  senses,  having  contracted  a  false 
and  deceitful  bias,  can  no  longer  discern  between 
fi^ood  and  evil. 

To  such  visitations  of  retributive  justice  upon 
guilty  habits,  arising  either  from  wilful  ignorance. 
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or  groundless  prejudice,  or  whatever  other  cause, 
nations  seem,  from  experience,  to  be  as  fully  Hable 
as  individuals.  Such  had  become,  more  so  probably 
than  ever  before  in  their  history,  the  case  of  the 
Jewish  nation  in  the  reigns  of  Zedekiah  and  his 
elder  brother.  In  vain  had  prophet  after  prophet, 
accredited  by  the  surest  proofs  of  their  authority, 
proclaimed  aloud  by  their  words  in  the  gates  of 
Jerusalem,  and  denounced  in  public  as  well  as 
private,  by  their  miracles,  and  by  the  oriental  cus- 
tom of  emblematic  actions,  that  GtOB,  for  their  re- 
bellion, was  ready  to  cast  them  off  from  His  fevour 
and  protection.  In  vain  did  they  point  to  the  fate 
of  the  rebellious  sister  of  Jerusalem,  the  fallen 
Samaria,  already  gone  into  captivity  with  her 
children.  "Aholah  and  Aholibah,  those  lewd 
women,  being  often  reproved,  hardened  their 
necks,"  "  nor  would  the  younger  be  warned  even 
by  the  punishment  of  the  elder,  nay,  when  she  saw 
it,  she  became  more  corrupt  in  her  inordinate 
love."  Therefore  was  she  at  length  sentenced  to 
"  drink  of  her  sister's  cup,  deep  and  large,  the  cup 
of  astonishment  and  desolation.  Ye  shall  bear  the 
sins  of  your  idols."  * 

Seraiah,  in  speaking  before  his  king,  as  he  and 
many  others  had  been  long  accustomed  to  do,  with 
such  presumptuous  confidence  in  the  continued 
safety  of  the  city  and  temple,  had  no  such  ground 
to  rest  upon  as  that  of  obedience  to  the  God, 
whose  temple  that  was,  or  of  pious  submission  to 

*  Ezekiel  zxiii.  33. 
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His  will,  such  as  Hezekiah  showed  on  a  like 
occasion.  Far  from  it.  Neither  Seraiah  nor  his 
confederates  were  willing  to  listen  to  any  prophet 
when  his  predictions  crossed  theip  purposes,  rather 
they  suborned  false  prophets  to  delude  a  people  too 
ready,  even  without  encoiu^gement,  to  receive 
fictions  thus  smooth  and  pleasant  to  their  ears. 
Meanwhile  they,  as  well  as  Seraiah,  knew  that  of 
those  false  prophets  who  had  risen  up,  the  most 
bold  and  conspicuous  had  been  successively  ar- 
rested in  their  course  by  sudden  and  untimely 
death — death  foretold  and  denounced  upon  them 
by  the  voice  of  the  very  man  for  whose  destruction 
Seraiah  was  now  so  impiously  plotting.  Hananiah, 
the  son  of  Azur,  had  foretold  that  the  total  over- 
throw of  Nebuchadnezzar's  kingdom,  and  the 
restoration  of  Jechoniah  to  his  country  should 
happen  within  two  years.  But  within  two  months 
he  himself,  according  to  Jeremiah's  denunciation, 
had  for  his  rebellious  teaching  fallen  a  victim  to 
the  righteous  judgment  of  that  GrOD  whose  name 
he  had  profaned.  At  Babylon,  two  others,  Ahab, 
the  son  of  Kolaiah,  and  Zedekiah,  the  son  of 
Maaseiah  had  similarly  dared  to  utter  false  pre- 
dictions in  Gtod's  name.  But  with  both  it  had 
fared  agreeably  to  what  had  been  generally  foretold 
of  all  such  pretenders  from  their  first  going  to 
Babylon — they  being  put  to  a  cruel  death  at  the 
command  of  Nebuchadnezzar  himself.  And  so  noto- 
rious were  these  facts  that  it  became  proverbial  as  a 
curse, "  the  Loed  make  thee  like  Zedekiah,  and  like 
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Ahab,  whom  the  king  of  Babylon  roasted  in  the 
fire."* 

Yet  in  the  face  of  aJl  such  evidence,  and  aJl  such 
warnings,  "the  prophets  still  prophesied  falsely, 
and  the  priests  bare  rule  by  their  means,  and  the 
people  lored  to  have  it  so." 

*  Jer.  xxix.  22. 
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*'  The  prophets  were  teachers  of  righteousness  to  their  own 
people ;  the  sins  which  they  reproved  were  the  sins  which  they 
saw  daily  committed — ^the  judgments  which  they  threatened 
were  the  judgments  which  those  sins  would  draw  down  ;  and 
as  this  part  of  their  task  was  more  addressed  to  their  own  ge- 
neration than  to  after  ages,  so  it  is  most  useful  to  those  times 
and  those  nations  which  are  most  like  the  times  when  the  pro- 
phets lived  and  the  state  of  the  nation  of  Israel,  to  whom  their 
word  was  spoken.  Now  I  think  that  our  times  and  our  own 
nation  more  closely  resemble  the  time  of  Isaiah's  preaching, 
and  the  nation  of  Israel  to  whom  he  preached,  than  any  other 
time  or  nation  that  could  be  named.  The  worship  of  God  was 
established  by  law.  *  *  *  Israel,  in  the  days  of  Isaiah, 
was  fuU  of  great  riches  and  great  poverty — ^great  covetousness 
and  luxury,  on  one  side,  great  misery  and  carelessness  of  God 
on  the  other.  Who  can  look  through  this  land  at  this  mo- 
ment, and  not  see  the  same  state  of  things  here  ?  Israel,  in 
the  days  of  Isaiah,  had  those  who  measured  things  and  actions 
not  by  the  Word  of  God,  but  by  the  custom  of  men ; — ^if 
practices  were  common  and  of  long  continuance,  they  were 
called  by  some  honourable  name,  whether  they  were  an  abo- 
mination in  the  sight  of  God  or  no.  So  it  is  among  us.  *  *  * 
The  prophets  then  are,  in  a  most  remarkable  manner,  the  mir- 
ror  or  glass  in  which  we  may  see  our  own  likeness.'' — Ar- 
nold's Sermons,  XXIX.  Vol.  II. 


CHAPTEE  VII. 

**  Ah !  far  removed  from  all  that  glads  the  sense, 
From  all  that  softens  or  ennobles  man, 
The  wretched  Many !     Bent  beneath  their  loads 
They  gape  at  pageant  power,  nor  recognise 
Thehr  cot's  transmuted  plunder  I     From  the  tree 
Of  knowledge,  ere  the  vernal  sap  had  risen 
Radely  disbranched." 

CoLERinOB. 

Juvenile  Poemt.  Religious  Musings, 

While  Seraiah  had  been  thus  employed  in  pre- 
paring the  king's  mind  for  consenting  to  the 
iniquitous  design  which  the  princes  in  common 
with  himself  had  concerted  against  Jeremiah,  a  dif- 
ferent scene  had  been  passing  where  those  princes 
were  assembled  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Zedekiah.  In 
the  eastern  wall  of  the  city,  and  nearly  at  its 
ncnrth-eastem  angle  stood  the  gate  of  Benjamin,  so 
called  from  its  leading  into  the  country  belonging 
to  the  tribe  of  Benjamin.  There  the  king  during 
the  siege  was  wont  to  sit  and  administer  justice,  or 
at  least  to  preside  over  the  court  in  which  such 
redress,  as  could  in  those  times  of  oppression  be 
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obtained,  was  to  be  sought.  It  was  chosen  at  the 
present  time  as  the  seat  of  judgment  on  account 
probably  of  its  commanding  position,  being  situated 
on  the  steep  precipitous  brow  of  the  hill  which 
formed  one  side  of  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat.  It 
was  consequently  difficult  of  approach  for  the 
enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  commanded  a  clear 
and  neighbouring  view  of  their  encampment.  Near 
the  upper  part  of  the  same  valley,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  brook  of  Kedron  they  had  entrenched 
themselves,  and  thus  any  movement  of  their  main 
body  could  be  at  once  observed  from  the  tower  of 
the  gate  of  Benjamin.  The  tower  itself  formed  a 
covered  passage  of  some  yards  in  length  and  width, 
through  which  the  thoroughfare  lay  for  persons 
leaving  or  entering  the  city  in  that  direction. 
Massive  gates  and  bars  at  each  end  of  the  gateway 
were  prepared  for  closing  the  thoroughfere  when 
necessary,  and  at  each  side  of  it,  between  the  two 
pairs  of  gates,  recesses  offered  a  convenient  space 
either  for  lodging  the  guard,  or  as  on  the  present 
occasion  for  holding  the  public  courts  of  justice.* 
A  council  room  above  served  for  the  more  private 
assemblies  of  the  judges  or  officers  connected  with 
the  gate,  while  on  the  outside  a  flight  of  stone 
steps  led  from  the  rampart  to  the  flat  roof  of  the 
tower  where  the  watchman  or  archers  took  their 
stand  in  times  of  danger  and  attack. 

Near  this  gate  were  now  collected  many  of  the 
poorer  and  distressed  inhabitants  of  the  city,  hop- 

*  S«e  Harmer's  Obaenrations,  37,  Vol.  III. 
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ing  to  be  able  to  gain  a  hearing  from  the  king  as 
he  sat  in  the  seat  of  judgment,  and  to  plead  for 
redress  at  his  hands  for  their  several  grievances. 
There  were  to  be  seen  the  wan  faces  of  those  whom 
the  usurer's  griping  hand  had  stripped  of  every 
Femnant  of  worldly  substance,  and  had  at  last  de- 
priTed  even  of  the  humble  dwelling  which  had  for 
generations  been  the  inheritance  of  their  fore- 
others.  Many  of  them  after  having  thus  been 
rendered  houseless  and  homeless  had  been  thrust 
out  to  bear,  as  they  could,  the  heat  by  day  and  the 
cold  by  night  in  the  open  streets  of  the  city.  The 
rites  of  the  year  of  Jubile  or  restoration  of  such 
property  to  its  original  possessors  had  been  long 
neglected,  as  had  also  been  those  of  the  Sabbatic  or 
seventh  year ;  and  thus  the  unhappy  outcasts  saw 
no  hope  of  recovering  their  lands  or  houses  from 
the  grasp  of  their  obdiu^te  oppressors.  Field  had 
still  been  added  to  field  and  house  to  house,  with 
amvice  as  unfeeling  towards  their  brethren  as  it 
was  in  open  defiance  of  the  commandments  of  their 
law. 

Many  little  knots  of  such  wretched  and  care- 
worn victims  of  the  extortioner  were  to  be  seen 
lingering  about  the  gate  of  Benjamin  as  they  had 
heard  that  the  king  was  likely  that  day  to  take  his 
seat  in  the  haU  of  judgment.  The  unhappy  cripple 
who  in  the  vigour  of  youth  had  risked  life  and 
limb  in  defending  his  king  and  country  from  their 
foreign  foes,  but  was  now  left  maimed,  disabled,  and 
helpless  by  reason  of  his  wounds,  hoped  to  catch 
that  day  a  look  from  his  sovereign  as  he  passed. 
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and  to  have  his  tale  heard  and  his  hardships  re- 
lieved. The  widowed  mother  who  had  seen  the 
mangled  corpses  both  of  her  husband  and  of  her 
sons,  "  the  desire  of  her  eyes "  brought  in  turn 
and  laid  at  the  door  of  her  now  desolate  dwelling, 
and  who  had  been  left  since  then  destitute,  and 
without  means  of  providing  the  veriest  necessaries 
of  life,  she  too  hoped  in  common  with  the  crippled 
soldier  to  present  her  petition,  if  it  were  but  for  a 
scanty  dole  of  food  at  the  king's  gate. 

Little  heed  was  given  by  the  haughty  nobles  as 
they  in  succession  passed  through  the  groups  of 
the  afficted  and  distressed  on  their  way  to  the  gate 
of  Benjamin.  Their  present  errand  was  not  one 
calculated  to  allow  free  play  for  the  feelings  of 
compassion  and  pity,  even  had  such  feelings  found 
place  at  any  time  within  them.  As  their  eyes  fell 
unavoidably  upon  some  amid  that  group  of  sorrow- 
ing countenances,  either  conscience  smote  them  as 
being  themselves,  in  some  degree,  connected  with 
the  cause  of  such  sorrow, — or  the  wicked  thought 
suggested  itself,  "Would  that  so  many  useless 
beings  were  removed  out  of  our  way, — and  so  our 
scanty  resources  might  hold  out  the  longer  against 
OUT  enemies.  Why  preys  the  accursed  pestilence 
upon  OUT  brave  comrades  in  arms,  while  here  is 
fitter  food  for  its  devouring  ravages  ?  "* 

The  unhappy  beings,  who  were  the  subjects  of 
such  cruel  and  hard-hearted  reflections,  continued 
some  sitting,  some  standing  around  the  entrance  of 

*  See  Josephus.    Wars  of  the  Jews,  Book  VI.  Chap.  10. 
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the  porch  of  the  gateway.  In  an  angle  formed  by 
a  projecting  buttress,  which  sheltered  them  from 
the  sun,  sat  two  female  figures  in  evident  grief, 
and  engaged  in  conversation  apparently  on  the 
circumstances  of  their  respective  troubles.  The 
one  matronly  in  her  appearance,  and  already  past 
the  vigour  of  her  age,  held  in  her  arms  an  infant 
which,  by  its  restlessness  and  frequent  sobbings 
betrayed,  even  more  clearly  than  by  its  emaciated 
looks,  symptoms  of  inward  distress  and  pain.  Its 
pale  thin  fece  and  stunted  limbs  told  indeed,  with 
fidelity  more  impressive,  if  possible,  than  did  its 
mother's  plaintive  accents,  the  dismal  tale  of  want, 
and  need,  and  hunger.  The  glow  of  health  seemed 
long  to  have  forsaken  that  mother's  hollow  sunken 
dieeks — and  around  the  eyeballs,  which  by  the 
shrinking  of  the  fiesh  already  began  to  project 
unnaturally  from  their  sockets,  was  observable  a 
sallow  dusky  hue* — as  though  the  veins  had  no 
longer  even  the  thin  texture  of  the  skin  to  cover 
and  protect  them.  * 

"Alas,  alas!  if  my  lord  the  king  comes  not 
quickly,  I  fear  me,  I  have  not  strength  to  await  his 
coming,"  said  Eizpah,  the  elder  of  those  two 
females,  to  her  companion.  "  Patience,"  replied 
Hatipha,  the  younger :  "  it  cannot  be  long  ere  he 
will  arrive.  The  sun  is  already  high  in  the  heavens, 
— ^and  the  princes  are  here  waiting  the  king's 
approach, — ^and  have  we  not  eaten  the  last  morsel 
that  remained  to  us  P    Shall  we  then  go  home  to 

*  See  Hanner's  Observations,  215,  Vol.  IV.  and  Lam.  v.  10. 
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die  while  there  is  yet  bread  in  the  city  ?  WiH  not 
the  blood  of  our  kindred,  who  have  been  slain  in 
fighting  the  king's  battles,  rise  up  in  judgment 
against  him  if  he  deny  our  request  ?  " 

Little  did  Hatipha  appreciate  the  weight  of  care 
and  anxiety  which  presses  on  the  shoulders  of 
those  who  are  placed  in  high  and  responsible 
stations  of  life.  She  fondly  hoped  that  the  king's 
mind  would  at  once  be  interested  in  her  tale  of 
distress — ^that  his  attention  would  be  immediately 
directed  to  it — ^and  his  sympathies  aroused  and 
enlisted  in  her  cause.  She  remembered  not  the 
thousands  of  similar,  nay,  perhaps,  even  more 
aggravated  cases  of  calamity  which  daily  craved 
his  hearing  and  his  protection.  The  subject  of 
her  own  grie^  which  naturally,  for  the  present, 
engrossed  all  her  thoughts,  could  not,  she  imagined, 
but  appear  arrayed  in  colours  as  strong  and  vivid 
to  others,  as  it  did  to  herself.  But  she  was  des- 
tined to  have  one  more  pang,  that  of  disappoint- 
ment in  her  hopes  of  redress,  added  to  her  already 
lengthened  list  of  sorrows.  These  had  been  in 
themselves  severe,  and  had  left  her — ^like  a  tree 
stripped  to  its  very  bark  by  the  lightning's  blast, 
bereaved  at  once  of  parents,  home,  and  friends — im 
orphan,  destitute  and  unprotected.  One  only 
brother,  and  two  sisters,  all  still  children,  had  been 
spared  from  the  ravages  of  the  sword  or  the  pesti- 
lence. And  they  had  now  only  her  to  look  to  for 
that  protection  which  she  so  much  needed  for  her- 
self and  which  she  had  been  always  accustomed  to 
receive  from  the  hands  of  kind  and  fond  parents. 
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Her  fiather's  humble  dwelling  had  been  one  of 
those  nearest  to  the  north  wall  of  the  city.  It  was 
upon  this  part  of  the  fortifications  that  the  enemy 
had  made  his  most  obstinate  and  repeated  attacks 
— and  consequently,  not  only  had  the  battlements 
suffered  chiefly  in  this  quarter,  but  the  houses 
also  within  them  had  been  seriously  injured  by 
the  huge  stones  and  missiles  thrown  by  the  be- 
siegers. When  it  was  found  necessary  to  repair 
these  injuries  done  to  the  fortifications,  the  mate- 
rials of  the  nearest  houses  were  demanded  for  the 
work ;  for  haying  been  so  seriously  damaged  as  to 
be  scarcely  any  longer  available  for  dwellings,  they 
were  evidently  on  this  account,  as  weU  as  by  their 
situation,  the  fittest  for  the  purpose.*  It  was  in 
one  of  these  that  Telzar,  the  father  of  Hatipha,  had 
dwelt.  Its  neighbourhood  to  the  fish-gate  had 
made  it  the  most  convenient  position  for  him,  he 
and  his  sons,  as  well  as  his  ancestors  for  many 
generations,  having  followed  the  trade  of  fishermen. 
Shortly  after  the  death  of  her  father,  which  hap- 
pened, together  with  that  of  her  two  elder  brothers, 
while  they  were  making  a  sally  upon  the  besiegers, 
Hatipha  found  herself  abruptly  and  rudely  torn 
from  the  dwelling  in  which  her  earlier  years  had 
been  spent.  Without  consideration  for  her  present 
helpless  state,  and  with  scarce  any  notice  of  their 
design,  she  was  bidden  by  the  voice  of  strangers  to 
leave  her  only  home,  and  to  seek  among  her  friends 
for  some  other  abode.    Her  mother,  who  survived 

*  Isaiah  zxii.  10. 
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not  the  combined  shock  of  her  sons'  and  her  hus- 
band's death,  had  been  spared  this  new  affiction. 
For  it  would  indeed  have  weighed  heavily  on  her 
mind  to  have  seen  the  peaceful  dwelling,  in  which 
so  many  happy  years  had  been  spent,  rent  from 
her,  and  razed,  as  it  now  was,  to  the  very  ground. 

Hatipha  being  thus  deprived  nearly  at  the  same 
time  both  of  home  and  parents,  sought  refiige, 
together  with  her  younger  brother  and  two  orphan 
sisters,  in  ,the  house  of  her  cousin  Eizpah.  This 
was  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  towards  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  valley  called  TyropsBon, 
which  ran  abnost  the  whole  width  of  the  city 
separating  Mount  Zion  or  the  upper  city  from  Acra 
or  the  lower.  This  was  naturally  a  more  sheltered 
situation,  but  it  was  densely  peopled,  and  so  by 
reason  of  its  low  and  crowded  state  had  been  the 
most  severely  visited  by  the  ravages  of  the  prevail- 
ing pestilence.  The  multitudes  who  had  flocked 
into  Jerusalem  as  the  Babyloniaus  approached  and 
destroyed  their  unprotected  cities,  had  caused 
every  room  and  tenement  iu  the  metropolis  to  be 
anxiously  sought  for  and  occupied.  Eizpah  how- 
ever had  received  her  houseless  and  orphan  rela- 
tives, and  had  offered  to  share  with  them  whatever 
accommodation  it  was  in  her  power  to  afford. 
Hatipha  on  her  part  had  been  able  at  the  time  to 
add  somewhat  to  Eizpah's  stock  of  provisions, 
which  were  then  daily  becomiug  throughout  the 
city  more  scarce  and  dear.  She  had  brought  with 
her  a  few  bags  of  coarse  meal,  and  some  measures 
of  unground  com  which  her  father  had  purchased 
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at  an  earlier  period  of  the  siege  by  the  sale  of  his 
fishing  nets  and  other  implements  of  his  trade.  By 
strict  frugality  and  economy  a  portion  of  this 
little  dearly-bought  stock  was  remaining  at  his 
death,  and  had  at  Hatipha's  removal  &om  her  home 
been  transferred  with  her  to  the  dwelling  of  Eizpah. 
It  had  not,  however,  escaped  the  notice  of  the  un- 
feeling soldiers  who  had  watched  her  as  she  was 
departing  at  their  command  from  her  former  dwell- 
ing, and  who  were  waiting  only  for  her  to  cross 
the  threshold  before  they  completed  the  demolition 
of  its  walls.  Whatever  they  could  they  seized  on  at 
the  moment — the  very  wood  from  the  doors  and 
beams  of  her  father's  house,  had  been  denied  her, 
though  ftiel  was  now,  like  many  other  of  the  com- 
monest necessaries  of  life,  so  nearly  exhausted  that 
few  persons  could  any  longer  enjoy  the  luxury  of  a 
meal  prepared  or  dressed  by  fire. 

Not  many  days  after  her  removal  some  loud  and 
boisterous  voices,  accompanied  by  a  ringing  sound 
of  sword  and  spear,  were  heard  in  the  porch  and 
inner  court  of  the  house  where  Eizpah  dwelt,  in- 
quiring for  the  daughter  of  Telzar  the  fisherman. 
Having  found  her,  they  rudely  demanded  that  her 
brother  should  be  at  once  given  up  to  them.  It 
was  the  king's  command,  they  pretended,  that  all 
boys  should  be  sought  for  and  made  useful  in  as- 
sisting and  attending  upon  those  who  were  defend- 
ing the  walls.  This  was  a  new  affliction  for 
Hatipha,  but,  like  others  before  it,  unavoidable.  In 
vain  she  appealed  alike  to  their  pity  and  to  their 
reason.     "  Of  what  service,"  she  inquired,  "could 
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a  mere  eluld  be  to  them  ?  Her  elder  brothers  too 
had  both  fallen  in  the  war.  Would  they  not  leave 
this  one,  now  the  only  survivor,  and  him  so  young, 
to  be  her  companion,  at  least  for  the  present  ?'* 

"  Delay  ns  no  longer,'*  cried  the  leader  of  the 
party.  "  Shall  we  tarry  here  aU  day  wrangling  for 
a  stripling  ?  away  with  him  to  the  guard-room,  com- 
rades. And  now,  woman,  haste  thee,  and  produce 
quickly  some  portion  of  your  hoards  of  com  and 
meal.  You  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  showing 
your  love  for  the  boy  in  this  way."  It  was  this 
indeed,  which  had  been  their  real  object  from  the 
first,  though  disguised  under  the  above  pretence. 
It  was  to  no  purpose  that  Eizpah  now  added  her 
entreaties  to  those  of  Hatipha.  "She  and  her 
children,"  she  reminded  them,  "as  well  as  her 
orphan  relatives  had  now  no  other  resources  left 
but  what  little  was  with  them  in  the  house,  and 
even  this,  if  the  war  continued,  must  be  speedily 
exhausted." 

While  she  was  thus  endeavouring  to  move  the 
pity  of  the  leader,  his  companions  were  searching 
greedily  for  the  booty.  Having  secured  the  greater 
part  of  the  little  stock  which  a  few  days  before  they 
had  seen  removed  from  Telzar's  dwelling,  they 
departed  dragging  with  them  the  weepiag  and  ter- 
rified boy  who  had  been  the  pretended  object  of 
their  visit.  To  add  further  bitterness  to  the  deed, 
a  threat  was  muttered  in  parting  that  they  would 
return  again  when  this  supply  was  exhausted,  for 
no  doubt  they  should  find  more  concealed  and 
hoarded  than  they  had  yet  discovered.     It  was  in 
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order  to  gain  redress  for  these  lier  grievances,  and 
to  solicit  from  the  king  that  in  consideration  of  the 
loss  of  her  father  and  brothers  in  the  war,  some 
allowance  of  food  should  be  given  her  from  the 
public  stores,  that  Hatipha  now  waited  for  Zede- 
kiah  as  he  was  about  to  take  his  seat  in  the  gate 
of  judgment. 

Bizpah  too  had  had  her  trials  and  had  come  now 
not  for  the  first  time,  though  for  the  same  purpose 
as  Hatipha,  to  seek  justice  and  redress  at  the  king's 
hands.  Her  £a.ther,  the  old  Elcazar,  had  succeeded 
at  the  very  close  of  a  life  of  frugal  industry  in 
enabling  himself  to  purchase  what  had  for  many 
years  been  the  object  and  aim  of  his  warmest 
wishes,  a  small  vineyard  at  Beth-haccerem,  near 
Tekoa.  Beth-haccerem  was  a  humble  village  in  the 
mountainous  part  of  Judea,  a  few  miles  south  of 
Jerusalem.  The  neighbourhood  was  celebrated  for 
its  vineyards,  and  as  the  family  of  Elcazar  had  for 
many  generations  followed  the  occupation  of  vine- 
dressers, it  was  here  that  their  employment  had 
naturally  caused  them  to  spend  much  of  their  time. 
The  original  inheritance  of  Elcazar's  ancestors, 
when  the  land  was  divided  according  to  the  families, 
had  been  here,  and  this  alone  formed  a  bond  of  at- 
tachment to  the  spot  stronger  than  any  which  mere 
accidental  circumstances  could  have  supplied.  But 
among  the  degenerate  customs  which  had  gradually 
crept  in,  and  been  fostered  by  the  avarice  of  the 
great  and  by  indifference  to  the  divine  law  among 
aHJclasses,  was  the  neglect  of  the  observances  be- 
longing to  the  year  of  Jubile.     The  powerful  and 
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wealthy  had  consequently  gone  on  increasing  their 
possessions,  till  almost  all  the  land  had,  contrary 
to  the  express  commands  of  their  inspired  legisla- 
tor, been  alienated  from  the  poor,  and  no  res- 
toration of  it,  as  had  been  intended  at  the  close  of 
each  generation  or  period  of  fifty  years,  had  now 
for  a  long  time  taken  place.  It  was  hardly  to  be 
expected  on  the  part  of  the  humbler  classes  that 
they  who  had  forgotten  and  transgressed  the  divine 
precepts  in  so  many  other  instances,  should  have 
either  recollected,  or  been  able  to  enforce  them,  in 
the  one  particular  case  which  would  have  been  so 
much  to  their  own  comfort,  and  worldly  advantage. 
Nor  would  the  wealthy  and  covetous  have  been 
likely,  amid  the  general  neglect  of  G-on's  law,  to 
have  listened  to  a  claim,  even  if  urged,  which  was 
so  feebly  supported  by  consistency  in  the  obser- 
vance of  other  precepts.  So  frequently  does  it 
happen,  by  the  direction  of  a  wise  Providence,  that 
godless  and  negligent  habits  in  one  branch  of  duty 
should  even  during  this  hfe,  meet  with  their  due 
recompense  in  the  loss  of  some  corresponding  pri- 
vilege or  enjoyment. 

To  assist  him  in  his  labours  in  the  vineyard,  and 
also  in  discharge  of  his  duty  as  nearest  kinsman, 
Elcazar  had  adopted  and  taken  under  his  protec- 
tion an  orphan  nephew.  It  was  in  giving  birth  to 
this  son  that  Elcazar' s  only  sister,  to  whom  he  was 
tenderly  attached,  had  breathed  her  last,  her  health 
having  been  previously  injured  and  her  heart  weU- 
nigh  broken  by  the  treachery  of  a  faithless  husband. 
The  child  became  thus  at  once  thrown  upon  the 
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care  of  his  uncle,  and  had  been  brought  up  from 
m&ncy  with  Elcazar's  fJEuooilj — ^though  his  narrow 
means  nmde  it  often  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  keep 
even  his  own  children  from  need.  From  the  peculiar 
and  distressing  circumstances  of  his  sister's  death, 
and  from  the  severe  affliction  which  it  proved  to  him- 
self,Elcazar  hadgiven  the  child  the  name  of  Benoni.* 
And  it  was  ever  with  melancholy  interest,  and  with 
associations  painfully  fresh  and  tender,  that  to  the 
last  day  of  his  life  he  either  heard  that  name  pro- 
nounced, or  watched  in  the  boyish  features  of  him 
who  was  called  by  it,  the  resemblance  of  the 
mother's  weU-remembered  countenance.  "Wretch! 
villain!  murderer!"  would  occasionally  burst  from 
his  lips,  as  he  dwelt  in  thought  on  the  cruelty  of 
him  who  had  perfidiously  broken  those  sacred  ties, 
in  which  the  life  and  happiness  of  his  devoted  sis- 
ter had  been  indissolubly  bound  up.  "Would 
Gton  it  were  given  me  to  cast  the  first  stone  at 
him!"  muttered  the  angry  avenger  of  a  sister's 
blood.  But  such  a  wish  in  Elcazar's  case  was 
vain.  He  was  far  from  possessing  means  and  gifbs 
costly  enough  to  bring  down  the  just  sentence  of 
punishment  upon  the  adulterer's  guilty  head. 
Without  gifts  and  bribes  even  ordinary  claims  of 
justice  could  not  be  obtained,  much  less  those 
which  involved  the  extreme  severity  of  the  law 
upon  one,  as  in  this  instance,  of  a  higher  class  in 
society  than  himself.  Such  a  punishment  would 
moreover  have  cast  a  severe  censure  upon  a  crime 

*  Benoni,  the  son  of  my  sorrow. 
H 
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too  common,  alas !  in  those  corrupt  days  to  be  the 
object  of  any  great  degree  of  public  indignation. 
Surely  the  cup  of  her  iniquity  is  fast  filling  to  the 
brim  when  a  nation  can  thus  look  on  such  deeds 
with  indifference.  "Well  might  the  prophet  ask  of 
his  countrymen,  in  the  name  of  Him  who  sent  him, 
"  Shall  not  Qod  visit  for  these  things  ?"* 

Elcazar  had  watched  with  pleasure  the  growth  of 
an  early  attachment  between  his  eldest  daughter, 
Eizpah,  and  the  young  Benoni.  Rizpah,  in  the 
time  of  vintage,  would  ever  be  in  the  company  of  Be- 
noni, ready  to  receive  from  him  his  basket  fiUed  with 
rich  clusters  of  fruit,  as  with  active  step  he  mounted 
from  terrace  to  terrace,  along  the  steep  mountain 
side,t  to  gather  them.  And  when  the  rejoicings 
after  the  vintage  succeeded  to  the  labours  of  thes 
harvest,  they  who  had  been  companions  in  the 
work  of  fruit-gathering  for  their  employers,  and  in 

*  Jer.  V. 

t  **  It  is  obvious  for  anyone  to  observe  that  these  rocks  and 
hills  must  have  been  anciently  covered  with  earth,  and  culti- 
vated,  and  made  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the  inha- 
bitants, no  less  than  if  the  country  had  been  all  plain :  nay, 
perhaps,  much  more  ;  forasmuch  as  such  a  mountainous  and 
uneven  surface  affords  a  larger  space  of  ground  for  cultivation 
than  this  country  would  amount  to  if  it  were  all  reduced  to  a 
perfect  level.  For  the  husbanding  of  these  mountains,  their 
manner  was  to  gather  up  the  stones,  and  place  them  in  several 
lines  along  the  sides  of  the  hills,  in  form  of  a  wall.  By  such 
borders  they  supported  the  mould  from  tumbling  or  being 
washed  down,  and  formed  many  beds  of  excellent  soil,  rising 
gradually  one  above  another,  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  of  the 
mountains.'' — Madndrell. 
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the  gleaning  for  their  own  scanty  profit,  were  still 
seen  together,  their  hands  joining  in  the  dance,  and 
their  voices  in  the  song,  to  the  sound  of  the  meny 
tabret  and  lute.  These  were  bright  days  in  the 
life  of  the  two  young  friends,  and  good  cause  had 
Sizpah  to  recoUect  them,  as  she  often  looked 
fondly  back  upon  the  past.  Now  all  was  altered. 
The  dark  shades  of  the  night  of  adversity  had  closed 
over  those  sunny  hours.  The  shout  of  innocent 
mirth  was  no  longer  raised  in  what  had  once  been 
the  "joyous  city" — much  less  was  there  the  sound 
of  the  vintage  and  the  gladness  of  the  harvest  sea- 
son in  her  territories.  No  more  in  the  beleaguered 
city  could  be  heard  the  voices  of  "  boys  and  girls 
playing  in  her  streets  and  market  places."*  Even 
the  buoyant  spirits  of  childhood  could  no  longer 
bear  up  against  the  heavy  weight  of  calamity.  Fre- 
quently did  Eizpah  contrast  the  present  melancholy 
condition  of  her  country  with  her  own  early  recol- 
lections of  it ;  and  as  she  reflected  inwardly  on  the 
glowing  moments  which  had  completed  her  own 
youthful  happiness  and  united  her  in  wedlock  to 
him  with  whose  heart  hers  had  long  been  one, 
deeply  did  she  sigh  over  the  different  prospect 
which  awaited  her  own  now  fatherless  and  portion- 
less children.  For  the  miseries  of  the  war,  the 
famine,  and  the  pestilence.  Good's  three  sore  judg- 
ments, had  naturally  caused  the  voice  of  the  bride 
and  the  bridegroom  to  cease  in  the  cities  of  Judah. 
Elcazar  had  lived  just  long  enough  to  be  present 

*  Zech.  viii.  5. 
h2 
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at  the  espousals  of  the  young  couple,  and  to  give 
his  blessing  with  his  daughter  to  him,  who  had  al- 
ready long  been  virtually  more  his  son  than  his 
nephew.  The  hard-earned  savings  of  his  life  had 
enabled  him  a  short  time  before  to  purchase  the 
small  vineyard  at  Beth-haccerem,  which  he  had  so 
long  desired  to  possess.  Having  bequeathed  this 
to  Sizpah  as  her  dowry,  he  was  gathered  unto  his 
fathers,  and  taken  from  the  evil  to  come.  The  sun 
of  Benoni's  career,  which  had  risen,  as  we  have  re- 
lated, under  a  cloud,  was  now  shining,  as  regarded 
his  earthly  prospects,  in  meridian  brightness. 
Such  brightness,  however,  was  but  a  brief  and 
passing  interval.  Individual  prosperity  is  incom- 
patible, at  least  for  any  length  of  time,  with  na- 
tional calamity.  The  branch  cannot  long  continue 
vigorous  when  the  trunk  has  begun  to  decay. 
The  sun  of  Benoni's  life,  which  rose  but  gloomily, 
was  destined  to  set  yet  more  sadly  and  gloomily ; 
and  dreary  indeed  was  the  night  which  followed — 
even  more  dark  than  the  lowering  clouds  of  even- 
tide had  seemed  to  threaten. 

B[is  misfortunes  commenced  by  a  succession  of 
unfavourable  seasons  for  the  vintage.*  This  would 
have  affected  him  but  little  while  he  was  labouring 
on  others'  ground,  and  for  their  benefit  only  5  but 
now  having  the  vineyard  which  his  father-ia-law 
had  left  him,  he  was  able  to  give  less  time  to  serv- 
ing as  a  labourer  in  the  employ  of  others,  and  was 
obliged  consequently  to  depend  more  on  his  own 

*  See  Jer.  iii  3  ;  ix.  12 ;  xiv.  4. 
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resources.  The  year  following  Elcazar's  death  was 
one  of  iinuBuaL  drought.  The  withering  stroke  of 
the  Divine  displeasure,  so  often  suspended  in  warn- 
ing over  rebellious  Judah,  was  beginning  now  to 
descend  with  the  accumulated  weight  due  to  long- 
despised  forbearance.  The  early  or  autumn  rains 
had  hSUeiL  as  usual,  and,  as  the  spring  came  on,  all 
was  looking  &ir  and  promising.  The  almond  tree 
bore  its  delicate  blossoms,  announcing,  as  the  har- 
binger of  flowers,  the  commencement  of  another 
fruitful  year — ^the  pomegranate  and  the  citron  had 
arrayed  themselves  again  after  the  refreshing  mois- 
ture of  the  winter  showers  in  their  vernal  costume, 
— the  one  of  vivid  scarlet  and  emerald — ^the  other 
of  snowy  white,  scattered  like  countless  spangles 
over  its  foliage  of  bright  and  burnished  green ;  but 
all  were  now  vraiting  for  the  latter  or  vernal  rain  to 
afford  them  more  copious  supplies  of  moisture. 
Without  this  none  could  hope  to  withstand  the 
scorching  heat  and  cloudless  days  of  a  Syrian  sum- 
mer. Benoni  had  hailed  with  delight  the  swelling 
buds  of  his  choice  vines,  and  in  imagination  fancied 
himself  already  treading  the  flowing  wine-presses, 
vnth  the  feeling  hitherto  unknown  to  him  of  ga- 
thering vrith  his  ovni  hands  the  produce  of  his  own 
vineyard.  But  day  after  day  passed  away,  and  no 
rain  feU.  The  ground  became  gradually  dry  and 
chapped,  and  the  smaller  plants,  whose  roots  were  but 
shallow,  began  to  languish.  There  came  at  length 
late  and  scanty  showers,  barely  enough  to  prevent 
a  total  fEulure  of  the  crops.  It  was  a  season  of 
distress  and  scarcity ;  and  they  who,  like  Benoni, 
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had  only  their  own  little  plot  of  ground  to  depend 
on,  felt  the  loss  severely. 

This  misfortune  was  aggravated  by  another  of  a 
different  kind,  though  equally  unexpected.  Benoni 
had  hoped  to  spare  some  part  of  his  time  to  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  same  master  for 
whom  he  had  worked  in  his  boyhood  under  Elca- 
zar's  eye.  He  trusted  to  have  thus  still  earned 
something,  however  trifling,  as  a  labourer  in  the 
neighbouring  vineyards.  The  far  greater  part  of 
the  Beth-haccerem  district  belonged  to  Talmon  or 
his  relatives — and  it  had  been  by  this  connection, 
as  servants  in  the  family  of  Tabnon,  that  Deborah, 
the  sister  of  Bizpah,  had  been  chosen  as  the  nurse 
of  Hadassah's  children.  When  Talmon  first  heard 
of  Elcazar*s  having  purchased  the  little  vineyard, 
which  adjoined  his  own  grounds,  he  was  disap- 
pointed and  displeased — ^for  though  it  would  have 
been  but  a  trifling  addition  to  his  own  already 
extensive  possessions,  yet  in  his  fancy  it  would 
have  made  them  more  complete.  Considering, 
however,  Elcazar's  advanced  age,  he  promised  him- 
self that  a  few  years  more  would  agaia  place  it 
within  his  reach — and  he  determiaed  that  then 
nothing  should  keep  it  from  him.  Accordingly, 
on  Elcazar's  death,  Tahnon  at  once  demanded  of 
Benoni  that  he  should  seU  the  vineyard  to  him  for 
whatever  price  it  had  been  origiaally  purchased. 

The  demand  fell  Hke  a  thunderbolt  upon  poor 
Benoni.  The  memory  of  him,  who  had  been  more 
than  a  father  to  him,  seemed  ready  to  rise  up  in 
judgment  against  him,  if  he  parted  with  that  which 
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it  had  been  the  aim  and  pride  of  a  long  life  to  pur- 
chase as  an  inheritance  for  his  family.  The  tears 
flowed  fast  from  Bizpah's  eyes  as  she  heard  the  sad 
proposals  named  by  her  husband,  and  as  he  asked 
her  whether  she  had  the  courage  to  face  such  hard- 
ships as  he  foresaw  would  be  the  consequence  of 
refusing  Tahnon's  request.  It  was,  however,  re- 
toed;  and  Benoni,from  that  hour,  lost  aU  prospect 
of  being  employed  ia  any  part  of  the  Beth-haccerem 
district,  except  the  little  spot  which  now  became 
more  endeared  to  him  than  ever. 

The  year  succeeding  this  commenced  with  pro- 
mises, as  bright  and  hopeful  to  the  husbandman, 
as  its  predecessor ;  but  disappointment  and  disaster, 
though  arising  from  a  new  source,  were  still  des- 
tined to  blight  his  prospects.  The  early  harvest  of 
wheat  and  barley  had  scarcely  become  ready  for 
the  sickle,  when,  at  the  command  and  instigation  of 
the  Babylonian  monarch,  there  came  bands  of 
spoilers  from  north  and  south  at  once,  to  ravage 
the  territories  of  rebellious  Judah.  Jehoiakim, 
after  three  years'  submission  to  Nebuchadnezzar, 
had  suddenly  broken  off  his  allegiance,  and  the 
kiDg  of  Babylon,  not  being  ready  at  the  time  to 
take  the  field  himself,  gave  liberty  to  the  neigh- 
bouring hostile  nations  to  plunder  and  harass  the 
revolted  province  till  he  should  arrive  in  person  to 
inflict  summary  punishment. 

Too  gladly  did  they,  who  had  ev^r  been  a  thorn 
in  the  side  of  Judah,  hear  the  intelligence,  and 
speedily  did  they  avail  themselves  of  Nebuchad- 
nezzar's   name    and    authority.     The    destroying 
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edict  found  a  ready  echo  in  their  hearts.  "  Down 
with  it,"  "Down  with  it,  even  to  the  ground," 
was  their  watchword ;  and  thej  engaged  without 
delay,  hand  and  heart,  in  the  work  of  aggression. 
While  the  Chaldeans  scoured,  with  their  numerous 
cavalry,  the  fertile  lands  of  Benjamin  to  the  north 
of  Jerusalem,  driving  off  the  cattle,  and  making 
prisoners  of  the  inhabitants  of  Anathoth,  and  its 
neighbouring  villages,  the  Moabites  and  Ammo- 
nites to  the  south  overran  the  hiU  country  about 
Beth-haccerem,  keeping  the  poorer  and  defenceless 
people  in  constant  alarm,  and  either  stripping  the 
vines,  or  forcing  their  possessors  to  gather  the 
fruit  in  an  unripe  state,  when  it  was  scarcely  fit 
either  for  eating  or  for  the  wine-press.* 

Thus  the  close  of  Benoni's  second  year  found 
him  involved  in  yet  greater  difficulties  than  that  of 
the  former  one ;  and  the  same  system  of  plunder 
and  marauding  incursions  continuing,  as  it  did,  for 
three  successive  seasons,  completely  reduced  him 
to  the  lowest  depth  of  distress.  Poverty  he  had 
learnt  in  the  school  of  early  trial  to  encounter 
without  fear;  but  now  debt  began  to  stare  him 
in  the  fece.  The  usurer's  griping  hand  seemed 
already  about  his  throat ;  and  his  worst  antici- 
pations proved,  in  the  sequel,  but  too  true.  The 
helping  arm  to  which  he  might  have  looked  for  aid 
and  protection  had  not  only  been  withdrawn,  but 
turned  against  him  since  his  resistance  to  Talmon's 
wish ;  and  even  a  season  or  two  of  weather  which 

*  Hanner,  Vol.  I.  p.  89. 
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prored  more  &yoiirable  to  the  vintage  were  not 
sufficient  to  repair  the  losses  of  Benoni's  few  first 
years  of  independence.  He  straggled  with  his 
difficulties,  but  in  vain.  It  was  to  no  purpose  that 
all  the  energies  of  a  fond  husband,  and  &ther,  were 
put  forth  in  the  cause.  The  claims  of  an  increasing 
fsmilymore  than  kept  pace  with  all  that  his  utmost 
efforts  could  do  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  present 
moment ;  but  the  arrears,  the  avaricious  claims  of 
the  urgent  creditor  could  not  be  thus  satisfied. 
Year  by  year  aU  was  parted  with, — cottage,  vine- 
yard, implements, — ^but  all  the  debt  was  not  yet 
paid.  There  now  remained  only  man's  native 
birth-right,  personal  liberty,  and  that  at  length 
was  forfeited,  and  the  once  happy  though  humble 
vinedresser  of  Beth-haccerem  became  the  bond- 
slave of  the   usurer.*    His    manly   vigour   and 


*  See  Lam.  lii.  34.—"  To  crush  under  his  feet  aU  the 
priflonen  of  the  land."  **  By  the  '  prisoners  of  the  land '  I  am 
persuaded  are  meant  the  poor  insolvent  debtors  whom  their 
oreditorsy  among  ihe  Jews  as  well  as  among  other  nations^  were 
empowered  to  cast  into  prison,  and  oblige  them  to  work  out 
the  debt;  a  power  too  often  exerted  with  great  rigour  and 
inhumanity.  See  Matthew  xviii.  30.  The  sufferings  of  these 
persons  seem  to  be  alluded  to  in  Isaiah  IviiL  3,  where  the 
people  asking  wilh  surprise  why  their  voluntary  futings  and 
acts  of  self-mortification  were  so  little  noticed  and  regarded  by 
God,  received  for  answer,  that  while  they  laid  themselves 
under  restraint  in  one  point,  they  indulged  their  vicious 
passions  and  inclinations  of  different  kinds,  and  showed  not 
that  forbearance  in  their  treatment  of  others  which  they  hoped 
to  experience  at  the  hand  of  God." — Blatnbt's  Notn  to  the 
Lammtaiion^i. 
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sinewy  arm  were  no  longer  to  be  employed  for  his 
own  or  for  his  children's  maintenance.  They  were 
now  another's  property,  and  to  be  hired  out  for  any 
servile  work  within  or  without  the  city  walls,  such 
as  might  best  repay  the  master's  rapacious  desires. 
His  health,  inhaled  with  the  first  breezes  of  morn- 
ing on  the  mountain  side,  had  never  failed  him. 
While  labour  was  to  be  found,  that  could  help  him 
to  supply  his  wants,  he  had  never  for  a  day  been 
obliged  to  shrink  from  it.  But  now  that  valued 
strength  and  health,  as  far  as  regarded  his  own  or 
his  children's  welfare,  was  a  useless  possession. 
Though  still  his  own,  yet  for  all  the  fruits  it  could 
produce,  it  was  another's.  Such  had  become 
Benoni's  condition  shortly  before  the  siege  of 
Jerusalem  was  commenced  by  the  Babylonians  in 
the  ninth  year  of  Zedekiah's  reign. 

A  most  unexpected  event  now  happened  which 
for  a  time  raised  the  drooping  spirits  of  Bizpah 
and  her  husband,  and  made  them  almost  believe 
that  the  storm  of  adversity  was  at  length  subsiding, 
and  about  to  be  succeeded  by  at  least  a  calm,  if  not 
by  the  bright  beams  of  returning  sunshine  and 
happiness.  Both  king  and  people  were  alarmed  at 
the  formidable  preparations  which  Nebuchadnezzar 
was  making,  and  at  the  angry  threats  which  he 
had  pronounced  against  Jerusalem  and  her  inhabi- 
tants. The  weight  of  his  vengeance  they  had  often 
before  experienced,  though  now  for  an  interval  of 
about  nine  years  they  had  preserved  themselves 
from  any  open  exercise  of  it  by  submitting  to  his 
commands  and  avoiding  to  provoke  his  displeasure. 


TALMON  AND   HADASSAH.  107 

But  Zedekiah  at  length  in  an  unhappy  hour  gave 
ear  to  the  advice  of  evil  counsellors.  Encouraged 
by  so  long  a  peace,  during  which  the  city  had  in 
some  degree  recruited  her  resources,  he  ventured 
in  spite  of  his  oath  and  covenant  to  refuse  further 
submission  or  tribute.  He  proceeded  further  to 
make  a  defensive  treaty  with  the  Egyptians,  and 
thus  brought  down  upon  his  people  once  more 
the  aggravated  vengeance  of  the  powerful  king  of 
Babylon.  As  the  northern  armies  drew  near 
marking  their  onward  progress  with  desolation,  and 
writing  the  bitter  sentence  due  to  the  rebellious 
and  the  covenant-breakers  in  the  burning  characters 
of  destruction  by  fire  and  sword  upon  the  fair  face 
of  the  country,  dismay  began  to  spread  among  the 
various  ranks  of  the  citizens  of  Jerusalem.  Fugi- 
tives were  daily  arriving  who  had  been  driven  from 
their  dwellings  in  the  country  by  the  approach  of 
the  hostile  troops,  and  had  only  just  had  time  enough 
to  escape,  and  bring  away  what  part  of  their  goods 
were  most  light  and  portable.  The  infirm,  and  the 
aged,  who  could  not  easily  be  moved,  had  already 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  and  the 
separation  from  them,  as  well  as  the  treatment 
which  it  might  be  naturally  expected  they  would 
receive,  added  no  little  to  the  grief  and  distress  of 
those  who  had  themselves  but  with  difficulty  es- 
caped. 

As  this  alarm  spread  more  widely  through  the 
city,  consultations  were  held  among  the  princes  as 
to  what  measures  could  be  taken  for  averting  the 
calamity  that  was  evidently  gathering  over  them. 
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Many  who  disbelieved  altogether  the  denunciations 
of  the  prophets  would  have  continued  to  rely  on 
iiieir  own  strength  and  the  promises  of  their  Egyp- 
tian allies.  But  a  suggestion  was  fortunately  made 
by  one  in  the  council  which  was  at  length  afber  no 
little  opposition  carried  and  acted  on.  G^daliah 
the  son  of  Ahikam  was  reported  to  have  been  the 
author  of  it ;  and  his  well  known  piety,  which  had 
rendered  him  a  marked  character  among  his  fellow 
nobles,  gave  strong  grounds  for  making  the  report 
believed.  His  suggestion  was  that  as  the  present 
year  happened  to  be  a  Sabbatic  one,  there  should 
be  a  general  observance  of  it ;  and  that  accordingly 
every  man  should  set  free  those  of  his  countrymen 
who  had  become  slaves.  This  was  one  step,  he 
knew,  towards  a  ftdler  obedience  to  God's  law,  and 
he  hoped  that  in  two  ways  it  would  be  of  service  in 
leading  towards  further  improvement.  The  feeling 
on  the  part  of  those  released  would  naturally  be 
that  of  gratitude  towards  their  Gon,  as  the  author 
of  a  law  so  humane  and  considerate,  the  beneficial 
effects  of  which  they  would  have  so  lately  ex- 
perienced, while  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  set 
free  their  brethren,  he  hoped  that  the  consciousness 
of  one  good  action  would  be  an  inducement  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  right  direction.  Thus  he  trusted  that 
each  party  being  better  disposed  towards  the  other 
as  brethren,  and  both  towards  Qod,  the  one  as 
having  ftdfiUed  one  of  His  laws,  the  other  as  having 
reaped  recent  and  sensible  advantage  from  that 
law,  they  might  unite  in  returning  unreservedly  to 
His  allegiance.    All  parties  were  agreed  in  the  ex- 


TALMON  AlTD  HADA8SAH.  109 

pediency  of  taking  some  measures  to  avert,  if 
possible,  the  anger  of  their  offended  God;  but 
many  appear,  as  the  sequel  proved,  to  have  been 
actuated  only  by  a  sense  of  immediate  fear  in  giving 
way  even  to  the  proposition  of  G^daliah.  The 
little,  however,  which  they  did  do,  and  under  what- 
ever motives  it  was  done,  was  enough  to  prove,  to 
their  own  shame,  that  they  were  not  ignorant  of  the 
existence  of  their  law,  nor  of  the  intention  of  some 
at  least  of  its  precepts,  notwithstanding  the  neglect 
and  contempt  with  which  they  had  so  long  treated  it. 
Gtedaliah's  advice  was  for  the  present  acted  on, 
and  accordingly  Benoni  found  himself  once  more, 
and  most  unexpectedly,  restored  to  the  blessings  of 
liberty.  But  there  came  not  back  together  with 
liberty,  that  which  had  so  much  endeared  both  life 
and  liberty  to  him — ^his  vineyard  and  his  cottage. 
Gk)D's  law  had  commanded  "  in  the  seventh  year 
thou  shalt  let  thy  brother  go  free  from  thee,  and 
when  thou  sendest  him  out  free  from  thee,  thou 
shalt  not  let  him  go  away  empty ;  thou  shalt  frmiish 
him  liberally  out  of  thy  flock,  and  out  of  thy  floor, 
and  out  of  thy  wine-press ;  of  that  wherewith  the 
Lofin  thy  Gk)D  hath  blessed  thee  thou  shalt  give 
him."*  But  the  want  of  sincerity  in  their  resolu- 
tions of  amendment  began  at  once  to  betray  itself 
in  the  men  of  that  generation.  Benoni,  and  his 
feUow  bondmen  went  out,  as  they  had  come  in, 
empty-handed.  Those  who  had  let  them  go  out  of 
their  possession,  made  not  their  good  work  com- 

♦  Deut.  XV.  12. 
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plete.  "  That  which  their  hand  found  to  do  they 
did  not  with  their  might."  And  the  insincere  in 
motive  will  ever  be  found  fickle  in  practice.  "  A 
double-minded  man,"  we  are  told,  "  is  unstable  in 
all  his  ways,"  and  so  it  quickly  proved  with  them. 
For  the  present,  however,  Benoni  rejoiced  at  re- 
gaining his  freedom,  and  with  a  lighter  heart,  and 
fleeter  step  than  he  had  known  for  months  before, 
he  hastened  back  on  the  day  of  his  liberation  to 
clasp  once  more  his  wife  and  children  to  his  bosom. 
Tears  of  unmingled  joy  were  shed  by  both  husband 
and  wife  at  so  unlooked-for  a  meeting ;  and  hopes, 
however  faint  and  delusive,  were  indulged  of  the 
return  of  days  such  as  were  now  only  known  to 
them  by  distant  recollection. 

A  few  months  passed  on,  Benoni  labouring  in 
the  mean  time  with  all  the  energy,  which  the  remem- 
brance of  past  misfortunes,  and  the  hope  of  avoid- 
ing their  recurrence  could  supply.  The  siege  had, 
however,  commenced,  and  it  was  consequently  a 
hard  struggle  for  the  humbler  classes,  especially  for 
those  whose  trade,  like  that  of  Benoni,  had  been 
one  of  an  agricultural  kind,  to  find  employment  or 
means  of  support.  But  hope,  and  the  happy  feel- 
ing of  satisfying  even  so  scantily  as  he  now  did,  a 
father's  and  a  husband's  claims,  kept  his  spirits  still 
buoyant.  The  prospect  of  peace,  which  the  princes 
and  many  of  the  prophets  continued  to  promise, 
sustained  him  through  hardships  and  privations 
such  as  nothing  else  could  have  made  tolerable. 
Often  did  he  and  Eizpah,  no  less  to  console  them- 
selves than  to  amuse  and  cheer  their  children,  lay 
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their  plans  together  for  the  future,  and  in  their 
more  sanguine  moments,  they  sometimes  ventured 
to  ask  why  it  might  not  be  with  them,  as  it  had 
been  with  the  good  old  Eleazar  ?  Why  the  even- 
ing of  life  might  not  yet  see  their  hopes  crowned 
with  success,  and  find  them  or  their  children  again 
in  possession  of  that  little  spot  in  the  mountains  of 
Beth-haccerem,  with  which  their  earliest  and  hap- 
piest associations  were  bound  up  ? 


CHAPTER    VIII. 


"  Whoever  will  consider  the  whole  commerce  of  human  life, 
will  see  that  a  great  part,  perhaps  the  greatest  part  of  the 
intercourse  amongst  mankind,  cannot  he  reduced  to  fixed  and 
determinate  rules.  Yet  in  these  cases  there  is  a  right  and  a 
wrong :  a  merciful,  a  liheral,  a  kind,  and  compassionate  heha- 
viour,  which  surely  is  our  duty ;  and  an  unmerciful  contracted 
spirit,  a  hard  and  oppressive  course  of  hehaviour,  which  is, 
most  certainly,  immoral  and  vicious.  But  who  can  define 
precisely  wherein  that  contracted  spirit  and  hard  usage  of 
others  consist,  as  murder  and  theft  may  he  defined  ?  There 
is  not  a  word  in  our  language  which  expresses  more  detestable 
wickedness  than  oppression." — Bishop  Butler's  Sermon  on 
Self-deceit, 
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CHAPTEE   VTTT 

"  Beloved,  let  us  leave  the  city  gay, 

And  roam  the  fields,  nor  rustic  huts  despise  ; 
Fresh  on  our  cheeks  young  morning's  hreeze  shall  play ; 

We'll  watch  the  flowers  expanding,  and  with  eyes 
Ohservant  mark  the  vineyard's  growth,  and  stray 
Where  rich  pomegranates  yield  a  luscious  prize." 

Naohtbn's  Version  qf  Solomon's  Song,  vii.  11. 

"  Oft  when  retummg  with  her  loaded  hill, 
Th'  astonished  mother  finds  a  vacant  nest 
By  the  hard  hand  of  unrelenting  clowns 
Rohb'd,  to  the  ground  the  vain  provision  falls  ; 
Her  pinions  ruffle,  and  low- drooping  scarce 
Can  bear  the  mourner  to  the  poplar  shade ; 
Where  all  abandoned  to  despair,  she  sings 
Her  sorrows  through  the  night." 

Thomson's  SeasonSy  Spring, 

As  a  gleam  of  light  bursting  forth  from  amid  the 
dark  masses  of  cloud,  that  foretell  the  rising  storm, 
causes  the  approaching  gloom  by  the  force  of  con- 
trast to  be  more  intensely  felt,  so  it  happened 
once  more,  and  for  the  last  time  in  the  little  world 
of  Benoni's  hopes  and  prospects.  The  besiegers 
were  suddenly  aroused  by  a  report  of  the  Egyptians 
i2 
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advancing  to  the  rescue  of  Jerusalem.     The  siege 
was    immediately    abandoned.       The   Babylonian 
host    vanished   from    under    the    waUs   of    the 
daughter  of  Zion ;  and  she  vainly  thought  that  dan- 
ger was  again  averted.     Benoni's  heart  beat  high ; 
patience  seemed  at  last  to  have  brought  her  re- 
ward, and  he  was  among  the  first  to  follow  the 
steps  of  the  retreating  foe,  and  to  breathe  again 
the  free  mountain  breeze  on  his  native  hills.     It 
was  about  the  month  of  June,  and  summer  was  at 
its  height.     The  rays  of  the  sun,  which  was  now 
nearly  vertical  over  Judea,  seemed  but  a  genial 
warmth  to  Benoni,  as  he  hastened  through  the  vil- 
lage of  Bethlehem,  along    the  well-known    track 
towards  Beth-haccerem.     All  indeed  was  desolate 
compared  with  what  he  recollected  it  to  have  been. 
Every  spot  bore  sad  traces  of  the  spoiler's  ruthless 
hand.     The  cottages  which  Benoni  so  well  remem- 
bered, and  where  in  happier  days,  he  had  often,  on 
his  way  to  and  from  Jerusalem,  been  accustomed  to 
enjoy  a  few  minutes'  rest  and  friendly  entertain- 
ment, were  pillaged ;  and  the  unroofed  walls,  where 
they  had  been  left   standing,  were  blackened  by 
fire.     He  had  no  time,  however,  to  stop.     His  ob- 
ject that  day  was  partly  to  explore,  and  see  if  any 
place  near  Beth-haccerem  could  be  found  to  receive 
his  wife  and  children,  and  partly  to  search  for  some 
fresh  fruit  and  vegetables  for  one  of  his  younger 
daughters,  whose  health  had  failed  for  want  of 
wholesome  and  suitable  diet  since  their  removal 
into  the  city.    After  considerable  search  Benoni 
had  been  able  to   collect  a  few  figs  and  pome- 
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granates,  with  a  water-melon  and  some  garden 
herbs ;  and  he  was  abeady  anticipating  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  his  little  Zillah  enjoying  his  refreshing 
present.  Sanguine  and  hopeful  he  endeavoured  to 
dispel  the  forebodings  of  parental  anxiety,  and  to 
beguile  his  homeward  way  by  picturing  to  himself 
the  glow  of  health  rapidly  returning  to  the  wasted 
features  of  his  child. 

It  was  about  eventide  when  he  now  began  to 
draw  near  to  the  walls  of  the  sacred  city.  The 
heat  of  the  day  and  the  distance  which  he  had 
walked,  both  in  exploring  the  state  of  things  about 
Beth-haccerem,  and  also  in  seeking  for  his  scanty 
supply  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  had  wearied  him ; 
but  he  allowed  himself  not  to  tarry  even  at  his  old 
and  accustomed  resting  places,  that  he  might  lose 
no  time  in  relieving  the  wants  of  those  dearest  to 
his  heart.  It  was  towards  home,  humble  as  that 
home  was,  and  towards  his  fMnily,  the  home  of  the 
parent's  and  the  husband's  heart,  that  he  was  has- 
tening, and  he  needed  no  more  to  add  speed  to  his 
steps.  In  imagination  he  was  already  there.  Alas! 
it  was  only  in  imagination  that  he  was  ever  to  see 
that  home  again.  Each  moment  now  brought  him 
nearer  to  the  Bethlehem  gate  of  the  city,  nor  had 
any  suspicion  or  fear  of  what  was  about  to  happen, 
suggested  itself  for  a  moment  to  his  mind.  Having 
crossed  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom,  he  had 
now  only  to  ascend  the  opposite  hill,  and  he  would 
again  be  within  the  city.  Throwing  fresh  energy 
into  his  steps,  and  keeping  his  eye  fixed  on  the 
massive  tower  of  the  gateway,  as  its  battlemented 
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outline  stood  out  in  bold  relief  from  the  clear  even- 
ing sky,  he  quickly  climbed  the  steep  and  winding 
road  which  led  to  it,  and  stood  before  its  entrance. 
Here  voices  of  contention  and  lamentation  first 
reached  his  ears.  On  a  day  like  that,  of  general 
rejoicing,  such  sounds  surprised  him.  At  the  same 
moment  he  found  all  eyes  turned  towards  him, 
and  among  them  he  quickly  recognised  those  of 
Jozapah  the  usurer,  his  former  bond-master.  Be- 
fore there  had  been  time  for  the  truth  to  flash 
across  his  mind,  he  felt  strong  hands  laid  upon 
him,  and  he  was  again  in  the  grasp  of  the  usurer's 
relentless  agents.  Dismay  and  horror  now  com- 
bined with  the  effects  of  weariness  to  deprive 
Benoni,  for  a  time,  of  sense  and  consciousness.  In 
an  instant  objects  indiscriminately  swam  before  his 
eyes.  He  sunk  down  in  a  swoon  upon  the  spot 
where  his  course  had  been  first  arrested ;  his  little 
bundle  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  carefully  tied 
together  in  fresh  paun  leaves,  fell  from  his  hands 
in  the  confusion  of  the  moment,  and  was  soon 
either  trampled  on  or  rudely  plundered  by  the 
crowd  which  thronged  the  gateway.  Benoni  for  a 
few  minutes  neither  saw  nor  heard  what  passed 
around  him.  Kind  nature  had  given  a  brief  res- 
pite to  his  feelings,  lest  the  shock  should  be  too 
severe.  He  recovered  however,  shortly,  but  only  to 
find  himself  together  with  several  of  his  farmer 
bondfeUows,  once  more  at  the  mercy  and  in  the 
clutches  of  his  treacherous  oppressor. 

That  day  had  seen  the  crowning  act  of  Judah's 
perfidious  conduct  at  once  towards  her  children 
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and  towards  her  God.  "  In  trouble  they  had  vi- 
sited Him,  and  poured  out  a  prayer  when  His 
diastening  was  upon  them."  In  the  hour  of  af- 
fliction they  had  shown  their  pretended  zeal  for  His 
law  by  observing  the  customs  of  the  Sabbatic  year, 
and  by  setting  free  their  brethren  who  were  bond- 
men. But  no  sooner  was  the  chastening  hand  ap- 
parently withdrawn,  than  they  reverted  to  their 
former  evil  practices ;  nay,  sought  even  by  greater 
enormities  to  compensate  themselves  for  the  time 
during  which  they  had  hypocritically  re&ained 
from  those  practices.  The  departure  of  the  enemy 
fr^m  their  walls  seemed  to  release  them  at  once 
from  all  fear  both  of  man  and  God.  During  Be- 
noni's  brief  absence  from  the  city  it  had  been 
agreed  among  the  princes  that  the  slaves  who  had 
been  released  before  the  commencement  of  the 
siege,  should  be  again  recoverable  by  their  former 
masters ;  those  princes  themselves  being,  many  of 
them,  the  persons  to  be  chiefly  benefited  by  so  per- 
fidious and  cruel  an  enactment.  On  the  resolution 
being  known  instant  search  was  made  throughout 
the  city  by  the  several  masters,  and  strict  watch 
was  kept  at  the  gates  for  those  who  were  missing, 
that  they  might  be  seized  without  delay,  if  they 
should  return  to  the  city  in  the  evening. 

A  few  weeks  produced  another  and  a  fatal 
change  in  the  position  and  prospects  of  Jerusalem. 
The  brief  respite  which  she  had  enjoyed  had  been 
indeed,  in  her  case,  only  the  calm  which  ushers  in 
the  ftiry  of  the  storm.  And  though  she  had  but 
so  lately  experienced  what  it  was  to  find  herself 
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Hke  a  vessel  cast  upon  the  wares,  without  chart  or 
pilot,  yet  even  this  had  not  had  the  effect  of  warn- 
ing her  to  employ  to  her  advantage  the  interval 
and  respite  thus  graciously  allowed  her.  Instead 
of  '^  strengthening  her  shattered  mast,  and  bracing 
up  her  loosened  tacklings,"  she  had  given  herself  to 
greater  indolence  than  before,  and  was  found  less 
prepared  than  ever  for  the  shock  with  which  the 
tempest  of  adversity  now  assailed  her.  It  is  ever 
so  with  the  wicked.  "  Because  sentence  against  an 
evil  work  is  not  executed  speedily,  therefore  the 
heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  fiilly  set  in  them  to  do 
evil."  "Wiftmings  only  harden  some;  and  were  it 
not  that  it  is  the  work  of  Him  who  knoweth  how 
"to  bring  good  out  of  evil,"  "  getting  Him  honour 
even  upon  such  as  Pharaoh  and  his  host,"  and 
"reserving  the  wicked  for  the  day  of  destruction," 
we  might  often  wonder  why  the  stroke  of  ven- 
geance is  so  long  delayed,  or  warnings  so  many 
times  repeated.  With  Judah  Gk)D  had  indeed 
dealt  as  a  tender  Eather.  He  had  spared  no  efforts 
either  of  His  protecting  or  correcting  power,  so 
that  He  might  make  her  "  partaker  of  His  holiness.'* 
Tear  after  year  He  had  chastened  her,  and  year 
after  year  had  again  taken  off  His  chastening  hand. 
But  her  children  understood  not  His  dealings. 
Though  their  "feet  trode  His  courts,"  yet  they 
went  not  with  their  hearts  into  His  sanctuary. 
They  "  came  not  into  His  secret ;"  for  "  the  secret 
of  the  LoBD  is  with  the  righteous."  They  neither 
saw  God's  mercy  now  for  the  last  time  trying  them, 
nor  "understood  they  the  end"  which  God  pre- 
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pares  for  such  as  themselves ;  "  how  He  sets  them 
in  sUpperj  places,  and  then  suddenly  casts  them 
down  and  destroys  them." 

The  path  leading  to  such  an  end  had  now  been 
irretrievably  taken  by  Jerusalem  and  her  children. 
She  was  again  a  beleaguered  city.  The  enemy  had 
returned,  after  a  short  absence,  prepared  to  resume 
the  siege  with  increased  energy  and  determination. 
The  Egyptians  under  Pharaoh  Hophra  had  been 
defeated  and  repulsed ;  and  the  Babylonians,  en- 
couraged by  their  victory,  had  encamped  again  be- 
fore the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  only  the  more  intent 
than  ever  on  her  destruction.  The  wealthy  were 
now  called  upon  to  Aimish  &esh  supplies  of  money 
for  the  support  of  the  troops,  and  also  to  take  their 
own  share  and  turn  in  the  defence  of  the  fortifi- 
cations, or  to  provide  able  and  armed  substitutes. 
Benoni  was  accordingly  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of 
his  master,  Jozapah.  He  thus  found  himself  sud- 
denly surrounded  with  duties  for  which  he  was 
both  by  habit  and  inclination  unfitted,  as  well 
as  with  hardships  and  dangers  which  he  had 
never  anticipated.  All  this,  however,  he  could 
have  borne  had  there  been  but  a  ray  of  hope  for 
his  future  prospects.  But  what  could  he  look  for- 
ward to  ?  Even  if  the  city  should  be  able  to  out- 
live the  siege,  what,  after  the  late  instance  of 
treachery  on  the  part  of  its  rulers,  could  be  ex- 
pected by  one  in  his  condition  ?  Nothing  but  a 
life  of  bitter  oppression  and  bondage.  It  was  in 
another's  stead,  and  at  another's  arbitrary  wiU,  and 
not  by  his  own  free  act,  or  for  his  country's  sake, 
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that  he,  like  many  others,  was  now  obliged  to  risk 
life  and  limb  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  He  felt 
the  degrading  nature  of  the  tie  which  bound  him 
to  the  discharge  of  such  duties,  although  under 
other  circumstances  he  would  willingly  have  done 
his  best  to  discharge  them. 

Few  and  hurried  were  the  visits  which  he  was 
now  able  to  pay  to  his  beloved  Eizpah  and  his 
helpless  children ;  and  it  was  at  length  only  to  find 
them  at  each  successive  visit  in  stiU  deeper  grief 
and  affiction.  The  pestilence  had  carried  off  his 
youngest  daughter  ZiUah;  Deborah,  his  sister-in- 
law,  who  had  hitherto  lived  in  Tahnon's  family,  as 
nurse  to  Hadassah  and  her  children,  and  who  had 
been  able  occasionally  to  relieve  the  wants  of  Eiz- 
pah, her  sister,  was  now  obliged  to  seek  refuge 
herself  with  Rizpah,  having  been  dismissed  from 
Tahnon's  dwelling  in  consequence  of  the  alarming 
scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  city.  Telzar,  also,  his 
kinsman,  had  been  lately  slain  with  his  two  sons, 
and  had  left  Benoni  now  with  hardly  a  friend 
among  his  comrades  to  console  him.  AU  these 
things  struck  a  chiU  upon  Benoni' s  heart  and 
spirits,  even  colder  than  the  bitter  north  wind, 
which  numbed  his  stiffened  limbs  as  night  after 
night  he  paced  his  allotted  beat  upon  the  lofty 
walls  of  Jerusalem.  His  eyes  looked  anxiously 
towards  the  east  for  the  first  dawn  of  returning 
day ;  yet  when  the  morning  had  arrived,  he  almost 
wished  it  were  night  again  that  he  might  indulge 
his  grief  in  silence  and  in  solitude.  It  was  after  a 
night  so  spent,  and  when  he  was  just  expecting  to 
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be  relieyed  at  his  post,  that  Benoni  was  suddenly 
alarmed,  as  day  began  to  break,  by  obseiying, 
among  the  Babylonians,  preparations  for  an  earlier 
attack  than  usual  against  the  walls  of  the  city. 
The  light  was  only  just  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
discern  companies  of  soldiers,  some  already  ad- 
vancing, and  others  apparently  ready  to  follow  as 
soon  as  they  had  given  the  advanced  guard  time 
enough  to  lead  the  way.  Their  attacks  of  late  had 
been  less  frequent ;  for  they  had  been  employed  in 
casting  up  huge  mounds  against  the  fortifications 
of  the  city  in  more  than  one  quarter,  and  very  little 
appeared  wanting  to  complete  the  one  on  that  side 
of  the  city  where  Benoni' s  post  was  assigned  to 
him.  That  mormng  they  had  determined  to  at- 
tempt the  sudden  completion  of  the  most  advanced 
of  their  mounds.  Large  quantities  of  stones,  earth, 
rubbish,  and  brushwood  had  been  collected,  and  it 
was  intended  to  make  a  hasty  approach  with  these 
materials  under  the  cover  of  the  war-engines. 
They  hoped  thus  to  be  able  to  fill  iip  the  small 
remaining  intervals  of  space  between  the  mound 
and  the  wall,  while  those  employed  in  doing  it 
were  protected  by  the  archers  and  engines  playing 
upon  the  enemy. 

Benoni  instantly  gave  the  alarm,  and  was  himself 
the  first  to  mount  the  roof  of  the  nearest  flanking 
tower,  from  which  they  might,  with  the  greatest 
advantage,  attack  the  besiegers  with  missiles  and 
other  contrivances.  He  was  quickly  followed  by 
others,  and  the  tower  was  soon  filled  even  to  con- 
frision.     The  enemy  had  now  assembled  in  num- 
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bers  on  the  mound,  and  were  beginning  to  pour  in 
a  dense  shower  from  their  cross-bows  and  slings,  as 
well  as  from  their  engines,  upon  those  who  ven- 
tured to  show  themselves  upon  the  walls.  Benoni 
being  among  the  first  who  mounted  the  tower  was 
naturally  exposed  in  the  very  front  of  the  battle, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  a  massive  stone,  hurled 
from  the  mound,  struck  him  in  the  head.  In  an 
instant,  bathed  in  his  own  life-blood,  he  reeled  and 
fell.  The  parapet  of  the  tower  had,  some  time 
before,  been  injured  by  a  former  attack;  so  that, 
the  crowd  now  pressing  forward  from  behind,  the 
remains  of  the  wounded  man  were  forced  headlong 
from  the  tower  into  the  deep  trench  beneath,  and 
were  there  left,  out  of  the  reach  of  friend  or  relative 
to  pay  them  the  last  kind  tribute  of  respect. 

The  enemy  were  on  this  occasion  speedily  re- 
pulsed, and  with  but  a  trifling  loss  on  the  side  of 
the  besieged ;  for  the  attempt  had  been  a  prema- 
ture one.  But  it  had  left  at  least  one  more  widowed 
heart  bleediiig  and  in  anguish;  and  had  made 
one  more  family  fatherless  and  orphans  in  that 
devoted  city.  The  evil  tidings  soon-  reached  the 
unhappy  Rizpah,  and  she  now  discovered,  for  the 
first  time,  that  it  was  possible  for  affictions  to  be 
even  greater,  and  more  severe  than  those  which 
she  had  abeady  borne.  Benoni,  although  a  bond- 
slave, and  oppressed,  and  in  need,  had  still  been 
her  husband — a  comfort  to  herself,  and  a  father  to 
her  now  orphan  children.  But  even  these  conso- 
lations were  for  ever  lost  and  gone.  She  had  seen 
and  had  pitied  others  while  watching  by  the  side  of 
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their  wounded  and  dying  relatives.  But  what 
would  she  have  given  now,  had  she  but  been  able 
to  purchase  even  this  sad  privilege — ^had  she  been 
only  allowed  to  know  that  the  remains  of  him,  who 
had  been  endeared  to  her  by  so  many  ties — ^ties  of 
childhood's  intimacy,  of  early  and  of  ripened  affec- 
tions— ^ties  of  associations  of  happier  years,  and 
more  lately  by  the  ties  of  bitter  but  freely  shared 
fellow  sufferings — ^had  she  been  but  able  to  see  or 
know  that  his  remains  were  laid  in  peace  beneath 
the  earth,  it  would  have  been  some  alleviation  of 
her  present  misery.  But  that  he  should  have  been 
snatched  away  from  her  without  a  farewell  word  or 
look,  that  his  mangled  frame  should  lie  unburied, 
nay,  exposed  to  the  insults  of  the  stranger  and  the 
foe,  it  was  a  blow  to  her  heavier  than  she  was  pre- 
pared to  bear;  heavier  than  she  could  have  con- 
ceived possible,  until  the  dreadful  reality  actually 
fell  upon  her.  Such  was  the  condition  of  Eizpah, 
the  elder  of  the  two  women  who  were  seen  among 
the  throng  anxiously  waiting  near  the  gate  of 
Benjamin  for  the  arrival  of  the  king.  They  trusted, 
like  many  otl^rs,  to  be  able  that  day  to  lay  their 
troubles  before  him,  and  to  seek  for  aid  in  their 
distress. 

The  king's  guards  were  now  seen  advancing  from 
the  direction  of  the  palace.  Busy  voices  were  im- 
mediately heard  here  and  there  among  the  crowd, 
as  though  they  were  preparing  for  some  declaration 
of  their  feelings  as  the  king  passed  by.  Among 
the  multitudes  who  had  assembled  there,  various, 
as  may  be  supposed,  were  the  motives  and  objects 
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wliich  liad  brought  tliem  together.  Some  had 
come,  perhaps,  from  mere  curiosity — some  urged 
by  real  distress;  but  others  were  there  who  had 
far  less  innocent  and  creditable  intentions  in  view. 
Of  this  latter  class,  one  named  MQcah,  a  middle- 
aged  female,  now  approached  Eizpah  and  Hatipha. 
Her  bold,  masculine  expression,  and  resolute  step, 
promised  nothing  very  gentle  or  soothing,  much  as 
such  treatment  was  required  at  the  time  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  two  unfortunate  friends.  Her 
words,  as  they  soon  found,  were  but  too  well  in 
harmony  with  her  appearance.  With  a  look  of  re- 
vengeftd  exultation  in  her  countenance,  she  ex- 
claimed, as  she  came  up  to  them,  "  Why  are  my 
neighbours,  Eizpah  and  Hatipha,  so  sorrowful  to- 
day ?  What  mean  this  cloud  and  gloom  that 
overspread  their  faces  ?  Is  it  not  to-day  that  we 
are  going  to  see  that  cowardly  dreamer  of  Ana- 
thoth  punished  for  his  treachery?"  "WOl  it  be 
so?"  asked  Eizpah.  "Doubtless  it  will,"  replied 
Milcah ;  "  the  king  will  no  longer  resist  the  wiU  of 
the  princes  ;  he  will  no  longer  suffer  our  brave 
soldiers  to  be  daily  discouraged  andu  their  spirits 
disheartened  by  this  one  perverse  and  self-wiUed 
fellow.  Are  all  the  other  prophets  to  be  despised, 
who  bid  us  defend  our  city  against  the  enemy? 
And  is  this  Jeremiah  to  set  up  himself  above  them 
all  ?  No — ^let  MS  join  in  the  cry,  as  the  king  passes 
along,  *  Away  with  him  to  the  dungeon  or  death ; 
and  let  all  the  enemies  of  our  country  and  of  our 
safety  so  perish.'  "  Milcah  had  not  known  by  sad 
experience  what  it  was  to  have  lost  her  only  friend 
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and  protector,  as  Eizpah  had  done ;  nor  had  she 
felt  at  all  in  the  same  degree  as  many  others  the 
sufferings  of  want  and  famine.  Her  husband,  Das- 
con,  was  one  of  the  foremost  among  the  daring  and 
turbulent  soldiers  of  the  city ;  and  she  had  shared 
in  the  supplies  which  he  and  his  comrades  had  too 
often  procured  for  themselves  by  such  violent  means 
as  have  been  abeady  mentioned.  She  and  some 
others  had  that  day  been  urged  by  their  husbands 
to  go  among  their  acquaintance  and  neighbours, 
that  they  might  assist  in  raising  a  popular  cry 
against  the  prophet  Jeremiah  ;  so  that  if  the  king 
hesitated  at  all  in  consenting  to  the  request  of  the 
princes,  their  efforts  might  be  strengthened  by  the 
voice  of  the  people.  Milcah  had  accordingly  been 
busily  moving  from  group  to  group  among  those 
now  assembled  around  the  gate  of  Benjamin,  and 
had  been  inflaming  their  minds  with  enmity  to- 
wards the  prophet  by  her  false  and  bitter  invectives 
against  him.  "  What  wonder,"  she  asked  of  Eiz- 
pah, "  that  your  husband  should  have  lost  his  life 
upon  the  ramparts  ?  Who  can  have  the  heart  to 
fight,  or  to  support  his  comrades  in  danger,  while 
such  cowards  as  this  Jeremiah  are  allowed  to  go 
unpunished? — ^while  they  are  still  permitted  to 
damp  the  courage  of  our  warriors,  by  foretelling 
destruction  and  slavery,  and  every  other  calamity 
upon  our  city?" 

Biizpah's  tears  flowed  fast  at  the  mention  of  Be- 
noni's  unhappy  fate.  "  If  the  truth  were  known," 
continued  Milcah,  "  this  foreboder  of  evils  is  pro- 
bably looking  forward  to  be  rewarded  by  our  ene- 
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mies  for  his  treacherous  aid  to  their  cause.  But 
let  us  have  vengeance  on  him  for  our  injured  friends 
before  that  can  happen,  say  I ;  and  let  his  blood 
answer  for  his  cowardice.  Will  E/izpah  join  with 
her  neighbour  Milcah,  in  a  vow  to  the  Queen  of 
Heaven,  that  vengeance  may  this  day  fall  upon  the 
head  of  the  prophet  ?  I  have  yet  a  store  of  incense 
left,  enough  to  supply  us  both  for  an  offering  on 
her  altar,  and  some  meal  to  knead  cakes  withal  to 
her  honour,  if  she  but  grant  us  to  see  our  desire 
upon  this  our  enemy." 

Eizpah's  heart  smote  her  again.  The  proposal 
of  Milcah  brought  back  to  her  mind  thoughts  of 
long-neglected  advice,  which  in  her  youth  had  often 
been  carefully  poured  into  her  ear.  The  aged  EI- 
cazar  had  been  one  of  those  who,  in  the  good  King 
Josiah's  time,  had  entered  warmly  into  that  pious 
monarch's  plans.  G-ladly  had  he  hailed  the  oppor- 
tunity, and  according  to  his  humble  power  had 
assisted  his  sovereign  in  his  endeavours  to  purify 
the  kingdom  from  the  idolatrous  rites  which  had 
become  so  prevalent.  Elcazar  had  to  the  last  of 
his  days  been  as  regular  as  circimistances  would 
allow,  in  his  yearly  offerings  of  the  first  finiits,  and 
other  appointed  sacrifices,  upon  Jehovah's  altar ; 
and.  he  had  laboured  to  impress  the  lesson  upon  his 
children.  Eizpah,  though  she  had  never  so  far  de- 
parted from  her  father's  precepts  as  to  offer  upon 
idolatrous  altars,  yet  was  convicted  by  her  con- 
science, not  only  of  having  neglected  the  offerings 
and  worship  due  to  Jehovah,  but  of  having  looked 
with  ^a  venial  eye  upon  those  who  had  themselves 
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engaged  in  such  forbidden  rites.  Nay,  more — 
MQcah  was  an  instance  of  Eizpah's  having  had 
friends  from  among  those  who  had  thus  deserted 
the  true  G-on.  AflBiiction  and  trouble  had  probably 
brought  these  things  more  home  to  her  mind  of 
late,  but  she  had  never  before  been  thus  familiarly 
invited  to  partake  in  such  guilty  practices.  The 
proposal,  therefore,  sounded  harshly  in  her  ears. 
The  unhesitating  and  bold  manner,  too,  in  which  it 
was  suggested  and  pressed  upon  her  seemed  to  im- 
ply that  in  the  mind  of  her  who  made  the  sugges- 
tion there  was  no  idea  or  fear  of  its  being  met  with 
repugnance.  Others,  therefore,  her  own  neigh- 
bours, thus  appeared  to  look  upon  her  as  all  but  a 
partner  in  their  guilty  customs.  Alas !  what  would 
Elcazar  have  thought  of  such  a  character  attaching 
to  his  daughter  ?  At  such  inward  reflections  tears 
of  remorse  for  the  past,  mingled  with  those  of  pre- 
sent distress,  burst  forth,  and  formed  her  only  reply 
to  her  neighbour's  impious  suggestions. 

It  was  but  lately,  too,  that  she  had  for  a  trifling 
sum  parted  with  the  ancient  and  venerable  roll  of 
the  law,  which  had  been  a  dying  present  from  her 
fiirther  to  herself  and  her  then  youthful  husband.* 
Erom  its  sacred  columns  Elcazar  had  often  been 
wont  to  read  aloud  to  his  assembled  household  and 
children;  and  its  holy  lessons  had  been  too  care- 
fully instilled  into  their  still  tender  minds  to  allow 
of  even  memory  proving  faithless  to  her  task.  The 
vitality  of  good  seed  in  the  moral  as  well  as  in  the 

*  See  Lam.  i.  11. 
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natural  world  seems  wonderfully  and  providentially 
ordained.  Outward  circumstances  may  for  a  while 
prevent  its  vegetation ;  but  still  it  lies  ready  and 
equally  prepared  as  ever  to  bud  and  germinate  as 
soon  as  any  congenial  opportunity  may  offer  itself. 
Eizpah  coidd  not  forget  wbat  had  been  so  diligentty 
implanted  and  nurtured  in  the  soil  of  her  infant 
mind  by  the  hand  of  parental  love  and  affection; 
and  now  the  remembrance  of  it  seemed  to  recur  to 
her  with  double  force,  as  accident  suddenly  re- 
minded her  that  she  had  neglected  its  practice. 
That  she  should,  moreover,  have  allowed  a  treasure 
once  so  highly  valued  to  go  out  of  her  possession — 
it  seemed  to  her  at  this  moment  as  if,  in  doing  so, 
she  had  deliberately  taken  farewell,  not  only  of  the 
roll  itself,  but  of  its  giver  and  of  the  sacred  pre- 
cepts which  it  contained.  True,  her  urgent  need 
and  the  cries  of  her  famished  children  had  been 
strong  appeals  to  a  mother's  feelings — enough  to 
induce  her  to  make  any  sacrifice  that  was  in  her 
power ;  and  tiU  now  circumstances  such  as  these 
had  appeared  sufficient  to  justify  her  in  parting 
even  with  her  father's  dying  gift.  But  so  soon 
after  its  loss  to  be  tempted  to  violate  by  idolatrous 
practices  its  well-remembered  lessons,  now  came 
home  to  Eizpah's  heart  as  a  providential  reproach 
for  her  disregard  of  it.  It  was  a  keen  and  bitter 
moment  this,  even  to  a  spirit  like  Eizpah's,  long 
inured  to  sorrow  and  trouble.  Just  then  the  king, 
with  his  guards  and  courtiers,  passed  by,  and  at 
once  entered  the  gate  of  Benjamin.  On  hearing 
the  crowd  moving  past  her,  Bizpah  almost  involun- 


TAJMOIS  AJSTD  HAPA0BAH.  181 

tanlj  removed  her  hands  for  an  instant  from  her 
fiwje,  where  they  had  been  placed  to  conceal  her 
grief,  and  to  stay  the  current  of  her  tears.  It  was 
but  for  an  instant  that  she  looked  up ;  but  in  that 
instant  her  eyes  met  those  of  Tahnon,  as  he  with 
the  other  nobles  was  following  the  king  into  the 
court  of  the  gateway.  No  other  human  coun- 
tenance, except,  perhaps,  that  of  Jozapah,  could 
have  been  so  unwelcome  to  Eizpah's  sight  at  that 
moment.  It  was  associated  in  her  mind  with 
the  first  blight  that  had  settled  on  the  bloom  of  her 
youthful  hopes,  and  that  to  her  had  turned  the  gar- 
den of  life's  promised  joys  into  a  waste  wilderness. 
Nor  was  she  the  only  one  among  the  assembled 
throng  to  whom  that  momentary  interchange  of 
looks  caused  a  bitter  pang.  ''The  wicked  flee 
when  no  man  pursueth,"  says  the  wise  man.  They 
carry  their  pursuer  with  them.  Even  the  rustling 
of  a  leaf  is  enough  to  disturb  a  guilty  conscience. 
Much  more  a  look  from  eyes  wherein  another's 
consciousness  of  the  offender's  guilt  is  written. 
But  to  Talmon  that  look  conveyed  more  than 
a  consciousness  of  his  cruelty ;  it  was  the  look 
of  one  who  had  become  conscious  of  it  by  suf- 
fering from  its  consequences — whose  emaciated 
features  and  care-worn  expression  told  even  more 
eloquently  than  the  tears  with  which  her  cheek 
was  moistened,  the  tale  of  lengthened  sorrow. 
Talmon  had  heard  of  Benoni's  death  through  De- 
borah's occasional  intercourse  with  Hadassah.  But 
of  the  widowed  Eizpah  and  her  orphan  children  he 
had  thought  no  more  till  that  hour ;  and  he  would 
K  2 
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have  given  much  to  be  spared  the  pang  that  then 
shot  through  his  heart.  He  could  not  but  reme'm- 
ber  that  he  too  was  a  father  and  a  husband.  What 
assurance  had  he  that  under  the  present  circum- 
stances his  own  wife  and  family  might  not  soon  be 
left  helpless  and  in  sorrow  ?  How  soon  might  not 
Hadassah  be  like  that  widowed  form  which  now 
met  his  eyes,  scarce  able  for  weakness  to  support 
the  weight  of  the  sickly  infant  which  she  clasped 
to  her  bosom?  Yet  had  he  not  himself,  asked 
conscience,  been  greatly  the  cause  of  this  very  dis- 
tress which  he  beheld  ? 

On  Bizpah  herself  such  repeated  shocks,  coming, 
too,  as  they  did,  so  unexpectedly,  had  the  effect  of 
quite  exhausting  her  little  remaining  strength ;  and 
she  besought  Hatipha  to  assist  her  in  leaving  at 
once  a  spot  where  fresh  trials  seemed  to  be  every 
moment  awaiting  her.  Hatipha  sought  to  console 
and  dissuade  her ;  but  in  vain.  Accordingly  they 
began  slowly  and  sorrowfiiUy  to  thread  their  way 
through  the  mixed  crowd  which  now  thronged 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  gate  of  Ben- 
jamin. How  they  were  to  subsist  even  for  another 
day  it  was  beyond  Rizpah's  power  to  foresee.  All 
other  resources  had  failed,  and  now  she  had  been 
obliged  to  abandon  for  the  present  the  hope  of  any 
public  relief  from  the  royal  bounty.  Heavily  did 
this  thought  weigh  upon  her  mind,  as  she  and  Ha- 
tipha were  retracing  their  steps  down  the  steep  de- 
scent which  led  from  the  high  ground  on  which  the 
gate  of  Benjamin  was  situated,  to  the  low  valley  of 
the  Tyropaeon,  the  place  of  their  present  dwelling. 
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''All  is  not  sound  within  that  is  fair  without,  nor  they  furthest 
from  danger  who  feel  least  pain  for  the  present :  such  as  since 
have  lived  securest,  neither  regardful  of  Hierusalem's  misery, 
nor  the  calamities  of  other  nations  that  ensued  them,  altogether 
unacquainted  with  any  like  sorrows  of  their  own  times,  shall 
have  their  deepest  share  in  the  horrors  of  that  dreadful  day, 
whereof  these  were  but  shadows  and  maps,  to  represent  unto 
us  in  some  proportion  the  inconceivable  affrightments  that 
shall  then  appear/' — Jackson's  Works ^  Book  I.  c.  xziv. 
p.  194. 


CHAPTEE   IX. 

**  If  for  fear  of  offending  men,  or  from  a  fedse  love  of  peace 
we  forbear  to  defend  the  truth,  we  betray  and  abandon  it." — 
Bishop  Wilson's  Sacra  PrivaiOf  Tuesday  Meditations, 

Mea-T^while  the  scene,  the  much  dreaded  scene, 
had  &iilj  opened  before  the  king  as  he  sat  in  the 
seat  of  judgment  among  the  princes.  They  had 
that  day  by  Seraiah's  advice  assembled  in  unusual 
numbers  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating,  if  neces- 
sary, the  weak  and  wavering  mind  of  Zedekiah. 
Among  them  was  to  be  seen  Talmon,  intently 
watching  the  king's  words  and  looks ;  and  heartily 
glad  of  the  opportunity  of  dispelling  jGpom  his 
thoughts  the  disagreeable  reflections  which  had 
been  so  unexpectedly  forced  upon  them.  Many 
cases  demanding  redress  and  assistance  awaited  the 
king's  decision — such  either  as  had  been  referred 
by  wealthy  suitors  firom  other  courts  in  order  to 
tire  the  patience  and  exhaust  the  means  of  poorer 
clients,  or  such  as  could  be  determined  by  the  king 
alone.  Amongst  the  latter  were  applications  for 
help  and  support  from  the  public  stores  which  were 
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at  the  king's  disposal.  Zedekiah  entered  more 
readily  than  usual  upon  the  consideration  of  some 
such  cases,  gladly  availing  himself  thus  of  any 
opening  that  seemed  to  offer  itself  for  putting  off 
the  evil  day.  But  he  little  thought  of  the  advan- 
tage which  the  princes  intended  to  take  of  the 
brief  delay  thus  occasioned  to  their  plans.  It  was 
indeed  their  own  intention  and  purpose  that  a  few 
instances  should  first  be  heard  of  peculiar  hardship 
and  distress  among  the  relatives  of  those  who  had 
feUen  in  the  war,  or  whose  dwellings  and  employ- 
ments had  been  injured  by  the  siege ;  and  contrary 
to  their  general  custom  they  suffered  the  king 
without  opposition  or  remonstrance  to  settle  some 
allowance  of  provisions  on  such  persons  out  of  tie 
public  stores.  At  other  times  they  had  always 
contended  against  such  a  use  of  the  city's  resources, 
representing  the  need  there  was  of  reserving  them 
all  for  those  who  were,  as  they  maintained,  fighting 
their  country's  battles.  The  king  was  himself  as- 
tonished at  their  present  forbearance.  He  looked 
round  and  saw  near  him  the  well  known  counte- 
nances of  Shephatiah  the  son  of  Mattan,  and  G^da- 
liah  the  son  of  Pashur,  Jucal  the  son  of  Shelemiah, 
and  Pashur  the  son  of  Melchiah,  the  very  persons 
who  had  so  often  withstood  his  own  better  and 
more  benevolent  designs.  "Why  were  they  silent 
now? 

As  soon  as  Shephatiah's  keen  eye  observed  ia  the 
king's  looks  this  sensation  of  astonishment,  the 
favourable  moment  appeared  to  have  arrived,  and 
without  further  delay  he  begged  permission  of  the 
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kmg  to  bring  charges  against  one  whom  he  asserted 
to  be  a  traitor  and  enemy  to  his  country.     The 
king  having  given  assent  and  prepared  himself  to 
listen  with  as  much  attention  as  his  irresolute  heart 
and  anxious  feelings  would  allow,  Shephatiah  pro- 
ceeded— "We  have  seen  too  many  instances  even  to- 
dayt  of  my  lord  the  king's  warm  and  f&therly 
interest  in  his  people's  welfare  to  allow  us  to  doubt 
that  he  will  kindly  hear  the   petition  which   his 
princes  and  captains  have  agreed  to  present  to  my 
lord  the  king.      The  sufferers  whom  the   king's 
bounty  has  this  day  relieved,  would  bear  witness 
against  us  if  we  for  a  moment  questioned  his  bene- 
volence and  tender  regard  for  the  safety  and  pros- 
perity of  his  subjects.      Let  the  king's  face  be 
fovourable  therefore  to  the  request  of  those  who 
now  come  to  make  their  petition  before  him,  not 
for  their  own  but  for  their  country's  sake.    They 
see  the  miseries  which  war  has  brought  upon  their 
city,  and  the  distress  which,  but  for  the  gracious 
hand  of  royal  bounty,  must  have  already  pressed 
heavily  on  their  fellow-citizens.     The  king's  ser- 
vants bewail  the  loss  and  slaughter  of  so  many  of 
th^ir  brave  comrades  in  arms,  who  have  fallen  in 
nobly  defending  the  walls  of  our  holy  city  and  the 
temple  of  our  God.     "Will  my  lord  the  king  then^ 
suffer  that  any  should  treacherously  cause  a  con- 
tinuance of  such  miseries  ?    "Will  he  suffer  that 
one  traitor  and   dreamer  should  weaken    by  his 
seditious  words  the  hands  of  all  our  brave  soldiers. 
Yet  such  a  one  is  Jeremiah  the  son  of  TTilkiah. 
Hath  he  not  by  his  vain  'burdens'  and  'visions* 
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disheartened  our  minds,  and  caused  our  ranks  to  be 
thinned  by  the  cowardly  desertion  of  many  to  our 
foes  ?  Would  that  his  fate  had  been  the  same  as 
that  of  some  whom  his  evil  counsels  have  betrayed, 
and  whom  a  deserved  death  has  overtaken  in  the 
act  of  perfidiously  falling  away  to  the  Babylonians. 
We  should  then  have  had  no  need  to  seek  -our 
lord's  notice  this  day,  and  to  entreat  him,  as  we 
now  do,  that  he  will  cause  the  traitor  Jeremiah  to 
be  put  to  death  ere  another  sun  shall  have  arisen 
on  his  treachery." 

"  Let  him  be  put  to  death  " — "  let  him  be  put  to 
death,'*  cried  many  voices  at  once  from  among  the 
nobles  who  surrounded  Shephatiah;  and  at  the 
same  moment  there  came  forward  another  from 
among  their  body  to  urge  the  suit  upon  fresh 
evidence  and  additional  charges  of  his  own.  "  Let 
the  king's  ears  be  open  to  the  words  of  his  ser- 
vant," said  Wjah  the  son  of  Shelemiah,  as  he  ad- 
dressed himself  to  Zedekiah,  "  I  bear  my  testimony 
to  the  truth  of  these  charges  against  the  pre- 
tended prophet  of  Anathoth.  Was  not  I  captain 
of  the  ward,  and  posted  at  the  city  gate,  at  the 
time  when  our  enemies  retreated  on  hearing  of  the 
approach  of  our  Egyptian  allies?  And  did  not 
this  Jeremiah  attempt  then  to  faU  away  to  the 
Chaldeans  ?  Of  a  surety,  if  my  lord  the  king's 
servant  had  not  been  there  to  intercept  him,  he  had 
long  since  joined  our  adversaries,  and  strengthened 
their  hands  as  he  is  daily  weakening  ours.  Did 
not  the  princes  then  punish  him  and  upbraid  him 
with  his  treachery  ?  but  in  vain.    WiQ  my  lord  thq 
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king,  tlien,  suffer  such  a  one  to  live  ?  Let  him  die 
the  death,  and  let  his  blood  be  upon  his  own 
head." — ^^  If^"  said  Zedekiah,  in  reply  to  what  had 
now  been  urged,  "  if  the  prophet  has  ab^ady  been 
punished  by  the  princes,  and  since  that  confined  by 
my  command  in  the  prison  of  the  city,  according  to 
your  desire,  what  injury  can  he  now  do,  supposing 
that  he  be  ever  so  ready  to  favour  our  enemies  ?" 

"  Does  my  lord  the  king  believe,"  asked  Pashur, 
the  son  of  Malchiah,  "that  this  disturber  of  our 
country  is  so  easily  quieted  ?  Long  ago,  indeed,  if 
he  had  been  willing  to  listen  to  our  advice,  or  to 
the  king's  commands,  he  would  have  ceased  from 
his  seditious  language,  instead  of  daily  maligning 
his  brother  prophets,  and  pronouncing  burdens  of 
evil  against  them  and  us.  But  advice  and  warning, 
commands  and  threats  are  alike  useless  upon  one 
so  hardened  and  infatuated.  Has  he  not  fiUed  the 
court  of  the  prison  with  his  turbulent  sayings? 
Not  a  day  but  he  publicly  denoimces  death  by  the 
sword,  by  the  famine,  and  the  pestilence,  upon  all 
who  venture  to  remain  faithful  to  their  country ; 
and  the  foolish  crowd  of  women  and  cowards  believe 
his  pretended  visions  and  messages  from  the  Loed. 
Hath  not  the  Loed  spoken  by  others  as  well  as  by 
him  ?  Let  my  lord  the  king  ask  of  his  servanta 
whether  these  things  be  not  so.  Here  are  they 
who  have  heard  with  their  own  ears  his  daily  blas- 
phemies against  our  holy  city.  WiU  my  lord  the 
king  then  refuse  the  request  of  the  princes,  and 
save  this  man's  life  who  hath  been  the  death  of  so 
ttiany  of  his  countrymen  P    Shall  we  not  have  pro«» 
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phets  left  when  lie  is  gone  ?" — "  How  fared  Hana- 
niah  the  prophet,  the  son  of  Azur  ?"  asked  the  king, 
at  the  suggestion  of  one  of  his  councillors,  as 
Pashur  spoke  of  other  prophets.  "Are  his  promises 
fulfilled,  which  he  spake,  saying  that  the  yoke  of 
the  king  of  Babylon  should  be  broken  within  two 
years  ?  and  did  this  Jeremiah  prophesy  truly,  or 
falsely  of  Hananiah's  fate?'* — "We  fear,"  replied 
Pashur,  "  that  my  lord  the  king  has  allowed  the 
poisoned  malice  of  that  deceiver's  tongue  to  reach 
his  royal  heart.  It  was  the  same  cause,  probably, 
which  occasioned  the  death  of  Hananiah,  that  also 
caused  his  word  partially  to  fail  Who  shall  doubt 
that  this  destroyer  of  his  brother  prophets  has  at 
his  command  fit  tools  to  do  his  deeds  of  darkness  ? 
Can  any  suspicion  be  too  foul  to  attach  to  one  who 
would  play  the  traitor  with  the  safety  of  his  coun- 
try ?  Did  he  not  go  himself  to  Babylon  to  concert 
his  plans,  and  return  again  after  many  days,  blind- 
ing men's  eyes  to  the  truth  of  his  designs  by  some 
vain  tale  and  vision  of  a  ragged  girdle  which  the 
LoBD  had  commanded  him  to  hide  in  a  rock? 
Can  we  suppose  then  that  he  had  not  ready  means 
of  supplanting  one  who  was  not  bold  enough,  like 
TTanajiiah,  to  attempt  to  counteract  his  plans? 
Let  not  my  lord  be  deceived. 

"  And  can  we  ever  hope  for  success  while  such  a 
one  is  among  us  ?  Is  it  even  safe  for  the  life  of 
my  lord  the  king,  and  the  lives  of  his  servants,  to 
let  such  a  perfidious  enemy  any  longer  watch  our 
movements  ?  With  all  our  vigilance  will  he  not 
find  some  opportunity  of  escaping  and  joining  those 


TALMOK  AITD  HADABSAH.  141 

who  are  our  foes,  but  Ids  allies  and  friends  ?  We 
beseech  the  king,  therefore,  let  this  man  be  put  to 
death.  Let  him  be  given  into  our  hands,  and  he 
shall  never  again  deceive  his  weak  and  foolish 
countrymen,  nor  dishearten  our  brave  soldiers,  nor 
betray,  as  we  believe  he  designs  to  do,  both  our 
king  and  city  into  the  power  of  the  proud  Baby- 
lonians. We  shall  then  see  what  his  burdens,  and 
parables,  and  visions  will  come  to." 

A  unanimous  burst  of  assent  to  Pashur's  words 
from  the  assembled  princes  convinced  Zedekiah 
that  there  was  no  possible  escape  from  pronouncing 
the  sentence  which  they  desired,  unless  he  were 
willing  to  run  the  risk  of  deeply  offending  them, 
and  incurring  their  heavy  displeasure.  This  he 
had  not  the  courage  to  do.  His  mind,  too,  was 
still  wavering  in  its  judgment  about  the  truth  of 
the  prophet's  words;  for  whenever  any  circum- 
stances forced  home  upon  him  a  stronger  convic- 
tion than  usual  of  the  probability  of  Jeremiah's 
denunciations  being  fulfilled,  he  would  shelter  him- 
self under  the  vain  hope  that  other  prophecies 
were  at  variance  with  those  of  Jeremiah.  Ezekiel's 
prediction  that  he  should  not  see  Babylon,  opposed, 
as  it  seemed  to  be,  to  that  of  Jeremiah  that  he 
should  be  carried  there,  was  the  staff  on  which  his 
weak  mind  rested  itself  in  the  hour  of  distress. 
Yet  the  struggle  between  the  earnest  remonstrances 
of  conscience,  and  the  flattering  delusions  of  a 
groundless  hope,  was  a  hard  one ;  and  it  was  long 
ere  he  could  permit  himself  to  give  way  to  evil 
councillors^  and  to  betray  the  prophet  into  their 
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hands.  But  how  should  he  eziaicate  himself? 
One  only  path  lay  open  to  him  on  which  he  could 
with  reason  rely.  That  one  he  had  not  now  the 
resolution  left,  if  indeed  he  ever  possessed  it,  to 
venture  upon.  To  go  forth  with  his  family  and 
children,  as  the  prophet  bade,  and  deliver  himself 
up  to  the  Babylonian  army,  though  by  thus  acting 
he  could  have  saved  his  conscience  from  a  deed 
of  gross  injustice,  and  though  he  had,  moreover, 
the  promise  of  saving  also  his  own  and  his  children's 
lives,  yet  this  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  decide 
on.  And  he  reflected  that  it  was  possibly  ere  now 
too  late  even  for  this.  So  long  had  he  resisted  the 
prophet's  advice  that  circumstances,  inevitable 
circumstances,  as  he  argued  himself  into  believing, 
seemed  to  leave  him  no  alternative.  As  Zedekiah 
thus  hiuriedly  and  anxiously  debated  the  matter  in 
his  mind,  he  was  unconsciously  drawing  towards 
that  fatal  but  firequent  conclusion  into  which  weak 
and  guilty  minds  sink,  that  one  fault  must  be 
conmiitted  to  screen  another.  Fain  would  he  have 
relieved  himself;  but  the  effort  was  beyond  the 
now  enfeebled  state  of  his  moral  powers.  He  felt 
as  one  who  has  heedlessly  rushed  forward  to  the 
brink  of  some  deep  chasm,  trusting  to  blind  chance 
for  the  means  of  clearing  it,  but  suddenly  suspect- 
ing it  to  be  beyond  his  power,  is  yet  unable  to 
check  or  arrest  his  course. 

Hastily  did  these  feeliags  pass  through  Zede- 
kiah's  mind.  Eears  and  doubts  chased  each  other 
in  quick  succession,  like  the  broken  scud  before  the 
coming  storm.     The  conspirators  watched  their 
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oppoituniiy ;  and  as  their  irresolute  monarch  sat 
for  a  few  moments  hesitating,  before  the  fatal  sen- 
tence escaped  his  lips,  they  pretended  to  construe 
his  silence  into  consent,  and  boldly  indulged  in  ex- 
pressions indicating  satisfaction  and  mutual  con- 
gratulation. Beluctantly  at  length  did  Zedekiah 
give  up  their  victim  to  their  malice.  Finding  his 
decision  indeed  already  forestalled  by  their  applause, 
he  timidly  added,  "Behold,  he  is  in  your  hand; 
for  the  king  is  not  he  that  can  do  anything  against 
you.'' 

As  the  hawk  pounces  with  deadly  aim  upon  its 
prey,  when,  after  long  hovering  over  its  head,  the 
fiavourable  moment  at  last  arrives  for  its  capture, 
so  hastened  the  princes  from  the  seat  of  judgment 
to  the  court  of  the  prison  where  the  prophet  was 
confined.  Among  the  foremost  of  them  was  Tal- 
mon.  In  his  manner  there  was  something  unusual 
and  anxious.  In  the  midst  of  his  triumphant  ex- 
clamations at  the  success  which  had  attended  the 
plans  of  the  princes,  there  seemed  to  be  some  un- 
easy and  harrowing  subject  on  his  mind,  the  recol- 
lection of  which  he  was  endeavouring  to  drown  by 
means  of  present  excitement.  A  look  probably 
from  the  same  widowed  features  which  had  met  his 
eyes  as  he  entered  into  the  court  of  judgment 
might  again  be  awaiting  him  as  he  left  it ;  and  he 
shrunk  from  the  very  thought  of  another  such 
shock.  His  companions  were  reasoning  about  the 
fittest  means  of  completing  their  design.  Talmon 
was  in  favour  of  immediate  and  summary  measures. 
"  And  how/'  said  he  to  Shephatiah,  as  they  left  the 
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gateway  of  Benjamin  together,  "  shall  the  traitor's 
life  be  now  despatched  ?  Shall  we  bring  him  out 
to  the  people  that  they  may  stone  him,  or  shall  his 
blood  be  forthwith  shed  by  the  sword,  his  head 
fixed  over  the  gate  to  warn  others,  and  his  carcase 
cast  out  upon  the  dunghill  ?  Or  shall  we  hurl  him 
headlong  from  the  highest  tower  of  our  city  walls, 
and  so  our  foes  shall  know  that  their  ally  has  at 
length  met  the  fate  which  he  so  well  deserves  r**' 

As  Talmon  spoke  these  words  he  caught  a 
glimpse  of  a  person  forcing  his  way  through  the 
crowd,  whom  he  at  once  recognised  as  one  of  his 
own  military  attendants  at  the  fortress.  Dismay 
was  painted  in  his  looks,  especially  as  he  approached 
nearer  to  Talmon,  and  foimd  that  he  had  attracted 
his  notice.  "What  tidings  of  the  enemy?"  cried 
Talmon,  aloud  and  boastfully  to  the  messenger, 
raising  his  voice  that  he  might  be  heard  by  the 
multitude  which  thronged  the  place.  "  Are  they 
rash  enough  to  approach  again  our  invincible  bul- 
warks ?  or  are  they  tired  of  life  that  they  would 
leave  their  heathen  carcasses  under  our  walls  ?  or 
have  they  come  to  the  aid  of  their  perfidious  ally, 
the  prophet  of  Anathoth  ?  Doubtless  he  has 
foimd  means  of  informing  them  of  his  present  dan- 
ger, and  of  the  determination  of  his  countrymen  to 
reward  his  treachery.  By  the  life  of  Malcom,  they 
must  be  quick  if  they  would  rescue  him  from  a 
traitor's  death  this  day.  Bid  them  wait  till  even- 
ing, and  his  head  shall  be  thrown  to  them  from  oup 
city  walls.  Slay  my  first-bom  if  his  burdens  fall 
npt  now  upon  the  dastard  dreamer's  own  head." 
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A  hoarse  shout  of  applause  rose  from  a  thousand 
tongues  as  they  thus  caught  the  welcome  an- 
nouncement, so  Tauntingly  and  blasphemously 
made,  of  the  intended  fate  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah. 
He  had  been  no  prophesier  of  smooth  things,  and 
had  consequently  long  been  the  object  of  popular 
aversion ;  in  addition  to  which  the  base  slanders  of 
treachery  towards  his  coimtry,  so  industriously 
propagated  by  the  nobles  respecting  him,  had  ren- 
dered this  feeling  of  enmity  against  him  doubly 
virulent.  Eor  a  few  minutes  the  shouts  of  the 
populace  drowned  aU  other  sounds;  and  Tahnon, 
absorbed  in  the  guilty  excitement  of  the  moment, 
and  proud  of  the  effect  produced  by  his  words,  re- 
mained unconscious  and  yet  unapprised  of  the  bit- 
ter tidings  which  the  messenger  at  his  side  was 
waiting  to  deliver.  "Pride  goeth  before  destruc- 
tion, and  a  haughty  spirit  before  a  fisdl."  Little 
was  Talmon  aware  that  he  was  now  standing  on 
the  very  brink  of  the  gulf  of  affliction,  into  which 
another  moment  was  about  to  plunge  him.  At 
this  one  and  the  same  instant  his  miad  was 
haunted  with  the  remembrance  of  a  certain  wi- 
dowed form — ^his  tongue  was  yet  vibrating  with 
the  words  of  triumph  in  the  prospect  of  an  inno- 
cent feUow  creature's  death,  but  his  eyes  were 
unconsciously  gazing  on  the  life  blood  of  his  first- 
bom,  his  only  son. 

The  life  of  his  child,  which  he  had  just  before  im- 
piously staked  against  the  prophet's  life,  was  no 
longer  in  his  power  to  save  or  to  destroy.  While 
the  princes  were  assembled  in  execution  of  their 
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cherished  design  before  the  king,  the  enemy  had 
made  an  attack  upon  the  tower  where  Talmon  was 
usually  stationed,  and  where  during  his  absence  he 
had  left  his  son  under  the  care  of  some  friends  and 
attendants.  During  the  attack,  which  was  made 
rather  with  the  intention  of  harassing  and  annoy- 
ing than  with  the  hope  of  any  decisive  result,  a 
random  arrow  striking  against  the  side  waU  of  the 
tower,  and  glancing  off  from  some  projecting  stone 
work,  being  thus  turned  in  its  direction,  fell 
and  wounded  the  youthftd  Zabad  in  the  shoulder, 
as  he  was  stooping  to  pick  up  something  from  the 
ground.  Its  speed  had  been  but  little  checked, 
though  its  direction  had  been  changed ;  and  con- 
sequently the  woimd  proved  a  severe  and  fetal  one. 
The  shrieks  of  the  bleeding  boy  soon  brought  one 
of  Talmon's  attendants  to  his  aid.  Plucking  the 
arrow  as  gently  as  possible  from  the  wound,  he 
found  the  blood  flow  still  faster  than  before.  He 
lost  no  time  therefore  in  stripping  off  his  own  linen 
girdle,  and  binding  it  carefully  round  the  boy's 
shoulders ;  then  raisiag  him  in  his  arms  he  hurried 
off  with  him  to  Talmon's  own  dwelling,  but  it 
was  only  to  lay  the  lifeless  form  of  her  son  in 
Hadassah's  bosom.  Having  once  more  loosened 
the  girdle  and  pointed  out  the  wound  to  Hadassah, 
the  messenger  hastened  on,  believing  that  he  had 
left  Zabad  only  in  a  swoon  from  loss  of  blood,  but 
desirous  of  informing  Talmon  with  all  speed  of 
what  had  happened.  As  he  related  the  facts,  his 
bloodstained  garments  bore  painful  witness  in  a 
father's  eyes  to  the  truth  of  the  tale.    The  shouts 
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of  the  multitude  were  now  dying  away,  and  the 
messenger^  who  had  been  for  some  moments  near 
Talmon,  but  unable  on  account  of  the  noise  to 
deliver  his  message,  again  addressed  him.  "  What 
sayest  thou  ?'*  cried  the  terrified  father,  "my  child 
wounded,  bleeding?  Who  hath  dared  lay  hands 
upon  him?"  "None,  let  my  lord  be  assured, 
hath  laid  hands  on  him.  It  was  an  arrow  from 
the  enemy's  host  that  smote  the  lad,"  said  the 
messenger.  "  As  we  were  engaged  on  the  battle- 
ments watching  the  enemy's  movements  he  stood 
behind  us  on  the  tower  steps,  sheltered,  as  we 
thought,  from  any  chance  of  harm.  Suddenly 
amid  a  shower  from  their  slings  and  bows,  his 
shrieks  were  heard,  and  we  found  him  with  the 
arrow  still  fastened  in  his  flesh."  "Enough, 
enough,"  cried  Talmon;  "where  is  my  child  now?" 
"  These  arms  have  borne  him  to  my  lord's  dwell- 
ing," replied  the  messenger,  and  ere  the  words 
were  past  his  lips,  Talmon  had  burst  from  the  spot 
towards  his  home,  as  speedily  and  abruptly  as  he 
had  rushed  from  it  a  few  hours  before. 

At  that  time  he  had  left  the  wife  of  his  bosom  in 
grief  and  alarm  at  his  violent  and  revengeful  ex- 
pressions against  the  life  of  one  who  had  never 
given  him  any  real  ground  of  offence  ;  he  returned 
now  to  find  her  bending  in  tears  over  the  still  warm 
but  lifeless  frame  of  her  youthftd  son. 

Hadassah's  fond  anxiety  for  her  husband,  added 
to  other  laudable  motives  had  induced  her  to  des- 
patch a  confidential  messenger  that  day  to  observe 
the  proceedings  of  the  council  and  to  bring  her  the 
l2 
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earliest  tidings  of  the  result  which  the  petition  of 
the  princes  to  the  king  might  produce.  She  had 
been  for  some  time  eagerly  waiting  the  return  of 
this  messenger  that  she  might  have  some  means  of 
allaying  her  uneasiness.  In  the  meanwhile  she 
had  not  been  without  hope  that  some  happy 
obstacle  might  occur  to  prevent  the  cruel  and 
wicked  design  of  the  princes  against  the  prophet. 
Accordingly  at  the  first  sound  of  footsteps  in  the 
porch  she  came  forward,  fully  anticipating  the  ar- 
rival to  be  none  other  than  that  of  her  informant, 
and  impatient  to  learn  from  him  the  important  in- 
telligence. But  how  different  from  what  she  had 
expected  was  the  sight  that  met  her  eyes !  Her 
son  helpless,  wounded,  and  in  the  arms  of  a 
stranger — ^the  stains  of  blood  fresh  on  the  garments 
of  both  of  them — ^his  eyes  half  closed,  his  lips 
quivering  as  though  with  recent  pain,  his  tongue 
instead  of  gladly  replying  as  formerly  to  his 
mother's  fond  greeting,  speechless  and  unable  to 
answer  her  earnest  calls  and  inquiries.  She  was 
willing  at  first  to  believe  the  soothing  suggestion  of 
the  attendant  who  assured  her  that  the  lad  was 
but  faint  from  loss  of  blood.  Accordingly  she  at 
once  proceeded  with  an  energy  and  presence  of 
mind  which  nothing  but  the  urgency  of  the  case 
and  the  evident  necessity  of  promptitude  could 
have  imparted,  to  wash  and  stanch  the  gaping 
wound ;  and  then  to  bathe  the  brow  of  her  child 
with  the  coolest  water  she  could  procure.  The 
suddenness  of  the  wound  and  the  speed  with  which 
he  had  been  conveyed  to  his  father's  dwelling  by 
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the  fiBflthftd  soldier  had  not  yet  allowed  time  for  the 
colour  to  fade  from  his  ruddy  cheeks.  The  loss  of 
blood  had  reaUy  been  but  small,  and  death  had  fol- 
lowed speedily  upon  the  blow.  Scarcely  any  change 
consequently  had  yet  taken  place  in  his  features. 
They  seemed  still  to  wear  the  glow  of  youthful 
health  upon  them.  The  air  of  insensibility  or  un- 
consciousness which  had  spread  over  them  might 
easily  have  been  mistaken  for  the  effect  of  a  tem- 
porary swoon.  His  sisters  stood  by  watching  with 
childish  curiosity  and  alarm  their  mother's  efforts  as 
she  alternately  sprinkled*  the  cool  water  over  his 
fisice,  and  then  applied  each  sweet-smelling  res- 
torative that  her  ingenuity  could  supply.  As  their 
infant  lips  continued  to  lisp  his  name,  "Zabad, 
Zabad^  speak  to  us,  Zabad,"  they  appeared  surprised 
that  no  answer  was  returned  to  their  entreaties. 
Little  were  they  able  to  realise  to  themselves  the  fact 
that  their  brother's  lips  were  abready  sealed  in  the 
silence  of  death.  Unconscious  alike  of  his  mother's 
endearing  calls  and  of  the  united  voices  of  his  sis- 
ters as  they  again  and  again  in  tones  of  increasing 
urgency  repeated  his  name — insensible  of  the  kisses 
which  they  were  imprinting  on  his  hands,  he  lay 
still  and  motionless,  except  when  occasionally  a 
shattered  nerve  or  sinew  near  the  seat  of  the  wound 
caused  a  momentary  convulsive  movement.  No 
symptoms  of  returning  animation  showed  them- 
selves ;  and  bitter,  agonising  misgivings  began  to 
shoot  across  the  mind  of  Hadassah.  Yet  as  often 
as  she  gazed  again  on  his  still  unaltered  features, 
and  clasping  his  hands  in  her  own  felt  them  still 
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genially  warm  with  life,  she  strove  to  check  such 
fears.*  Unwilling  to  part  with  the  last  ray  of  hope 
she  struggled  to  suppress  the  rising  flood  of  grief 
within,  which  like  the  pent-up  stream  was  each 
moment  gaining  fresh  and  resistless  strength.  At 
this  moment  Tahnon  rushed  in,  alarmed,  and  not 

*  "  He  who  ^thbent  him  o*er  the  dead 
Ere  the  first  day  of  death  is  fled, 
The  first  dark  day  of  nothingness, 
The  last  of  danger  and  distress, 
(Before  decay's  effacing  fingers 
Have  swept  the  lines  where  beauty  lingers), 
And  marked  the  mild  angelic  air, 
The  rapture  of  repose  that's  there, 
The  fixed  yet  tender  tints  that  streak 
The  languor  of  the  placid  cheek. 
And — ^but  for  that  sad  shrouded  eye 
That  fires  not,  wins  not,  weeps  not  now — 
And  but  for  that  chill,  changeless  brow, 
Where  cold  obstruction's  apathy 
Appals  the  gazing  mourner's  heart. 
As  if  to  him  it  could  impart 
The  doom  he  dreads,  yet  dwells  upon ; 
Yes,  but  for  these,  and  these  alone. 
Some  moments,  ay,  one  treacherous  hour. 
He  still  might  doubt  the  tyrant*  s  power ; 
So  fair,  so  calm,  so  softly  sealed. 
The  first  last  look  by  death  revealed !" 

The  Giaour, 
"  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  m  cases  of  violent  death  by  gun- 
shot wounds,  the  expression  is  always  that  of  languor,  what- 
ever the  natural  energy  of  the  sufferer's  character;  but  in 
death  from  a  stab  the  countenance  preserves  its  traits  of  feel- 
ing or  ferocity,  and  the  mind  its  bias  to  the  last" — Note  to 
the  Giaour, 
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less  agitated  than  when  he  had  so  hastily  left  his 
home  at  an  earlier  hour — ^but  now  fix)m  what  a 
different  cause  1  He  had  then  been  indignant  at 
the  prophet  for  having  denounced  according  to 
God's  command  that  the  sword,  the  famine  and 
the  pestilence  should  be  let  loose  upon  the  city  and 
its  inhabitants.  Now  that  sword  had  fallen  upon 
his  own  house ;  and  in  bitterness  of  heart  he  was 
compelled  to  acknowledge  that  as  a  melancholy 
fact  which  before  as  a  warning  he  had  refused  to 
listen  to. 

The  dismay  and  distress  which  were  visible  in 
every  feature  of  Hadassah's  countenance  were  not 
likely  to  diminish  Talmon's  fears,  as  he,  in  almost 
breathless  haste,  inquired,  "What  tidings  are 
these,  my  Hadassah  ?  Where  is  Zabad,  my  son  ? 
What  has  befallen  him?"  Hadassah,  who  had 
come  at  once  to  meet  him  on  hearing  his  steps, 
could  only  reply  to  his  questions  by  seizing  his  arm 
and  hurrying  with  him  into  the  room  where  the 
remains  of  what  was  once  their  beloved  child  were 
lying  stretched  on  a  low  couch  near  the  open  win- 
dow. His  dark,  glossy  hair,  still  soft  and  moist 
with  the  effect  of  healthy  exercise,  hung  thickly 
about  his  neck,  like  the  luxuriant  foliage  from 
which  the  sun  has  not  yet  had  time  to  absorb  the 
dew  of  early  morn.  "Zabad,"  cried  his  fether, 
catching  fondly  his  hand  as  it  was  hanging  by  the 
side  of  the  couch,  "  Zabad,  my  son — speak,  my 
child.  It  is  thy  father  who  entreats  thee;  thy 
&ther,  Zabad,  if  he,  who  thus  left  you  alone  and  in 
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danger,  deserves  the  name.  Alas !  why  was  I  so 
mad  as  to  let  thee,  my  son,  be  thus  exposed  to  risk 
and  harm?  Why  did  thy  mother  suffer  thee  to 
leave  her  side?"  "Say  not  so,  Talmon,"  cried 
Hadassah.  "  Have  I  not  again  and  again  besought 
thee  to  leave  the  child  with  me  ?  Are  my  warning 
words  of  this  morning  so  soon  forgotten?" 

Talmon's  hopes,  as  he  gazed  earnestly  on  the 
motionless  features  of  his  son,  were  from  the  first 
moment  far  from  sanguine ;  nor  were  they  raised 
when  he  beheld  the  ghastly  wound  from  which 
Hadassah  had  now  washed  the  still  oozing  blood. 
His  eye  had  been  but  too  familiar  of  late  with  death 
in  its  various  forms ;  nor  did  he  dare  to  disguise 
from  himself,  after  a  few  moments'  investigation, 
that  his  own  home  had  at  length  famished  a  victim 
to  the  fatal  weapons  of  the  destroyer.  Unprepared 
as  he  was,  by  the  tendency  of  his  recent  habits  and 
associates,  for  bowing  with  submission  to  any  dis- 
pensation of  G-on's  chastening  hand,  the  effect 
produced  on  him  was  but  as  the  effect  of  some 
potent  herb  or  drug  upon  a  constitution  essen- 
tially undermined.  He  was  shaken,  nay  almost 
convulsed  for  the  time  by  the  sudden  loss  and  be- 
reavement ;  but  the  struggle  was  followed  by  no 
successful  or  permanent  victory  over  the  mental 
disease.  Self-willed  and  infatuated  he  had  been 
before,  and  now  such  feelings  became  only  the 
more  strengthened  and  determined.  Imprecations 
of  revenge  and  of  anger  against  the  foes,  whose 
deadly  arrows  had  deprived  him  of  his  son,  were 
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mingled  with  profane  and  presumptuous  curses 
against  that  God  who  would  allow  His  people  to 
be  thus  afflicted  and  persecuted.* 

Hadassah  strove  with  tears  and  caresses  to  cabn 
the  stonn  of  passion  which  raged  in  his  bosom. 
She,  who  might  naturally  have  looked  for  support 
and  aid  from  hiTn  in  the  hour  of  affliction,  was 
required  to  soothe  his  ungovemed  feelings.  At 
length  tranquillised  and  won  over  by  his  wife's 
tender  and  affectionate  interference,  he  laid  aside 
his  violent  language,  but  only  to  sink  into  an 
opposite  fit  of  melancholy  and  depression.  The 
long-continued  excitement  of  the  morning,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  princes,  combined  with  the  harass- 
ing and  trying  scenes  which  he  had  since  passed 
through,  exhausted  for  a  while  his  energies,  both 
mental  and  physical — and  he  seated  himself  on  the 
ground  in  silence  near  the  corpse  of  his  son,  his 
tears  fast  flowing,t  his  head  buried  in  his  hands,  to 
ponder  over  his  bitter  and  irreparable  loss. 

*  Jer.  xxiii  10.  f  Jer.  ii.  37.    2  Sam.  xiii.  19. 
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"  The  virtue  of  prosperity  is  temperance,  the  virtue  of  ad- 
versity is  fortitude,  which  in  morals  is  the  more  heroical 
virtue.  Prosperity  is  the  blessing  of  the  Old  1  estament,  ad- 
versity is  the  blessing  of  the  New,  which  carrieth  the  greater 
benediction  and  the  clearer  revelation  of  Goo's  fovour.  Cer- 
tainly virtue  is  like  precious  odours  most  fragrant  where  they 
are  incensed  or  crushed ;  for  prosperity  doth  best  discover  vice, 
but  adversity  doth  best  discover  virtue.*' — Lord  Bacon. 
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'*  But  what  more  oft  in  nations  grown  corrupt, 
And  by  their  vices  brought  to  servitude, 
Than  to  love  bondage  more  than  liberty ; 
And  to  despise,  or  envy,  or  suspect 
Whom  God  hath  of  His  special  favour  raised 
As  their  deliverer  ?  if  he  aught  begin, 
How  frequent  to  desert  him,  and  at  last 
To  heap  ingratitude  on  worthiest  deed  ?  ** 

Samson  Agonistes, 

Is  the  mean  time  the  princes,  or  at  least  a  por- 
tion of  their  number  speedily  repaired  to  the  court 
of  the  prison.  There,  with  a  look  of  triumphant 
malice,  they  quickly  singled  out  their  unhappy 
victim  from  among  his  numerous  feUow-prisoners. 
Engaged  at  the  moment  in  earnest  conversation  he 
observed  not  the  approach  of  the  princes  and  their 
attendants,  until  they  were  almost  close  enough  to 
catch  his  words.  A  general  stir  and  movement 
among  his  companions  was  the  first  thing  that 
arrested  his  notice,  and  he  had  no  sooner  turned 
round  to  ascertain  the  occasion  of  it,  than  he  found 
himself  standing  face  to  face  before  Irijah,  Shepha- 
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idah,  and  his  other  accusers.  Before  he  had  scarcely 
been  allowed  time  to  form  any  conjecture  from 
their  looks  respecting  the  nature  of  their  present 
errand,  he  heard,  in  a  tone  of  bitter  but  triumphant 
sarcasm,  words  that  were  enough  to  settle  any 
doubts.  "Ah,  traitor!  What,  detected  in  the  very 
act  again!"  cried  Pashur;  "sowing  the  seeds  of 
sedition,  and  cowardice,  and  treachery  even  within 
the  prison  walls.  But  come — go  to — ^we  wiU  find 
thee  fitter  companions.  This  day  shall  show  whe- 
ther the  stones  of  the  lowest  dungeon  will  make 
apt  accomplices  for  a  traitor's  plans.  The  light  of 
open  day  ill  befits  such  deeds  of  darkness.  Come, 
thou  who  sendest  yokes  to  kings  and  princes,  now 
is  the  season  for  thee  to  prove  how  thou  canst  bear 
such  a  yoke  on  thine  own  neck." 

A  cold  shudder  passed  involuntarily  over  the 
frame  of  the  prophet  as  he  heard  the  dungeon 
mentioned.  He  knew  by  sad  experience  its  hor- 
rors; and  he  was  not  wrong  in  supposing  that 
confinement  in  such  a  pla<je,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  city,  meant  nothing  else  than 
a  sentence  of  lingering  death  by  starvation  and 
disease.  He  had,  however,  been  too  long  trained 
in  the  rude  school  of  adversity  to  allow  himself  to 
be  surprised  into  any  incautious  or  unbecoming 
language.  Continuing  silent,  but  with  an  express 
sion  of  countenance  firm  and  undaunted,  though  at 
the  same  time  meek  and  unassuming,  he  prepared 
himself  to  encounter  the  upbraidings  of  Shepha- 
tiah  and  the  malicious  looks  of  the  princes,  his 
companions.    Though    he    had  sometimes,  when 
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alone,  and  in  want  or  in  suffering,  felt  the  bruised 
spirit  ready  to  sink  within  him,*  though  he  had 
shrunk  with  instinctive  dread  from  the  duties  of 
an  office  which  seemed  to  stamp  his  whole  life  as  a 
continued  scene  of  external  hardship,  as  weU  as  of 
bitter  enmity  and  animosity  between  himself  and 
his  feUow-countrymen,  yet,  whatever  may  have 
been  his  feelings  at  other  times,  it  was  on  such 
occasions  as  the  present,  meeting  as  he  now  did, 
his  opponents  face  to  face,  that  the  dignity  of  his 
office,  and  the  importance  of  his  high  mission  as 
Gton's  prophet,  were  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
preserve  his  self-command  and  self-confidence. 
It  was  the  cause  of  the  Almighty,  not  his  own,  that 
he  was  called  on  to  defend  and  support ;  and  as  he 
stood  at  that  hour  in  the  centre  of  the  group  which 
fiUed  the  spacious  court  of  the  prison,  alone  in  his 
cause — ^his  usual  pla<jid  and  melancholy  look  not 
for  a  moment  interrupted  by  finding  himself  sud- 
denly in  the  presence  of  his  powerful  accusers  and 
foes — ^he  might  have  been  taken  as  a  living  emblem 
of  the  feeble  instruments  and  apparently  dispro- 
portioned  means  with  which  GrOD  often  effects  His 
greatest  designs.  His  ways  truly  are  not  as  our 
ways.  The  treasures  of  His  power  may  be  com- 
mitted to  earthen  vessels,  yet  are  they  safe.  His 
mode  of  executing  His  purposes  may  seem  to  us, 
in  its  progress,  inadequate  and  unsuited  to  its  end ; 
but  the  foolishness  of  G-on  is  wiser  than  men,  and 
His  weakness  stronger  than  men.     Nay,  these 

•  Lam.  iii.  64. 
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foolish  things  He  often  chooseth  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  confounding  the  wise;  and  these  weak 
things  to  confound  the  things  that  are  mighty; 
thus  bringing  light  out  of  darkness  and  good  out  of 
evil,  that  He  may  make  our  faith  to  stand  not  in 
the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God. 

There  would  have  appeared  but  little  probability 
in  human  eyes  that  the  single  and  unprotected 
person  who  then  stood  at  the  mercy  of  a  powerful 
and  hostile  confederacy  of  his  fellow  men — armed 
as  they  were  not  only  with  the  outward  weapons 
and  accoutrements  of  strength,  but  fortified  also 
by  the  authority  of  their  sovereign,  and  with  his 
commission  to  put  into  execution  their  deadly  pur- 
pose— ^little  probability  would  there  have  appeared 
at  that  moment,  that  they  themselves  would  be  the 
first  to  fall ;  and  that  at  a  future  day  when  they 
would  be  in  vain  entreating  mercy  at  the  conque- 
ror's hands,  he,  their  present  victim,  should  be  at 
liberty  and  in  safety^  Unconscious,  indeed,  were 
the  prophet's  persecutors  that  they  were  by  one 
and  the  same  act  preparing,  not,  as  they  intended, 
his  humiliation  and  their  own  exaltation,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  their  own  condemnation  and  his 
rescue.  To  the  careless  observer  every  thing 
seemed  to  wear  a  contrary  aspect.  The  very 
contrast  between  the  outward  appearance  of  the 
two  parties — the  burnished  armour  of  the  princes, 
their  scarlet  and  embroidered  tunics,  their  plumes 
and  costly  girdles — and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
plain,  homely  raiment  of  the  prophet,  spoke 
strongly  to  the  eye  of  the  difference  between  their 
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present  respective  circumstances.  Originally  of 
coarse  and  ordinary  texture,  the  hair-cloth  tunic, 
which  Jeremiah  wore,  had  not  been  rendered  more 
sightly  by  his  long  imprisonment.  Eeaching  from 
his  neck  to  his  knees,  it  was  confined  by  a  rude 
leathern  girdle,  which  bound  it  closely  round  his 
loins.  A  more  ample  outer  garment  or  mantle, 
of  the  same  coarse  material,  was  thrown  around 
him,  and  hung  loosely  over  his  shoulders,  the  two 
comers  meeting  in  front  a  little  below  the  neck, 
and  there  being  fastened,  not  by  jewels  of  gold  or 
silver  and  precious  stones,  such  as  glittered  on  the 
necks  of  the  wealthy  princes,  in  whose  presence  he 
stood,  but  by  a  clasp  of  the  commonest  metal.. 
Leathern  sandals,  bound  by  thongs  around  his 
ancles,  covered  the  soles  of  his  feet.  His  bushy 
hair,  as  it  hung  in  thick  masses  about  his  neck, 
and  his  flowing  but  untrimmed  beard,  combined  to 
teU  a  tale,  not  only  of  voluntary  abstinence  from 
the  luxuries  most  usual  in  that  climate,  but  also  of 
the  hard  and  comfortless  accommodation  of  the 
prison-house.  No  refreshing  baths,  no  perfumed 
oils,  or  softening  ointments,  had  reinvigorated  his 
weary  limbs  and  languid  frame  during  the  summer 
heats.  And  besides  these  privations,  which  men 
with  studied  cruelty  had  heaped  on  him,  even  Gron, 
in  ordaining  him  to  the  office  of  His  own  ambassa- 
dor and  prophet,  had  denied  him  some  of  the  bless- 
ings enjoyed  by  the  humblest  of  his  fellow  coun- 
trymen. No  fond  partner  of  his  life  was  to  share 
with  him  either  the  cares  or  the  comforts  which  the 
hand  of  Providence  might  bestow.    He  was  never 
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to  hope  for  the  sympathy  of  a  kindred  heart,  which 
should  beat  responsive  to  his  own — never  to  unlock 
the  secrets  of  his  breast,  or  to  repose  his  grief  in 
the  bosom  of  conjugal  love.  "  Thou  shalt  not  take 
thee  a  wife,  neither  shalt  thou  have  sons  and 
daughters,  in  this  place,  said  the  Loed."*  Others 
might  marry  and  might  give  in  marriage,  but  it 
was  no  time  for  the  prophet  of  the  Most  High  to 
do  so,  while  Q-od's  judgments  were  abroad  in  the 
earth.  His  lot  had  indeed  been  cast  in  evil  days* 
Well  might  the  prophet  then,  amid  such  scenes  of 
national  guilt  and  national  suffering — scenes  pre- 
sent and  to  come — "  be  pained  at  the  very  heart,'* 
and  "weep  day  and  night  for  the  woes  of  the 
daughter  of  his  people."  Tet  he  forgot  not,  at  the 
same  time,  that  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Most 
High  proceedeth  both  evil  and  good.  The  Loed, 
he  knew,  doth  not  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the 
children  of  men.f  But  because  Jerusalem  had 
grievously  sinned,  therefore  was  she  removed — 
"  Because  filthiness  was  in  her  skirts,  and  she  re- 
membered not  her  last  end,  therefore  she  came 
down  wonderfully."  J 

It  was  with  such  feelings  of  conscious  humi- 
liation in  behalf  of  his  sinfiil  country,  and  with  a 
sense  of  God's  just  visitation  upon  her,  that  Jere- 
miah had  been  on  former  occasions,  and  was  now 
once  more,  enabled  to  meet  the  haughty  chieftains, 
his  persecutors,  with  meekness,  and  yet  with  un- 
daunted firmness  of  purpose.    He  would  not  shrink 

*  Jer.  xvi.  f  Lam.  iii.  33.  t  Lam.  i.  9. 


TiLXMON  AND  HADASSAH.  168 

from  his  heaven-commissioned  duty.  Tet  he  wisely 
wished  to  perform  it  with  as  little  of  offence  to 
others,  and  of  suffering  to  himself,  as  possible,  pro- 
vided it  was  but  executed  feithftdly.  He  sought 
not  by  any  rash  or  fool-hardy  forwardness,  to  ex- 
pose himself  unnecessarily  to  cruelty  or  insults. 
Unprovoked,  therefore,  by  Shephatiah's  upbraidings, 
he  asked  gently  and  patiently  what  new  offence 
they  had  found  him  guilty  of. 

"  Of  the  newest  device  which  a  traitor's  inge- 
nuity can  suggest,"  answered  Irijah.  "Whose 
death  wert  thou  plotting  when  we  entered  the 
court  of  the  prison  ?  Thinkest  thou,  traitor,  that 
I  have  yet  forgotten  the  blood  of  my  father's 
house  ?  Say,  by  whose  hand  was  it  that  the  pro- 
phet Hananiah  perished?  And  shalt  thou  who 
doomest  others  to  death  thyself  be  ever  free  ? — ^free 
to  live  while  others  are  daQy  dying  on  our  walls  for 
thy  protection — free  to  sow  rebellion  and  cowardice 
while  others  are  exposing  their  breasts  to  the  enemy 
in  defence  of  our  holy  city  ?  Ask  not  what  new 
offence  thou  art  guilty  of,  but  ask  what  new  and 
more  effectual  punishment  the  princes  have  found 
out  for  traitors  and  murderers — or  rather,  ask  not, 
but  wait  till  the  few  next  moments  shaU.  bring  thee  an 
answer  to  such  a  question."  Th«  prophet,  foreseeing 
now  what  was  about  to  happen,  though  he  felt  that 
words  would  be  useless,  yet,  as  a  duty,  once  more 
protested  openly  before  the  princes  and  their  at- 
tendant officers,  who  were  preparing  to  seize  him — 
before  his  feUow  prisoners,  who  still  stood  around, 
anxiously  intent  upon  what  was  passing — ^before  all 
m2 
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who  had  gained  admittance  on  this  occasion  to  the 
prison-court,  saying,  "  The  Loed  sent  me  to  pro- 
phesy against  this  house  and  against  this  city  all 
the  words  that  ye  have  heard  ;  therefore  now 
amend  your  ways  and  your  doings,  and  obey  the 
voice  of  the  Loed  your  G-od  ;  and  the  Loed  will 
repent  Him  of  the  evil  He  hath  pronounced  against 
you.  As  for  me,  behold  I  am  in  your  hands ;  do 
with  me  as  seemeth  good  and  meet  unto  you.  But 
know  ye  for  certain,  that  if  ye  put  me  to  death,  ye 
shall  surely  bring  innocent  blood  upon  yourselves 
and  upon  this  city,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  thereof ; 
for  of  a  truth  the  Loed  hath  sent  me  to  speak  all 
these  words  in  your  ears."* 

"  Keep  thy  burdens  for  another  season,  or  for  a 
more  willing  audience,'*  cried  Pashur;  "little  lei- 
sure have  we  to  listen  to  them.  While  we  tarry 
the  enemy  is  even  now  at  our  gates ;  and  innocent 
blood  is  already  shed,  while  the  guilty  are  safe." 
This  he  said  alluding  to  Talmon's  loss,  the  parti- 
culars of  which  he  had  overheard  as  he  was  standing 
by  while  the  messenger  from  the  fortress  was  re- 
lating it.  Having  said  these  words,  he  gave  a  sig- 
nal to  the  prison  officers,  who  proceeded  at  once  to 
the  execution  of  their  duty,  by  rudely  seizing  the 
prophet's  arms,  and  smiting  him  on  the  mouth,  that 
he  should  be  silent.f  They  then  hurried  him  away 
from  the  court  of  the  prison  through  a  gateway  and 
passage  into  another  and  smaller  court  within. 

In  the  centre  of  this  court  there  was  a  narrow 

•  Jer.  xxvi.  f  1  Kings  xxii.  24  ;  Acts  xiiii.  2. 
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opening  in  the  pavement,  resembling  the  mouth  of 
a  well,  with  a  low  ledge  or  border  round  the  edge 
of  it.  This  formed  the  only  entrance  or  outlet  to 
the  gloomy  dungeon  beneath.  A  heavy  slab  of 
flat  stone  perforated  with  a  few  holes  for  the  ad- 
mission of  air  formed  the  lid  or  covering  to  this 
dark  subterranean  vault.  This  slab  when  placed 
over  the  opening  could,  if  more  than  usual  security 
was  required,  be  easily  sealed  in  its  place,  so  that  any 
removal  of  it  might  thus  be  with  certainty  dis- 
covered. In  the  rainy  season  the  water  found  its 
way  in  by  various  leaks  and  crevices,  and  settling 
there  caused  the  bottom  to  become  damp  and  miry. 
The  little  air  that  was  admitted  was  not  enough  to 
absorb  the  foul  exhalations  which  were  thus  created ; 
and  they  consequently  deposited  themselves  upon 
the  walls  and  vaulted  roof  in  a  thick  mouldy  coat- 
ing or  incrustation.  This  was  only  interrupted 
here  and  there  by  the  channel  which  some  leak 
from  above  had  worn  clean  for  itself  upon  the  sur- 
face of  the  stone.  A  few  niches  or  cabins  raised  a 
little  above  the  level  of  the  ground  in  the  side  walls 
formed  the  only  accommodation  for  the  wretched 
inmates  to  rest  or  lie  in.*  Here  it  was  that  the 
prophet  Jeremiah  found  himself  now  for  the  second 
time  rudely  and  hastily  immured.  The  stone  was 
placed  over  the  mouth  of  the  dungeon,  and  the 
princes  hastened  away  elated  at  the  successful  re- 
sult of  their  schemes ;  they  trusted  that  in  a  short 


See  Blayney's  Notes  to  Jeremiah,  chap.  xxxyU.  1 6,  and 
I.  xxxviiL  6. 
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time  disease  or  want  or  misery  would  effectually 
despatch  their  victim,  without  exposing  them  to 
the  odium  or  charge  of  having  been  directly  and 
palpably  the  instruments  of  his  destruction. 

While  such  was  the  state  of  discord  and  distress 
within  the  unhappy  city  of  Jerusalem,  its  foes  and 
besiegers  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  abundance  and 
of  comparative  safety.  For  the  besieged,  by  loss  of 
numbers,  had  now  become  too  much  reduced  to 
harass  them  any  longer  by  sallies  from  their  gates. 
As  indeed  the  strength  and  hopes  of  the  one  side 
daily  declined,  so  those  of  the  other  gradually  in- 
creased. The  Babylonian  monarch  had  himself 
retired  to  Eiblath  in  Syria ;  but  he  held  constant 
commimication  with  his  general  Nebuzaradan,  and 
sent  such  suppHes  of  men  and  provisions  as  they 
required.  The  productions  of  the  neighbouring 
provinces  also  were  at  their  command,  the  nations 
bordering  on  Palestine,  the  Moabites,  the  Edomites 
and  the  people  of  Ammon  gladly  bringing  in  con- 
tributions, and  assisting  by  every  means  in  the 
destruction  of  their  hereditary  enemies.  They 
looked  on  with  undisguised  delight  at  the  fall  of 
the  holy  city,  their  ancient  mistress  and  foe.  They 
taught  the  Babylonians  how  to  insult  with  the 
most  keen  and  cutting  acts  of  mockery  the  captives 
whom  in  their  skirmishes  they  had  taken  prisoners 
of  war.  Protected  themselves  by  the  besieger's 
hosts,  they  came  within  hearing  of  the  walls,  and 
uttered  in  the  Jews'  language  the  most  foul 
revilings  against  their  religion  and  their  Q-qd. 
They  mutilated  not  only  the  bodies  of  the  dead. 
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but  those  also  of  tlie  prisoners  who  fell  alive  into 
their  power,  plucking  out  their  eyes  and  cutting 
off  their  ears,  and  in  this  state  exposing  them  to 
the  sight  of  their  friends  and  relatives  upon  the 
walls. 

It  had  now  long  been  necessary  to  cease  from 
burying  within  the  city  the  immense  numbers  of 
poor  who  daily  fell  victims  to  the  pestilence  or  the 
femine.  Accordingly  their  dead  bodies  were  thrown 
into  the  deep  valleys  beneath  the  walls.  The 
Babylonians  were  not  long  in  discovering  the  cause 
to  which  the  death  of  such  vast  multitudes  was  to 
be  attributed.  It  was  evidently  from  want  of  the 
commonest  necessaries  of  hfe.  The  blackened  hue 
of  their  countenance,  the  parched  and  shrivelled 
skin,  and  the  swollen  tongue  gave  clear  indications, 
in  the  absence  of  every  mark  of  external  violence, 
of  the  manner  in  which  death  had  happened  to 
them.  To  heighten  therefore,  if  possible,  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  wretched  inhabitants,  and  at  the 
same  time  in  order  to  induce  them  to  surrender 
without  further  delay,  the  Babylonians  occasionally 
held  a  sort  of  market  within  sight  of  the  people 
who  were  watching  them  fix)m  the  battlements  and 
housetops  of  the  city.  Piles  of  refreshing  fruits 
and  vegetables  were  heaped  lavishly  on  the  ground, 
and  held  up  to  mock  the  privations  of  the  famish- 
ing beholders.  Fathers  whose  children  were  daily 
perishing  for  want  of  such  wholesome  and  nutritious 
food,  saw,  within  a  few  yards  of  them,  the  life  as  it 
were  of  their  offspring — ^the  means  of  restoring  them 
to  health  and  comfort.    It  was  too  in  all  proba- 
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bility  firom  their  own  gardens  and  lands  that  these 
fruits  had  been  gathered.  Such  sights  brought 
back  to  their  memory  the  former  days  of  plenty, 
when  they  had  enjoyed  such  blessings  in  abun- 
dance and  thought  but  lightly  of  them.  Now 
many  a  parent  and  husband  turned  away  with 
a  heavy  heart  and  with  moistened  eyes  from  be- 
holding a  scene  of  such  cruel  mockery  to  his 
feelings.* 

The  device  of  the  besiegers  had  thus  its  intended 
effect,  in  increasing  the  sufferings  and  sorrows  of 
the  besieged ;  but  unhappily  it  had  not  the  further 
effect  of  inducing  them  to  bow  to  the  rod,  and  sub- 
mit themselves  humbly  to  the  correcting  hand  of 
heaven.  The  leaders  of  the  people,  infatuated  and 
hardened  alike  against  the  advice  of  their  prophetic 
guides  and  against  the  dictates  of  reason  and  hu- 
manity, were  as  blind  to  the  necessity  of  submission 
to  the  Babylonians,  as  those  Babylonians  were  to 
the  fact  of  God's  prophets  having  foretold  the 
speedy  fall  of  Babylon  itself.  A  veil  was  on  the 
eyes  of  both  parties.  The  "  divine  judgments  were 
far  above  out  of  their  sight."  Each  thought  they 
were  accomplishing  their  own  ends  in  spite  of  the 
God  of  Israel ;  but  God's  ends  were  nevertheless 
being  accomplished  by  them  in  spite  of  themselves. 
"  O  Assyrian,  the  rod  of  Mine  anger,  and  the  staff 
in  thine  hand  is  My  indignation.  I  will  send  him 
against  an  hypocritical  nation,  and  against  the  peo- 
ple of  My  wrath  will  I  give  him  a  charge,  to  take 

*  See  Josephus.    Wars  of  the  Jews,  Book  YI.  chap.  14. 
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the  spoil  and  to  take  the  prey,  and  to  tread  them 
down  like  the  mire  of  the  streets.  Howbeit,  he 
meaneth  not  so,  neither  doth  his  heart  think 
so ;  but  it  is  in  his  heart  to  destroy  and  cut  off 
nations  not  a  few.  «  *  #         Por  he 

saith,  By  the  strength  of  my  hand,  I  have  done 
it,  and  by  my  wisdom ;  for  I  am  prudent ;  and  I 
have  removed  the  bounds  of  the  people,  and  have 
robbed  their  treasures,  and  I  have  put  down  the 
inhabitants  like  a  valiant  man.  «  #  « 

Wherefore,  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  when  the 
LoED  hath  performed  His  whole  work  upon  Mount 
Zion  and  in  Jerusalem,  I  will  punish  the  finiit  of 
the  stout  heart  of  the  king  of  Assyria,  and  the 
glory  of  his  high  looks."* 

The  one  side,  by  their  self-will,  were  putting  into 
the  hands  of  the  other  the  weapons  and  power 
necessary  for  inflicting  that  punishment  which,  by 
their  very  obstinacy,  they  trusted  to  avoid.  The 
other  were  God's  instruments  in  inflicting  that 
punishment.  They  were  "the  hammer  of  the 
earth'*  in  the  hands  of  the  Deity,  as  the  Israelites 
had  formerly  been  in  punishing  the  iniquities  of 
the  Canaanites.  But  inasmuch  as  the  Babylonians 
did  it  not  in  the  name  of  the  true  God,  but  to 
please  their  own  proud  and  ambitious  wishes,  and 
in  the  name  of  their  false  idol  gods,  therefore  they 
were  themselves  to  be  similarly  visited  with  con- 
dign punishment  when  the  cup  of  their  iniquities 
was  full. 

*  Isaiah  x.  5. 
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"  Thus  saith  Jehovah, 
Behold  I  will  raise  up  against  Babylon, 
And  against  those  that  dwell  in  the  heart  of  Mine  adversaries, 
A  destroying  wind. 

I  will  send  against  Babylon  winnowers. 
And  they  shall  winnow  her  and  empty  her  land ; 
For  they  shall  be  against  her  round  about, 
In  the  day  of  trouble  by  the  wayside. 
Let  the  archer  bend  his  bow, 
And  let  him  not  lift  himself  up  in  his  brigandine ; 
And  spare  ye  not  her  young  men. 
Destroy  utterly  her  whole  army ; 
And  they  shall  fall  down  slain  in  the  land  of  Chaldea, 
And  thrust  through  in  her  streets. 


Babylon  is  a  golden  cup  in  the  hand  of  JbhovaHi 

Intoxicating  the  whole  earth ; 

Of  the  wine  thereof  nations  have  drunken ; 

Therefore  shall  nations  glory,  (saying) 

Babylon  is  suddenly  fallen. 

And  broken ;  howl  ye  over  her ; 

Take  ye  balm  for  her  anguish, 

If  so  be  she  may  be  healed. 

We  have  applied  remedies  to  Babylon,  but  she  is  not  healed ; 

Leave  her,  and  let  us  go  every  one  to  his  own  country ; 

For  her  judgment  hath  reached  unto  the  heavens. 

And  is  lifted  up  unto  the  skies. 


Make  bright  the  arrows,  fill  the  quivers ; 

Jehovah  hath  roused  up  the  spirit  of  the  kings  of  Media ; 

For  His  purpose  is  against  Babylon  to  destroy  it ; 

Surely  it  is  the  vengeance  of  Jehovab, 

The  vengeance  of  His  temple. 
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Oh,  thou  that  dwellest  by  the  side  of  many  waters,  that 

aboundest  in  treasures, 
lliine  end  is  come,  O  handmaid  of  thy  covetousness. 
Jkhovah  of  hosts  hath  sworn  by  Himself, 
Surely  I  will  fill  thee  with  men  as  with  locusts, 
And  they  shall  send  forth  a  shouting  against  thee. 


1  will  render  unto  Babylon, 

And  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Chaldea, 

All  their  evil  which  they  have  done  in  Sion, 

Before  your  eyes,  saith  Jehovah. 

Behold,  I  am  against  thee,  O  destroying  mountain, 

Saith  Jehovah,  that  destroyest  the  whole  earth  ; 

And  I  will  stretch  out  My  hand  over  thee. 

And  I  will  roll  thee  down  from  the  rocks. 

And  I  will  make  thee  a  burning  mountain  : 

And  they  shall  not  take  of  thee  a  stone  for  a  comer, 

Or  a  stone  for  foundations  ; 

But  thou  shalt  be  perpetual  desolations,  saith  Jehovah. 

Lift  up  a  standard  in  the  land, 

Sound  a  trumpet  among  the  nations, 

Enlist  nations  against  her, 

Summon  kingdoms  against  her, 

Ararat,  Minni,  and  Ashkenaz ; 

Commission  a  commander  against  her. 

Cause  cavalry  to  come  up  like  the  bristled  locust. 

Enlist  nations  against  her. 

The  king  of  Media,  the  captains  thereof. 

And  all  the  rulers  thereof, 

And  all  the  land  under  his  dominion. 

And  let  the  land  tremble  and  be  in  pain ; 

For  the  purpose  of  Jehovah  against  Babylon  standeth  sure, 

To  make  the  land  of  Babylon  a  desolation, 

Without  an  inhabitant 

Therefore,  behold  the  days  come,  saith  Jehovah, 
That  I  will  execute  judgment  upon  her  graven  images, 
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And  through  all  her  land  the  wounded  shall  groan. 
Though  Babylon  shall  have  mounted  up  to  the  heavens. 
And  though  she  shall  have  fenced  high  her  strength. 
From  Me  shall  spoilers  come  unto  her,  saith  Jehovah, 
The  voice  of  a  cry  from  Babylon, 
And  of  great  destruction  from  the  land  of  Chaldea ! 
For  Jehovah  spoileth  Babylon, 
And  destroyeth  from  out  of  her  a  great  voice  ; 
Their  waves  also  roar  like  great  waters, 
Their  sound  hath  caused  a  tumult. 
Surely  there  is  come  against  her. 
Against  Babylon  a  spoiler ; 
And  her  mighty  men  shall  be  taken. 
And  every  one  of  her  bows  broken ; 
For  a  God  of  retributions, 
Jehovah  will  surely  requite. 

And  I  will  make  drank  her  princes  and  her  wise  men, 
Her  captains,  and  her  rulers,  and  her  mighty  men ; 
And  they  shall  sleep  an  everlasting  sleep, 
And  not  wake  again,  saith  the  iCing 
Whose  name  is  Jehovah  of  hosts. 
Thus  saith  Jehovah  of  hosts. 

The  wall  of  Babylon,  the  broad  one,  shall  be  utterly  razed, 
And  her  gates,  the  lofty  ones,  shall  be  burned  with  fire." 
Blayney's  Translation  of  Jeremiah,  li. 


Note. — It  has  been  hardly  attempted  either  in  this  chapter 
or  elsewhere  to  give  any  exact  or  accurate  delineation  of  per- 
son or  features,  though  with  regard  to  the  general  character  of 
the  Jewish  physiognomy,  under  favourable  circumstances,  it 
appears  that  materials  are  not  wanting  for  at  least  a  probable 
approximation  to  the  truth.  In  proof  of  this  assertion  the 
following  particulars  may  perhaps,  without  impropriety,  be 
here  introduced. 


TALMON  AKD  HADASSAH.  173 

"We  could  not  help  being  struck/'  says  an  intelligent 
traveller,  *'  with  the  beauty  of  this  race  of  people  (the  Polish 
Jews) ;  for  they  seem  by  no  means  to  have  degenerated  by 
limiting  themselves  to  intermarriage  with  their  own  breed. 
The  character  of  countenance  is,  from  this  circumstance, 
almost  invariably  the  same,  though  not  in  any  way  resembling, 
what  we  call  in  England,  a  Jewish  turn  of  feature.  The 
women  were  remarkably  handsome,  their  persons  large  and 
full  made,  their  faces  very  regularly  formed,  with  black  eyes 
and  hair,  set  off  with  delicate  complexions  of  white  and  red. 
The  men  tall  and  straight,  but  rather  of  a  spare  habit,  their 
features  small,  and  very  much  foshioned  like  that  meek  and 
placid  countenance  which  the  Italian  painters  have  invariably 
given  to  the  picture  of  our  Saviour." — James's  Journal  qf 
a  Tour  through  Poland,  ^c,  in  1813. 

"  Ensuite  viennent  les  Juifs,  qui  sont  en  Egypte  ce  qu*  ils 
sont  partout ;  ♦  ♦  *  Je  ne  sais  si  c*est 

parce  qu*  ils  sont  plus  pres  de  leur  pays,  que  leur  caractere 
physique  est  plus  conserve  en  Egypte,  mais  il  m'  a  paru 
frappant ;  ceuz  qui  sont  laids  ressemblent  auz  notres ;  les 
beaux,  surtout  les  jeunes,  rappellent  le  caractere  de  tete  que  la 
peinture  a  conserve  a  Jesus  Christ  ;  ce  qu'  il  prouveroit  qu' 
il  est  de  tradition,  et  n'a  pas  pour  epoque  le  quatorzieme 
siecle  et  le  renouvellement  des  arts.*' — Denon's  Voyage  dans 
la  basse  et  la  haute  Egypte, 

Dr.  Neale,  speaking  of  the  Jews  of  Poland,  says,  *'  The  en- 
joyment of  liberty  and  civil  rights  seems  to  have  produced  a 
strong  effect  on  the  physical  constitution  and  physiognomy  of 
this  singular  race ;  bestowing  a  dignity  and  energy  of  charac- 
ter upon  them,  which  we  may  in  vain  look  for  in  those  of 
other  countries.  The  men  clothed  in  long  black  robes,  reach- 
ing to  their  ancles,  and  sometimes  adorned  in  front  with  silver 
agraffes — their  heads  covered  with  fur  caps — their  chestnut 
or  auburn  locks  parted  in  front  and  fedling  gracefully  on  the 
shoulders  in  spiral  curls,  display  much  manly  beauty ;  nay,  I 
have  frequently  contemplated  with  astonishment  many  among 
them  whose  placid  yet  melancholy  countenances  recalled 
strongly  to  my  recollection  the  heads  depicted  by  Raphael, 
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Leonardo  da  Vinci)  Carlo  Dolce,  and  the  earlier  Italian 
painters,  and  which,  until  I  visited  Poland,  I  had  conceived  to 
exist  only  among  the  fine  ideal  forms  of  art.  More  than  once 
an  involuntary  awe  has  seized  me  on  contemplating,  on  the 
shoulders  of  a  Hebrew  villager,  a  head  presenting  those  traits  of 
physiognomy  which,  by  a  long  association,  I  had  always  con- 
joined with  the  abstract  ideal  countenance  of  the  Saviour  of 
the  world." 


CHAPTEE   XL 


"  *  For  the  transgressions  of  a  land  many  are  the  princes 
thereof/  (Prov.  xxviii.  2  ;)  that  is,  it  is  punished  with  a  con- 
fused government." — Bishop  Wilson's  Sacra  Privata,  Fri- 
day Meditation. 


CHAPTEE  XI. 

'*  Yet  long  on  Eden's  fair  and  fertile  plain 
A  righteous  nation  dwelt  that  knew  not  Cain ; 
There  fruits  and  flowers  in  genial  light  and  dew, 
Luxuriant  vines  and  golden  harvests  grew ; 
By  freshening  waters  flocks  and  cattle  strayed, 
While  youth  and  childhood  watched  them  from  the  shade  ; 
Age,  at  his  flg-tree,  rested  from  his  toil, 
And  manly  vigour  tilled  the  unfailing  soil ; 
Green  sprang  the  turf  hy  holy  footsteps  trod 
Round  the  pure  altars  of  the  living  God  ; 
Till  foul  idolatry  those  altars  stair  ed, 
And  lust  and  revelry  through  Eden  reigned. 
Then  fled  the  people's  glory  and  defence, 
The  joys  of  home,  the  peace  of  innocence. 
Sin  brought  forth  sorrow  in  perpetual  birth, 
And  the  last  light  of  heaven  forsook  the  earth.'' 

J.  Montgomery. 
World  be/ore  the  Flood,  Canto  I. 

The  sun  had  oijce  more  set,  and  the  night  had 
again  cast  her  mantle  over  that  devoted  city,  whose 
fiirther  continuance  as  a  dwelling  or  habitation  of 
men  was  to  be  reckoned  no  longer  by  years  or 
months,  but  by  days  or  hours.  In  like  manner,  as 
the  pallid  hues  of  death  on  the  countenance  of  the 
languid  sufferer  give  warning  of  the  coming  event, 
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and  gradually  forbid  every  cherished  hope  of  re- 
turning health,  so  symptoms,  painfully  distinct  and 
clear,  of  approaching  national  dissolution  showed 
themselves  in  the  condition,  both  moral  and  physi- 
cal, of  the  once  favoured  city  of  Jehovah.  K  a 
house  be  divided  against  itself  how  shall  it  stand  ? 
Ample  proofs  of  the  existence  of  this  symptom  of 
impending  ruin  had  the  day,  which  had  just  closed 
over  her,  exhibited  in.  Jerusalem.  Nobles  confe- 
derate against  their  prince — ^both  against  the  pro- 
phet of  Q-OD — ^the  rich  and  powerful  against  the 
poor  and  helpless — ^both  against  their  rightful  sove- 
reign, the  LoBD  Jehovah — and  those  divisions 
fomented  by  the  very  priests  of  the  sanctuary  who 
had  abandoned  the  worship  of  the  true  God,  and 
had  suffered  the  abominations  of  idolatry  at  least 
to  divide  and  share  the  homage  due  to  the  God  of 
Israel — all  these  were  indications  in  the  moral 
aspect  of  things  so  plain  that  it  needed  no  prophetic 
eye  to  foretell  the  issue. 

But  other  evidence,  and  that  of  a  kind  to  appeal 
Btm  more  strongly  to  the  senses,  met  the  eye  of  the 
passenger  as  he  traversed  those  crowded  streets, 
and  crossed  the  open  squares  and  market  places 
near  the  city  gates.  Nor  could  even  night  con- 
ceal such  scenes  ;  rather  it  served  only  to  increase 
their  horrors.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Beth- 
lehem gate  groups  of  persons  were  indistinctly  seen 
through  the  twilight,  some  standing  and  apparently 
engaged  in  earnest  and  anxious  conversation ; 
others  seated  on  the  ground,  in  a  kind  of  circle, 
around  some  helpless  friend,  who  had  sunk  from 
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exhaustion  and  faintness  to  rise  no  more,  and  for 
whom  his  companions  were  in  vain  begging  assist- 
ance and  food  from  the  passers  by.  Many  of  the 
poorest  class,  having  expended  their  whole  stock  of 
food,  had  no  other  resource  than  to  crowd  about 
those  parts  of  the  city  where  they  supposed  there 
to  be  still  some  remaining  store  of  provisions. 
Over  these  the  captains  and  officers  of  the  military 
guard,  stationed  at  the  chief  gates,  had  the  com- 
mand, obtaining  such  supplies  often  by  the^  most 
harsh  and  oppressive  means,  but  always  under  the 
plea  of  its  being  necessary  for  those  who  were  de- 
fending the  walls.  With  the  hope  of  sharing  in 
some  portion  of  the  ill-gotten  booty,  there  were 
multitudes  who  flocked  around  the  spot,  some 
ofiering  any  remnants  of  their  scanty  property 
which  stni  continued  in  their  possession  for  the 
slightest  morsel  of  food — some  holding  themselves 
in  readiness  to  perform  any  menial  office  for  the 
troops — others,  again,  trusting  to  find  some  rela- 
tion or  acquaintance  among  the  soldiery  to  befriend 
them  in  their  need.  Many  having  supported  na- 
ture for  some  time  by  devouring  the  most  forbidding 
and  polluted  kinds  of  food,  and  that  at  last  having 
failed,  they  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  make  an  at- 
tempt during  the  night  to  search,  at  the  risk  of  their 
lives,  for  any  of  the  commonest  herbs  that  might  by 
accident  be  growing  outside  the  city  walls.  When 
occasionally  permitted  to  pass  through  the  gate  for 
this  purpose,  if  successful  in  their  search,  they  were 
not  unfrequently  plundered  on  their  return,  or 
even  murdered,  for  the  sake  of  their  hard-earned 
n2 
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prize.  Yet  each  night  distress  and  starvation 
compelled  others  to  make  the  same  request  at  the 
risk  of  the  same  result. 

On  the  evening  of  that  eventful  day,  of  which 
we  have  now  heard  some  of  the  particulars,  the 
usual  crowd  had  assembled  around  the  Bethlehem 
gate.  On  all  sides  were  heard  the  groans  of  the 
fitmished  children  and  parents,  over  whom  their 
last  hours  of  misery  were  fast  closing.  They  lay 
thickly  strewn  on  the  ground  in  the  open  space 
about  the  gate,  many  of  them  never  destined  to 
witness  the  light  of  another  morning.  Their  cries 
and  moans  were  but  feebly  heard  amid  the  confused 
noise  produced  by  the  busy  hum  of  the  multitude, 
the  soimding  of  the  horns  as  the  night-watches 
were  set,  and  the  tramping  of  many  feet  as  they 
reached  or  left  in  various  directions  the  precincts 
of  the  gateway.  Among  that  throng  two  figures 
were  seen  at  this  moment,  having  just  descended 
from  the  elevated  walk  which  extended  along  the 
city  walls,  within  the  battlements,  and  on  which  the 
archers  and  other  bearers  of  missile  weapons  were 
ranged  in  time  of  attack.  Their  faces  were  muffled 
and  their  mantles  closely  wrapt  around  them,  as 
though  they  wished  not  to  be  recognised.  From 
their  passing  onward,  however,  so  unobstructedly, 
and  being  permitted  by  the  guards  so  freely  to 
continue  their  course  along  the  fortifications,  it  was 
clear  that  they  had  the  watchword  and  were  per- 
sons in  some  authority.  They  had  been  observed 
to  pause  for  a  few  minutes  when  within  a  short 
distance  from  the  gateway-tower,  and  to  listen  ap- 
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parently  witH  surprise  at  tHe  sounds  tHat  readied 
them.  From  an  upper  apartment  of  the  tower, 
near  the  flat  roof  on  which  the  watchman  kept  his 
post,  and  in  which  apartment  the  guard  for  the 
first  watch  of  the  night  was  stationed,  loud  voices 
of  revelry  and  boisterous  merriment  were  issuing. 
By  the  light  of  some  torches  which  were  burning 
in  the  room  there  might  be  seen  the  heads  of  some 
of  the  party  who  were  seated  nearest  the  window ; 
but  the  sounds  gave  clear  evidence  that  these  were 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  whole  number  assem- 
bled there.  Peals  and  bursts  of  horse-laughter 
followed  in  quick  succession  on  each  other.  The 
speakers  were  already  excited  by  wine,  and  still 
voices  louder  than  the  rest  were  ever  and  anon 
heard  cheering  on  their  companions  to  more  copious 
draughts.  Among  other  sounds  confusedly  heard, 
the  listeners  fancied  they  could  distinguish,  coupled 
with  many  profane  cursings  and  execrations,  the 
name  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah.  Each  mention  of 
it  seemed  to  be  the  signal  for  renewed  laughter  and 
scorn ;  and  a  few  moments  more  were  enough  to 
show  that  the  prophet  and  his  fate,  as  it  had  been 
that  day  determined  by  the  king,  was  the  present 
subject  of  triumph  among  these  profane  revellers. 

At  this  discovery  one  of  the  two  strangers 
started  as  if  with  alarm  and  horror ;  and  whisper- 
ing into  the  other's  ear  they  turned  back  together 
for  a  few  yards.  Such  sounds  indeed  of  intem- 
perance and  merriment  seemed  ill  to  agree 
with  the  state  of  things  around  them.  Misery 
and   death   in    various   shapes   were   hourly   ex- 
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hatLsting  every  resource  and  hope  that  remained 
for  the  unhappy  city.  And  could  there  be  any 
among  her  sons,  who  so  lightly  regarded  their  own 
or  their  country's  ruin  as  to  indulge,  at  such  a 
moment,  in  riot  and  revelry  ?  When  God's  judg- 
ments were  thus  abroad  in  the  earth,  "  calling  men 
to  weeping  and  mourning,  and  to  baldness,  and  to 
girding  with  sackcloth,"*  could  there  on  the  con- 
trary be  such  hardihood  in  sin  as  to  provoke  the 
LoBD  still  more  by  intemperance  and  profane 
mockery  Pf  Such  thoughts  as  these,  though  neither 
of  those  two  listeners  ventured  openly  to  express 
them,  darted  hastily  through  the  mind  of  each,  as 
they  first  caught   clearly  the    meaning  of   those 

*  See  Isaiah  xxii.  12  and  13. 

f  The  picture  here  drawn  of  the  atrocity  of  feeling  which 
in  some  minds  almost  invariably  accompanies  the  extremity 
of  hnman  misery,  is  bnt  too  well  supported  by  many  instances 
both  from  ancient  and  modem  history.  The  following  one 
from  the  records  of  our  own  country  may  suffice  for  our  present 
purpose.  It  is  the  description  afforded  by  an  eye  witness  of 
the  effect  produced  upon  the  minds  of  the  population  of  London 
by  the  plague  in  the  year  1665 : — "  The  people  themselves 
did  not  see  the  hand  of  God,  nor  seek  righteousness  when 
Odd*  8  hand  was  so  dreadfully  lifted  up  against  us.  In  one 
house  you  might  hear  them  roaring  under  the  pangs  of  death ; 
in  the  next  tippling  •  *  •  and  belching  out  blasphemies 
against  God  ;  one  house  shut  up  with  a  red  cross  and  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  us ;  the  next  open  to  all  uncleanness  and 
impiety,  being  senseless  of  the  anger  of  God.  In  the  very 
pest  houses,  such  wickednesses  committed  as  are  not  to  be 
named.  *  *  *  The  hottest  judgments  did  not  teach 
many  of  us  to  pray  or  repent." — Life  of  Gen.  Monk,  byT. 
Gumble,  D.D.,  as  quoted  in  Shuttleworth's  **  Consistency 
of  Reason  and  Revelation/'  p.  147. 
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boisterous  sounds.  Strong  contrast  perhaps  at 
that  moment  made  the  effect  of  such  a  scene  more 
keenly  felt  by  both  of  them ;  for  only  a  few  moments 
before  in  the  course  of  their  walk  a  very  different 
spectacle  had  attracted  their  attention.  They  had 
passed  along  the  southern  wall  of  the  city  which 
runs  parallel  with  the  precipitous  brow  of  Mount 
Zion.  It  was  in  that  part  of  the  city  as  being  the 
highest  and  most  agreeable,  that  the  houses  of 
several  of  the  princes  were  situated,  many  of  them 
surrounded  with  small  plots  of  garden  ground  such 
as  the  space  within  the  city  walls  admitted  of.  It 
was  from  one  of  these  that  the  two  strangers,  as 
they  had  passed  along  the  ramparts,  had  heard  the 
wailings  and  cries  of  moiimers  engaged  in  some 
funeral  rites  for  the  dead.  As  there  was  now  no 
access  to  the  usual  burying  places  on  the  outside 
of  the  city,  those  who  possessed  gardens  within  it 
were  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  such  spots  in  which 
to  deposit  the  remains  of  their  departed  friends. 
By  the  light  of  the  torches  which  the  attendants 
bore,  a  small  and  mournful  procession  was  seen 
just  reaching  a  secluded  spot  among  some  cypress 
and  rose  trees.  The  plaintive  hymns  of  the  min- 
strels were  only  interrupted  by  the  violent  strokes 
with  which  some  of  their  company  continued  to 
beat  themselves,  and  which  could  be  heard  in  the 
stillness  of  the  evening  at  some  distance,  as  if  keep- 
ing time  with  the  more  or  less  rapid  flow  of  the 
mourners'  tones.  It  was  a  sad  though  soothing 
sight,  as  it  burst  thus  unexpectedly  upon  the  no- 
tice of  those  two  spectators,  they  being  themselves 
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meanwhile  shrouded  by  the  distance  and  the  dark- 
ness from  the  observation  of  others. 

"For  whom,"  asked  the  one,  "are  these  funeral 
wailings  made?  Whose  dwelling  and  garden  is 
that  in  which  we  see  yonder  band  of  mourners  ?" 
"  It  is  the  dwelling  of  Talmon  the  son  of  Sheshai," 
replied  the  other.  "  This  day  his  youthful  son  fell 
wounded  on  the  walls  by  a  stray  arrow  from  the 
besiegers."  "Of  Talmon?"  inquired  the  first 
speaker.  "  Saw  we  not  Talmon  at  the  council  of 
the  princes  this  day?"  "Talmon,"  replied  the 
other,  "was  among  the  foremost  at  the  king's 
council  on  the  morning  of  the  past  day.  It  was 
during  the  time  of  his  being  there  that  the  attack 
was  made  in  which  the  life  of  his  son  was  lost." 

A  convulsive  shudder  which  slightly  shook  the 
frame  of  the  inquirer  at  these  words,  followed  by  a 
deep  sigh,  was  his  only  answer ;  and  the  two  walked 
on  in  silence  till  the  next  object  of  importance  that 
attracted  their  notice  was  the  sound  of  riotous  mirth 
from  the  tower  of  the  Bethlehem  gate.  While 
they  stood  for  those  few  moments  listening,  they 
were  noticed  by  certain  of  the  crowd  beneath, 
who  still  continued  to  watch  their  movements  as 
they  descended  by  the  stone  steps  which  led  from 
the  battlements  to  the  area  around  the  gate- 
way. The  two  strangers  were  now  threading  their 
way  as  quickly  as  circumstances  would  allow, 
through  the  multitude,  in  order  to  gain  the  corres- 
ponding steps  on  the  other  or  northern  side  of  the 
gateway  tower,  intending  to  continue  for  the  present 
their  course  along  the  ramparts.     But  before  they 


TALMON  AlTD   HADASSAH.  185 

could  accomplish  their  purpose  they  were  accosted 
by  one  who  had  been  anxiously  observing  them, 
and  who  had  supposed  them  to  be  some  chief  officers 
of  the  guard.  Throwing  himself  upon  the  ground 
at  their  feet  and  hastily  seizing  their  garments,  he 
besought  them  in  a  subdued  but  earnest  tone  to 
hear  him  if  but  for  a  moment.  "  Let  thy  servant 
find  favour  in  the  sight  of  my  lord  the  captain  of 
the  king's  host,"  said  the  suppliant ;  "let  my  lord 
hear  thy  servant's  petition,  and  deny  not  a  boon  to 
one  who  desires  but  to  put  his  life  in  his  hand,  and 
to  seek  death,  or  relief  from  his  present  miseries- 
Would  to  God  that  such  miseries  were  only  his 
own ;  but  others  dearer  to  him  than  life  share  them 
with  him,  and  have  no  other  earthly  arm  than  his 
to  look  to  for  their  protection  or  support.  K  my 
lord  hath  begotten  to  himself  sons  and  daughters, 
he  win  know  what  it  is  to  fear  lest  the  desire  of  a 
father's  eyes  should  be  taken  from  him.  He  will 
have  pity  on  those  whose  little  ones  are  wasting 
daily  before  their  eyes  for  lack  of  bread.  Let  my 
lord  therefore  show  us  where  there  is  food  within 
the  city  that  we  may  eat  it  and  live ;  and  if  not 
let  thy  servant  be  permitted  to  pass  the  guard  at 
the  city  gate  and  seek  for  wild  herbs  or  fruits 
beneath  the  city  walls,  or  for  the  fragments  which 
our  foes  have  cast  away  in  their  abundance.  Thy 
servant  is  a  true  man,  he  is  no  spy ;  he  seeks  not 
to  betray  the  city  of  his  fathers  to  the  king's 
enemies.  He  will  die  on  her  walls,  so  he  can  but 
find  bread  for  the  mouths  of  his  little  ones.  Doth 
my  lord  surely  know  what  is  reported  among  us — 
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wHat  unholy  things  are  abeady  done  in  our  city 
by  reason  of  the  straitness  and  the  famine — ^that 
the  children's  flesh  hath  been  the  parents'  meat — 
that  the  hands  of  the  pitiful  women  have  sodden  the 
children  of  a  span  long  ?  How  much  better  were 
it  that  thy  servant  should  die  by  the  sword  of  the 
foe  than — ."  "As  the  Loed  liveth,"  exclaimed 
one  of  the  two  strangers  abruptly,  "  what  is  this 
thing  that  I  hear?"  And  as  he  spoke,  seizing 
Tiolently  with  both  his  hands  the  inner  garment  or 
tunic  that  he  wore  beneath  his  mantle,  he  rent  it 
from  the  neck  to  the  waist.  Then  burying  his  face 
in  his  hands,  and  leaning  on  his  companion,  he 
seemed  for  a  few  moments  absorbed  in  thought,  and 
overpowered  with  horror  at  the  dreadftd  facts  now 
for  the  first  time  disclosed  to  him.  The  suppliant 
at  his  feet  was  almost  equally  surprised ;  for  instead 
of  the  captain  of  the  guard,  whom  he  supposed  him- 
self in  the  darkness  of  the  evening  to  have  been 
addressing,  he  now  suddenly  caught  sight  of  the 
golden  bracelets  and  signet  ring,  the  emblems  of 
royalty,  on  the  arms  and  right  hand  of  the  person 
to  whom  he  had  been  making  his  supplication.  It 
was  no  other  than  Zedekiah  the  king.  His 
curiosity  having  been  excited  by  some  unusual 
cases  of  distress  which  had,  according  to  the  design 
of  the  princes,  come  before  him  on  the  morning  of 
that  day,  he  determined  privately  to  witness  with 
his  own  eyes  the  true  state  of  things  in  the  city. 
He  had  accordingly,  in  company  with  his  confiden- 
tial attendant  Ebedmelech,  commenced  after  night- 
fall that  evening  what  was  intended  to  be  a  circuit 


TALMOK  AND   HADASSAH.  187 

of  tHe  principal  streets,  and  places  of  concourse  in 
Jerusalem.  Little  did  he  expect  to  encounter  so 
soon  what  would  be  sufficient  to  stop  his  further 
progress.  He  had,  however,  now  seen  and  heard  in 
the  course  of  half  an  hour's  walk  more  than  years 
,would  ever  be  able  to  efface  from  his  memory.  As 
a  king,  as  a  guardian  responsible  for  his  people's 
welfare,  he  had  felt  the  first  shock  of  what  he  was 
soon  destined  to  experience  even  more  severely 
in  the  very  bosom  of  his  own  family,  namely  the 
correcting  hand  of  the  Almighty  upon  a  nation's 
hardened  sins.  Bitter  was  the  foretaste  of  the  cup 
of  affliction  which  the  morning  and  evening  of  that 
day  had  brought  to  Zedekiah ;  but  it  was  yet  re- 
served for  him  to  drain  it  to  its  dregs. 

For  the  present  there  was,  in  connection  with 
the  events  of  the  day  past,  still  one  consolation 
providentially  left  to  him ;  though  even  this,  but 
for  the  watchfulness  of  his  faithfiil  and  pious  ser- 
vant, would  have  been  lost.  As  Zedekiah  now 
hastened  back  to  the  palace,  leaning  on  the  arm  of 
that  hxunble  but  trusty  friend,  he  deeply  felt  the 
value  of  even  that  single  topic  of  consolation,  and 
of  the  sterling  worth  of  that  counsellor  whose  pru- 
dence had  secured  it.  That  subject  was  no  other 
than  that  the  prophet's  life  had  been  rescued  from 
the  very  talons  as  it  were  of  the  vulture.  By 
Ebedmelech's  kind  interference  this  had  been  ac- 
complished, the  king  having  complied  with  his  ear- 
nest request,  and  given  him  secret  permission  to 
deliver  Jeremiah  from  the  dungeon  into  which  the 
princes  had  thrown  him. 
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The  effect,  at  this  moment,  of  such  a  reflection 
upon  Zedekiah's  wavering  and  unstable  mind  was  a 
kind  of  soothing  persuasion  that  he  had  not  yet 
utterly  and  irrecoverably  committed  himself;  that 
there  was  still  remaining  a  centre  and  nucleus 
around  which  better  deeds  and  brighter  hopes 
might  gather.  And  so  possibly  it  might  have  been, 
had  he  but  possessed  sufficient  resolution  and  firm- 
ness to  make  the  effort.  The  Divine  promise  was 
not  even  yet  withdrawn  that  a  voluntary  and  un- 
conditional submission  on  the  part  of  the  prince 
and  people  to  the  appointed  punishment  should 
be  the  means  of  rescuing  the  family  of  that  prince 
from  destruction  and  the  holy  temple  from  the 
flames.  How  desperate  then,  how  infatuated  must 
have  been  the  state  of  mind  which  could  have 
resisted  so  merciftd,  so  gracious  an  offer.  For, 
besides  what  his  own  eyes  had  witnessed  that  day, 
the  king  had  also  the  testimony  and  assurance  of 
Ebedmelech  that  there  was  "no  more  bread  in 
the  city."*  The  last  resources  were  beginning  to 
fail.  K  the  sword  and  the  pestilence  delayed  to 
do  their  appointed  work,  the  famine,  in  its  turn, 
would  soon  accomplish  it.  One  only  escape  from 
the  extreme  of  misery,  and  from  further  rebellion 
against  God  now  remained,  and  that  was  a  speedy 
though  late  submission  according  to  the  Divine 
commands.  But  that  only  remedy  for  his  own  and 
his  kingdom's  utter  destruction  Zedekiah  had  not 
the  resolution,  as  the  next  day  proved,  to  adopt  and 
put  in  practice. 

*  Jer.  xxxviii.  9. 


CHAPTEE  XII. 


*'  The  Old  Testament  is  not  contrary  to  the  New,  for  both 
in  the  Old  and  New  Testament  everlasting  life  is  offered  to 
mankind  by  Christ,  who  is  the  only  mediator  between  God 
and  man,  being  both  God  and  man.  Wherefore  they  are  not 
to  be  heard  which  feign  that  the  old  fathers  did  look  only  for 
transitory  promises/* — Seventh  Article  of  Religion, 
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**  Methinks  the  sun  his  wonted  beam  denies, 

Nor  lends  so  fair  a  light  to  his  sister's  car ; 

Methinks  each  planet,  mild  and  lovely  star, 
Has  left  its  sweet  course  in  the  spangled  skies. 
Fallen  is  the  heart  of  noble  enterprise, 

True  glory  perished,  and  the  pride  of  war ; 

All  grace  and  every  virtue  faded  are ; 
The  leaf  is  faded  and  the  floweret  dies. 
Unmoved  I  am  though  heaven  and  earth  invite. 

Warmed  by  no  ray,  nor  fanned  if  Zephyr  blow ; 
All  offices  of  nature  are  deranged  ; 

Since  the  bright  sun,  that  cheered  me  vanished  so, 

The  courses  of  the  world  have  quite  been  changed. 
Ah,  no  !  but  sorrow  veils  them  from  my  sight.'* 

VlTTORIA  COLONNA. 

On  the  Death  qfher  Husband,* 

It  was  now  the  third  hour  of  the  night.  "  The 
stars  were  shining"  brightly  and  serenely  "in  their 
watches."  As  they  moved  on  gradually  but  imper- 
ceptibly each  in  its  appointed  orbit,  they  seemed, 
in  their  own  silent  but  eloquent  language,  to  speak 

*  From  Glassford's  Italian  Sonnets. — See  Christian  Remem- 
brancer, No.  LIY.  p.  492. 
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only  of  tranquillity,  and  order,  and  peaceftd  har- 
mony. How  different  this,  how  widely  contrasted 
with  the  condition  of  at  least  one  spot  of  that 
lower  world  on  which  they  then  looked  down. 
That  troubled  and  distracted  city,  she,  too,  had 
once  known  what  it  was  to  enjoy  peace  and  har- 
mony. She  had  been  "  as  a  city  that  is  at  unity 
in  itself."  And  for  her  "those  stars  had  once 
fought  in  their  courses."  For  her  children  the 
bright  luminary  of  day  had  been  stayed  in  the 
heaven — for  her  the  moon  had  turned  in  her  con- 
stant path,  and  hasted  not  to  go  down  over  the 
valley  of  Ajalon.  But  now  heaven  and  earth 
seemed  alike  combined  against  her.  The  cloudless 
spangled  vault  above,  with  its  glittering  host  and 
tranquil  aspect  might  weU  have  appeared  to  the 
eye,  which  was  at  leisure  to  mark  the  contrast,  like 
a  proud  rival  looking  down  rather  in  triumph  than 
ia  pity  upon  the  feverish  and  convulsive  efforts 
that  were  now  fast  rending  in  pieces  the  social 
frame  of  the  daughter  of  Judah. 

The  heart  in  grief  yearns  for  society  and  scenery 
congenial  to  its  own  tone  and  temperament.' 
Whatever  is  of  a  contrary  kind  it  shuns  and  recoils 
from,  and  seeks  to  reduce  aU  for  a  time  to  its  own 
sad  level.  The  harmless  pleasures  which  nature  or 
habit  throws  in  its  way,  it  rejects  with  a  feeling 
almost  of  loathing.  That  without  which  aU  these 
things  were  but  worthless,  or  from  which,  and  in 
connection  with  which,  they  gaiaed  their  worth,  is 
gone ;  and  it  would  be  denying  to  that  lost  object 
the  respect  which  we  are  conscious  is  due  both  to 
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it  and  to  ourselves  who  valued  it,  if  we  were  to 
treat  its  loss  lightly.  At  such  a  time  scenes  and 
circumstances  which  are  unsuitable,  and  which 
•wiU  not  assimilate  themselves  to  the  prevailing 
feeHngs,  have  only  the  effect  of  adding  bitterness 
to  the  cup  of  affliction.  Soothing  though  perhaps 
they  may  be  in  themselves,  yet  something  within 
whispers  that  the  fitting  hour  of  consolation  is  not 
yet  come;  and  the  bereaved  heart,  Kachel-like, 
refiiseth  to  be  comforted. 

So  felt  at  least  one — and  she,  perhaps,  was  but 
one  of  thousands  who  felt  alike — as  she,  on  that 
night,  alone  and  in  sorrow,  gazed  upwards  for  a 
few  moments  towards  the  face  of  heaven.  Often, 
before,  had  she  sat  in  the  cool  of  the  evening  and 
watched  the  starry  host,  herself  the  centre  of  a 
little  circle  whose  eyes  to  her  mind  glistened  as 
brilliantly  as  any  of  those  glittering  orbs :  often,  with 
a  mother's  fond  imagination,  had  she  pictured  the 
future  bright  with  unclouded  hopes  and  promises, 
for  her  little  ones.  But,  alas !  one  of  that  little 
femily-consteUation  had  already  and  suddenly  dis- 
appeared from  her  view.  Zabad  was  no  longer  at 
her  side.  Zabad,  upon  whose  tender  years  the 
sword  and  the  perils  of  the  battle-field  had  yet  no 
rightful  claim,  had  fallen.  Zabad,  her  first-bom, 
her  only  son,  was  now  laid  cold  and  lifeless  beneath 
the  massive  stone  against  which  she  leant. 

Hadassah  had  stolen  a  few  moments  thus  to 

indulge  her  grief  alone,  when  the  fimeral  rites  were 

concluded,  and  after  the  mourners  and  friends  had 

returned  from  the  garden  to  the  house.    Her  ab- 

o 
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sence,  however,  was  soon  observed.  She  was  just 
making  an  effort  to  tear  herself  away  jfrom  the  spot 
now  so  endeared  to  her,  and  the  last  accents  of  her 
pious  exclamation,  "The  Loei)  hath  given,  the* 
LoED  hath  taken  away,  blessed  be  the  Name  of  the 
LoED,"  had  scarcely  fallen  from  her  lips,  when 
well-known  voices  were  heard  approaching  towards 
her.  Among  them  that  of  the  faithM  Deborah 
was  clearly  distinguishable.  Her  affection  for 
Hadassah  and  her  children  was  that  of  a  mother ; 
and,  accordingly,  she  had  no  sooner  heard  that  day 
of  Zabad's  untimely  death,  the  tidings  of  which 
soon  reached  her,  than  she  at  once  repaired  to 
Talmon's  house.  Great  would  have  been  her  dis- 
appointment had  she  been  prevented  paying  the 
last  sad  tribute  of  respect  to  the  remains  of  him 
whom,  as  a  child,  she  had  nursed  and  fondled  from 
his  cradle.  She  had  joined  the  mourners  in  their 
lamentations,  and  had  only  left  them  at  intervals 
in  order  to  administer  consolation  to  Hadassah,  or 
to  be  of  assistance  to  Miriam  and  her  two  sisters. 
"When  inquiry  was  made  for  Hadassah,  on  the 
return  of  the  family  from  the  tomb  to  the  dwelling, 
Deborah  immediately  repaired  to  the  women's 
apartments,  expecting  to  find  her  there.  Another 
of  the  company,  G^edaliah,  Hadassah' s  uncle,  had 
gone  to  seek  her  in  a  different  direction.  He 
supposed  her  probably  to  have  retired  to  the  ter- 
race, on  the  housetop,  that  she  might  there  indulge 
her  sorrows  for  a  while  in  private.  As  Hadassah 
was  entering  from  the  garden,  leaning  on  Deborah's 
shoulder,    G^edaliah  had  just  returned  from  the 
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terrace,  on  the  housetop,  and  met  Hadassah  at 
the  doorway.  "With  an  earnest  and  troubled  man- 
ner he  immediately  inquired,  "Why  didst  thou 
leave  us,  my  daughter  ?  and  where  hast  thou  been 
since  we  returned  jBrom  the  garden  ?  I  had  thought 
to  find  thee  on  the  housetop." 

These  words,  together  with  Qedaliah's  unwon- 
tedly  anxious  look,  at  once  convinced  Hadassah 
that  a  dreaded  secret,  which  she  had  hoped  to 
keep  from  his  knowledge,  had  suddenly  and  unex- 
pectedly become  known  to  him.  On  the  housetop 
Talmon  had  lately,  in  spite  of  her  earnest  en- 
treaties to  the  contrary,  caused  an  altar  to  be 
placed,  such  as  were  now  commonly  used  for  burn- 
ing incense  to  the  queen  of  heaven.  Eidiculed 
by  some  of  his  godless  companions,  and  accused,  in 
consequence  of  his  connection  with  Gedaliah,  of 
favouring  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  Talmon  had  been 
weak  enough  to  give  way,  in  spite  of  his  early 
habits  and  better  judgment,  and  had  caused  an 
incense-altar  to  be  erected  on  his  house.  It  had 
added  one  more  to  the  many  bitter  trials  which 
Hadassah  had  had  to  contend  against  of  late,  and 
one  which  was  the  more  severely  felt  because  she 
had  no  one  to  sympathize  with  her  under  it.  She 
dared  not  mention  it  to  her  uncle  or  any  of  his 
kindred ;  for  they  were  among  the  few  who  still 
resisted  all  such  profanations,  and  who  remained 
faithful  to  the  worship  of  the  OtOB  of  Israel,  and 
obedient  to  His  prophets.  Deeply,  too,  did  Ha- 
dassah feel  for  her  beloved  Talmon.  Daily  she 
watched  and  observed  the  growing  influence  ex- 
o  2 
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erted  over  him  by  his  unprincipled  companions, 
into  whose  society  he  had  been  necessarily  more 
thrown  since  the  commencement  of  the  siege. 
Long  had  he  ceased  to  complain,  or  to  speak  with 
disapproval,  as  he  would  once  have  done,  of  the 
worship  of  strange  gods,  and  the  forsaking  of  the 
Lord  Jehovah  in  His  own  holy  city.  But  in 
spite  of  such  unfavourable  symptoms,  Hadassah 
was  little  prepared  for  Talmon*s  last  step,  the 
actual  adoption  of  such  unhallowed  and  forbidden 
rites  by  himself  and  in  his  own  house.  Carefully 
had  Hadassah' s  parents  and  friends,  in  former 
years,  inquired  into  the  habits  and  principles  of 
him  to  whom  they  gave  their  fair  and  pious 
daughter  as  a  partner  for  life.  And  Tabnon,  as 
far  as  human  eyes  could  judge,  was  one  of  whom, 
in  his  youth,  it  might  have  been  not  unreasonably 
presumed  that  his  heart  was  right  with  QoD.  But 
evil  communications,  and  the  tide  of  general  cor- 
ruption had  sadly  changed  him.  Hadassah' s  con- 
stant and  affectionate  persuasions  had,  doubtless, 
retarded  the  change,  but,  to  her  disappointment, 
her  veiy  endeavours,  besides  costing  her  many  a 
painfiil  effort  when  in  Talmon's  society,  and  many 
a  pang  in  his  absence,  had  moreover  produced  a 
gradual  estrangement  between  Talmon  and  her 
uncle  Gedaliah.  Since  the  death  of  her  parents, 
which  happened  soon  after  her  marriage,  she  had 
looked  up  to  Gedaliah  as  in  the  place  of  a  father 
to  her ;  and  she  had  often  had  reason  to  be  glad  of 
his  counsel  and  advice.  On  the  subject  of  Talmon's 
growing  indifference  to  the  true  religion,  and  his 
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evident  inclination  to  give  way  to  the  idolatrous 
customs  now  so  widely  spread  among  their  nation, 
Gedaliah  had  naturally  held  more  than  one  anxious 
conference  with  her.  But  since  Talmon's  open 
act  of  defiance  against  the  Loed  Jehovah — ^in 
which  light  she  had  been  always  taught  to  regard 
the  setting  up  of  altars  and  burning  incense  to 
cffcher  gods — she  had  not  found  sufficient  resolution 
to  make  the  fact  known  to  any  of  her  uncle's 
family.  Accident,  however,  had  now  betrayed  it ; 
and  Hadassah  felt  that  Gedaliah's  most  severe 
displeasure  must  be  from  that  hour  added  to  the 
many  bitter  ingredients  which  already  filled  the 
cup  of  her  present  affliction. 

G-edaliah's  first  feeling  was  certainly  that  of 
pious  indignation.  He  knew  not  but  that  Hadas- 
sah might  have  consented  to  Talmon's  apostasy  in- 
stead of  having  so  perseveringly  struggled  against 
it ;  and  he  was  prepared  in  honest  zeal  to  disclaim, 
as  the  law  of  his  God  commanded,  all  further 
alliance  with  those  who  had  renounced  their  alle- 
giance to  the  Loed  Jehovah.*  But  Hadassah's 
tears  disarmed  him  for  the  moment,  of  his  inten- 
tion. He  reserved  it,  however,  only  till  the  first 
seasonable  opportunity.  He  had  come  at  the 
present  time  to  perform  the  neighbourly  part  of 
offering  consolation  to  his  relatives  under  affliction, 
and  that  he  now  proceeded  with  a  kindly  heart  to 
do.  Sending  for  Miriam  and  her  two  sisters, 
Naarah  and  Judith,  and  bidding  them  rejoin  their 

*  Deut.  ziiL  6,  and  zvii.  2. 
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mother,  that  he  might  thus  divert  her  mind  from 
the  one  sad  subject  which  occupied  it,  he  suffered 
the  younger  children  to  attract  her  attention  by  a 
few  of  their  own  artless  questions.  Having  thus 
paved  the  way  for  other  thoughts,  he  then  quietly 
reminded  her  what  blessings  God  had  still  left  to 
her,  and  how  happy,  compared  with  many  other 
mothers,  she  ought  to  esteem  herself. 

Hadassah's  well-disciplined  mind  was  soon  calmed 
and  soothed  by  such  arguments,  and  as  she  clasped 
the  little  Judith  to  her  bosom,  she  felt  indeed  that 
she  had  yet  remainirig  what  was  enough  to  make 
her  truly  thankful  to  the  Almighty.  "  "Would  that 
it  might  but  continue  ever  so !"  she  inwardly  ex- 
claimed. Miriam  was  in  the  mean  time  secretly 
despatched  by  Gedaliah  to  procure  some  refresh- 
ment for  her  mother,  as  he  had  observed  that  she 
was  faint  and  weak  from  long  abstinence.  Miriam 
gladly  and  expeditiously  performed  her  errand,  and 
soon  returned  followed  by  Deborah  bearing  for  her 
mistress's  use  some  of  the  smaU.  remaining  stock  of 
cordials,  which  through  Deborah's  hands  Hadassah 
had  so  often  of  late  distributed  to  the  sick  and 
wounded  among  her  poorer  neighbours. 

Gedaliah  having  thus  seen  the  most  urgent  wants 
of  his  niece  attended  to,  bade  her  wait  for  a  few 
minutes  while  he  went  in  search  of  Talmon,  that  by 
bringing  them  together  he  might  make  his  kind 
offices  available  to  both  at  the  same  time.  It  was 
with  no  little  difficulty,  and  only  after  much  per- 
suasion that  he  prevailed  on  Talmon  to  accompany 
him  back  to  the  apartment  where  he  had  left  Hadas- 
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sah.  Tabnon's  habits  and  society  had  gradually 
changed  of  late,  and  he  was  Mlj  conscious  that 
G^daliah  highly  disapproved  of  his  altered  opinions 
and  practices.  He  felt  that  G^edaliah  might  pro- 
bably regard  the  occasion  of  his  present  distress  in 
the  same  light  as  that  in  which  conscience  had 
already  represented  it  to  his  own  mind,  namely  as 
a  visitation  upon  him  for  his  part  in  the  prophet 
Jeremiah's  fate.  Eeluctantly  therefore  did  he  con- 
sent to  return,  in  company  with  Gedaliah,  even  to 
the  society  of  her  whom  once  he  would  never  have 
believed  it  possible  for  him  to  have  been  willingly 
absent  from  in  such  a  season  of  trial.  While 
Gtedaliah  had  been  searching  for  Talmon,  his 
daughter  Berith  had  rejoined  Hadassah,  with  whom 
indeed  she  had  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  day 
since  she  had  first  learnt  the  afflicting  tidings  of 
the  morning.  ^Formerly  she  had  been  much  in 
Hadassah' s  society,  and  her  father  had  watched 
with  pleasure  the  friendship  which  grew  up  by 
degrees  between  them.  Zabad  had  been  almost 
like  a  younger  brother  to  Berith,  and  as  children 
they  had  been  frequent  companions  and  playfellows. 
Berith  therefore  felt  keenly  his  sudden  and  prema- 
ture end.  On  hearing  of  it  she  hastened  without 
delay  to  Hadassah' s  side,  that  she  might  render 
any  service  in  her  power  to  her  or  Miriam.  She 
had  now  been  despatched  by  her  father  to  fetch 
some  writings  which  he  thought  might  possibly  be 
of  use  to  him  on  this  occasion ;  for  he  was  not 
without  a  last  faint  hope  that  the  present  circum- 
stances might  even  yet  with  care  be  made  the 
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means  of  opening  Tahnon's  mind  to  conviction  and 
amendment. 

"  Berith,  my  child,"  asked  her  father,  as  he  en- 
tered the  chamber  with  Tabnon,  "  were  you  able  to 
find  the  parchments  and  writings,  according  to  my 
directions?"  "These  are  they,"  said  Berith,  as 
she  presented  the  roU  to  her  father ;  "  my  mother 
and  I  found  them  in  the  cedar  chest,  together  with 
the  roll  of  the  law."  "  Eight,  my  child,"  said  Gte- 
daliah,  "and  what  tidings  from  your  mother?" 
"  That  she  would  await  your  coming  till  the  third 
watch  of  the  night ;  but  hoped  that  you  would  not 
be  absent  longer.  She  bade  me  also  say  that  a 
messenger  had  come  to  you  from  Ebedmelech,  the 
king's  chamberlain,  bringing  word  that  the  pro- 
phet had  been,  by  the  king's  consent,  removed 
again  from  the  dungeon  to  the  court  of  the  prison, 
and  that  she  had  sent  him  a  change  of  raiment  and 
a  little  food  by  the  young  man  who  brought  the 
intelligence.  The  numbers,  too,  have  been  greater 
this  evening  than  ever  before  to  beg  for  water 
from  our  cistern ;  for  none,  they  say,  can  now  be 
got,  except  at  a  great  price.  She  knew  not  in 
your  absence  who  they  were  to  whom  you  had 
given  permission  to  draw  water."  "  Grood,  my 
child.  Thy  tidings  of  the  prophet  are  happy  ti- 
dings ;  would  that  the  king  could  as  easily  rescue 
his  people  from  the  drought  and  the  pestilence ! 
But  such  things  are  in  higher  hands.  May  He 
who  dwelleth  above  preserve  us ! — or  His  present 
sore  judgments  will  leave  but  a  small  remnant  for 
the  enemy." 
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"Who  fears  the  enemy?"  asked  Tahnon;  "or 
rather,  who  would  have  done  so,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  discouragement  and  disaffection  to  our 
country's  cause  which  that  self-styled  prophet  has 
raised  ?  As,  however,  the  king  hath  again  rescued 
him  from  his  well-deserved  fate,  he  will  no  doubt 
soon  find  some  means  of  betraying  us  to  the  Baby- 
lonians." Could  the  eye  of  any  of  that  little  com- 
pany have  penetrated  into  Talmon's  heart  at  that 
moment,  they  would  have  seen  that,  in  spite  of  his 
boastful  language,  a  great  weight  had  been  taken 
off  his  conscience  by  the  tidings  that  the  prophet's 
life  was  still  safe.  He  had  not,  it  is  true,  the  can- 
dour to  acknowledge  the  fact.  The  force  of  false 
shame,  lest  he  should  appear  to  waver  even  in  a 
bad  cause,  made  him  speak  in  a  manner  contrary  to 
his  real  feelings.  So  deeply  had  he  allowed  him- 
self to  be  entangled  in  the  snares  of  wicked  and 
hardened  men,  that  their  influence  even  in  their 
absence  extended  over  his  actions.  He  coiQd 
never  banish  from  his  memory  what  he  had  once 
witnessed  in  the  council  of  the  princes  on  the  dis- 
covery of  one  of  their  confederates'  intentions  to 
desert  their  designs.  The  cutting  sarcasm  and  re- 
proaches of  Seraiah,  the  sneers  and  taunts  of  the 
other  princes,  and  their  malicious  imprecations  on 
the  head  of  him  who  had  dared  on  conscientious 
grounds  to  quit  their  party,  and  disavow  their  so- 
ciety— ^the  remembrance  of  such  scenes  as  this  had 
thrown  a  shackle  over  Talmon's  mind,  which  made 
him  dread  to  betray  for  a  moment  symptoms  of 
disaffection  to  the  cause  that  he  had  espoused. 
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Naturally  brave  and  open,  and  one  who  would  not 
have  feared  to  meet  in  fair  and  honourable  contest 
any  of  those  with  whom  he  had  now  become  thus 
uiLbappily  associated,  yet  the  effect  of  their  subtle 
and  unprincipled  conduct  was  to  bind  him  to  them 
by  a  chain  of  fear  and  shame  &x  stronger  than  any 
fetters  of  steel. 

It  had  not  been  G^edaliah's  intention  to  intro- 
duce the  subject  of  the  prophet's  condemnation,  or 
at  least  not  for  the  present ;  but  the  mention  made 
of  his  rescue  by  Berith,  in  delivering  her  mother's 
message,  had  imavoidably  occasioned  it.  To  have 
continued  it  now  would  but  have  been  adding  ftiel 
to  the  flames ;  and  instead  of  alleviating  Hadassah's 
troubles,  as  her  uncle  desired  to  do,  it  would  pro- 
bably have  increased  them.  Accordingly  seating 
himself  near  Hadassah  and  Berith,  on  one  of  the 
low  couches  or  cushions  with  which  the  upper  end 
of  the  apartment  was  furnished,  he  reminded  Be- 
rith that  it  was  now  their  usual  hour  for  the  evening 
reading  of  the  law ;  and  then  addressing  himself  to 
Tahnon  and  Hadassah  successively,  he  asked  if  they 
would  be  willing  that  he  and  Berith  should  do  as 
it  was  their  custom  to  do  when  at  their  own  home. 
Their  consent  having  been  given,  Gedaliah  opened 
the  roll,  and  having  entreated  God's  blessing  on 
their  endeavours,  he  placed  it  in  Berith' s  hand,  and 
bade  her  read  aloud  the  passage  at  which  he  had 
opened.  It  was  the  account  of  Jacob's  bitter  sor- 
row for  the  supposed  death  of  his  son  Joseph,  when 
the  well  known  coat  of  many  colours  was  brought 
back  to  the  distressed  father,  torn  and  bathed  in 
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blood,  and  he  was  asked  by  liis  uimatural  sons  to 
pronounce  the  sentence  of  his  own  woe — "  Know 
now  whether  this  be  thy  son's  coat  or  no." 

When  the  narrative  was  concluded,  Q-edaliah 
called  their  attention  to  the  fact  of  G-od's  most 
fidthfiil  servants  having  been  thus  in  all  ages  sub- 
ject, in  youth  as  well  as  in  old  age,  to  trials  and 
calamities  of  sundry  kinds.  "Behold,"  said  he, 
"  the  aged  father  deprived  of  his  favourite  son,  the 
most  pious  and  aflfectionate  of  his  children — ^that 
son  meanwhile,  though  not,  as  his  father  supposed, 
dead,  yet  sold  as  a  slave,  and  toiling  in  a  foreign 
country,  and  exposed  to  the  temptations  and  hard- 
ships of  a  stranger's  hapless  lot.  And  though  he 
was  restored,  after  many  years,  as  it  were,  j6*om 
death  to  his  father's  arms,  yet  how  must  it  have 
diminished  Jacob's  happiness,  even  at  such  an 
hour,  to  have  discovered  that  his  own  children  had 
been  the  wilful  cause  of  so  much  misery  to  their 
father.  And  shall  our  forefather  Jacob  have  had 
such  trials  to  bear,"  said  Gedaliah,  "  and  shall  we 
hope  to  escape  altogether  without  them?  Per- 
haps, too,"  he  added,  "  Q-qd  saw  it  needful  that 
Jacob  should  be  thus  chastened,  that  his  faith 
might  be  proved :  probably  God  had  seen  no  suffi- 
cient penitence  in  Jacob's  heart  for  his  undutiful 
conduct  to  his  own  father  Isaac.  "We  know  not 
always  why  Gt)D  sends  us  grief;  but  we  know  that 
it  is  written,  *  He  is  righteous  in  all  His  ways,  and 
holy  in  all  His  works ;'  and  again,  that  '  it  is  good 
for  us  to  be  afflicted  that  we  may  learn  His  statutes.' 
"  But  take  the  other  roll,  my  daughter,"  said 
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her  father  to  Berith,  "  and  read  the  portion  which 
I  have  opened."  Berith  again  began  reading,  in  a 
clear  and  gentle  tone  of  voice,  the  history  of  the  pa- 
triarch Job — ^his  wealth — his  numerous  flocks — ^his 
sons  and  his  daughters — all  in  one  day  snatched  from 
him,  more  quickly  than  the  messengers  of  such 
evil  tidings  could  report  their  several  losses.  "  Yet,' ' 
said  G^daUah,  "  Job  had  not  forgotten  to  entreat 
Gtoj)  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  children.  While 
they  were  feasting,  he  was  preparing  sacrifices  to 
sanctify  them.  But  God  gave  to  Job  the  honour- 
able distinction  of  standing  forth  as  an  example  of 
patient  integrity  to  take  away  occasion  from  the 
gainsayers  of  blaspheming  that  holy  name.  And 
may  we  not  learn  in  every  calamity,*'  asked  Gleda- 
liah,  looking  affectionately  towards  Talmon,  "  thus 
to  glorify  our  Gob  ?  And  is  not  that  God  a  just 
Gk)D  ?  K  He  afficts  those  who  serve  Him  most 
faithfully,  has  He  not  power  still  left  to  compen- 
sate for  all  such  inequalities  ?  Tell  me,"  said  her 
uncle,  addressing  Miriam,  "  was  the  first  man  upon 
whom  death  fell  in  this  world  a  good  man  or  a 
wicked  one  ?"  Miriam,  after  a  moment's  thought, 
replied,  "  Abel  was  the  first  who  died,  uncle.  The 
law  says  that  Abel's  offering  was  pleasing  to  God  ; 
and  therefore  I  think  he  must  have  been  a  good 
man."  "And  how  then,"  said  Gedaliah  next,  to 
Berith,  "  did  God  act  justly  to  Abel  in  suffering 
him  to  be  killed,  and  Cain,  his  wicked  brother,  to 
live?  Do  you  recollect,  my  child,  how  the  holy 
doctors  of  the  law  have  explained  this  to  us?" 
"  Because,"  answered  Berith,  "  God  took  Abel  to 
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Himself,  and  left  Cain  on  earth  to  see  if  he  would 
bear  his  punishment  patiently,  and  repent  of  his 
sin."  "And  are  there  not  some,  my  children," 
continued  G-edaliah,  "  whom  the  law  or  the  prophets 
tell  us  that  God  took  openly  to  Himself  ?"  "  Even 
so,  my  father,"  answered  Berith  ;  "  Enoch  the  son 
of  Jared,  and  Elijah  the  prophet."  "  And  if  Abel, 
Enoch,  and  Elijah  be  with  G-qd,"  said  Gedaliah, 
"  why  may  not  others  too  who  have  found  favour 
in  His  sight  ?  And  if  so,  shall  we  do  well  to  grieve 
on  their  account  ?  If  it  be  our  loss  that  they  are 
taken,  is  it  not  their  gain  ?  For  can  we  doubt  that 
it  is  better  to  be  with  God  than  to  continue  in  this 
world  of  sin  and  sorrow  ?" 

"And  why,"  said  Gedaliah,  directing  his  words 
now  more  expressly  to  Talmon,  "  why  should  we 
be  slow  to  believe,  as  some  are,  that  man's  spirit  is 
by  GtOD  designed  for  a  better  state  after  it  has  left 
its  frail  earthly  tenement  ?  Was  not  man  made  at 
first  to  be  immortal  ?  And  was  he  not  intended  to 
have  eaten  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  to  have  lived  for 
ever,  had  not  our  first  forefather  disobeyed  God's 
commands  ?  And  when  God  forgave  man  for  the 
sake  of  that  promised  Deliverer,  who  shall  some 
day  spring  from  our  favoured  nation,  what  did  such 
forgiveness  mean  ?  Was  it  that  he  should  live  for 
some  few  years  longer  in  this  world  ?  If  so,  then 
Cain's  lot  was  a  better  one  than  Abel's.  Surely 
God's  gracious  gift  and  promise,  *that  the  woman's 
seed  should  bruise  the  serpent's  head,'  must  have 
meant  something  more  than  this.  May  it  not  be," 
said  Gedaliah,  his  eyes  kindling,  and  his  counte- 
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nance  beaming  with  holj  hope,  as  he  spoke,  ^'  may 
it  not  be  that  when  that  promised  Deliverer  shall 
have  come — ^He  who  is  to  be  the  *  Prince  of  Peace,' 
in  whom  '  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  to  be 
blessed,'  may  it  not  be  that  all  who  have  found 
fiavour  in  Goon's  sight,  wherever  He  may  have 
placed  them  in  the  mean  time,  shall  then  be 
allowed  to  eat  of  that  tree  of  life,  and  to  live  for 
ever  in  His  presence,  as  the  holy  angels  who  minis- 
ter unto  Him  ? 

"  May  we  not  then  reasonably  look  forward,  if 
we  but  find  similar  favour  before  God,  to  be  united 
again  with  those  who  have  gone  before  us  ?  parents 
with  children,  husbands  vdth  wives,  the  betrothed 
with  the  promised  partner  of  life — ^never  again  to 
be  separated,  nor  to  be  subject  to  sin  or  its  attend- 
ant sorrows  ?  We  may  surely,  as  the  prophet 
David  said,  in  like  circumstances,  hope,  by  Q-od's 
good  providence,  to  be  allowed  to  rejoin  them, 
though  they  cannot  return  to  us." 


CHaPTEB  XIII. 


**  But  after  taking  a  full  view  of  this  troublous  state  of  thingSi 
turn  to  the  prophets  :  see  what  they  had  already  disclosed  and ' 
were  continuing  to  disclose,  both  concerning  the  Pagan  king- 
doms, and  in  their  renewed  and  enlarged  promises  of  the  Gros- 
pel  dispensation.  All  that  revelation  which  showed  God's 
controlling  power  over  those  kingdoms,  proving  them  to  be 
the  regulated  instruments  of  His  providence  and  marking  the 
appointed  periods,  the  particular  rise  and  fall  of  many  of  them  : 
all  that  other  revelation  which  discovered  the  prospect  of  the 
Gospel  and  opened  more  largely  its  doctrines  and  merciesi 
were  fitted  in  union  to  support  the  cause  of  religion  and  to  ad- 
minister consolation  and  instruction  to  the  minds  of  men  who 
were  willing  to  seek  it.  It  is  plain  that  the  prophetic  reve- 
lation at  this  great  era  of  it  corresponded  to  the  difficulties, 
perhaps  I  might  say  the  decays,  of  the  Jewish  covenant.  When 
the  apparent  visible  ruins  of  the  elder  dispensations  were  most 
likely  to  perplex  and  alarm,  Paganism  could  not  triumph — the 
Gospel  could  not  be  despaired  of.  In  the  very  heart  of  the 
captivity,  in  the  abyss  of  the  Babylonian  bondage,  Danid 
weighed  and  numbered  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth.  There  also 
he  measured  the  years  to  the  death  of  the  Messiah,  and 
marked  the  place  of  order  assigned  in  the  succession  of  the 
empires  of  the  world  to  the  establishment  of  His  Kingdom. 
Great  and  instructive  revelations,  fitted  alike  to  uphold  the 
Jewish  religion  and  to  sustain  the  expectation  and  complete  the 
prophetic  evidence  of  the  Christian." — Davison  On  Prophecy ^ 
Disc.  vi.  pt.  3. 


CHAPTER  Xin. 

''  Let  gri^  be  her  own  nustress  stiU-^ 
She  loveth  her  own  ang^uish  deep 
More  than  much  pleasure.    Let  her  will 
Be  done — to  weep  or  not  to  weep.'* 

Tennyson.  VoL  I.  p.  216. 

Heb  fSeitlier's  few  last  words  had  caused  a  tear  to 
start  suddenly  into  Berith's  eye.  It  had  been  the 
sight  of  her,  indeed,  which  had  almost  involuntarily 
suggestied  to  GhedaUah's  mind  the  idea  that  now  so 
keenly  affected  her ;  and  the  expression  had  escaped 
his  lips,  ere  he  had  time  to  think  of  the  pang  which 
it  might  occasion.  But  he  saw  that  it^  was  now  too 
late  either  to  recall  the  words,  or  to  hope  to  pre- 
vent the  consequences  of  their  having  been  used. 
His  daughter  Berith  had  been  betrothed  to  a  youth- 
ful kinsman  of  Talmon's,  and  the  time  for  their 
espousals  had  been  fixed  for  the  feast  of  Taber- 
nacles of  the  present  year.  Berith,  with  youthful 
ardour,  had  been  sanguine  in  her  hopes,  and  had 
counted  the  months  with  impatience  since  the  first 
week  of  Abib.    Often  had  she  anxiously  conversed 
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with  Hadassah  on  the  probability  of  the  siege 
soon  being  terminated.     At  each  return  of  her 
beloved  Abdiel  from  his  post  on  the  city  walla,  or 
from  any  saUy  on  the  besiegers,  she  reckoned  one 
more  of  his  allotted  dangers  to  be  over.     But  into 
Abdiel' s  mind  the  prophet's  warning  had   sunk 
deeply ;  and  his  own  intimacy  with  G-edahah  had 
been  among  the  means  of  convincing  him  that,  in 
opposing  the  Babylonian    army,  patriotic    as  it 
might  sound,  they  were  not  fighting  the  Loed's 
battle.     Much  less  by  reviling  and  slandering  the 
prophet  himself,  could  they  be  paying  the  respect 
or  reverence  due  to  Him  whose  accredited  ambas- 
sador that  prophet  was.    These,  his  deUberate  sen- 
timents, he  had  ventured  to  express  in  the  council 
of  the  princes ;  and  though  he  refused  not  to  con- 
tinue still  in  command  of  his  allotted  post,  yet  he 
boldly  declared  his  intention  of  withdrawing  from 
or  opposing  any  schemes  of  personal  hostility  or 
persecution  that  might  be  directed  against  the 
prophet.     For  this  had  those  keen  reproaches  and 
menaces  been  levelled  against  him  by  the  wily 
Seraiah — ^reproaches,  the  memory   of  which   still 
held  even  a   mind  like  Talmon's  in  terror;   and 
menaces,  which  at  length  intrigue  and  malice  found 
means  of  accomplishing  to  the  full.     On  every 
attack  or  occasion  of  more  than  ordinary  danger 
Abdiel  was,  by  Seraiah' s  means,  constantly  des- 
patched ;  and  though  Seraiah  was  far  too  sagacious 
to  think  that  his  schemes  could  remain  unobserved 
by  his  victim,  yet  he  was  equally  sure  that  Abdiera 
noble  and  generous  spirit  would  not  allow  him  to 
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shrink  firom  any  such  dangers,  however  unjust  his 
portion  of  them,  compared  with  that  of  his  com- 
rades, might  be. 

In  this  Seraiah  had  judged  rightly.  At  each 
fresh  command,  whether  it  were  to  withdraw  the 
last  prop  that  supported  a  subterranean  mine,  or 
to  apply  fire  to  the  enemy's  engines  of  war,  or  to 
attack  them  in  their  very  encampment,  Abdiel  was 
ever  singled  out  to  conduct  the  enterprise;  and 
again  and  again  he  came  off  success^,  not  only  to 
his  own  surprise  but  to  that*  also  of  Seraiah  and 
his  accomplices. 

Their  stratagem,  however,  at  length  took  effect. 
Abdiel,  in  a  sudden  skirmish,  was  taken  prisoner, 
and  Berith's  hopes  were  blighted  in  the  bud.  One 
pang  she  was  spared.  Her  eyes  had  not  been 
obHged  to  witness,  as  those  of  Talmon  had  done, 
the  mutilated  body  of  the  brave  Abdiel  suspended, 
like  that  of  a  felon,  from  a  gibbet,  in  the  most 
conspicuous  place  which  the  enemy  could  select 
before  the  city  walls.*  Of  this  fact  she  had  been 
kindly  kept  in  ignorance ;  but  the  irreparable  loss  of 
one  so  deservedly  dear  to  her,  in  whom  her  warmest 
feelings  had  been  from  early  years  wrapt  up,  and 
when  now,  as  she  had  vainly  hoped,  her  long- 
cherished  wishes  were  on  the  point  of  being  ful- 
filled, all  these  circumstances  together  proved  a 
trial  almost  beyond  Berith's  utmost  fortitude. 
The  mention  or  the  thought  of  her  loss  was  ever 
sure  to  open  the  bleeding  wounds  of  her  heart 

■*  See  Lam.  v.  12. 
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a&esh,  as  had  now  accidentallj  happened  by  her 
father's  allusion,  among  his  topics  of  consolation, 
to  the  prospect  that  those  betrothed  might  yet 
hope  to  meet  again  though  not  in  this  life.  Even, 
previous  to  her  father's  allusion,  the  circumstances 
of  Zabad's  death  had  brought  the  past  more 
vividly  to  her  mind  that  day ;  but  at  this  addi- 
tional mention  of  it,  her  tears  flowed  fiaat  in  spite 
of  all  her  endeavours  to  suppress  them.  Tabnon 
quickly  penetrated  the  cause  of  her  grief.  Accord- 
ingly, changing  his  .position,  which  had  been  pur- 
posely rather  distant  from  the  rest  of  the  little 
circle,  and  approaching  Berith,  with  a  heart  full  of 
sympathy  for  her  distress,  he  endeavoured  to  soothe 
her  and  direct  her  mind  to  other  subjects.  He 
and  Hadassah,  as  well  as  Miriam,  almost  forgot 
their  own  sorrows  for  the  moment  while  endeavour- 
ing to  console  a  fellow-sufferer. 

Q^daliah  felt  with  all  a  father's  heart  for  his 
only  daughter ;  and  it  was  not  without  an  inward 
struggle,  such  as  nothing  but  a  strong  sense  of 
duty  could  have  urged  him  to  make,  that  he  re- 
sisted his  feelings  and  checked  the  yielding  spirit 
within.  But  with  regard  to  one  of  those  now 
assembled  before  him,  he  saw  clearly  that  the 
moment  was  a  critical  one,  and  one  which,  if  he 
omitted  to  take  advantage  of,  he  should  be  guilty 
of  serious  neglect.  He  observed  that  Tabnon'a 
heart  was  melted  and  softened  by  grie^  partly  his 
own,  partly  that  of  another.  It  immediately  sug^ 
gested  itself  to  G^edaliah,  that  if  Tabnon  was  ever 
again  to  be  impressed  with  the  sentiments  which 
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he  had  of  late  so  utterly  abandoned,  the  present 
was  perhaps  the  most  favourable  occasion  that 
could  be  expected  for  instilling  them.  A  few 
words  firom  her  father  soon  recalled  Berith  to  her 
former  tranquil,  and,  as  far  as  circumstances  would 
admit,  cheerM  temperament;  and  G^daliah  lost 
not  for  a  moment  the  opportunity  thus  offered 
him. 

The  younger  children  had  retired  with  Deborah. 
All  was  still  and  peaceful  as  fEir  as  the  outward 
senses  were  concerned;  and  to  Hadassah  herself, 
perhaps,  silence,  together  with  the  consciousness 
of  being  in  the  society  of  those  now  aroimd  her, 
would  have  been  the  most  soothing  and  agreeable 
condition  for  the  present.  But  she  observed  that 
Gtedaliah  had  already  unrolled  some  of  the  parch- 
ments which  he  had  lately  sent  Berith  to  fetch  for 
him  from  his  dwelling;  and  that,  as  he  arranged 
them  so  as  best  to  catch  the  light  of  the  lamp,  he 
was  preparing  to  make  some  remark  upon  their 
contents.  "  Of  a  truth  these  are  times  of  reproach 
and  of  affliction,"  said  he,  looking  around  to  see  if 
their  attention  was  awakened ;  "  but  can  we  doubt 
why  the  Lord  thinks  fit  to  send  such  times  upon 
us  ?  Once  this  our  favoured  city  might  have  defied 
the  hosts  of  the  heathen.  The  virgin  of  Judah 
might  have  laughed  them  to  scorn.  But  then  she 
was  really  in  God's  sight  a  virgin,  chaste  and 
faithftd.  Now  she  hath  espoused  herself  to  the 
gods  of  the  nations  around  us.  In  those  days  the 
tribes  came  unto  Jerusalem,  and  thrice  in  each 
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year,  as  our  law  enjoined,  all  appeared  before  the' 
Lord  in  His  holy  temple.  Nor  did  the  enemies 
dare  approach  our  land  during  their  absence.  It 
was  safe  in  all  its  borders  from  Dan  even  to  Beer- 
sheba.  In  those  days  our  land  enjoyed  her  sab- 
baths, and  her  children  dwelt  securely.  Oh  that 
our  G^OD  would  renew  our  days  as  of  old." — "  Would 
that  it  were  His  will,"  said  Tahnon.  "  And  why 
may  it  not  even  yet  be  so  ?"  he  continued.  "  Is  not 
the  temple  yet  with  us  ?  And  were  we  not  in  the 
days  of  Hezekiah  delivered  when  a  mightier  host 
than  the  present  was  brought  by  Sennacherib  to 
our  gates?  Did  not  sudden  destruction  come 
upon  our  foes,  and  in  one  night  slay  the  flower 
and  strength  of  their  armies  ?  And  why  may  it 
not  be  so  even  this  night  ?" 

This,  though  an  argument  often  used  before  by 
Talmon,  was  spoken  in  an  altered  tone  and  man- 
ner ;  and  G^daliah  perceived  that  what  he  had  been 
anxiously  watching  for  was,  at  least  for  a  short 
time,  likely  to  be  the  case.  Tabnon's  heart  was 
open  to  better  impressions.  With  regard  to  such 
arguments  in  general,  coupled  as  they  had  been 
with  the  blind  assurance  of  G-qd's  protecting  the 
Temple,  and  with  reliance  on  succours  from  Egypt, 
such  Gedahah  well  knew  had  been  the  favourite 
topics  of  the  false  prophets  who  had  been  suborned 
by  the  princes  to  engage  the  populace  on  their 
side ;  and  Talmon  had  so  exclusively  of  late  con- 
fined himself  to  their  society  that  he  had  insensibly 
grown  into  a  belief,  or  at  least  adoptioa,  of  th© 
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same  ideas  with  them.  Thus  deceit,  origiiially  prac- 
tised on  others,  had  at  length  recoiled  on  himself. 
"  Can  it  be  the  case,"  said  Gedaliah,  "that  we  ven- 
ture to  compare  our  times  with  those  of  the  pious 
Hezekiah  ?  Hezekiah  had  restored  the  worship  of 
the  true  God  in  His  holy  Temple,  had  banished  the 
idols  of  the  heathen,  had  rebuilt  the  altars  of  Je- 
hovah, and  had  made  them  flow,  as  of  old,  with 
the  blood  of  the  wonted  sacrifices  and  offerings. 
When  the  enemy  approached,  Hezekiah  humbled 
himself,  and  commended  his  people  and  himself  to 
the  care  of  the  Most  High,  with  his  own  prayers 
and  with  those  of  the  prophet  Isaiah.  Would  that 
he  who  now  sits,  as  Hezekiah  did,  on  the  throne  of 
David,  would  but  do  the  same !  and  then  possibly 
we  might  hope  for  a  like  deliverance  from  our  dan- 
gers. But  how  have  our  kings  allowed  God's  pro- 
phet to  be  treated  ?  Was  it  not  Jehoiakim  who 
contemptuously  cut  the  roll  of  the  prophet's 
writings  to  shreds,  and  cast  them  to  the  flames  ? 
Nor  had  our  princes  who  beheld  it  shame  enough 
left  to  show  their  horror  at  such  sacrilege.  Was 
there  one  who,  like  Hezekiah  when  he  received  the 
letter  of  Eabshakeh,  rent  his  garment  at  that  sight,* 
OP  proved  himself  *vaHantfor  the  truth?'  How 
different,  alas!  from  our  great  lawgiver  Moses, 
who,  in  his  zeal  for  God's  honour,  dashed  even  the 
two  tables  of  the  law  in  pieces  at  the  sight  of  the 
idol  which  the  people  had  set  up !  Truly  we,  our 
kings,  our  princes,  and  our  people  have  transgressed 

♦  Jer.  zzxvi.  24. 
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against  the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  Neither  His 
priests  nor  His  prophets  have  we  honoured.  In 
the  very  courts  of  His  temple  have  we  not  sacri- 
ficed His  priests  to  our  fury  ?  Does  not  the  blood 
of  the  righteous  Zechariah,  the  son  of  the  patriotic 
Jehoiada,  whom  for  his  fidelity  the  people  stoned 
to  death  before  the  altar,  stiU  cry  out  against  us  P 
and,  according  to  his  dying  words  of  warning,  does 
not  the  LoED  now  look  upon  such  deeds,  and  re- 
quire their  atonement  at  our  hands  ?  Therefore 
hath  He  sent  us  '  evil  pastors,  who  have  devoured 
His  people's  pastures,  and  have  fouled  and  trodden 
down  the  residue  with  their  feet.'*  And  if  our 
Gtojy  hath  delivered  us  even  to-day  from  one  more 
act  of  blood-guiltiness,  rescuing  His  prophet  from 
the  dungeon  by  the  hands  of  a  stranger,  (oh !  shame 
to  us  that  such  an  act  should  have  been  left  for  a 
stranger  to  do,)  yet  what  satisfaction  can  we  make 
for  those  who  have  already  fallen — ^for  the  life  of 
the  prophet  Urijah,  who  was  dragged  even  from 
Bgjrpt  that  his  blood  might  stain  the  stones  of  our 
guilty  city  ?  Have  we  ever  humbled  ourselves  be- 
fore the  LoED  with  fasting  and  sackcloth  for  these 
our  evil  deeds  ?  Since  the  days  of  our  pious  king 
Josiah  have  we  not  gone  on  from  one  wickedness 
to  another  ?  And  can  we  wonder  if  the  Most  High 
visit  all  these  things  upon  us  ?  When  the  princes 
of  Ammon  despised  and  iU-treated  the  ambassadors 
of  David  did  they  not  *  stink  in  his  sight?'  and 
did  he  not  take  vengeance  upon  them  and  upon 

*  Ezekiel  zizIt.  18. 
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Babbah,  the  proud  city  of  waters  ?♦  And  will  the 
King  of  heaven  allow  His  ambassadors  to  be  ill* 
treated,  even  to  death,  and  leave  the  doers  of  such 
things  unpunished  ?  And  how  again,  even  in  this 
the  day  of  the  Loed's  vengeance,  have  we  broken 
our  vows !  If  the  land  cannot  raise  her  voice,  and 
cry  out  for  her  appointed  rests  and  sabbaths,  of 
which  we  have  deprived  her,  yet  surely  the  voice  of 
our  brethren  whom  we  have  oppressed  and  enslaved 
will  reach  the  throne  of  heaven.  The  bondmen 
whom  we  released  on  pretence  of  keeping  this  holy 
sabbatic  year,  have  we  not  treacherously  seized  again 
and  bound  with  double  fetters  ?" 

Ghedaliah  was  not  aware  how  painful  a  subject  to 
Talmon's  conscience  he  was  now  touching  upon. 
In  speaking  before  of  the  prophet  he  had  inten- 
tionally made  his  observations  in  some  degree  ge- 
neral, that  they  might  fall  the  less  keenly  upon 
Talmon's  ear ;  but  now  he  was  not  conscious  of  any 
such  reason  for  caution,  and  accordingly  he  spoke, 
as  he  felt,  most  warmly  in  behalf  of  his  unfortunate 
fellow  countrymen.  His  seasonable  interposition 
had,  at  an  earlier  stage,  procured  them  a  temporary 
release ;  but  they  had  all,  like  the  hapless  Benoni, 
been  given  up  agaui  by  the  treacherous  cruelty  of 
the  princes  to  their  former  bondmasters  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  besiegers'  departing  for  a  short  time 
from  beneath  the  walls. 

"  And  are  not  the  prophetic  words  which  he  then 
denounced  upon  our  city,"  continued   &edaliah, 

•  2  Sam.  X.  S, 


218  TALMON  AND   HATASSAH. 

"fully  accomplished  upon  us,  tHat  as  we  had  re- 
fused  liberty  to  our  fellow  men,  so  GrOD  would  give 
'  liberty  against  us  to  the  sword,  the  pestilence,  and 
the  famine?'"* 

On  any  former  occasion,  and  until  his  feelings 
had  been,  as  on  that  day,  painfully  tried  and  con- 
vinced by  his  own  loss,  this  last  argument  might 
possibly  have  had  but  little  weight  in  Talmon's  mind. 
To  some  persons  the  misfortunes  of  others  seem  to 
be  no  warnings.  The  shaft  must  strike  home  to 
their  own  hearts  before  they  will  either  believe 
themselves  to  be  vulnerable,  or  acknowledge  the  ne- 
cessity of  precaution.  But  the  events  of  the  last 
few  hours  had  brought  sure  though  late  conviction 
to  Talmon  that  God  indeed  had,  without  respect  of 
persons,  let  loose  the  arrows  of  His  anger  agaanat 
His  people.  During  a  pause  of  a  few  moments, 
which  Gredaliah  allowed  to  occur  that  he  might  the 
better  watch  the  effect  of  his  preceding  words, 
Talmon  sighed  deeply,  and  it  seemed  now  to  Gte- 
daliah  a  fit  time  to  introduce  another  argu- 
ment intended  to  remedy  any  defect  of  evidence 
which  Talmon's  prejudice  against  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  might,  however  unreasonably,  have  occa- 
sioned. 

"And  now,"  said  Gedaliah,  "let  him  that  doubts 
the  words  of  that  prophet  who  has  been  so  unjustly 
treated  by  us,  hearken  to  the  declarations  of  the 
Most  High  by  the  mouth  of  another  of  His  mes- 
sengers.   Behold  the  volume  of  the  Loed's  words 

*  Jer.  xxxiv.  17. 
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which  He  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  His  servant 
Ezekiel.  These  valued  parchments,"  he  continued, 
as  he  held  them  up  to  their  view,  "  were  given  me 
but  lately  by  my  neighbour,  and  the  protector  of 
my  youth,  the  aged  Buzi,  the  father  of  Ezekiel. 
But  they  are  not  unknown  iu  our  city.  Would  that 
more  of  us  cared  to  procure  for  themselves  writings 
of  them,  or  to  listen  to  them  when  proclaimed  in 
the  courts  of  the  Temple  by  the  prophets  who  are 
among  us.  Ezekiel  has  been  raised  up  among  our 
brethren  who  are  abeady  prisoners  to  the  king  of 
Babylon.  Snatched,  as  you  know,  in  his  youth  from 
his  aged  father's  arms,  and  carried  away  by  our 
foes,  yet  to  him,  in  his  captive  abode  by  the  river 
Chebar,  it  has  been  granted  to  witness  and  record 
the  bright  manifestations  of  the  Spieit  of  God. 
After  many  other  sights  of  wonder  and  of  awe, '  A 
hand,'  he  says,  *  was  sent  unto  him,  and  lo !  a  roll 
of  a  book  was  therein,  *  *  *  and  it  was  writ- 
ten within  and  without;  and  there  was  written 
therein  lamentations,  and  mourning,  and  woe.'* 
And  verily  these  woes  are  thickly  scattered  over 
the  prophet's  writings.  Hear  me  while  I  give  you 
but  a  sample  of  their  bitter  tidings."  Hadassah 
listened  in  breathless  attention  while  Gedaliah 
read  as  follows : — " '  Son  of  man,  write  thee  the 
name  of  the  day,  even  of  this  same  day ;  the  king 
of  Babylon  set  himself  against  Jerusalem  this  same 
day.  And  utter  a  parable  unto  the  rebellious 
house,  and  say  unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lobd 

*  Ezek.  11.  9. 
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Gtojy,  Set  on  a  pot,  set  it  on,  and  also  pour  the 
water  into  it :  gather  the  pieces  thereof  into  it^ 
even  every  good  piece,  the  thigh  and  the  shoulder ; 
fill  it  with  the  choice  bones.  Take  the  choice  of 
the  flock  and  bum  also  the  bones  under  it,  and 
make  it  boil  well,  and  let  them  seethe  the  bones  of 
it  therein.  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lobd  Gk)D, 
Woe  to  the  bloody  city,  to  the  pot  whose  scum  is 
therein,  and  whose  scimi  is  not  gone  out  of  it! 
bring  it  out  piece  by  piece,  let  no  lot  fall  upon  it.. 
For  her  blood  is  in  the  midst  of  her :  she  set  it 
upon  the  top  of  a  rock ;  she  poured  it  not  upon  the 
ground  to  cover  it  with  dust,  that  it  may  cause  fiuy 
to  come  up  to  take  vengeance ;  I  have  set  her  blood 
upon  the  top  of  a  rock  that  it  should  not  be  covered. 
Therefore  thus  saith  the  Loed  GtOD,  Woe  to  the 
bloody  city!  I  will  even  make  the  pile  for  fire 
great.  Heap  on  wood,  kindle  the  fire,  consume 
the  flesh,  and  spice  it  well,  and  let  the  bones  be 
burned.  Then  set  it  empty  upon  the  coals  thereof 
that  the  brass  of  it  may  be  hot,  and  may  bum,  and 
that  the  filthiness  of  it  may  be  molten  in  it,  and 
that  the  scum  of  it  may  be  consumed.  She  hath 
wearied  herself  with  Hes,  and  her  great  scimi  went 
not  forth  out  of  her ;  her  scum  shall  be  in  the  fire. 
In  thy  filtluness  is  lewdness :  because  I  have  purged 
thee,  and  thou  wast  not  purged,  thou  shalt  not  be 
purged  from  thy  filthiness  any  more,  tiU  I  have 
caused  My  fury  to  rest  upon  thee.  I  the  Losb 
have  spoken  it :  it  shall  come  to  pass,  and  I  will  do 
it ;  I  wiQ  not  go  back,  neither  will  I  spare,  neither 
will  I  repent :  according  to  thy  ways  and  according 
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to  thj  doings  shaJl  they  judge  thee,  saith  the  Lobd 
Gk)D."» 

'^Oh  that  such  a  curse  should  have  been  pro- 
nounced against  our  once  holy  city,"  said  G^da- 
liah,  as  he  concluded  reading ;  '^  and  to  make  the 
vision  true,  and  the  interpretation  thereof  sure, 
again  and  again  is  it  repeated.  Hear  me  once 
more ;  *  Son  of  man,  the  house  of  Israel  is  to  Me 
become  dross ;  all  they  are  brass,  and  tin,  and 
iron,  and  lead  in  the  midst  of  the  furnace ;  they 
are  even  the  dross  of  the  silver.  Therefore  thus 
saith  the  Loed  God,  Because  ye  are  all  become 
dross,  behold,  therefore,  I  will  gather  you  into  the 
midst  of  Jerusalem.  As  they  gather  silver,  and 
brass,  and  iron,  and  lead,  and  tin  into  the  midst  of 
the  fomaoe  to  blow  the  fire  upon  it  to  melt  it ; 
so  will  I  gather  you  in  Mine  anger  and  in  My 
fury,  and  I  will  leave  you  there  and  melt  you. 
Tea,  I  will  gather  you  and  blow  upon  you  in  the 
fire  of  My  wrath,  and  ye  shall  be  melted  in  the 

*  The  figures  and  metaphors  here  employed,  though  per- 
haps  they  may  sound  somewhat  strange  and  undignified  to  us, 
must  have  been. very  impressive  and  appropriate  when  ad- 
dressed to  those  who  were  constantly  in  the  habit  of  witnessing 
the  sacrificial  rites  of  the  temple.  It  is  evidently  from  these 
rites  that  the  figures  are  borrowed.  The  **  good  pieces/'  the 
*'  chief  joints,"  the  **  dioice  of  the  flock,*' are  the  great  men 
of  Jerusalem.  The  useless  bones  which  the  coals  would  con- 
sume  show  the  general  destruction  of  the  meaner  sort  which 
would  be  caused  by  the  Chaldeans.  Scum  denotes  wickedness. 
The  burning  of  the  bones  and  of  the  pot  denotes  God's  judg- 
ments not  only  on  the  inhabitants  but  on  the  city. — See  Arch- 
bishop Newcome  on  Ezekielf  chap.  24. 


midst  tliereo£  Aa  sflrer  is  melted  in  the  midst  of 
the  formice,  so  sliall  ye  be  melted  in  the  midst 
thereof  and  ye  shall  know  that  I  the  Lobb  have 
pomed  out  My  fury  upon  you.' 

^And  is  not  this  word,"  asked  G^edaliah,  ^al- 
lea^  fblfilled  upon  us  ?  Are  we  not  shut  in  here 
together  as  the  metal  in  a  furnace — our  countzy- 
men  £rom  £ur  and  near,  from  the  tower  of  the 
watchman  and  from  the  fenced  cities,  all  driven 
hither  from  their  homes,  only  to  suffer  the  strait- 
ness  of  the  siege,  and  to  meet  death  by  the  sword 
or  by  the  famine  in  our  city  ?  And  yet  do  we  not 
still  refdse  to  be  humbled  ?  Do  we  not  still  set 
up  altars  to  other  gods,  even  the  gods  of  the 
nations  round  about  us  ?  Why  not  rather,  if  we 
would  hope  for  delirerance  as  iu  the  days  of  Heze* 
kiah — ^why  not  walk  in  the  ways  of  Hezekiah,* 
and  purify  ourselves  from  such  abominations 
against  our  God  ?  Why  do  we  not  renew  His 
altars,  and  observe  His  sabbaths,  and  cease  from 
oppressing  our  brethren  ?  So  may  our  Gk)D  haply 
turn  again,  and  we  may  find  grace  in  Hi>  sight. 
It  may  be  that  it  is  not  even  yet  too  late.  Per 
what  saith  the  Lom)  in  this  matter  ?"  asked  Geda- 
liah,  taking  up  in  its  turn  the  roll  of  the  propheev 
of  Jeremiah  ;  "*0  house  of  Israel,  cannot  I  do 
with  you  as  this  potter  ?t  *  *  *  At  what 
instant  I  shall  speak  concerning  a  nation  and  con- 
cerning a  kingdom,  to  pluck  up,  and  to  pull  down, 
and  to  destroy  it,  if  that  nation,  against    whom 

♦  Jer.  xxvi.  19.  f  Jer.  xviii. 
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I  "have  pronounced,  turn  from  their  evil,  I  will 
repent  of  the  evil  that  I  thought  to  do  unto 
them.' 

"  And  let  us  remember  and  forget  not  how  long 
our  &0D  hath  waited  for  us,  and  hath  spoken  to 
us  by  His  servants,  rising  up  early  and  sending 
them,  until  His  very  long  suffering  has  been  made 
a  byword  among  us,  while  it  is  impiously  said  that 
*the  days  are  prolonged  and  every  vision  faileth.'* 

"  Berith,  my  child,  it  was  in  the  year  wherein 
thou  wast  bom  unto  me,  in  the  days  of  our  king 
Jehoiakim,  when  in  the  ninth  month,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  a  solemn  fast  being  proclaimed  through  all 
Judah,  the  prophet's  warning  words  were  pub- 
lished in  the  assembly  of  the  people.t  Qreatly 
did  thy  mother  and  I  rejoice  that  such  days  of 
piety  seemed  at  hand  to  welcome  the  arrival  of  our 
first-bom  child,  and  we  named  thee  Berith,J  in 
remembrance  of  the  covenant  then  renewed  be- 
tween Gk)D  and  His  people. 

"  "We  trusted  that  the  good  days  of  Josiah  were 
again  to  be  renewed.  "Woe,  woe  is  us  that  so  fair 
a  springtide  should  have  been  followed  by  so  barren 
a  summer.  Though  near  a  score  of  years  siace 
then  has  been  added  to  the  season  of  our  trial,  yet 
are  not  the  prophet's  words  now  more  true  than 
ever  ?  *  The  harvest  is  past,  the  summer  is  ended, 
and  we  are  not   saved.' §     Oh  that  we  had  but 

♦  Jer.  xii.  22.  f  Jer.  xxxvi.  9. 

t  Berith  in  the  Hebrew  language  sigmfying  Covenant. 

§  Jer.  viii.  20. 
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followed  his  counsels,  when  on  that  day  his  words 
were  heard  by  the  assembled  thousands  of  Judah 
in  the  courts  of  the  Loed's  temple.  Prom  morn- 
ing tiU  night  did  Baruch,  at  the  window  of  the 
chamber  of  Gemariah,  read  in  the  ears  of  the  peo- 
ple God's  warnings  and  threatenings  which  He 
had  commanded  the  prophet  to  record.  Never 
will  it  be  effaced  from  the  tablets  of  my  memory, 
the  shudder  which  thrilled  through  my  bones  as  I 
first  heard  the  solemn  denunciation  that  this  place 
of  God's  chosen  city  and  temple  should  be  as 
Shiloh." 

"What  sayestthou,  my  father?"  asked  Beiith. 
"Was  it  that  Shiloh,  in  the  tribe  of  Ephraun* 
of  which  thou  speakest,  where  we  beheld  tiie 
ruined  streets  and  roofless  houses — ^where  wew 
the  broken  cisterns,  with  the  scorpions'  nests,  and 
the  vineyards  destroyed  by  the  wild  foxes  ?  Wtf 
it  not  thence  that  we  were  returning  at  eventide 
when  we  were  so  frightened  by  the  howling  of  tihe 
wolves,  and  where  the  shepherd  told  Miriam  tiiat 
he  had  lost  three  kids  of  the  fl.ock  the  night  bef(Kre, 
as  they  were  returning  to  the  fold?  Was  this 
the  Shiloh,  of  which  thou  spakest,  my  father?" 
"Even  the  same,  my  child,"  answered  G^daliah, 
who  had  not  faQed,  ia  obedience  to  the  divine  com- 
mand,* to  impress  upon  his  own  miad  and  upon 
that  of  his  children  the  lesson  to  be  learnt  by 
witnessing  with  their  own  eyes  the  marks  of  G^d's 
wrath  upon  the  places  which  had  formerly  offended 

♦  Jer.  vii.  12. 
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Him.  "And  even  sucli  it  is  that  the  prophet's 
words,  as  Baruch  proclaimed  them  in  the  ears  of 
the  people,  have  forewarned  ns  that  this  place 
shall  be,  if  we  turn  not  from  our  evil  ways." — "  But 
why,"  asked  Berith,  "did  Baruch,  and  not  the 
prophet  himself  declare  those  words  to  the  peo- 
ple ?" — "  The  prophet  was  even  then,"  replied  her 
father,  "  a  prisoner  and  in  bonds.  Long,  indeed, 
has  he  eaten  the  bread  of  affliction.  He  has  been 
the  scorn  of  the  profane,  and  the  object  of  perse- 
cution among  the  powerful.  It  is  thus  that  we 
have  treated  him  instead  of  following  his  faithful 
counsels." — "And  is  it  possible,"  said  Tabnon, 
who  had  unconsciously  imbibed  many  of  the  ideas 
of  the  scoffers  with  whom  he  had  lately  associated, 
"is  it  possible  that  G-on  governs  aU  the  actions 
and  fortunes  of  men,  and  that  too,  as  you  say, 
according  to  strict  justice,  if  He  suffers  one,  whom 
you  own  to  be  so  faithful  as  the  prophet,  to  receive 
such  treatment  throuighout  his  life  ?  Must  it  not 
be,  as  some  say,  ^  that  the  Lobd  doth  neither  good 
nor  evil,'*  that  He  cares  not  for  men  or  their 
doings  ?  Can  He  regard  such  things  at  all  ?  or  if 
so  can  He  be  just  ?  This  very  Nebuchadnezzar, 
whose  hosts  surround  our  walls,  is  he  not  himself, 
with  all  his  people,  a  worshipper  of  Bel  ?  Was 
not  Josiah,  our  righteous  king,  overcome  and  slain 
by  the  idolatrous  Egyptian  ?  How  then  are  Gron's 
ways  equal  ?  or  how  is  His  providence  manifested  P 
and  why  should  we  obey  the  prophet  and  yield 

*  Zephaniah  i.  12.    See  also  Lam.  iii.  38. 
Q 
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ourselves  as  slaves  and  cowards  into  the  hands  of 
these  proud  Babylonians  ?  " 

G-edaliah  was  pained  to  hear  such  sentiments 
from  one  who,  in  earlier  days,  would  have  shuddered 
to  have  given  utterance  to  them  ;  but  it  was  still 
some  comfort  to  find  that,  though  the  arguments 
were  those  of  the  unprincipled  companions  with 
whom  he  had  lately  associated,  yet  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  uttered  on  the  present  occasion 
was  that  of  Talmon  in  former  and  happier  years. 
It  brought  back  to  Gedaliah's  mind  the  remem- 
brance of  times  when  at  the  feet  of  his  father 
AMkam,  he  and  Tabnon  in  their  youth  used  to 
listen  to  tales  from  the  earlier  history  of  God's 
chosen  people — when  it  was  the  delight  of  his 
pious  father  to  hear  and  answer  the  simple  and 
childlike  questions  that  each  was  encouraged  to  ask 
respecting  God's  wonderful  deliverances  of  TTi> 
people  from  Egypt,  from  the  nations  of  Canaan, 
from  the  treachery  of  Balaam,  and  the  hostile  army 
of  the  Moabites.  It  was  the  remains  of  such  im- 
pressions thus  stamped  on  his  youthful  mind,  whieli 
Q-edaliah  saw  were  now  struggling  for  the  mastery 
with  the  evil  bias  that  had  lately  warped  Talmon's 
judgment. 

Hadassah,  too,  was  anxiously  watching  the 
effect  which  her  uncle's  words  might  now  take 
upon  him ;  for  she  weU  knew  that  her  own  proba- 
bly would  be  of  but  little  avail  if  Gedaliah's  proved 
fruitless,  and  especially  if  the  present  opportunity 
passed  by  without  producing  a  change.  Once 
more  therefore  G-edaliah  determined  to  shake,  if 
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possible,  the  strongholds  of  sophistry  and  felsehood 
which  evil  times  and  ill  advisers  had  combined  to 
build  up  in  the  mind  of  his  kinsman. 

"  Can  Tabnon  have  forgotten,"  asked  Q-edaliah, 
"the  mighty  deeds  which  Gk)D  at  sundry  times 
hath  wrought  for  our  nation  ?  For  ask  of  the  days 
that  are  past,  which  were  before  us,  since  the  day 
that  Gtoj)  created  man  upon  the  earth,  and  ask  from 
the  one  side  of  heaven  to  the  other,  whether  God 
hath  ever  assayed  to  go  and  take  any  nation,  except 
our  own,  from  the  midst  of  another  nation,  by 
temptations,  by  signs,  and  by  wonders,  and  by  war, 
and  by  a  mighty  hand  and  by  a  stretched  out  arm, 
and  by  great  terrors.  I  am  asking,"  said  Gredaliah, 
"  in  the  very  words  of  our  lawgiver  Moses ;  but  we 
have  seen  many  other  and  great  things  done  for  us 
since  his  days.  If  Q-on  had  not  cared  for  us  at 
that  time,  could  we  have  done  what  we  have  done  ? 
Could  we  have  subdued  those  nations  greater  and 
mightier  than  ourselves,  who  possessed  the  land 
before  us  ?  Could  any  arm  of  man  have  caused 
that  the  waUs  of  Jericho  should,  at  the  mere  sound 
of  our  trumpets,  fall  down  to  give  us  entrance  ? 
Was  it  without  Q-qd's  special  providence  that  the 
sun  hasted  not  to  go  down  for  a  whole  day,  while 
our  leader  Joshua  slew  the  Amorites  ?  "Was  it  at 
the  command  of  man  that  Jordan  ceased  to  roll  his 
waters  onward  and  was  arrested  even  in  the  over- 
flowings of  his  harvest  stream  ?  Or  in  later  times, 
as  thou  thyself  hast  reminded  us,  that  Sennache- 
rib's proud  host  perished  beneath  our  walls  ?  Did 
these  things  indeed  come  to  pass  without  the  know- 
q2 
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ledge  and  consent  of  Him  of  whom  it  is  now  pro- 
fanely said  that  *  He  doeth  neither  good  nor  evil ;' 
that  *He  hath  forgotten;'  that  *He  hideth  Kjr 
face ;'  that  *  He  seeth  not,  neither  regardeth  ?' 

"And  touching  these  nations  around  us,  who 
are  now  combined  for  our  injury,  is  it  without  the 
permission  of  the  Most  High  that  they  are  come — 
permission  not  asked,  and  granted  to  worshippers 
and  servants  of  that  G^on,  for  such  indeed  they  are 
not,  but  permission  by  which  they  are  suffered  to 
follow  their  own  evil  ways,  so  long  as  it  seems 
good  to  the  Almighty,  and  so  long  as  they  are 
found  to  be  fiirthering  His  wise  counsels  ?  Fop 
He,  and  He  only,  bringeth  good  out  of  evil,  and 
light  out  of  darkness.  Hath  He  not  declared  the 
same  by  His  prophets,  in  the  days  of  that  very  Sen- 
nacherib ?"  And  G-edaliah,  again  opening  the  roll 
of  Isaiah's  writings,  continued,  "  What  was  the  an-^ 
swer  of  the  Loed  to  the  haughty  boastings  of  the 
Assyrian? 

'  Hast  thou  not  heard  of  old  that  I  have  disposed  it  ? 

And  of  ancient  times  that  I  have  formed  it  ? 

Now  have  I  hroaght  it  to  pass  that  thou  shouldest  be  to  lay 

waste 
Warlike  nations,  strong-fenced  cities. 
Therefore  were  their  inhabitants  of  small  strength,  they  were 

dismayed  and  confounded ; 
They  were  as  the  grass  of  the  field  and  as  the  green  herb  ; 
The  grass  of  the  house  top,  and  as  the  com  blasted  before  it 

groweth  up. 
But  thy  sitting  down  and  thy  going  out,  and  thy  coming  in, 
And  thy  rage  against  Me,  I  have  known. 
Because  thy  rage  against  Me  and  thy  insolence  is  come  up 

into  Mine  ears ; 
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Therefore  will  I  put  My  hook  in  thy  nose  and  My  bridle  in 

thy  jaws ; 
And   I  will  turn   thee   back  by  the   way  in   which   thou 

earnest/* 

"How  it  pleased  the  Almighty  to  accomplish 
His  word  in  this  miatteF  we  well  fcaow.     And  if," 
continued  GFedaliah,  "we  ascend  the  stream  of  time 
to  the  days  of  our  forefathers,  hath  it  not  been  ever 
so  P     How  fared  the  Egyptian  nation  at  the  hand 
of  our  God  ?     If,  for  a  time,  it  appeared  to  any 
that  the  groanings  of  our  people  under  their  hard 
taskmasters  were  forgotten  and  disregarded,  by  the 
GrOD  of  Abraham,  and  of  Isaac,  and  of  Jacob ;  yet 
did  not  the  end  when  it  came  to  pass  justify  Q-qd's 
dealings?     As  the  cup  of  Egyptian  iniquity  be- 
came fiill,  so  also  did  the  cup  of  the  Divine  wrath  ; 
and  He  made  them  drink  of  it  even  to  the  dregs. 
Pharaoh  thought  to  defy  and  thwart  the  counsels 
of  the  GFoD  of  Israel ;  but  the  Loed  by  that  very 
resistance  gat  Him  honour  upon  Pharaoh  and  all 
his  host ;    and  neighbouring  nations  heard  and 
trembled  at  so  mighty  a  G-qd.     And  so,  doubtless, 
it  shall  be  with  these  our  idolatrous  and  godless 
foes.    Though  they  are  now  doing  God's  work, 
unconscious  and  unintentionally,  yet  for  their  own 
sins,  if  they  repent  not  of  them,  they  shall  suffer, 
as  nations,  the  vengeance  of  the  God  of  heaven. 
Hearken,"  said  Gedaliah,    "to  the  words  of  the 
prophet  Isaiah,  who  has  been  long  since  gathered 
to  his  fathers : — 

*  Isaiah  xxxvii.  (Lowth's  translation.) 
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*  Bel  boweth  down,  Nebo  croucheth ; 

Their  idols  are  laid  on  the  beasts  and  the  cattle. 

Their  burthens  are  heavy,  a  grievous  weight  to  the  weary 

beast. 
They  crouched,  they  bowed  down  together  : 
They  could  not  deliver  their  own  charge ; 
Even  they  themselves  are  gone  into  captivity.'* 

'  Descend  and  sit  on  the  dust,  O  virgin  daughter  of  Babylon, 

Sit  on  the  bare  ground  without  a  throne,  O  daughter  of  the 
Chaldeans ; 

For  thou  shalt  no  longer  be  called  the  tender  and  the  de- 
licate. 

Take  the  mill  and  grind  the  com. 

Uncover  thy  locks,  disclose  thy  flowing  hair  ; 

Make  bare  thy  leg,  wade  through  the  rivers. 

Thy  nakedness  shall  be  uncovered ;  even  thy  shame  shall  be 
seen. 

I  will  take  full  vengeance  ;  neither  will  I  suffer  man  to  in- 
tercede with  Me. 

Our  avenger,  Jehovah,  God  of  hosts, 

The  Holy  One  of  Israel  is  His  name ! 

Sit  thou  in  silence,  go  into  darkness,  O  daughter  of  tlie 
Chaldeans, 

For  thou  shalt  no  longer  be  called  the  lady  of  the  kingdoma. 
«  •  «  « 

And  thou  saidst,  I  shall  be  a  lady  for  ever : 
Because  thou  didst  not  attentively  consider  these  things ; 
Thou  didst  not  think  on  what  was  in  the  end  to  befall  thee. 
'  But  hear  thou  this,  O  thou  voluptuous  that  sittest  in  ae- 

curity ; 
Thou  sayest  in  thy  heart,  I  am,  and  there  is  none  else  ; 
I  shall  not  sit  a  widow ;  I  shall  not  know  the  loss  of  children. 
Yet  shall  these  two  things  come  upon  thee  in  a  moment ; 
In  one  day  loss  of  children  and  widowhood ; 

*  Isaiah  xlvi. 
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On  a  sudden  shall  they  come  upon  thee, 
Notwithstanding  the  multitude  of  thy  sorceries  and  the  gpreat 
strength  of  thy  enchantments.'* 


"  But  time  would  fail  me,  if  I  were  to  speak  of 
the  Loed's  fearful  threatenings  against  Moab, 
against  Edom,  against  all  those  who  are  now  re- 
joicing, not  at  the  punishment  of  our  transgres- 
sions, but  at  our  destruction ;  and  at  the  dishonour 
done,  as  they  deem  it,  to  our  Q-qd,  whose  name  they 
have  so  long  despised  and  blasphemed.  Long 
might  I  ponder  on  these  gracious  revelations  and 
•  warnings  to  us  His  disobedient  servants.  Fain 
would  I  soar  on  the  wings  of  the  prophetic  spirit, 
and  behold  the  dark  clouds  of  superstition  and 
idolatry  dispelled  before  the  just  vengeance  of  our 
God,  and  driven  from  nation  after  nation,  tiU  those 
glorious  days  shall  come  when  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  G-qd  shall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters 
cover  the  sea.  Oh  that  I  might  dwell  unceasingly 
on  these  glorious  prospects !  But  alas,  woe  is  at  our 
doors ;  and  the  night  now  waneth  apace  ;  yet  bear 
with  me,  Talmon ;  it  may  be  we  shall  not  often  again 
have  the  opportunity  of  taking  counsel  together. 

"  Consider,  therefore,  is  it  not  clear  why  GtOB 
allows  a  wicked  nation  to  triumph  for  a  while  ?  Is 
it  not  that  their  sins  may  be  the  more  manifest  to 
all  men  ?  Is  it  not  that  after  so  many  warnings 
they  may  themselves  be  obliged  to  confess  the 
justice  of  their  punishment — a  punishment  so  long 

*  Isaiah  xlvii.  (Lowth's  translation.) 
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suspended,  and  even  to  the  last  not  inevitable  if 
there  be  but  repentance  and  amendment  ?  Even 
the  great  Nineveh  might  stiH  have  been  standing, 
had  she  not  turned  aside  and  gone  back  a  second 
time  to  her  sins.  Oh,  never  let  us  then  thus  abuse 
the  mercies  of  God  by  charging  Him  with  forget- 
fulness  for  His  very  forbearance.  If  there  be  good, 
or  if  there  be  evil  in  a  city,  if  prosperity  shine 
upon  it,  or  the  dark  cloud  of  adversity  overshadow 
it,  whichever  be  its  fate,  be  sure  it  is  the  Lobd 
who  hath  done  it.* 

"  And  if  perchance  it  appear  to  us  that  towards 
any  of  His  more  faithful  servants,  such  as  king 
Josiah  in  former  times,  or  to  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
in  our  own  day,  our  GrOD  acts  not  according  to  TTia 
usual  rules  of  justice,  hear  me  yet  one  moment 
longer.  If  the  GrOD  of  heaven,  who  ruleth  over  all 
the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  hath  gathered  mankind 
into  nations  and  peoples,  hath  He  not  meant  it  to 
be  a  source  of  blessiags  and  great  privileges  to 
His  creatures  ?  As  in  the  bosom  of  each  family 
we  find  mutual  sympathy  between  its  members, 
each  helping,  pleasing,  protecting  the  others, 
united  in  common  interests,  and  supplying  each 
other's  deficiencies  or  wants,  is  it  not  so  with 
nations  too  ?  Beyond  what  each  can  do  for  him- 
self, he  moreover  enjoys  many  privileges  as  a 
member,  however  humble,  of  the  great  family  of 
his  nation.  If,  therefore,  his  nation  sin  he  must 
share  in  the  common  punishment  of  that  sin,  as  he 

*  See  Amos  iii.  6. 
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has  shared  in  the  common  benefits  of  the  national 
prosperity.     But  whatever  he  may  thus  suffer  as  a 
righteous  member  of  an  unrighteous  people,  can- 
not Gk)D  fiilly  repay  him  for  it,  in  the  same  manner 
as  we  trust  He  did  from  the  beginning  to  righteous 
Abel,  by  taking  such  a  one  unto  Himself,   and 
making  his  spirit,  when  it  returns  to  Him,  a  com- 
panion of  the  holy  angels  around  His  throne? 
And  if  we  ponder  the  matter  iu  our  heart,  is  not 
this  very  tlung  a  further  proof  that  our  Gob  hath 
in  store  for  us  a  friture  state  where  we  shall  meet 
agaiD,  not  as  now  in  siu  and  infirmity,  but  such  as 
our  forefether  was,  pure,  uncorrupt,  and  guileless  ? 
"Why  then  wonder,  if  some  of  Q-qd's  more 
faithful  servants  suffer  tribulation  now  ?    They  are 
thereby,  doubtless,  working  God's  purposes,  and 
He  will  repay  them  in  His  own  good  time.     Be- 
lieve me,  Talmon,  as  the  Loed  liveth,  in  whom  I 
trust,  it  is  with  no  irreverent  eye  that   I  have 
endeavoured  to  look  into  these  deep  mysteries  of 
Q-od's  counsels.     *  The  secret  things  belong  unto 
the   LoED;'   but  if  He  has  graciously  revealed 
aught,  even  in  types  and  shadows  to  us,  shall  not 
the  eye  of  faith  gaze  upon  it,  and  endeavour, 
though  with  awe,   to   search   out    its   meaning? 
And  surely  it  cannot  be  unknown  to  Talmon  what 
wondrous  prophecies  of  future  times  have  been 
vouchsafed  in  our  own  days  to  our  kinsman  Daniel, 
whose  wisdom  is  proclaimed  to  the  uttermost  bor- 
ders of  the  land,  from  the  river  even  unto  the  sea. 
By  him  the  Loed  hath  declared  not  only  the  speedy 
fall  of  the  victorious  Babylon,  but  He  hath,  moreover, 
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spoken  clearly  of  a  kingdom  to  be  set  up  in  fiiture 
days  by  the  G-qd  of  heaven  Himself — a  *  kingdom 
that  shall  fill  the  whole  earth,  and  which  shall 
never  be  destroyed.'  Let  such  prospects  and  pro- 
mises of  fiiture  glory,  Talmon,  be  thy  support  in 
this  hour  of  distress,  as  I  have  ever  endeavoured 
to  make  them  my  stay  and  consolation.  For  the 
present,  think  whether  our  city  does  not  deserve 
punishment ;  and  if  so,  let  us  bow  our  necks  and 
submit  to  it.  If  we  seek  unto  our  Q-od  He  will 
even  yet  *  in  judgment  remember  mercy.'  Behold 
the  wife  of  thy  bosom,  and  the  children  yet  spared 
.  to  thee ;  and  for  their  sake  let  us  strive  by  all 
means  to  turn  away  the  fierce  anger  of  G-on  from 
our  city  and  from  ourselves.  As  for  me,  I  will  not 
cease  to  entreat  the  Loed  for  thee,  and  for  them, 
and  for  all  our  people.  *  Even  now,  O  Loud, 
according  to  all  Thy  righteousness,  I  beseech  Thee, 
let  Thine  anger  and  Thy  fury  be  turned  away  from 
Thy  city,  Jerusalem,  Thy  holy  mountain :  because 
for  our  sins,  and  for  the  iniquities  of  our  fathers, 
Jerusalem  and  Thy  people  are  become  a  reproach 
to  aU  that  are  about  us.  Now,  therefore,  O  our 
G-OD,  hear  the  prayer  of  Thy  servant,  and  his  sup- 
plications, and  cause  Thy  face  to  shine  upon  Thy 
sanctuary.'*  *  Have  mercy  upon  us,  O  Loed  G-qd 
of  all,  and  behold  us :  and  send  Thy  fear  upon  all 
the  nations  that  seek  not  after  Thee.  Lift  up  Thy 
hand  against  the  strange  nations,  and  let  them  see 
Thy  power.    As  Thou  wast  sanctified  in  us  before 

*  Daniel  ix.  16. 
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them,  80  be  Thou  magnified  among  them  before 
us.  And  let  them  know  Thee  as  we  have  known 
Thee,  that  there  is  no  God  but  only  Thou,  O  God. 
Show  new  signs,  and  make  other  strange  wonders : 
glorify  Thy  hand,  and  Thy  right  arm,  that  they 
may  set  forth  Thy  wondrous  works.  Eaise  up 
indignation  and  pour  out  wrath:  take  away  the 
adversary  and  destroy  the  enemy.  Make  the  time 
short,  remember  the  covenant,  and  let  them  declare 
Thy  wonderM  works :  smite  in  sunder  the  heads 
of  the  rulers  of  the  heathen  that  say.  There  is  none 
other  but  we.  Gather  all  the  tribes  of  Jacob  to- 
gether, and  inherit  Thou  them  as  from  the  begin- 
ning. O  LoBD,  have  mercy  upon  the  people  that 
is  called  by  Thy  name,  and  upon  Israel  whom 
Thou  hast  named  Thy  first-bom.  O  be  mercifiil 
unto  Jerusalem,  Thy  holy  city,  the  place  of  Thy 
rest.  riU  Sion  with  Thine  unspeakable  oracles, 
and  Thy  people  with  Thy  glory.  Give  testimony 
to  those  that  Thou  hast  possessed  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  raise  up  prophets  that  may  magnify 
Thine  oracles.  Eeward  them  that  wait  for  Thee, 
and  let  Thy  prophets  be  found  faithfiil.  O  Loed, 
hear  the  prayer  of  Thy  servants,  according  to  the 
blessing  of  Aaron  over  Thy  people,  that  all  they 
which  dwell  upon  the  earth  may  know  that  Thou 
art  the  Loed,  the  eternal  Qod,^  "* 

A  solemn  Amen  from  all  present  concluded  the 
fervent  prayer  of  G^daliah ;  and  with  many  tears, 
and  a  mind  relieved  and  lightened  by  the  discharge 

*  Ecclns.  xzzvi. 
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of  an  anxious  but  important  duty,  he  departed  with 
Berith  to  his  own  dwelling,  committing  the  issue 
of  his  words  and  exhortations  to  Him  who  can 
turn  the  heart  as  rivers  of  water  whithersoever  He 
wiU. 


Note. — In  connecting  Gedaliah's  freedom  from  idolatry 
with  his  supposed  custom  of  daily  reading  the  ScriptureSy  the 
author's  desire  has  been  to  put  his  character  prominently  for- 
ward as  a  practical  illustration  of  the  truth  contained  in  the 
following  extracts  from  three  different  authors. 

"A  strange  propensity  they  had  to  idolatry;  which  is  the 
more  wonderful  when  we  consider  that  this  nation,  which  was 
so  prone  to  idolatry,  when  they  had  so  tnany  prophets  among 
them  to  admonish  them  against  it,  were  not  at  all  incUned  to 
it  when  they  had  no  more  any  prophets  to  instruct  them,  nor 
any  miracles  wrought  among  them  ;  that  is,  after  their  return 
from  the  captivity  of  Babylon.        •        •        »        # 

*  *  The  best  account  that  I  am  able  to  give  of  this  is,  that  before 
the  captivity  sufficient  care  was  not  taken  f  A*  the  building  of 
synagogues  for  the  teaching  of  the  law,  if  there  was  any  at 
all ;  for  we  find  no  mention  of  them  in  these  books ;  whereas 
they  abounded  in  every  place  after  the  captivity ;  insomuch, 
that  the  Jews  say  there  were  several  hundreds  in  Jerusalem 
alone,  wherein  the  law  was  read  and  taught;  which  was  a 
most  powerful  means  to  keep  them  constant  to  the  religion 
they  professed." — Bishop  Patrick's  Commentary.  2  Chron. 
zxxvi.  15. 

'*  If  it  be  examined  into,  how  it  came  to  pass  that  the  Jews 
were  so  prone  to  idolatry  before  the  Babylonish  captivity,  and 
so  strongly  and  cautiously,  even  to  superstition,  fixed  against  it 
after  that  captivity,  the  true  reason  hereof  will  appear  to  be, 
that  they  had  the  law  and  the  prophets  every  week  constantly 
read  unto  them  after  that  captivity,  which  they  had  not  before. 
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For  before  that  captivity,  they  having  no  synagogues  for  pub- 
lic worship  or  public  instruction,  nor  any  places  to  resort  to 
for  either,  unless  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  or  the  cities  of  the 
Levites,  or  to  the  prophets,  when  God  was  pleased  to  send 
such  among  them;  for  want  hereof  great  ignorance  grew 
among  the  people ;  God  was  littie  known  among  them,  and 
His  laws  in  a  manner  wholly  forgotten.  And,  therefore,  as 
occasion  offered,  they  were  easily  drawn  into  all  the  super- 
stitious and  idolatrous  usages  of  the  neighbouring  nations  that 
lived  round  about  them,  till  at  length,  for  the  punishment 
hereof,  God  gave  them  up  to  a  dismal  destruction  in  the  Baby- 
lonish captivity/' — Dean  Prideaux's  Connection,  Vol.  I. 
p.  435. 

<<  From  the  surprise  and  alarm  which  a  discovery  of  the 
copy  of  the  original  law  created  in  king  Josiah  and  Hilkiah 
the  high-priest,  by  reference  to  which  they  learned  how  widely 
they  had  deviated  from  the  religion  of  their  ancestors,  we  find 
that  that  complex  system  of  sacred  legislation  had,  for  the  space 
of  one  generation  at  least  been  preserved  only  in  the  form  of 
general  oral  tradition.  In  this  last-mentioned  circumstance 
we  cannot  but  remark  the  striking  analogy  which  existed  be- 
tween the  neglect  of  the  written  law  of  Moses,  which  prevailed 
in  the  latter  period  of  the  Jevdsh  history  previous  to  the  cap- 
tivity, and  the  disregard  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  general, 
which  so  strongly  characterised  that  languid  and  worn-out 
state  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  which  immediately  preceded  the 
establishment  of  Protestantism.  It  was  not,  as  we  are  in- 
formed, until  the  second  year  after  his  entry  into  the  monas- 
tery of  Erfurt,  that  Luther  accidentally  met  with  a  Latin 
Bible,  and  commenced  that  study  of  original  revelation  which 
shortiy  afterwards  produced  such  important  effects  upon  man- 
kind ;  so  like  is  human  nature  in  all  ages  to  itself.'' — Shut- 
tleworth's  Consistency  of  Reason  and  Revelation,  p.  164. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark  that  as  the  Jews 
became  latterly  opposed  to  such  evil  customs,  ''  even  to 
superstition^*^  as  Dean  Prideauz  says  above,  so  Christians  too 
may  like  them,  while  avoiding  the  Romish  errors  of  burying 
the  Scriptures  in  darkness,  run  into  the  opposite  extreme  of 
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regudmg  Scrqptnre,  (each  man  or  pazty  for  themsetresy)  as 
tlieir  sole  gaide,  independently  of  Chnrdi  antkority,  minis- 
terial assistance,  or  any  other  of  God's  own  appointed  means 
and  channels  of  instruction.  **  No  man/'  says  Dean  Jackson, 
(VoL  VI.  p.  165,)  *'  not  surprised  with  a  Jewish  slmnber,  bnt 
may  clearly  see  how  many  amongst  ns  place  a  great  part  of 
religion  in  being  as  extremely  contrary  to  die  Romish  Chnrdi, 
as  these  later  Jews  were  to  die  idolatry  or  superstition  of  the 
heathen  or  their  forefa^iers.  Now,  if  diis  xealof  contrariety  to 
Romish  superstition  be  but  equal  to  the  like  zeal  in  the  Jews, 
the  hypocrisy,  which  is  the  resultance  of  such  misguided  zeal, 
must  needs  be  more  malignant ;  and  easy  it  were  if  place  and 
time  did  permit,  to  demonstrate  how  these  men  condemn 
themselves  by  judging  the  Romish  doctrine  and  discipline  in 
her  grossest  errors  and  practices:  antarctics  they  are,  and 
think  they  can  never  be  &r  enough  firom  the  north  pole,  until 
Ihey  run  from  it  unto  the  south  pole,  and  pitch  their  habitation 
in  a  terra  incognita,  in  a  world  and  Church  unknown  to  the 
andents,  and  I  fear  unto  themselves." 


CHAPTEE  XIV. 


<'  Of  all  external  experiments,  the  most  firm  and  solid,  for 
assuring  the  truth  of  these  divine  oracles  unto  our  souls,  are 
gathered  from  the  revolution  of  states  or  God's  judgmeotB 
upon  several  lands  and  peoples.  In  the  observation  of  ^diidi 
the  continual  story  of  the  Jewish  nation  doth  best  direct  us." 
—Jackson's  Works.  Vol.  I.  Part  2.  Sec.  3. 


CHAPTEEXIV. 

**  First,  Moloch,  horrid  king,  besmeared  with  blood 
Of  human  sacrifice  and  parents'  tears ; 
Though  for  the  noise  of  drums  and  timbrels  loud, 
Thdr  diildren's  cries  unheard,  that  passed  through  fire 
To  his  grim  idpL    Him  the  Ammonite 
Worshipped  in  Babba  and  her  watery  plain, 
In  Argob  and  in  Baaan,  to  the  stream 
Of  utmost  Amon.    Nor  content  with  such 
Audacious  neighbourhood,  the  wisest  heart 
Of  Solomon  he  led  by  fraud  to  build 
His  temple  right  against  the  temple  of  God, 
On  that  opprobrious  hill ;  and  made  his  grove 
The  pleasant  valley  of  Hinnom,  Tophet  thence 
And  black  Gehenna  called,  the  type  of  hell." 

Paradise  Lostt  Book  I. 

As  the  mommg  broke,  and  the  light  of  day  once 
more  lifted  the  grey  veil  of  mist  with  which  nature 
like  a  maiden  had  screened  herself  during  the 
hours  of  retirement — as  Judah's  hills  and  vales 
refreshed  and  yet  glistening  with  the  cooling  dews 
of  night,  were  again  gradually  unfolded  to  the 
view,  how  many  an  anxious  eye  was  turned,  as  it 
had  so  often  been  before,  towards  the  encampment 
and  various  outposts  of  the  besieging  host  1 
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Might  not  the  past  night  have  at  length  brought 
the  much  wished  for  event  ?  Might  not  the  stroke 
of  the  destroying  angel,  so  long  withheld,  have  at 
last  descended  and  have  left  only  the  dead  bodies 
of  their  foes  to  mark  his  progress  ?  Might  not  a 
panic  from  the  Lord  have  caused  them  to  fly 
hastily,  as  they  did,  in  the  days  of  Joram,  from 
Samaria ;  and  might  not  the  sound  of  abundance 
be  again  ready  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  £Eiinish- 
ing?  or,  lastly,  might  not  the  morning  sun  be 
already  reflected  on  the  advancing  bucklers  and 
spears  of  their  Egyptian  allies  ?  But  in  vain  was 
the  earnest  look  directed  to  the  hills  of  the  south. 
No  friendly  hosts  were  seen  advancing,  or  winding 
among  the  mountain  passes,  as  the  dreams  of  the 
night  had  fondly  pictured,  and  as  the  voices  of  the 
false  prophets  had  daily  promised.  No  change  was 
discernible  in  the  tents  or  posts  of  the  besiegers. 
To-day  was  to  be  as  yesterday,  or  perhaps  worse ; 
and,  with  a  heart  sickening  at  the  hope — once  more 
deferred,  the  lips  half  unconsciously  exclaimed,  ero 
the  sun  had  scarce  risen  upon  the  earth,  "  "Would 
God  it  were  night." 

On  many,  indeed,  the  night  of  death  had  closed ; 
and  the  mother,  who  had  lain  her  down,  trusting 
that  rest  might  restore  to  herself  and  her  famished 
infant  that  strength  which  long-continued  hunger 
had  impaired,  awoke  to  find  that  she  was  clasping 
to  her  bosom  only  a  lifeless  corpse.*    To  others,  as 


*  "  On  one  side  was  lying  dead  the  wife  of  a  Portngaese 
soldier,  with  an  infant  at  her  breast,  from  which  the  little 
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with  the  returning  mom  there  necessarily  returned 
also  the  renewed  consciousness  of  yesterday's 
losses  and  bereavements,  day  seemed  to  be  only  a 
signal  for  commencing  afresh  those  sorrows  and 
lamentations  which  night  had  partially  suspended. 
In  the  parent's  bosom  the  aching  void,  which  had 
been  left  by  the  bitter  memory  of  the  past,  was  far 
from  beiDg  filled  up  or  alleviated  by  the  present 
prospects  of  the  helpless  survivors.  Even  where 
conscious  guilt  added  no  sting  of  remorse  for 
having  been  the  cause,  immediate  or  remote,  of 
such  misfortunes  to  others,  yet  the  trial  was  a  hard 
one;  but  naturally  tenfold  more  hard  and  severe 
where  such  ingredients  were  found  mingled  in  the 
cup  of  reflection. 

As  Talmon  stood  that  morning  on  the  spacious 
level  terrace  which  formed  the  roof  of  his  house, 
commanding,  by  its  elevated  situation  on  the  brow 
of  mount  Zion,  a  panoramic  view  of  the  holy  city 
and  its  neighbourhood,  various  and  contending 
feelings  filled  his  heart.  He  cast  his  eyes  rapidly 
around ;  the  objects  familiar  to  him  from  his  infancy 
met  his  view ;  yet,  in  some  way,  he  knew  not  how, 
they  bore  a  different  aspect  in  his  eyes  from  what 
they  had  ever  done  before.  A  warning  whisper 
was  heard  within,  stifle  it  as  he  would,  that  a 
change,  a  mighty  change  was  about  to  pass  over 
all  he  now  beheld.     Though  transient  thoughts  on 

orphan  vainly  tried  to  extract  its  accustomed  nourishmenf — 
Life  of  a  Soldier.  Vol.  II.  p.  57.  See  Stretton's  Classic 
Parallels. 

e2 
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the  subject  had  occurred  to  him  before,  yet  he  had 
always  succeeded  hitherto  in  quickly  banishing 
them  from  his  mind.  They  had  glanced  off  as  a 
random  shaft  from  the  burnished  corslet  of  steel, 
leaving  scarcely  a  trace  of  its  contact  with  the  hard 
and  polished  surface.  But  now  the  first  arrow  of 
conviction  seemed  to  have  buried  itself  in.  his 
breast ;  and  he  gazed  again,  as  at  sunset  the  eye 
gazes  intently  on  the  glories  of  the  western  sky, 
knowiQg  that  they  must  so  soon  fade  and  be  suc- 
ceeded by  the  shades  of  night. 

From  the  elevated  and  commanding  point  on 
which  he  stood  the  entire  city  was  to  be  seen, 
seated  on  her  mountain  throne,  before  him.  On 
his  right  and  left,  without  the  walls,  gigantic  hills 
bounded  the  view,  standing  like  watchful  guardians 
on  either  side  to  protect  their  royal  mistress. 
Directly  before  him,  towards  the  north,  the  distant 
ridges  of  Ephraim  were  indistinctly  visible,  sofbened 
and  blended  in  the  haze  of  morning,  while  nearer, 
the  hill  country  of  Benjamin  boldly  reared  its  nu- 
merous summits,  severally  catching  on  their  eastern 
faces  the  warm  tint  of  the  sun's  earliest  rays. 
G^raduaUy  and  gently  sloping  upwards  from  among 
these  lulls  rose  the  comparatively  level,  but  yet 
broken  promontory,  on  the  southern  extremity  of 
which  stood  the  holy  city.  Shaped  and  moulded, 
as  if  for  the  very  purpose,  by  the  hand  of  nature, 
its  appearance  was  at  once  imposing  and  majestic, 
as  well  as  characteristic  and  singular.  On  the 
eastern  and  western  sides  it  was  bounded  by  deep 
valleys,  which  grew  more  and  more  steep  and  preci- 
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pitoiis  as  they  continued  their  course  southwards. 
These  become  united  at  length  by  one  broad  and 
deep  ravine,  which  runs  almost  directly  across 
from  east  to  west,  having  the  bold,  bluff  headland 
of  mount  Zion  towering  over  it  from  a  dizzy 
height  above. 

Nestled  thus  among  her  native  hills,  Jerusalem 
might  have  been  compared  to  an  eagle  looking 
down  from  her  eyry  with  scorn  upon  any  who 
dared  approach  her  with  hostile  intentions.  And 
had  the  true  Eock  of  her  strength  been  with  her 
she  might,  doubtless,  have  done  so.  But  now, 
those  very  hills  and  valleys,  the  fortifications  which 
nature  had  given  her,  seemed  to  conspire  together, 
and  cry  out  against  her  in  a  language  too  easily 
intelligible  to  the  guilty  conscience.  Did  Talmon 
turn  his  eyes  towards  the  east,  he  beheld  as  of  old 
that  well-known  mount,  with  its  triple  summit, 
gently  sloping  down  beneath  its  shady  olive  groves 
towards  the  bed  of  the  brook  Kedron.  But  he  saw 
also  placed  as  though  in  full  view  of  the  temple  of 
Jehovah,  if  not  in  rivalry  of  it,  the  shrines  dedi- 
cated to  Milcom  and  to  Chemosh,  the  abominations 
of  Ammon  and  of  Moab.  For  generations  they 
had  remained,  in  bold  effrontery,  feeing  the  holy 
mountain  of  Moriah,  and,  together  with  it  forming 
as  it  were  a  second  EbaL  and  Gerizim  to  the 
Jewish  nation — ^as  though  man  in  his  blindness 
and  wilfulness  had  determined  not  to  suffer  Gon 
to  establish  the  blessing  without  the  accompanying 
curse. 

Beared  by  the  hand  of  the  same  royal  architect, 
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to  whom,  even  in  preference  to  the  son  of  Jesse, 
the  honour  had  been  granted  of  building  a  house 
for  Jehovah  the  Loed  of  hosts,  those  idolatrous 
temples  had  stood,  from  the  time  of  Solomon  to 
that  of  Josiah,  a  monument  of  Judah's  infidelity, 
even  earlier  than  the  idols  of  Israel  in  Dan  and 
Bethel.  Judah,  though  the  younger  of  those  two 
"lewd sisters"* in  age,  had  been  the  elder  in  trans- 
gression. And  though  Josiah,  in  his  pious  zeal, 
had  dismantled  them,  yet  their  ruins  still  told  a 
tale  of  long-cherished  national  sin — of  sin  so  fer 
from  beiug  repented  of  that  the  demolition  of 
those  buLldiugs  on  the  spot  where  they  first  stood 
seemed  to  have  been  only  a  signal  for  transferring 
them  to  places  more  holy  still,  by  their  more  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  to  the  Temple  of  Jehovah. 
To  the  eye  of  the  imagination  indeed  it  might  al- 
most have  appeared  as  if  those  impious  shrines  had 
been  themselves  demolished  only  in  order  that  their 
countless  fragments  might,  by  some  enchanter's 
art,  become  each  a  fresh  and  distinct  object  of  for- 
bidden worship  in  the  streets  and  dwellings  of  the 
idolatrous  city. 

At  that  very  moment  the  beams  of  the  rising 
sun  were  intercepted  from  Talmon's  view  by  one  of 
those  forbidden  structures  erected  but  lately  on  his 
own  housetop.  It  was  a  bitter  stroke  of  conscience 
which  shot  through  his  bosom  as  the  recollection 
of  G-edaliah's  words  of  the  preceding  evening  flashed 
just  then  across  his  memory.     He  turned  hastily 

•  Ezekiel  xxiii.  4. 
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away  jBrom  that  which  had  suggested  the  paioftil 
idea,  and  his  eye  now  rested  on  the  valley  of  the 
son  of  Hinnom.  It  lay  ahnost  at  his  feet  as  he 
looked  towards  the  mountains  which  bounded  Je- 
rusalem on  the  south.  On  the  steep  sides  of  the 
valley  a  few  straggling  goats  were  browsing  in  the 
quiet  and  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  gifts  of 
nature  and  of  liberty — those  very  gifts  so  highly 
valued  by  man,  and  yet  of  which  he  so  often  madly 
robs  himself.  In  the  midst  of  creation's  bounties, 
he,  the  lord  of  all,  is  too  frequently  by  his  own 
fault  unable  to  avail  himself  of  them,  while  others, 
his  inferiors,  even  the  beasts  intended  for  his  ser- 
vice, seem  in  his  stead  enjoying  undisputed  posses- 
sion of  them.  They  have  no  sting  of  remorse 
within  to  embitter  their  Maker's  richest  blessings, 
no  pride  or  blind  ambition  respecting  themselves, 
no  gnawing  sense  of  guilt  for  wilful  misery  caused 
to  others.  On  the  contrary,  how  does  their  un- 
conscious yet  contented  and  peaceful  state,  coupled 
as  it  is  with  comparative  freedom  from  the  vicissi- 
tudes which  befall  their  superior  but  fellow  creature 
man,  seem  sometimes  to  make  them  the  objects 
even  of  envy  to  us ; — ^how  does  it  reproach  us,  like 
the  innocent  mirth  of  young  children,  who  continue 
their  sports  in  the  very  hour  of  domestic  calamity, 
insensible  of  the  sorrows  which  are  weighing  down 
the  hearts  of  their  nearest  Mends,*  and  seeming 

*  **  But  thou  wert  then,  my  son,  a  playful  child. 
Wondering  at  grief,  gay,  innocent,  and  wild, 
Listening  at  times  to  thy  poor  mother's  sighs 
With  curious  looks  and  innocent  surprise/' 

Crabbb's  Jewe  and  Co7in. 
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to  remind  us  tbat  their  instinctiye  reliance  npon 
the  protection  of  a  kind  Providence,  helpless  as 
they  may  appear  to  be,  does  more  for  them  than 
all  our  boasted  resources  of  reason  and  calculation, 
and  human  wisdom,  can  do  for  us.* 

Unaided  by  a  higher  arm,  little  indeed,  we  must 
acknowledge,  is  all  which  frail  man  can  effect  for 
his  own  safety  and  weU-being.  But  in  Judah's 
case  there  was  One  whose  care  for  His  people 
"neither  slumbered  nor  slept" — who,  had  they  but 
permitted  Him,  would  have  stood  round  about 
them  even  as  those  guardian  hills  stood  round 
about  Jerusalem.  Of  this  Talmon  was  weU  aware ; 
and  such  a  thought  would  once  have  been  but  too 
welcome  to  his  heart ;  but  it  was  so  no  longer.  As 
he  watched  for  a  moment  the  straggling  herd  in 
the  distance,  bounding  from  crag  to  crag,  he  sighed 
deeply,  and  felt  involuntarily  the  painful  contrast 
between  their  unrestricted  happy  state  and  that  of 

•  "  I  met  a  fairy  child,  whose  golden  hair 

Around  her  sunny  face  in  clusters  hung ; 

And  as  she  wove  her  king-cup  chain  she  sung 
Her  household  melodies — those  strains  that  bear 
The  hearer  back  to  Eden.     Surely  ne'er 

A  brighter  vision  blest  my  dreams.     *  Whose  child 

Art  thou,'  I  said,  *  sweet  girl  ?'     In  accent  mild 
She  answered,  *  Mother^ 8 J    When  I  questioned  *  Where 
Her  dwelling  was,'  again  she  answered  *  Home.* 

*  Mother  I*  and  *  Home  /'     O,  blessed  ignorance  ! 

Or  rather,  blessed  knowledge !  What  advance 
Further  than  this  shall  all  the  years  to  come, 

With  all  their  lo*e  effect  ?    There  are  but  given 

Two  names  of  higher  note — Father  and  Heaven,*^ 

Church  Poetry, 
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those  who  had  once  been  their  masters.  Freedom 
was  now  in  Judah  only  an  empty  name.  The  sad 
alternative  left  to  himself  and  his  feUow  citizens 
was  but  death  by  the  sword  or  bondage  to  the  foe. 

But  again  his  eye  was  arrested  by  a  familiar  ob- 
ject, which  summoned  up  many  an  association  of 
past  days.  The  road  which  led  to  his  possessions 
at  Beth-haccerem  wound  along  the  slope  and  over 
the  simmiit  of  those  hills  on  which  he  was  gazing, 
and  in  thought  he  quickly  travelled  once  more  along 
each  turn  and  bend  of  that  weU-known  track.  A 
few  moments  more,  and  he  was  in  imagination 
wandering  again  among  his  terraced  vineyards  in 
the  mountains  of  Tekoa.  But,  anon,  the  paUid, 
grief-worn  features  of  a  certain  widowed  face, 
which  had  met  his  view  on  the  preceding  day  at 
the  gate  of  Benjamia,  presented  themselves  to  his 
mind's  eye,  and  he  shrunk  instinctively,  as  it  were, 
from  further  thought. 

There  are  times  when,  perhaps,  for  some  wise 
but  mysterious  purpose  conscience  seems  to  be  en- 
dued with  double  life,  and  sternly  to  assert  for 
a  while,  at  least  in  the  way  of  reproach  and  admo- 
nition, her  rightful  dominion  over  the  other  facul- 
ties of  the  mind.  It  may  possibly  be  her  last 
convulsive  effort — ^the  final  though  iavoluntary  act 
of  that  self-judgment  here,  which,  if  but  rightly 
exercised,  is  mercifully  intended  to  prepare  us 
for  passing  safely  through  that  judgment  here- 
after. If  it  be  true,  as  it  has  been  asserted,  that 
G^OD  seldom  sends  actual  and  heavy  calamities 
without  specimens  of  them  beforehand,  to  warn  ub 
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of,  and  to  arert  if  possible,  the  final  stroke,  so  too  it 
may  happen  with  the  reproaches  of  a  guilty  con- 
science. The  keen  remorse  which  is  sooner  or  later 
destined  to  foUow  upon  hardened  transgression 
comes  not  without  having  given  us  such  foretastes 
of  its  bitterness  as  may  induce  us  to  make  an  ear- 
nest effort  to  save  ourselves  from  the  necessity  of 
draining  the  fatal  cup  to  the  dregs. 

Each  successive  object  on  which  Talmon  gazed 
that  morning  seemed  to  be  but  a  fresh  weapon  in 
the  hand  of  his  inward  monitor  wherewith  to  crush 
every  cheering  idea  as  quickly  as  thought  could 
give  it  birth.  His  eye  now  suddenly  glanced 
downwards  from  that  mountain  path,  and  rested  on 
the  vaUey  beneath — ^the  vaUey  of  Ben-Hinnom. 
Uniting  itself  at  the  south-eastern  angle  of  the 
city  with  that  of  Jehoshaphat,  they  form  together  a 
spacious  hoUow  or  basin,  well  watered  by  fountains 
as  well  as  by  the  brook  Kedron.  The  Kedron 
winds  through  it  after  having  passed  by  the  eastern 
foot  of  mount  Moriah,  and  thenceforward  following 
the  course  of  the  united  valleys  in  a  south-eastemly 
direction  empties  itself  into  the  Dead  Sea  or  lake 
of  Sodom.  Irresistibly  as  the  deep  but  noiseless 
current  carries  down  whatever  is  left  floating  on  its 
surface,  sweeping  alike  around  projecting  headlands 
and  retiring  bays,  so  by  some  unseen  influence  Tal- 
mon found  himself,  even  against  his  will,  rapidly 
following  in  thought  the  onward  course  of  Kedron's 
brook,  winding,  as  it  advanced,  among  hiUs,  whose 
overlapping  slopes  quickly  hid  its  channel  from  hid 
sight.     In  vain  did  he  endeavour  to  arrest  his  at- 
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tention  and  fix  it  on  some  of  the  fflmilmr  objects 
which  lay  nearer  to  him  in  the  same  direction.  The 
royal  gardens,  once  conspicuous  for  their  beauty 
and  extent,  the  pool  of  Siloam,  the  pillar  of  Absa- 
lom, were  but  momentary  objects  of  regard  as  they 
successively  met  his  eye.  They  were  alike  unable, 
much  as  he  himself  desired  it,  to  divert  by  any  as- 
sociations which  they  could  suggest  the  present 
headstrong  current  of  his  mind.  Fain  would  he 
have  lingered  in  reflection  on  the  days  when  the 
royal  hand  that  wielded  the  yet  undivided  sceptre  of 
Judah  and  of  Israel  planned  and  planted  those  fair 
arbours  and  parterres.  Gladly  would  he  in  imagi- 
nation have  indulged  the  fond  hope  of  such  days 
again  returning  to  the  daughter  of  Judah.  But 
not  even  such  imaginary  consolation  was  he  allowed 
at  that  hour  to  enjoy.  Together  with  every  such 
picture  of  the  past  that  he  attempted  to  draw  were 
mingled  visions  of  other  cities,  too,  which  had  once 
basked  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity,  whose  "  land 
had  been  well  watered  every  where,  even  as  the 
garden  of  the  Loed,*'  but  in  whose  daughters,  to- 
gether with  fiilness  of  bread,  there  was  found 
pride  and  abundance  of  idleness,  neither  did  they 
strengthen  the  hand  of  the  poor  and  needy."*  A 
few  miles  only  from  the  spot  on  which  he  stood, 
Kedron's  pure  stream  was  lost  in  the  bitter  and 
sulphureous  waters  which  covered  the  ruins  of  those 
once  flourishing  "  cities  of  the  plain." 

"  Surely,"  said  a  voice  within,  "surely  there  is 

•  Ezekiel  xvi.  49. 
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a  God  that  judgeth  the  earth" — a  voice,  which 
though  stiQ  and  small,  could  not  be  hushed,  but 
which  seemed  to  ask  next  what  meant  those  many 
mounds  and  hOlocks  scattered  up  and  down  before 
hiTTi  in  the  deep  vaQey  of  the  son  of  Hinnom.  Time 
was  when  a  single  heap  of  unhewn  stones  kindled 
in  a  moment  the  flames  of  honest  indignation  in 
Israel  against  the  two  tribes  of  their  brethren  that 
had  thus  dared  to  offend.*  Nor  was  the  fire  of 
holy  jealousy  extinguished  until  every  unhallowed 
purpose  had  been  resolutely  disavowed ;  and  that, 
too,  in  the  presence  of  the  assembled  hosts,  whose 
uplifted  hands  were  ready  in  behalf  of  Gtod's  ho- 
nour, to  imbrue  themselves  in  kindred  blood. 

But  these  were  days  "  when  Ephraim  spake 
trembling,  and  exalted  himself  in  Israel ;"  when 
trials  and  struggles  were  still  the  portion  of  the 
sons  of  Jacob  ;  nor  had  they  yet  had  leisure, 
through  abundance  of  bread  and  through  idleness 
to  corrupt  themselves — ^when,  moreover,  the  re- 
membrance of  the  waste  howling  wilderness,  the 
land  of  great  drought,  was  stiQ  fresh  and  recent 
in  their  minds.  Since  those  days  they  had  inhe- 
rited goodly  cities  erected  by  others'  labour,  wells 
digged  which  they  digged  not,  vineyards  and  olive 
trees  which  they  planted  not.  And  so  those  for- 
mer days  and  the  warning  accompanying  them, 
"When  these  things  come  to  pass  see  that  thou 
forsake  not  the  Loed  thy  G-od,**  had  been  alike 
forgotten.   That  which  the  banks  of  Jordan,  by  the 

*  Joshua  xxii.  16. 
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altar  of  testimony  and  by  the  assembled  and  de- 
voted hosts  under  their  leader  Joshua,  had  dis- 
owned and  protested  against,  it  was  destined  for 
the  valley  of  Tophet,  sheltered  as  it  was  beneath 
the  very  wing  and  shadow  of  the  sanctuary,  to  har- 
bour and  cherish  in  its  bosom.  Many  an  altar- 
mound  shamelessly  reared  its  idolatrous  head  to 
Moloch's  honour  in  that  hallowed  spot ;  and  the 
voices  of  the  children,  whose  expiring  shrieks  rose 
above  the  crackling  flames  and  the  discordant 
shouts  of  those  demon  orgies,  had  ere  now  come  up 
into  the  ears  of  him  whose  eyes  were  at  that  mo- 
ment held  riveted  to  the  weU-known  scenes  of  such 
inhuman  enormities. 

It  was  a  dark  hour  for  Talmon.  Every  object 
around  seemed  to  combine  against  his  peace.  In 
characters  too  legible  to  be  mistaken  "  bitter  things 
were  written"  against  him.  The  crimes  of  his  na- 
tion Talmon,  though  personally  innocent  of  many 
of  them,  yet  as  a  member  of  that  nation,  and  espe- 
cially as  a  prince  and  a  counsellor,  dared  not  dis- 
avow. Nay,  more,  he  could  not  disguise  from 
himself  the  manner  in  which  he  had  lately  used 
that  power  and  influence  which  as  a  prince  he  pos- 
sessed. The  same  voice  within,  as  before,  seemed 
to  inquire,  had  he  employed  it  to  discountenance 
that  open  idolatry  and  those  impious  rites  which 
the  vaUey  now  before  him  had  so  often  witnessed  ? 
Had  he,  Phinehas-Uke,  raised  hand  or  voice  against 
the  crimes  for  which  the  plague  was  even  already 
gone  forth  among  his  people  ?  Had  he,  like  the 
prophet  Urijah,  braved  the  threats  of  powerful  and 
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malicious  enemies,  and  resisted  even  unto  blood  ? 
Had  he  been  reaUy  "valiant  for  the  truth"  in  any 
way  ?  Alas !  no,  answered  that  inward  monitor, 
who  stiU  held  him  in  unwilling  conversation  and 
communion  within  himself.  Even  if  he  had  for- 
borne in  earlier  years  to  partake  in  such  pro&na- 
tions  against  the  faith  of  his  fathers,  yet  not  only 
had  he  gone  backwards  in  this  respect  of  late,  but 
there  were  also  other  evil  practices  against  man,  if 
not  towards  God,  of  which  he  could  not  but  fed 
consciously  guilty,  and  which  as  betokening  some- 
thing hollow  and  unsound  withia  were  sufficient  to 
account  first  for  supiaeness  and  then  for  actual 
transgression  in  other  poiats. 

Talmon's  spirit  simk  within  him.  Never  before 
had  these  things  appeared  to  him  in  so  clear  and 
collected  a  view.  But  during  the  past  night  they 
had  haunted  his  rest,  and  the  bright  beams  of 
morning  had  rather  strengthened  than  dispelled 
their  influence  upon  his  miad.  Life  itself  seemed 
to  have  become  a  burthen  too  heavy  to  bear ;  and 
but  for  those  who  could  still  claim  from  hirry  the 
protection  due  from  a  husband  and  a  father,  he 
could  at  that  moment  have  wished  that  he  had  been 
laid  in  peace  in  the  same  quiet  resting  place  to 
which  he  had  seen  his  youthful  son  prematurely 
consigned  on  the  preceding  day. 

A  deep-drawn  sigh,  by  which  his  bosom  seemed 
struggling  to  disburthen  itself  of  some  portion  of 
its  heavy  load,  was  suddenly  checked  by  Talmon's 
feeling  a  hand  laid  familiarly  on  his  shoulder,  ac- 
companied by  the  salutation  of  a  voice  too  well 
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known  to  be  for  a  moment  mistaken.  "  "Why  tar- 
ries the  champion  of  the  princes'  cause  alone  on 
his  housetop,"  asked  Shephatiah,  "while  his  troop 
are  at  their  post  waiting  their  leader's  command  ? 
The  captain  of  the  Bethlehem  gate  was  not  wont 
to  be  the  hindermost  in  the  field  or  on  the  fortress. 
And  why  this  gloomy,  clouded  brow,  Tahnon? 
Have  any  fresh  or  threatening  tidings  from  our 
foes  reached  the  ears  of  the  princes  ?" 

After  a  moment's  pause  Tahnon  replied,  "  Dost 
thou  ask,  Shephatiah,  why  my  countenance  is  sad  ? 
Yesterday,  at  this  hour,  had  I  not  a  son  in  youth 
and  health?  That  son  the  arrows  of  the  Baby- 
lonians have  robbed  me  of.  Need  a  father's  ears 
have  bitterer  tidings  than  these  ?"  "  The  heathen 
tyrants — the  blood-thirsty  strangers!"  said  She- 
phatiah, himself  as  glad  to  find  so  ready  a  topic  on 
which  at  once  to  enter,  as  Tahnon  was  to  disguise 
from  a  companion  in  gmlt  the  risiags  of  remorse 
that  had  been  struggling  within  him  for  a  hearing. 

"  Then,  by  the  altar  of  Malcham,  let  a  father's 
arm  be  bared  in  vengeance  upon  the  oppressors 
of  his  country  and  the  murderers  of  his  child !" 
"  The  arm,"  said  Tahnon,  "that  has  been  so  often 
raised  against  them  shaU  not  be  drawn  back  in  the 
day  of  battle.  Would  that  its  might  were  tenfold 
what  it  is !  for  fuUy,  we  fear,  Shephatiah,  will  our 
cause  require  aU  the  efforts  which  we  can  make  for 
its  support."  "And  if  it  be  so,"  replied  Shepha- 
tiah, "  wiU  Tahnon  be  the  person  to  bring  an  evil 
report  upon  it  by  breathing  such  iU-omened  words 
as  *  fear' — ^he  who  but  a  few  hours  since  charged 
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the  traitor  prophet  openly  with  his  dastard  cowufdly 
designs  ?" 

"  The  tongue  that  charges  Talmon  with  fear," 
replied  he,  "  shall  need  a  ready  hand  to  prove  its 
words.  I  fear  not  for  myself,  Shephatiah.  Death 
shall  find  me  in  the  foremost  of  the  battle ;  and 
were  it  not  for  others'  sake,  I  had  fain  it  had  found 
me  there  this  day.  But  a  husband  and  a  father 
has  more  than  himself  to  care  for.  Yesterday  I 
feared  not  for  the  safety  of  one  ia  whose  behalf 
fears  are  now  superfluous.  But  a  worse  fate  than 
that  of  death  by  the  weapon  of  a  foe  may  await  the 
widowed  mother  and  the  improtected  maiden. 
Would  God  my  life  might  ensure  or  purehase 
their  safety !  Pardon  the  yearnings  and  emotions 
of  a  parent's  heart,  Shephatiah.  May  happier 
times  yet  prove  in  your  own  case  the  strength  of 
such  feelings,  not  by  bitterness,  even  in  anticipa- 
tion, such  as  miae,  but  by  experience  of  their 
richest  joys.  Never  have  my  Ups  before,  or  to  any 
other  ear,  breathed  so  much  as  now  to  yours.  And 
henceforth  be  there  a  seal  upon  them.  They  shall 
utter  no  more  such  words.  But  charge  me  not  with 
fear." — "  Let  my  right  hand,"  replied  Shephatii^ 
"  forget  her  cunning,  and  my  right  arm  its  might  in 
the  day  of  battle,  if  I  ever  doubted  that  Talmon  was 
among  the  foremost  in  valour  of  all  the  princes 
of  Judah.  But  how  shall  we  not  be  the  more 
careM  lest  we  lose  such  a  one  fi*om  our  counsels 
or  from  our  ranks  ?  Should  we  not  have  wrought 
&lsehood  against  our  own  cause,  if  we  had  not 
sent,  as  I  have  now  been  sent  by  Seraiah  and  our 
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noble  confederates  to  inquire  why  so  brave  a  leader 
of  our  hosts  is  absent  from  our  company  ?  While 
there  is  treachery  abroad  must  not  the  friends  of 
our  holy  city  be  watchful  for  its  safely?  Does 
Talmon  assuredly  know  that  the  decree  of  the  king 
is  again  reversed,  and  the  designs  of  the  princes 
defeated  touching  the  prophet,  the  son  of  Hilkiah  P 
Let  the  life  of  the  Ethiopian  stranger  answer  for  it, 
if  it  be  found  that  his  advice  has  been  as  forward  in 
persuading  the  king  as  his  hand  has  been  in  deli- 
vering the  traitor  from  the  dimgeon.  But  we  will 
not  thus  be  disheartened,  Tahnon.  We  will  yet 
drive  the  proud  Babylonian  from  beneath  our  walls. 
In  spite  of  our  foes  at  home  and  abroad,  our  coun- 
try shall  yet  again  flourish  like  a  cedar  of  Libanus  ; 
and  the  prophet's  burdens  and  visions  of  sorrow  shall 
vanish  like  the  mist  which  is  now  rolling  away  be- 
fore the  sun  from  yonder  mountain  sides. 

"Look  around,  Talmon;  mark  well  our  city's 
lofty  bulwarks;  tell  her  towers.  Why  gaze  so 
sadly  and  so  steadfastly  on  the  valley  of  the  son  of 
Hinnom  ?  Look  upwards  and  behold  the  fortress 
of  the  city  of  David,  towering  above  the  steep 
sides  of  Zion,  and  bearing,  as  a  queen  bears  her 
diadem,  the  Hon  of  Judah  on  the  standard  that 
floats  proudly  over  her  battlements.  Shall  that 
honoured  banner  be  defiled  or  torn  by  heathen 
hands,  Talmon?  Believe  it  not.  Bel  shall  first 
be  bowed  to  the  earth,  and  his  servants  shall  either 
fiJl  by  our  swords,  or  like  the  Assyrian  in  former 
times,  they  shall  perish  together  in  a  moment  by 
the  blast  of  the  destroying  angel. 
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"And  yonder  holy  temple,  Tahnon,  that  has 
stood  since  the  days  of  Solomon,  shall  this,  the 
very  seat  of  Jehotah,  the  pride  of  all  the  earth, 
be  given  as  stubble  to  the  flames  ?  Would  that 
the  men  of  Anathoth  had  accomplished  their  de- 
sign* upon  that  deceiver  who  dares  cast  such  blas- 
phemous forebodings  in  our  teeth.  Have  not  our 
prophets  foretold  the  speedy  return  even  of  those 
holy  vessels  of  the  temple  which  our  enemies  hold 
in  their  possession — ^but  which  they  have  never  yet 
dared  so  much  as  to  use  for  profane  and  unholy 
purposes  ?  WeU  for  them,  verily,  if  those  vesselB 
prove  not  to  their  nation  what  the  ark  proved  to 
Dagon  and  the  Philistines,  the  source  of  deadly 
plagues  and  calamities.  Let  seers  rave  then,  Tal- 
mon,  and  adversaries  rage  against  us.  They  have 
oftentimes  done  so  heretofore ;  but  the  temple  of 
the  LoBD  is  stiU  our  own ;  and  who  is  he  that  shall 
prevail  against  it  ?  " 

Talmon  had  turned  towards  the  temple  during 
the  latter  part  of  Shephatiah's  address ;  and  the 
sight  of  it,  together  with  Shephatiah's  deceitful 
but  plausible  arguments  had  begun  to  rekindle  the 
spark  of  hope  within  him.  To  the  eye  cheering 
and  impressive  indeed  was  the  view  which  presented 
itself  from  the  elevated  point  where  Talmon  stood. 
At  a  little  distance  from  mount  Zion,  towards  the 
north-east,  lay  ranged,  in  fair  and  beauteous  order, 
on  the  Commanding  but  level  summit  of  mount 
Moriah,  the  vast  pile  of  buildings,  which  with  its 

*  See  Jeremiah  xi  21. 
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spacious  courts,  its  sbady  colonnades,  and  no- 
ble gateways,  composed  the  far-famed  temple  of 
Jehoyah.  Standing  distinct  i&^m  the  rest,  even  of 
the  holy  city,  though  itself  stiU  an  iategral  portion 
of  the  isolated  promontory  on  which  Jerusalem 
was  built.  Mount  Moriah  rose  with  graceful  and 
stately  grandeur.  Its  very  position  and  appearance 
seemed  to  stamp  it  at  once  with  the  dignity  of  a 
colossal  altar-mound,  reared  by  the  hand  of  nature 
for  the  united  and  simultaneous  devotions  of  an 
assembled  nation.  On  its  western  side,  a  valley  or 
deep  depression  in  the  groimd  separated  it  from 
Acra,  the  northern  portion  of  the  city,  which 
valley  was  joiaed  just  at  the  southern  side  of 
Moriah  by  the  Tyropseon  valley,  dividing  mount 
Zion  from  Acra,  On  the  lofty  flights  of  steps 
which  wound  up  the  western  side  of  the  mount, 
and  formed  an  approach  to  the  temple  from  the 
quarter  of  Acra,  many  figures  were  seen  ascending 
and  descending  on  their  several  errands.  What 
those  errands  were,  whether  of  early  worship  within 
those  sacred  precincts,  or  of  a  less  peaceful  kind, 
the  frequent  gleaming  of  the  buckler  and  spear 
among  the  passengers,  seemed  at  least  to  make  it  a 
matter  of  doubt.  At  this  poiat,  where  the  two 
hills  of  Zion  and  Moriah  approached  nearest  each 
other,  a  noble  arch  boldly  spanned  the  valley 
beneath,  connecting  the  palace  of  the  king  with 
the  temple.  Across  the  bridge  supported  by  this 
arch  were  passing  and  repassing  various  parties  of 
armed  men,  among  whom  Tabnon  easily  recognised 
some  of  the  princes,  his  associates.  All  seemed 
s  2 
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Btirrmg  with  life.  Multitudes  could  be  seen  tlirong- 
ing  the  temple  courts,  and  the  porticos  which 
surrounded  them;  and  in  the  apparent  cheerful- 
ness of  the  scene,  as  viewed  from  a  distance, 
Talmon  felt  himself  almost  beginning  to  forget  the 
gloomy  thoughts  which  the  events  and  reflections 
of  the  few  preceding  hours  had  brought  with  them. 
There,  in  its  pride,  was  still  the  sacred  £a,brio 
which  the  two  greatest  of  Israel's  monarchs,  the 
warrior  father  and  the  gifted  sage,  his  son,  had 
contributed  to  rear ;  and  which  they  had  beautified 
with  aU  the  resources  of  wealth  and  artistic  skill, 
which  not  only  themselves  and  their  subjects  but 
also  neighbouring  nations  could  supply.  It  was  in 
itself  an  emblem  and  pattern,  as  from  its  heaven- 
directed  plan  might  have  been  expected,  of  what 
the  nation  which  possessed  it,  ought  herself  to 
have  been  among  the  nations  at  large.  Nearer 
than  its  outer  courts  no  stranger  was  allowed,  by 
the  divine  command,  to  approach  towards  the  holy 
place.  The  chosen  nation  alone  was  allowed  to 
draw  closer  to  the  presence  of  the  Deity  who 
dwelt  there.  He  Himself  had  appointed  that 
barrier  against  aU  besides.  The  centre,  accord- 
ingly, of  the  whole  summit  of  Moriah  formed  an 
inner  but  still  spacious  inclosure,  surrounded  Kke 
the  outer  one  with  porticos  and  colonnades  over 
which  were  the  various  chambers  of  the  priests, 
the  store  rooms  for  the  incense  and  other  oflerings 
of  various  kinds.  The  numerous  arched  gateways, 
or  entrances,  with  their  public  council-rooms  above 
them,  the  porch  of  Solomon  conspicuous  among 
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them  all,  the  great  chamber  of  the  Sanhedrim,  or 
supreme  court  of  justice,  situated  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  the  area,  all  these,  familiar  to  him  firom 
his  childhood,  were  associated  in  Talmon's  mind, 
not  only  with  many  personal  recollections,  but 
with  the  most  treasured  events  of  former  days  and 
of  national  honour. 

In  the  western  half  or  division  of  that  inner 
court  stood  the  altar  of  Jehovah  around  which 
the  natural  or  adopted  members  of  the  chosen 
nation,  and  they  only,  might  assemble  to  serve  Him. 
Still  further  towards  the  west  and  on  a  level  some- 
what raised  above  the  other  courts  appeared  the 
tabernacle  or  true  temple,  the  immediate  presence 
chamber  of  the  mighty  God  of  Israel.  Within 
and  without  all  was  most  costly — ^yet  all  in  fair  and 
beauteous  proportions — ^harmoniously  arranged  and 
planned  according  to  the  design  of  Him  in  whose 
honour  it  had  been  reared. 

"  "Will  our  G^on  indeed,  Talmon,  give  so  noble  a 
structure  up  to  the  destroyers?"  asked  Shephatiah, 
who  had  been  purposely  silent  for  a  time.  Will 
He  betray  to  heathen  foes  the  house  which  He 
himself  hath  caused  to  be  built  to  His  honour?" 
**  Gton  forbid,"  replied  Tahnon— "  GtOD  forbid,"  re- 
echoed Shephatiah.  "  The  prophet  is  false.  Let 
his  curses  and  blasphemies  return  on  his  own  head. 
But  it  is  now  no  time  for  us  to  tarry  here,  while 
the  enemy  is  at  our  gates.  In  the  name  then  of  his 
own  gods,  let  us  haste  and  defy  him." 

With  these  words,  and  while  the  favourable 
moment  was  his  own,  Shephatiah    succeeded  in 
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hurrying  his  victim  away,  and  Talmon,  casting  one 
more  look  towards  the  temple,  followed  Shephatiah's 
steps  down  the  stone  stairs  which  led  directly  out- 
side the  house  from  the  housetop   to   the  court 
below.     He  felt  for  the  moment  cheered  and  re- 
assured;  but  could  he  have  seen  the   truth,    he 
would  have  known  that  he  had  only  been  once  more 
lured  and  deceived  partly  by  the  plausible  argu- 
ments of  a  companion  more  hardened  in  guilt  than 
himself,  partly  by  the  working  of  his  own  sinful 
heart.     Early  associations  and  pious  instructors 
had  taught  him  most  properly  a  reverence  for 
God's  temple ;  but  he  forgot  that  he  was  the  ser- 
vant of  a  God,  who  will  have  "mercy  and  not 
sacrifice,"  with  whom  "to  obey  is  better  than  aU 
whole  burnt  offerings,"  and  consequently  before 
whom  reverence  for  what  is  external,  while  the 
heart  is  not  whole  within,  is  lighter  than  vanity. 
The  fairest  mortal  frame  when  forsaken  by  the 
spirit  that  animated  it,  wiU  soon  turn  to  corrup- 
tion ;  and  so  it  is  with  aU  outward  forms  and  rites 
of  religion.     Had  Talmon  been  but  alive  to  such 
simple  truths,  he  would  not  have  placed  so  much 
assurance    on   mere  external  reverence  for    the 
sanctuary  of  Jehovah.    A  more  intimate  know- 
ledge of  his  own  heart  indeed  might  have  led  him 
to  doubt  whether  his  feelings  deserved  even  so  good 
a  name  as  this ;  whether  they  would  not  more  pro- 
perly have  been  identified  with  mere  national  pride. 
The  early  associations  and  impressions  which  had 
been  imparted  to  him,  if  they  had  been  preserved 
pure,  would  not  have  allowed  him  lightly  to  overlook^ 
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as  he  had  just  done,  two  objects  that  had  necessarily 
met  his  eye  in  gazing  upon  the  temple  of  Jehovah. 
It  was  the  time  of  the  morning  sacrifice ;  but  no 
wreathing  volumes  of  smoke  were  seen  ascending 
towards  heaven  fix)m  the  altar  of  the  Lobd.  The 
daily  offering  had  ceased ;  and  the  stores  of  oil  and 
wine  from  which  the  drink  offerings  were  wont  to 
be  furnished,  had  been,  as  he  knew,  rifled  to  supply 
the  revels  of  the  military  brothel. 

He  might  next  have  observed  groups  of  wor- 
shippers, even  in  those  holy  courts,  with  their 
backs  turned  towards  the  tabernacle  and  the  mercy 
seat  between  the  cherubims,  their  faces  directed 
towards  the  rising  sun,  and  their  figures  prostrated 
in  forbidden  adoration  before  the  host  of  heaven. 
But  alas !  even  these  tlungs  had  become  familiar  to 
his  sight;  yet  his  deceitful  heart  persuaded  him 
that  he  stiU  reverenced  the  temple  of  the  Lobd. 


CHAPTEE  XV. 


"  When  petty  things  crowd  about  the  growth  of  every  day's 
business ;  when  here  in  our  own  little  world,  its  objects  and 
its  interests  fill  our  minds  just  as  much  as  if  they  were  the 
objects  and  interests  of  a  nation ;  when  it  is  all,  if  I  may  so 
speak,  one  great  plain,  so  thickly  set  with  objects,  that  small 
as  they  are  in  themselves,  their  very  nearness  and  number  shut 
out  all  view  of  the  far-off  mountains ;  how  shaU  we  keep  within 
our  hearts  the  music  of  our  *  Hosannas  to  the  Son  of  David,' 
when  our  tongues  cannot  be  uttering  them  aloud  ?'' — Arnolo*8 
Semumt,  IX.  Vol.  III. 


CHAPTEE  XV. 

**  O  thou  defiled  Jerusalem, 
That  drinkest  thine  own  blood  as  from  a  fountain, 
Thou  hast  piled  up  the  fiibric  of  thy  guilt 
To  such  portentous  height  that  earth  is  darkened 
With  its  huge  shadow — that  dost  boast  the  monuments 
Of  murdered  prophets,  and  dost  make  the  robes 
Of  God's  high  priest  a  title  and  a  claim 
To  bloodiest  slaughter — ^thou  that  every  day 
Dost  trample  down  the  thunder-given  law, 
Even  with  the  pride  and  joy  of  him  that  treads 
The  purple  vintage/' 

Milman's  Fall  qf  Jerusalem. 

The  narrow  world  of  his  own  experience  in  which 
each  man  is  by  the  circumstances  of  our  common 
condition  in  some  degree  compelled  to  live,  forms 
but  one  among  many  proofs  of  the  immeasurable 
distance  between  our  limited  faculties,  and  those 
of  Him  who  fix)m  His  throne  above  beholdeth  all 
the  dwellers  upon  earth — ^unto  whom  all  hearts  be 
open  and  from  whom  no  secrets  are  hid.  Over- 
whelmed as  the  heart  of  man  often  is  by  its  own 
bitterness,  or  engrossed  and  elated  with  its  own 
transient  and  selfish  joys,  it  has  but  little  room  for 
thoughts  respecting  the  weal  or  woe  of  those  who 
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thougli  beyond  the  little  circle  of  its  own  im- 
mediate kindred,  yet  are  members  of  the  great 
fSunily  of  mankind,  descended  from  the  same  com- 
mon parents,  and,  if  belonging  to  the  "  household 
of  faith,"  "  brethren  and  co-heirs  of  the  promises." 
So  many  and  so  various  are  the  cares  and  troubles, 
even  the  necessary  business  and  employments  which 
have  ever  claimed  our  attention  since  it  has  been 
ordained  for  man  "  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow  to  eat 
his  bread,"  in  other  words,  so  fully  "  sufficient  for 
each  day  is  the  evil  thereof,"  that  we  are  for  much 
of  our  time  confined,  as  it  were,  prisoners  within  a 
world  of  self.  Doubtless  it  was  not  originally 
meant  to  be  so.  Before  the  sad  change,  which  has 
passed  over  man's  estate,  took  place,  things  were 
different ;  and  it  is  consequently  to  be  viewed  as 
part  of  our  present  trial — as  one  effect  of  those 
thorns  and  briers  which  this  life  was  thenceforth, 
Kke  the  earth  on  which  we  tread,  to  bring  forth 
unto  us,  that  we  have  now  constantly  to  contend 
against  so  ungenerous  and  unamiable  a  principle 
withia  us.  For  in  spite  of  the  evil  tendency  of  our 
nature,  we  are  still  bidden  to  "weep  with  those 
that  weep,"  and  "to  rejoice  with  those  that  re- 
joice " — ^to  have  in  ourselves  "  that  mind  which 
was  in  Him,  who  from  the  earliest  days  "in  all  His 
people's  aflSiction  was  Himself  also  aflSicted." 

If  we  once  allow  the  counter-current  of  selfish- 
ness to  prevaiL  agaitist  us,  we  know  not  what  hidden 
dangers  may  await  us.  The  spirit  of  oppression, 
that  hydra-headed  monster,  steals  silently  upon  its 
unconscious  victims.    Quickly  at  its  appearance 
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all  feelings  of  love  and  mutual  regard  are  found  to 
vanish.  The  means  of  ministering  to  others,  good 
and  comfort  are  turned  into  materials  for  increased 
self-aggrandisement,  or  self-indulgence.  Hatred 
usurps  the  place  of  friendship — and  in  spite  of  the 
world's  plausible  and  specious  pretensions  it  too 
often  happens  that  every  man's  hand  is  ia  reality 
turned  against  his  brother. 

"Widely  had  this  evil  spirit  spread  itself  throughout 
the  social  frame  of  the  devoted  daughter  of  Judah. 
As  Tabnon,  roused  once  more  from  despondency, 
and  elated  for  the  time  by  the  sophistry  of  a  de- 
ceitful heart,  left  his  home  that  morning  in  com- 
pany with  Shephatiah,  he  allowed  himself  to  forget 
in  the  prospect  of  his  own  success,  what  aggravated 
sufferings  each  day  was  heaping  on  his  humbler 
fellow-countrymen.  Provided  that  he  and  his 
associate  princes  could  but  carry  out  their  plans, 
they  wasted  not  a  thought  on  the  misery  which 
their  obstinate  counsels  had  already  entailed  and 
were  still  entailing  on  others.  The  most  heart- 
rending scenes  no  longer  produced  any  effect  upon 
minds  thus  steeled  against  compassion.  The  morn- 
ing which  had  now  opened  upon  them,  was  about 
to  put  their  feelings  once  more  to  the  test.  On 
leaving  Taimon's  house  they  proceeded  forthwith 
towards  the  northern  quarter  of  the  city.  For 
there  it  was  at  one  of  the  chief  gates,  that  Shepha- 
tiah had  his  command.  It  was  there  too,  as  being 
one  of  the  most  available  points,  that  the  enemies 
had  made  the  most  persevering  and  successful 
attempts  against  the  city  walls.      A  breach  had 
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been  effected,  but  by  building  up  constantly  a  fresh 
wall  within,  as  the  outer  one  was  destroyed,  the 
besieged  had  been  hitherto  able  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  the  assailants.  Frequent  skirmishes 
however  by  night  as  well  as  by  day  took  place,  and 
the  besiegers  were  continually  gaining  some  fresh 
advantage,  though  not  without  occasional  losses  on 
their  own  side. 

On  the  night  which  had  just  passed,  an  attack, 
made  by  the  Babylonians,  had  been  repelled  with 
the  slaughter  of  several  of  their  troops,  and  their 
dead  bodies  had  been  left  lying  till  morning  outside 
the  gate  together  with  those  of  the  citizens  who 
had  fallen.  As  Tabnon  and  Shephatiah  approached 
the  gate,  a  party  of  the  guard  were  just  bringing 
in  upon  a  rude  open  wain  or  cart  the  mangled 
corpses  of  the  slain.  Heaped  together  as  they  had 
been  hastily  thrown  on  to  the  cart,  they  lay  some 
buried  beneath  the  weight  of  the  human  mass 
above  them,  others  apparently  ready  to  slide  off 
and  fall  beneath  the  wheels  as  the  cart  moved  on- 
ward. Their  armour  and  accoutrements  had  been 
already  stripped  from  off  them,  by  the  hands  of 
early  spoilers,  who  were  eager  to  seize  such  trophies 
of  success  against  the  hostile  Babylonians.  Their 
limbs,  stained  in  many  parts  with  the  matted  blood, 
that  had  oozed  from  their  wounds,  and  now  stiffened 
with  the  cold  of  night,  vibrated  abruptly  from  side 
to  side  with  the  heavy  jolt  of  the  carriage,  like  the 
unwieldy  boughs  of  some  forest  tree  which  wave 
sullenly  beneath  the  gusts  of  the  winter  storm. 
And  as  occasionally  in  passing  over  a  more  rugged 
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and  uneven  portion  of  the  ground,  an  arm,  rigid 
and  extended,  as  though  just  about  to  deal  the 
hostile  blow,  and  in  this  position  projecting  beyond 
the  rest,  was  observed  to  sway  to  and  fro  more 
rapidly  in  a  sort  of  mock-menacing  attitude,  loud 
bursts  of  triumphant  laughter  broke  forth  from 
the  bystanders  and  spectators. 

At  each  step,  as  they  now  advanced,  fresh  indig- 
nities were  studiously  offered  to  the  unconscious 
victims  of  their  malignity.  Some  with  ridicule  and 
revilings  would  try  the  points  of  their  swords  upon 
the  naked  and  helpless  carcasses  of  their  foes.* 
Others  would  tear  the  head  from  the  body,  and  fix 
the  reeking  trophy  alofb  on  a  spear  near  the  gate- 
way— ^in  revenge,  as  they  boasted,  for  the  Kke  cruel- 
ties practised  on  their  own  relatives  and  comrades. 

That  such  had  indeed  been  too  often  the  savage 
treatment  practised  towards  their  prisoners  and 
slaughtered  foes  on  both  sides,  the  scene  of  the 
morning  in  questioil  was  about  to  give  a  painfully 
convincing  proof.  Por  among  the  bodies  as  they 
were  thrown  rudely  upon  the  ground  in  the  open 
space  about  the  gateway,  one  was  observed,  which 
in  the  confusion  had  been  mixed  with  those  of  the 
Babylonians,  but  which  by  the  dress  and  other 
marks  was  evidently  that  of  a  Hebrew.  Scarcely  a 
feature  remained  distinguishable;  for  in  addition 
to  the  skull  having  been  cloven  through  with  a 
battle-axe,  the  countenance  had  been  purposely 
disfigured  and  mutilated,  and  both  hands  had  been 

*  See  Josephuf.  Wan  of  the  Jews,  Book  VI.  Chap.  14. 
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severed  from  the  arms.    In  tliis  state,  probably,  of 
helplessness  and  mutilation,  though  still  alive,  it 
had  been  intended  by  the  Babylonians   that  the 
wretched  victim  of  their  cruelty  should  have  been 
left ;  but  when  the  skirmish  took  place,  the  death- 
blow which  terminated  his  sufferings  had  been 
given  either  by  accident  or  intentionally,  and  he 
was  found  lying  among  the  slain,  side  by  side  with 
his  late  merciless  captors.    Many  a  careless  eye 
was  cast  for  a  moment  on  the  remainB  of  the  un- 
fortunate man  as  his  body  was  first  observed  among 
those  of  his  foes.    Another  moment  and  the  sub- 
ject had  passed  as  an  ordinary  sight  from  their 
thoughts.     From  among  the  crowd,  however,  a 
female  figure  was  seen  anxiously  advancing,  and 
after  a  few  moments  passionately  embracing  with 
tears  and  cries  the  dead  body  of  him  whom  she 
quickly  recognised  in  spite  of  his  wounds  and  dis- 
figurements to  be  her  husband.     The  design  which 
he  had  in  view  when  he  left  her  on  the  preceding 
evening  she  well  knew,  and  a  moment's  search  con- 
vinced her  that  the  token  was  not  wanting.   Closely 
wrapt  in  the  bosom  folds  of  his  outer  garment 
were  found  a  few  fresh  but  coarse  herbs,  such  as 
grew  wild  beneath  the  city  walls,  and  vidth  them 
some  of  the  yet  unripe  fruit  of  the  prickly  pear. 
In  the  general  but  distressing  want  of  food,  evai 
such  refiise  herbage  as  this  was  greedily  sought 
and  valued ;  and  in  the  hope  of  gaining  some  such 
scanty  sustenance  for  his  starving  family  Zophar 
had  risked  life  and  safety  on  the  past  night  by 
venturing  outside  the  city  gates.     If  any  other 
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proof  were  wanting  to  confirm  tlie  wont  fears  of 
the  distracted  widow,  another  moment  supplied  it. 
Steeped  and  besmeared  in  gorj  mnd,  the  girdle 
which  her  own  hands  had  made,  was  hastily 
loosened  from  his  waist;  and  as  each  fold  opened 
Bucoessiyely  to  her  view,  every  shade  of  hope 
vanished  £rom  Zilpah's  mind.  It  was  her  own, 
her  beloved  Zophar.  While  engaged  in  his  dan- 
gerous attempt,  he  had  been  overtaken  by  a  party 
of  the  enemy,  and  had  thus  Mbn  like  many  otiiers 
before  him,  a  viclam  to  ike  cruel  practices  of  a 
savE^e  and  brutal  warfare. 

Loud  and  heart-rending  were  Zilpah's  cries  as 
she  threw  herself,  in  the  bitterness  of  her  grie^ 
upon  the  remaina  of  him  who  but  a  few  hours 
before  had  embraced  her  with  all  a  husband's  love 
— strengthened  aa  even  that  was  under  the  present 
circumstances  by  the  constraining  influence  of  dis- 
tress, by  mutual  fear  for  each  other's  safety,  and 
by  united  anxiety  for  their  youthful  feunily.  In- 
sensible to  all  that  was  passing  round  her,  and 
absorbed  in  her  own  overwhelming  sorrows,  she 
lay  for  some  minutes,  in  appearance  almost  as 
much  lost  to  the  out^  wodd  as  he  about  whose 
neck  her  arms  wwe  tightly  daaped.  Various  were 
the  passers  to  and  j&o,  some  attracted  by  curiosity, 
having  heard  of  tiie  skirmish  whidi  had  happened 
duiing  the  night,  some  connected  in  one  way  or 
other  with  the  guard  or  with  the  quartos  of  the 
geskeral  who  commanded  at  the  gate.  Litde  atten- 
tion, however,  was  attracted  by  the  now  Sequent 
spectacle  crfa  widow's  keyless  sorrows  over  tkedain. 
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"  "Woman,"  at  length  said  a  harsli  voice  of  one 
who  had  approached  nnperceived  close  to  Zilpah's 
side,  "  unless  thou  wouldst  fe,in  lighten  the  burden 
of  thy  grief  by  witnessing  a  merrier  sight  than 
that  of  the  dead  who  are  already  gone,  it  were  well 
for  thee  to  remove  hence.  For  by  the  life  of 
Malcham,  ere  the  shadow  shaU  have  advanced  one 
degree  fiirther  on  the  dial,  yonder  gibbet-tree  will 
again  be  decked  with  a  traitor's  carcass.  Aha," 
after  a  moment's  pause  he  added,  "  said  I  not  the 
truth  ?  Who  is  this  that  is  being  dragged  hither 
even  now  in  the  forefront  of  the  crowd,  but  the 
faithless  miscreant,  tricked  out  as  we  took  him  at 
midnight  in  his  Babylonian  gear  ?  Methought  it 
was  not  in  vain  that  we  burnt  the  sweet  cane  upon 
Baal's  altars  on  the  day  in  which  the  coward  fled 
from  our  ranks.  But  I  must  begone.  Woman, 
beware,  lest  the  guard  or  the  throng  trample  thee 
under  foot  as  thou  liest  here  among  the  dead." 

Zilpah  raised  her  head  in  fear  and  dismay  at 
hearing  such  a  warning.  In  a  moment  she  caught 
sight  of  the  multitude  rapidly  advancing  towards 
her  in  one  direction  with  their  wretched  victim 
guarded  by  a  small  detachment  of  the  soldiery.  In 
the  other  direction  she  observed  a  person  descend- 
ing alone  by  the  stairs  that  led  from  the  council- 
room  over  the  gateway  to  the  open  square  in  front 
of  it.  His  dress  was  not  that  of  a  person  at  all 
connected  with  military  affairs.  Instead  of  the 
helmet  and  breastplate  which  gleamed  on  the  head 
and  breast  of  almost  every  other  person  whose 
figure  then  met  her  eye,  he  wore  the  usual  peace* 
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fill  costume— flowing  robes,  reaching  nearly  to  the 
ancle,  with  the  girdle  and  ample  headdress,  both  of 
the  finest  linen.  Though  evidently  not  in  a  military 
capacity,  yet  issuing,  as  Zilpah  had  seen  him  do,  fix)m 
the  council-room,  and  being  immediately,  while 
she  was  looking  on,  joined  by  an  attendant,  she 
could  not  doubt  but  that  he  was  a  person  of 
some  rank  and  importance.  "  Should  she  at  oiice 
venture  to  entreat  his  aid  ?"  was  the  thought  that 
shot  Hke  lightning  through  her  mind.  Not  a  mo- 
ment was  to  be  lost,  if  she  hoped  to  effect  her  ob- 
ject, which  was  to  get  the  body  of  her  lamented 
Zophar  removed  ere  the  crowd,  which  was  now  ra- 
pidly advancing,  should  come  up,  and  trample  it  to 
the  ground.  In  another  instant  she  was  at  the 
stranger's  feet,  entreating  him,  with  all  a  widow's 
earnestness,  to  assist  in  accomplishing  her  sad  task. 
He  no  sooner  understood  the  nature  of  her  request 
than  he  at  once  commanded  his  attendant,  and 
by  liberal  offers  of  recompense  procured  the  assist- 
ance of  some  of  the  bystanders  to  help  in  removing 
the  body  and  depositing  it  in  a  retired  spot  apart 
fix)m  the  open  thoroughfEU'e.  In  a  few  words  he 
then  inquired  of  his  weeping  but  grateful  suppliant 
whither  she  would  next  wish  to  have  the  corpse 
conveyed. 

As  she  again  fell  upon  it  with  renewed  tears  and 
sobs,  exclaiming,  "Zophar,  oh!  my  Zophar,"  the 
stranger  started,  and  asked  of  her  whether  it  were 
her  husband  who  lay  dead  before  him,  and  if  so 
what  had  been  his  name.  "  Zophar,  my  lord,  was 
the  name  of  thy  servant,"  she  replied,  "  Zophar  the 
T  2 
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mm  of  SaphieL"  A  pang  ehot  throt^  the  heatt, 
and  a  look  of  earnest  pity  and  Bympathy,  not  on* 
minted  with  astonishment,  passed  over  the  swarthy 
features  of  him  who  made  the  inqniiy,  as  he  heard 
the  reply*  Without  asking  more  questions,  he 
hastily  bade  his  attendant  and  the  assistants  whom 
his  offers  of  gdd  had  for  the  time  engaged  in  his 
service,  to  do  the  widow's  bidding,  first  desiring 
them  quickly  to  bind  up  the  gaping  skull  and  to 
clear  the  face  from  the  dotted  blood  with  which  it 
was  besmeared,  that  he  might  hate  an  opportunity, 
if  possible,  of  recognising  the  features  of  the  dead. 
Hiis  being  done  he  bade  them  proceed  caareftdly 
whither  the  woman  should  direct  them,  and  he 
would  follow.  The  crowd  with  the  guard  and  their 
prisoner  had  now  just  passed  by  the  spot  where 
they  were  standing,  towaards  the  gateway;  and  as 
the  stranger  looked  back  for  a  moment,  he  caught 
sight  of  Tahnon  and  Shephatiah  still  stationed  at  the 
window  of  the  oouncil-room  in  the  tower,  waitching 
the  proceedings  of  the  multitude  as  they  weare  9th 
sembled  in  the  square  below  to  witness  the  ene* 
eution*  At  the  same  moment  a  shriek  of  mingled 
horror  and  eurpiise,  as  though  the  heart  itself  had 
burst  in  the  effort,  was  uttered  by  the  unfoitimafee 
woman  in  whose  behalf  the  stranger  had  fio  kindJ^ 
lent  his  aid*  J>ar  mh  instant  she  had  raised  her 
eyes,  as  the  throng  passed  by  witii  the  Tntim  ftf 
^beir  reT^Qgeftd  triumph  in  front  of  theiau  So 
•ooner  had  ahe  unexpectedly  caught  a  view  of  his 
ooontenance  than  she  fell  flat  iqpon  the  ground,  es^ 
ebdmittg,  **  My  son!  my  lost  son!  it  la  hel" 
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**  The  times  in  which  unbelief  has  prevailed  are,  as  history 
teaches,  uniformly  times  of  earthly  calamity ;  for  the  moral  de- 
pravation which  accompanies  unbelief  necessarily  destroys  the 
foundation  of  all  earthly  prosperity." — Neander's  Church 
History f  p.  15. 
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"  When  the  ear  heard  me  then  it  blessed  me ; 
When  the  eye  saw  me  it  gave  witness  to  me ; 
Because  I  delivered  the  poor  that  cried, 
And  the  fatherless,  and  him  that  had  none  to  help  him." 

Job  xxix.ll. 

At  the  foot  of  Acra,  where  many  streets  from 
its  upper  quarters  terminated,  and  like  tributary 
streams  that  fall  into  the  channel  of  some  noble 
river,  united  themselves  with  the  main  thorough- 
fare of  the  TyropsBon,  multitudes  of  people  were 
seen,  some  collected  in  groups,  some  hastening  from 
one  quarter  to  another,  some  stopping  to  inquire, 
while  anxiety  and  earnestness  were  depicted  in 
every  feature,  what  tidings  the  return  of  morning 
had  brought  with  it.  Ghastly,  hollow  faces,  parched 
lips,  and  eyes  projecting  unnaturally  from  their 
sunken  sockets,  spoke  plainly  the  dire  effects  of  the 
prevailing  famine.  Children  raking  among  the 
offal  of  the  sewers  for  whatever  shreds  or  fragments 
of  food  might  have  escaped  their  previous  day's 
search,  were  ever  and  anon  quarrelling  and  con- 
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tending  for  the  nauseous  morsels  wHcli  one  might 
have  anticipated  the  other  in  discovering.  Others 
were  busy  searching  every  fold  and  hiding  place  in 
the  garments  of  those  whose  dead  bodies  were  lying 
strewn  on  the  ground  around  them.  Either  they 
supposed  that  some  food  might  be  left  secreted  on 
their  persons,  or  that  they  were  purposely  feigning 
death  to  escape  being  searched.  Here  and  there 
small  parties  of  maidens,  whose  graceful  but  ema- 
ciated figures  and  features  seemed  to  teU  of  youth- 
ftd  beauty  withered  in  the  bud,  were  returning 
from  Siloam  carrying  their  empty  pitchers  on  their 
shoulders. 

"  Haste  thee,  Mahlah,  haste  thee,"  said  an  aged 
matron  to  one  of  them,  as  she  came  near  her. 
"The  night  and  the  fever  have  left  thy  sisters 
weakly  and  exhausted ;  and  they  are  impatiently 
waiting  to  quench  their  burning  thirst  with  the 
coolest  water  thou  canst  find  for  them.  Tarry  not, 
my  daughter.  Q-qd  speed  thy  way  and  give  thee  com- 
fort ;  I  will  return  again  at  even." — "  Nay,  but  good 
Naomi,"  replied  Mahlah,  "why  leave  us  ?  I  pray 
thee  return  with  me,"  she  added,  while  the  tears 
streamed  down  her  wan,  pale  face.  Our  pitchers 
are  empty,  for  the  fountain  is  dry ;  and  we  wot  not 
where  to  go  for  water.  But  it  may  be  that  with 
the  morning  light  my  father  has  returned,  and  he 
will  show  us  where  to  find  water,  that  my  sisters 
perish  not  for  thirst.  Before  daybreak  my  mother 
went  to  seek  for  him ;  for  her  dreams  troubled  her, 
she  said,  and  she  bade  me  entreat  thee  to  tany 
with  us  till  she  came  again." 
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"I  may  not  tarry  now,  my  daughter,"  Baid 
Naomi  with  sorrow.  "  Thy  cousin's  wounds  must 
needs  be  dressed  at  morning,  and  he  hath  none 
but  me  to  help  him,  and  where  I  shall  find  food  for 
him  to-day  I  wot  not.  There  is  thy  kinswoman 
also,  the  widowed  Sizpah.  Yesterday  at  ev^i 
when  I  left  her,  her  youngest  child  was  at  the  point 
to  die.  She  must  be  looked  to.  Yerily  this  is  a 
day  of  reproach  and  anguish  to  Judah — ^but  be 
patient,  my  daughter,  and  may  the  Lobd  yet  lift 
up  His  coimtenance  upon  us,  and  send  us  better 
times." 

Mahlah  with  a  heavy  heart  pursued  her  way 
homewards,  through  the  narrow  streets  of  the 
densely  peopled  quarter  of  Acra.  Unconscious  of 
the  approach  of  any  fresh  trials  or  troubles  she  was 
almost  sinking  beneath  the  weight  of  those  already 
pressing  upon  her.  And  little  indeed  was  there  in 
the  aspect  of  all  around  to  cheer  her  drooping 
spirits.  The  looks  of  even  familiar  friends  and 
neighbours  and  much  more  those  of  strangers,  as 
she  passed  them,  were  too  ftill  of  their  own  miseries, 
to  allow  the  faintest  hope  of  sympathy  for  others' 
woe,  or  the  most  distant  prospect  of  their  possess- 
ing the  means  of  relieving  their  fellow-sufferers. 
The  moans  of  the  dying,  and  the  wailings  of  their 
disconsolate  friends  were  the  prevailing  sounds  in 
almost  every  house.  The  cheering  and  busy  noise 
that  was  wont  to  be  heard  in  past  days  at  that 
early  hour  of  the  morning  as  the  women  grinding 
the  com  for  the  day's  consumption  accompanied 
their  task  with  the  song  of  contented  industry— 
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the  kindly  interchange  of  early  inquiries  and  salu- 
tations which  Mahlah  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  from  her  equals  and  acquaintances,  as 
they  crossed  each  other's  way  to  the  herb  or  the 
wood  market — ^the  silvery  tinkling  of  the  camels' 
beUs  as  with  noiseless  step  the  long  drove  left  the 
caravansera  and  threaded  the  winding  streets 
towards  the  city  gates,  after  depositing  their 
precious  burthens  of  spices  from  the  south — ^the 
glad  voices  of  the  children  at  play  in  the  open 
squares  or  market  places — all  such  happy  sounds 
of  public  peace  and  plenty,  or  of  domestic  ease  and 
contentment  had  long  ceased  to  greet  the  ears 
of  the  once  joyous  city  and  her  children.  The 
maiden's  hand  no  longer  plied  the  rapid  shuttle, 
nor  watched  the  growing  figures  on  her  embroi- 
dered loom,  beguiling  the  pleasing  task  with  the 
voice  of  native  melody — ^the  matron's  wheel  and 
distaff  stood  motionless  and  idle — ^the  cunning 
artificer  had  forsaken  his  workshop  to  keep  watch 
on  the  ramparts  ;  and  if  aught  could  still  be  heard 
of  former  industry  and  employment,  it  was  only  at 
the  ponderous  forge  of  the  smith,  whose  labours  in 
supplying  fresh  weapons  and  engines  for  the  war 
seemed  endless  as  the  siege  itself. 

The  sun  was  already  fast  hastening  on  along  his 
upward  course,  and  seemed  again  preparing  in  the 
ftdl  strength  of  a  Syrian  summer,  to  pour  down 
from  his  throne  as  it  were  of  molten  brass,  the  same 
flood  of  scorching  rays  as  he  had  shed  for  many 
weeks  past  on  the  parched  hills  and  valleys  of 
Judea,  withering  every  herb,  and  completing  the 
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disastrous  effects  of  the  early  drought — ^his  beams 
were  just  beginning  to  penetrate  even  the  narrow 
and  lofty  streets  of  the  city,  purposely  so  built  to 
secure  shade  and  coolness,  when  Mahlah  des- 
pondingly  took  down  the  empty  pitcher  from  her 
shoulder,  and,  avoiding  as  much  as  possible  the 
notice  of  the  bystanders,  passed  under  the  low 
gateway  of  the  building  which  contained  all  that 
was  dear  to  her  on  earth.  She  quickly  found  her- 
self again  by  the  bedside  of  her  two  helpless  sisters. 
Mushed  with  the  crimson  hue  of  fever,  their  looks 
were  speedUy  directed  towards  her  at  fhe  fltst 
sound  of  her  steps  ;  and  with  imploring  gestures 
and  faltering  tongues  they  together  entreated  her 
to  cool  their  lips  with  the  fresh-drawn  water  which 
they  had  relied  upon  her  procuring  for  them. 
Mahlah  had  not  had  time  to  answer  their  inquiries 
or  to  explain  to  them  her  disappointment,  before 
steps  were  heard  approaching  their  apartment,  ac- 
companied by  unusual  sounds,  as  though  of  one 
sobbing  from  deep  grief  or  distress.  Mahlah  quickly 
recognised  her  mother's  voice,  even  disguised  as 
it  was  by  the  accents  of  overwhelming  sorrow.  In 
an  instant  she  flew  to  meet  her,  and  found  her  sus- 
picions too  fully  realised.  Her  mother's  garments 
rolled  in  blood  and  dust  hung  loosely  and  in 
disorder  about  her.  Supported  by  two  strangers, 
who  were  rather  carrying  than  assisting  her — so 
overpowered  and  helpless  had  she  become — Mahlah 
met  her  just  as  they  were  crossing  the  small  court 
of  the  house  towards  the  room  in  which  they  dwelt. 
**  Leave  me,  leave  me,  that  I  may  die  with  him  who 
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was  my  life  and  my  stay.  Let  these  arms  be  onod 
more  tlirown  around  his  neck>"  were  the  fire* 
words  which  Mahlah  indistinctly  caught  from  hier 
mother's  lips.  "We  are  undone,  we  are  undone^ 
my  daughter,"  was  the  wretched  mother's  fHidress 
to  Mahlah  as  she  first  gained  sight  of  hep.  "  Oh 
that  these  eyes  had  never  seen  the  light  of  day. 
Would  that  the  earth  had  opened  her  mouth  aiad 
swallowed  us  up,  ere  this  day  of  evil  tidings  had 
overtaken  us." 

Mahlah  terrified  and  alarmed,  hut  trusting  thait  it 
mi|ht  he  only  some  false  report  such  as  had  often 
before  reached  their  ears,  retreated  to  make  wiy 
for  her  mother  and  those  who  were  accompanying 
her.  Immediately  after  them  followed  the  stranger 
who  had  so  suddenly  and  fortunately  been  raised 
up  to  become  Zilpah's  friend  in  the  critioal  hour  of 
distress.  Obserring  as  he  did  at  once  the  two 
sick  damsels  on  their  low  straw  pallets  in  one  eer> 
ner  of  the  room,  and  being  fearful  of  the  effecto 
which  two  sudden  a  disclosure  of  the  truth  miglit 
have  on  them,  he  whispered  in  the  most  kind  and 
soothing  accents  to  the  mother,  that  she  aboiiild 
spare  them  the  bitter  trial  of  hearing  at  preaenl 
the  melancholy  events  of  the  morning.  By  urgottl 
entreaties  he  prevailed  on  hep  to  be  for  a  dioct 
time  silent  or  rather  to  confine  her  grief  to  inav* 
ticulate  sobs  and  groans.  This  done,  he  inquired 
earnestly  of  Mahlah  why  she  did  not  attend  to  tbe 
calls  of  the  sick  who  were  st?Il  imploringly  begging 
for  water  ?  ''Whither,  my  lord,"  replied  MaUah* 
"  shall  I  go  for  water  ?   Our  cistern  hath  been  long 
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dry ;"  and  then  pointing  to  her  empty  pitcher,  she 
added,  '*  Mj  steps  were  the  latest  yesterday  at  even, 
and  again  the  earliest  this  morning  at  the  pool 
of  Siloam ;  but  the  stream  has  ceased  to  flow,  and 
we  have  returned  empty-handed." 

The  stranger,  aware  as  he  was  already  of  there 
being  a  scarcity  of  water,  had  been  &r  from  real- 
ising  to  his  mind  such  urgent  need  of  it  as  the 
scene  now  before  him  presented.  In  the  houses  of 
the  wealthy  there  was  still  a  small  quantity  re- 
maining from  the  annual  supply  caught  in  the  rainy 
season  and  conducted  into  the  capacious  subtext 
ranean  reserroirs  with  which  every  house  was  fur- 
nished* But  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  tiie 
needy  multitudes  who  had  crowded  into  the  city 
during  the  sii^e  had  quiddy  exhausted  this  r^ 
source,  scanty  indeed  as  it  had  been  and  &r  bdow 
the  usual  average.  The  strange  called  to  his  seiv 
vant,  and  bidding  him  set  down  the  packet  which 
he  bore  in  his  haad«  directed  him  to  take  the  empty 
pitcher,  and  having  flUed  it,  to  return  as  quicklj  aa 
p<»8ible. 

In  the  mean  time,  untying  the  bundle  which  his 
attendant  had  lefb,  he  put  into  Mafalah'a  hands  a 
small  bag  of  unground  oom,  and  desired  hear  at 
tmee  to  grind  or  parch  some  of  it  for  their  present 
aae.  Maklaliy  with  surprise  and  gratitude,  e^ed 
the  welcome  gifb,  and  in  her  haste  to  su^ly  the 
wants  of  those  around  her  almost  forgot  for  the 
moment  the  hints  of  fear&d  import  which  her  mo^ 
ther's  WQida  had  let  falL 

To  parch  the  cchu,  which  would  Jbave  been  the 
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quickest  method  of  preparing  it,  was  impossible ; 
for  fuel  had  long  since  failed,  and  it  was  months 
since  they  had  known  the  taste  of  any  food  dressed 
by  fire.  She  was  accordingly  about  to  grind  a  small 
quantity,  but  in  a  moment  was  surrounded  by  some 
younger  children,  who  had  been  roused  by  the 
sound  of  such  unusual  preparations.  To  repress  or 
control  their  impatience  was  beyond  Mahlah's  ut- 
most power;  before  she  had  time  to  prepare  or 
knead  it,  they  greedily  seized  the  hard  grains  in 
their  unground  state,  and  began  devouring  them 
with  avidity. 

During  the  interval  the  stranger  had  a  few 
minutes'  leisure  to  look  round  him,  and  he  soon 
perceived  in  the  appearance  of  the  room  other 
symptoms  of  the  long  continued  scarcity  of  water. 
Soiled  and  spotted  garments,  thrown,  as  if  in  dis- 
gust, into  any  comer  or  hiding  place — the  floor 
coated  with  the  various  substances  collected  by  the 
children's  feet,  for  the  cleansing  of  which  there  no 
longer  stood  the  accustomed  vessel  at  the  entrance 
of  the  dwelling — even  the  bed  clothes  and  raiment 
discoloured  and  offensive — aU  these  were  marks 
of  great  wretchedness  and  privations — privations 
doubly  painful  in  a  climate  where  the  heat  rendered 
cleanliness  indispensable  even  for  health,  and  among 
a  people  whose  habits  were  scrupulously  nice  on 
these  points. 

What  next  attracted  the  stranger's  attention 
was  a  number  of  objects  hanging  loosely  in  differ- 
ent places  around  the  walls  of  the  chamber,  and 
consisting  apparently  of  elaborate  designs  of  carved 
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wood-work.  Some  represented  the  trunks  and 
overshadowing  branches  of  clustering  trees — some 
porticos  and  colonnades  of  pillars — some  human 
figures,  male  as  well  as  female;  but  conspicuous 
among  them  was  a  highly  finished  model  of  what 
could  hardly  be  mistaken  for  an  altar  of  sacrifice. 
The  sight  of  these  objects  suddenly  recalled  to  the 
stranger's  mind  some  few  particulars  which  he  had 
accidentally  become  acquainted  with  respecting  the 
unfortunate  man  whose  widow  and  orphan  family 
he  now  beheld  around  him. 

Zophar  had  been  by  trade  a  carpenter,  and  had 
acquired  considerable  skill  in  one  of  its  highest 
branches,  that  of  carving.  He  had  inherited  and 
indeed  learnt  the  trade  from  his  grandfather 
Bezaleel,  who  in  the  reign  of  Manasseh  had  been 
one  of  the  most  able  workmen  of  his  time.  The 
designs  and  models  which  hung  around  the  walls 
were  such  as  Zophar  himself  had  conceived  and  ex- 
ecuted for  the  new  palace  built  by  Jehoiakim,  the 
brother  of  the  present  king.  Zophar  had  employed 
all  his  own  skill  and  art  for  some  years  in  this 
work,  and  had  been  employed  by  the  king's  officers 
to  superintend  other  decorations  of  the  same  kind 
in  the  royal  mansion.  The  payment,  however,  of 
his  wages  had  been  deferred  from  time  to  time,  till 
at  length  his  own  resources  had  become  quite  ex- 
hausted; but  still  he  had  laboured  on,  afraid  of 
sacrificing  what  was  already  due  to  him  if  he  for- 
sook his  present  post,  and  yet  having  now  no  other 
means  than  money  borrowed  on  usury  by  which  to 
maintain  himself  or  his  fiamily.    The  palace  being 
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at  length  completed,  less  attention  tiian  before  i?as 
paid  to  the  workmen's  demands  for  payment ;  and 
many  a^ne  like  Zophar  was  thus  iniquitously  re- 
duced to  distress  and  poverty  after  sp^iding  £ar 
years  their  labour  and  their  substance  in  providing 
for  the  luxurious  comforts  of  their  ungrateful 
sovereign.* 

Thus  much  of  Zophar's  histoiy  the  stranger  bad 
heard  on  a  former  occasion.  A  very  few  w<»rda  of 
inquiry  were  sufficient  to  explain  to  him  the  rest. 
''Are  these  carvings  which  I  see,"  he  asked  of 
Mahlah,  "  the  work  of  thy  father's  hands  ?" 

'^  All  save  one,"  replied  she.  The  model  of  the 
great  altar  which  King  Abas  set  up,  affcer  the  pat* 
tern  of  the  one  at  Damascus^  is  the  work  of  one  of 
my  forefathers."  "  These,"  she  added,  pointmg  to- 
one  side  of  the  room^ ''  are  copies  from  tibie  wad: 
which  my  father  executed  for  the  new  palace  of  the 
king."  And  her  voice  faltered  as  she  remembeied 
how  often  her  father  in  the  hour  of  diatren  and 
poverty  had  been  wont  to  lament  for  his  cbiUteen'i 
sake  rather  than  his  own,  ov^  those  memf»ials 
of  bis  imreqiuted  services.  "•  And  these  again^" 
she  was  going  on  to  add,  poinding  to  tlie  othar 
wall,  ''are — "  but  ere  the  wcnrds  could  paaa  bar 
lips  conscience  suddenly  smote  and  checked  bar. 
The  stranger  asked  no  more.  His  eye  bad  been 
too  well  accustomed  to  the  sights  which  daily  met 
bim  in  Jerusalem  and  her  streets  to  &il  of  xeoog- 
nising,  even  in  the  imfinished  state  in  whidi  some 

4>  See  Jeremiah  xziL  IS. 
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of  them  had  been  left,  the  various  representations 
which  Mahlah  hesitated  to  describe.  Images  and 
idols  borrowed  fi^om  every  neighbouring  people 
were  to  be  seen  in  the  streets  and  dwellings  of  the 
once  holy  city ;  and  Zophar  had  been  compelled,  as 
a  last  resource  and  against  his  conscience,  to  pros- 
titute his  hand  to  the  forbidden  trade  of  fabricating 
heathen  shrines  and  figures  for  his  idolatrous  fellow 
countrymen.  The  stranger  sighed  inwardly,  and 
yet  wondered  not  that  the  Lobd,  the  jealous  God, 
should  visit  His  people  with  the  rod  of  His  anger 
for  these  things. 

His  attendant  had  now  returned,  bringing  a  sup- 
ply of  water,  which,  short-lived  as  was  the  relief 
which  it  could  afford,  was  hailed  as  an  invaluable 
boon. 

Having  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  fe- 
verish lips  of  the  two  sick  damsels  cooled  and 
refreshed  by  his  seasonable  benevolence,  and  now 
whispering  a  few  more  words  of  comfort  into  the 
disconsolate  widow's  ear,  with  promises  of  further 
relief  and  assistance,  Ebedmelech  (for  the  chari- 
table stranger  was  no  other  than  he)  took  his  leave. 
He  had  learnt  some  brief  particulars  of  Zophar' s 
earlier  history  on  the  night  preceding,  when  the  un- 
fortunate man  had  so  unexpectedly  accosted  the  king 
and  himself  in  their  evening  walk.  After  the  few 
words  which  had  passed  between  them  in  the  king's 
hearing,  Ebedmelech  had  beckoned  to  Zophar  to  fol- 
low him,  and  in  the  course  of  their  hasty  return  to  the 
palace  he  had  made  himself  acquainted  with  the  out- 
line of  his  present  and  former  circumstances,  as  well 

TJ 
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as  with  his  name  aod  place  of  abode.  It  was  the 
recent  recollection  of  this  which  had  caused  Ebed- 
melech  to  start  with  surprise  on  hearing  the  same 
name  pronounced  by  the  distressed  widow  on  the 
following  morning,  and  on  witnessing  the  mangled 
remains  of  him  with  whom  he  had  conversed  only 
so  short  a  time  before. 

Zophar,  fearful  of  relying  on  Ebedmelech's  pro- 
mises of  relief,  which  he  had  kindly  assured  him 
that  he  should  receive  on  the  next  morning,  had 
ventured  still  on  his  intended  search  outside  the 
walls,  and  there,  like  many  others  before  him,  had 
met  his  end.  But  Ebedmelech,  when  despatched 
at  the  dawn  of  day  by  the  king  to  learn  what  tidings 
the  return  of  morning  had  brought,  forgot  not  to 
put  into  his  servant's  hands  the  seasonable  gift 
which  he  had  just  bestowed,  though  under  circum- 
stances very  different  from  what  he  had  anticipated, 
upon  the  distressed  family  of  Zophar. 


CHAPTER  XVIL 


V2 


**  The  Lord  had  made  a  covenant  with  them,  and  charged 
them,  saying,  Ye  shall  not  fear  other  gods,  nor  bow  yourselves 
to  them,  nor  serve  them,  nor  sacrifice  to  them.  •  •  ♦  • 
Howbeit  they  did  not  hearken,  but  they  did  after  their  former 
manner.  So  these  nations  feared  the  Lord  and  served  their 
graven  imagee,  both  their  children  and  their  children's  chil- 
dren.'»--2  Kings  xviiL  35,  40,  41. 


CHAPTEE  XVII. 

**  Thammuz  came  next  behind, 
Whose  annual  wound  to  Lebanon  allured 
The  Syrian  damsels  to  lament  his  fate 
In  amorous  ditties  all  a  summer's  day  ; 
While  smooth  Adonis  from  his  native  rock 
Ran  purple  to  the  sea,  supposed  with  blood 
Of  Thamqiuz  yearly  wounded.    The  love  tale 
Infected  Sion's  daughters  with  like  heat ; 
Whose  wanton  passions  in  the  sacred  porch 
Ezekiel  saw,  when  by  the  vision  led 
His  eye  surveyed  the  dark  idolatries 
Of  alienated  Judah/' 

Paradise  Lost^  Book  I. 

OvEE  the  lofty  gateway  which  led  from  the 
women's  court  to  the  court  of  Israel  was  a  spacious 
chamber  commanding  the  view  of  the  whole  Temple 
area.  It  was  there  that  the  Sanhedrim  or  great 
council  of  the  princes  was  in  those  days  wont  to 
hold  its  assemblies.*  The  position  of  the  tower 
and  gateway  was  central  and  conspicuous,  and  was 
intended  probably  to  be  so  as  corresponding  with 

*  See  Lightfoot,  Ed.  fol.  Lond.  1684,  Vol.  I.  p.  1063. 
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the  dignity  and  importance  which  the  tribunal  itself 
held  in  the  body  politic  of  the  Hebrew  state. 
Looking  eastward  from  this  point,  the  eye  rested 
first  upon  the  nearer  or  women's  court,  surrounded 
by  its  various  chambers  and  colonnades,  and  next 
upon  part  of  the  outer  court  or  court  of  the  Gren- 
tiles  with  its  stiU  more  extensive  por^-cos  and 
more  numerous  gateways.  In  the  same  direction, 
but  more  distant,  the  Mount  of  Olives,  with  its 
fruitful  groves  and  tufted  palms,  separated  only 
from  Mount  Moriah  by  the  deep  valley^of  the 
Kedron,  formed  the  back  ground  of  the  view.  In 
the  opposite  direction,  westward,  the  lofty  hiU  of 
Glihon  bounded  the  prospect.  Between  it  and  the 
Temple  lay  the  city,  rising  almost  like  an  amphi- 
theatre from  the  foot  of  Mount  Moriah,  having 
Acra  or  the  lower  city  to  the  right.  Mount  Zion  or 
the  upper  city  to  the  left.  But  nearer  still,  and 
exactly  facing  the  gateway,  stood,  on  its  own  dis- 
tinct and  elevated  level,  the  holy  sanctuary  of  the 
LoBD  of  Hosts,  with  its  towering  porch  and  its 
two  famous  brazen  pOlars.  On  a  lower  level,  and 
at  the  foot,  as  it  were,  of  this  temple  throne,  was 
seen  the  great  brazen  altar  of  burnt  offerings,  its 
capacious  base  and  gentle  ascent  occupying  the 
centre  of  the  priests'  court,  which  was  itself  sur- 
rounded by  the  greater  court  or  court  of  Israel. 

In  the  council-room  of  the  Sanhedrim,  for  gene- 
rations past,  the  senators  of  Judah  had  been  wont 
to  hold  their  deliberations  on  sacred  matters.  As 
the  high-priest  was,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  presi- 
dent of  this  assembly,  he  naturally  became  possessed 
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of  mucli  influence  in  directing  its  proceedings. 
Such  influence  Seraiah,  it  may  be  easily  imagined, 
had  at  the  present  time  not  failed  to  use  to  the 
utmost.  At  every  crisis  of  afliairs  here  was  a  rallyr 
ing  point  for  any  who  would  unite  in  his  plans,  and 
allow  themselves  to  be  made  his  agents  or  confe- 
derates. Here  was  also  a  ready  hearing  given  to 
any  designs  or  suggestions  against  those  who  pre- 
sumed to  thwart  the  high-priest  or  his  associates. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  that  day  Seraiah  was 
seen  passing  with  hurried  steps  from  the  council- 
room,  through  the  temple  courts,  in  the  direction 
of  the  city ;  and  those  who  happened  to  notice  the 
knitted  brow  and  angry  scowl,  which  sat  upon  his 
countenance,  might  have  augured  as  certainly  the 
stroke  of  vengeance  about  to  fall  on  some  hapless 
victim,  as  he  who  views  the  red  and  lowering  aspect 
of  a  Syrian  sky  at  dawn  may  predict  the  approach- 
ing storm.  Nor  had  his  looks,  as  circumstances 
soon  proved,  been  wholly  unobserved  by  the  by- 
standers. "  No  doubt  tidings  of  the  prophet's  re- 
lease have  reached  the  high-priest's  ears,"  said  one 
to  the  other  of  two  persons  who  were  standing  to- 
gether under  the  colonnade  near  the  entrance  of 
the  Sanhedrim,  "  and  evil  is  again  intended  against 
him." 

"  Would  to  GloD,"  replied  the  other,  "  they  were 
as  active  in  planning  how  to  defeat  the  counsels  of 
the  Loed's  enemies,  as  they  are  in  persecuting 
His  unoffending  ambassador ;  and  then  there  might 
even  yet  be  hope  for  our  beleaguered  city.  But 
now — "      The  voice  of  the  venerable  and  aged 
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man  here  faltered;  and  wrmging  bis  hands,  he 
looked  imploringly"  towards  heaven,  while  the  silent 
tear  unconsciously  started  into  his  eye,  and  fell 
upon  his  snow-white  beard. 

To  foresee,  under  present  circumstances,  the 
rapidly  approaching  crisis  of  bis  country's  sinking 
fortunes,  might  have  appeared  an  easy  task  for  the 
experienced  eye  of  the  sire;  but  he,  who  now 
spoke,  had  stronger  evidence  than  merely  bis  own 
forebodings  to  warn  him.  It  was  the  aged  Buzi, 
the  father  of  Ezekiel.  The  pious  and  parental 
care  bestowed  in  the  training  of  his  son's  earlier 
years  had  borne  but  little  fruit  of  comfort  or  con- 
solation, such  as  the  good  father  had  hoped  that  his 
son  would  have  been  able  to  afford  him  in  his 
declining  days  :  for  Ezekiel  had  been  carried  away 
into  captivity  just  at  the  age  when  he  was  begm- 
ning  to  be  a  support  and  companion  to  his  aged 
parent.  Yet  deeply  as  Buzi  had  felt  at  the  mo- 
ment the  loss  and  privation  of  his  son's  society,  his 
sorrow  had  been  often  since  alleviated  when  he 
witnessed  the  persecutions  that  embittered  the  life 
of  Gron's  sole  surviving  ambassador  in  Jerusalem. 
Honoured,  as  he  felt,  by  his  son's  being  called, 
among  his  brethren  in  captivity,  to  a  similar  holy 
office  with  that  of  Jeremiah,  yet  the  father's  beart 
naturally  shrunk  from  the  thought  of  seeing  that 
son  called  to  bear  the  same  lot  of  ceaseless  and 
harassing  persecution  which  he  daily  saw  the  pro- 
phet obliged  to  endure.  It  was  now,  indeed, 
rather  the  son's  turn  to  grieve,  in  anxiety  for  the 
parent  who  had  so  tenderly  watched  over  the  season 
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of  his  childhood.*  Clearly  to  him  had  been  re- 
vealed, and  through  him  to  his  fellows  in  captivity, 
the  coming  downfal  of  the  holy  city ;  and  neither 
suckling  nor  hoary  sire  was  to  be  spared.  Regu- 
larly each  year,  as  long  as  the  embassy  continued 
to  go  to  and  fro  between  Babylon  and  Jerusalem 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  annual  tribute,  had 
Ezekiel  sent  tidings  to  his  father,  both  of  their 
state  as  prisoners  among  the  heathen,  and  also  of 
the  oracles  and  revelations  which  the  Lobd  had 
been  pleased  to  make  through  him  to  his  fellow- 
countrymen.  These  had  left  Buzi's  pious  mind  in 
no  doubt  as  to  what  would  be  the  issue  of  the  pre- 
sent siege  and  crisis  in  his  country's  fate ;  for  to 
his  eye,  dimmed  as  it  was  by  age,  yet  unclouded  by 
the  mists  of  prejudice  or  wilftd  sin,  most  manifest 
and  clear  were  the  apostacy,  and  rebellion,  and 
obstinacy  of  his  fellow-citizens.  With  the  feelings 
not  only  of  a  warm  patriot,  but  also  of  a  Hebrew, 
a  son  of  Abraham,  a  faithful  and  devoted  servant 
of  the  Lobd  Jehovah,  he  still  looked  back  fondly 
to  the  times,  first  of  his  own  youthful  days,  and 
then  to  those  of  his  country's  youthful  honours 
and  heaven-protected  career.  The  latter  part  of 
the  penitent  Manasseh's  reign,  followed  by  that  of 
his  exemplary  son  Josiah,  had  gladdened  the  heart 
of  many  a  true  Israelite  ;  and  Buzi  had  been  one 

•  "It  is  probable  that  Buzi  his  (Ezekiers)  father  had  pre- 
served his  own  family  from  the  taint  of  idolatry,  and  had 
educated  his  son  for  the  priestly  office  in  all  the  learning  of 
the  Hebrews,  and  particularly  in  the  study  of  their  sacred 
books." — Newcome  on  Ezekiel,    Introduction,  p.  27. 
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who  had  cheerfully  joined  in  the  abolition  of  the 
idolatrous  abuses  prevalent  before  that  time.  Little 
had  he  anticipated  that  the  evening  of  his  life 
would  see  all  these  abominations  renewed  with 
double  vigour,  and  at  length  increased  to  such  a 
height  as  to  call  down  the  summary  vengeance  of 
the  Almighty  upon  His  people.  The  enthusiasm  of 
youth  and  the  warmth  of  holy  zeal  had  not  Mled 
to  picture  to  his  glowing  imagination  in  his  earlier 
years  the  return  of  such  days  as  those  of  Solomon 
and  David,  when  from  the  river  even  unto  the  sea 
all  was  subject  to  the  sceptre  of  Judah — ^when 
kings  came  from  afar  to  see  the  glory  of  Israel — 
and  when  it  was  proclaimed  far  and  wide  by  the 
voice  of  their  national  history  that  "there  is  a 
GrOD  that  judgeth  the  earth." 

Amid  such  bright  anticipations  and  prospects 
had  the  spring  of  Buzi's  life  opened;  how  dark 
and  lowering,  alas !  the  storm  which  had  already 
overclouded  the  autumn  of  his  days,  and  which,  by 
successive  blasts,  was  destroying  the  promised  har- 
vest of  his  pious  hopes.  As  he  still  daily  trode 
those  holy  courts,  and  lingered  around  the  hallowed 
sanctuary,  scarcely  could  he  convince  himself  that 
the  sentence  of  final  destruction  would  not  even 
yet  be  withdrawn.  On  that  very  mount,  he  re- 
membered, it  had  come  to  pass  in  former  ages,  long 
ere  the  Loed  had  honoured  it  by  choosing  it  to 
set  His  name  there,  that  the  faithful  patriarch  had 
stood  in  obedience  to  Jehovah's  word — ^the  very 
pile  prepared,  the  sword  unsheathed,  and  the  arm 
uplifted  in  priestly  attitude  over  the  child  of  pro- 
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mise — ^yet  Q-od,  even  at  that  last  moment,  had 
opened  a  way  of  escape,  and  provided  Himself  with 
a  substitute  for  the  intended  victim.  Might  He 
not  do  so  now  too,  and  spare  that  revered  and 
much-loved  house  which  He  had  caused  to  be 
built  to  His  honour  ?  Though  He  had  suffered  it 
to  be  stripped  of  its  golden  ornaments — ^with 
which,  as  a  chaste  virgin,  it  had  been  decked  in  the 
days  of  innocence — and  to  be  robbed  of  many  of  its 
sacred  utensils  and  treasures,  to  glut  the  avarice 
of  the  foreign  spoiler,  still  these  were  but  as  the 
perishable  foliage  which  fades,  and  may  again,  if 
there  be  but  life  in  the  parent  stock,  be  restored  in 
vernal  freshness. 

Thus  would  Buzi  often  inwardly  argue  with 
himself  against  the  fears  and  convictions  of  his 
less  hopeful  hours.  And  if  at  other  seasons  he 
permitted  himself  to  find  for  a  while  in  such  pious 
meditations  a  refuge  from  those  melancholy  fore- 
bodings, which  now  forced  themselves  on  every 
thoughtful  mind,  much  more  did  he  occasionally 
indulge  in  such  fond  reveries,  when  he  found  him- 
self, apart  from  the  crowd,  and  engaged  in  the  due 
discharge  of  his  priestly  office,  within  the  very 
sanctuary  of  the  Lobd  Jehovah.  There,  in  the 
sacred  retirement  of  solitude  and  silence,  he  would 
tarry,  and  mingle  his  earnest  prayers  and  suppli- 
cations with  the  wreathing  volumes  that  arose  from 
the  golden  altar  of  incense.  As  he  watched  the 
curling  clouds  of  vapour  mounting  lightly  upwards, 
and  loading  the  air  with  their  aromatic  fragrance, 
he  forgot  not  to  entreat  that  the  unworthy  aspira- 


800  TALMON  USTD  HABASSAH. 

tions  and  VOWS,  wliicli  lie  had  poured  forth  firom 
his  inmost  heart,  might  similarly  be  borne  heaven- 
wards on  the  wings  of  mercy,  and  become  an  offering 
of  sweet  savour  before  the  throne  of  the  Most  High. 
On  such  occasions  his  thoughts  would  fiain  travel 
back  to  that  memorable  day  when,  on  the  first  dedi- 
cation of  the  temple,  the  heavenly  cloud  descended 
in  the  sight  of  the  assembled  nation,  and  wrapping 
in  mysterious  darkness  the  dweUing-place  of  the 
God  of  Israel,  compelled  even  the  priests  to  retire 
from  their  ministering  duties  while  the  glorious 
Inhabitant  took  possession  of  His  new  abode.  And 
could  it  be,  that  this  sacred  emblem  of  the  Divine 
presence,  which  had  hallowed  those  holy  walls  from 
their  first  foundation — ^which  even  in  earlier  times 
had  been,  as  a  piUar  of  fire,  the  shelter  of  Gk)D'8 
people  from  their  Egyptian  pursuers,  and  had  led 
the  chosen  nation  in  safety  and  security  6t)m  amid 
their  manifold  dangers,  could  it  be  brought  to  pass 
that  this  should  be  suddenly  and  entirely  with- 
drawn ?  Should  the  steps  of  the  stranger  and  the 
uncircumcised  dare  to  profane  not  only  the  sacred 
spot,  where  he  now  knelt,  but  even  the  holy  of 
holies,  which,  though  within  a  few  yards  of  him, 
was  so  jealously  veiled  from  the  common  gaze  that 
not  even  his  eyes  were  permitted  to  behold  it,  nor 
his  feet  to  draw  near  to  it  ?  Should  it  indeed  be 
told  among  the  heathen  that  the  Lobd  had  utterly 
forsaken  His  people,  that  He  had  given  His  tem- 
ple to  the  spoiler,  and  His  holy  mountain  to  deso- 
lation ? — Would  not  this  be  breaking  the  covenant 
that  He  had  made  with  His  servant  David — ^nay. 
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which  He  had  made  even  earlier  with  His  people  by 
the  patriarch  Jacob  that  "  the  sceptre  should  not 
depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  lawgiver  from  between 
his  feet  until  Shiloh  came  ?" 

As  he  thus  allowed  the  heart's  fervent  wishes 
from  within  to  beget  hopes  of  a  kindred  kind,  and 
to  persuade  himself  at  last  into  a  belief  of  their 
truth,  he  would,  at  the  same  time,  gaze  around 
upon  the  objects  so  familiar  yet  so  hallowed  in  his 
eyes,  and  seek  among  them  for  fresh  materials  of 
consolation  and  encouragement.  JNTear  and  around 
him  were  ranged  in  goodly  order  the  ten  golden 
candlesticks,*  each  with  its  sevenfold  arms,  spread- 
ing hither  and  thither  like  some  stately  cedar — 
their  exquisite  workmanship  and  graceftil  form, 
borrowed  from  no  human  design,  but  made  after 
the  very  pattern  shown  by  Q-on  to  Moses  in  the 
mount — ^the  soft  light  of  their  numerous  lamps 
caught  and  reflected  in  various  directions  from  the 
gilded  cedar  beams  above,  from  the  golden  altar 
and  table  of  shew-bread  beneath,  and  from  the 
polished  surface  of  the  doors  and  door-posts  of 
olive  wood,  richly  carved  and  inlaid  as  they  were 
with  precious  stones  and  jewels — all  thus  com- 
bining to  light  up  and  display  to  frill  advantage 
the  curiously  wrought  tracery  and  glowing  colours 
of  the  vail  which  screened  from  human  gaze  the 
most  holy  place. 

Buzi's  reverence  for  these  hallowed  symbols, 
which  by  Q-qd's  own  appointment  graced  the  ante- 

*  See  1  Kings  yU.  49. 
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chamber  of  His  earthly  dwelling  place,  had  not 
only  grown  with  his  growth,  and  strengthened 
with  his  years  from  earliest  youth,  but  had  been 
inherited  from  his  forefathers.  JNTo  wonder  then 
that  the  accumulated  respect  and  love  of  successive 
generations,  which  had  thus  entwined  itself  with 
every  better  feeling  of  the  heart,  could  not  bear 
without  many  a  painful  effort,  to  be  parted  even 
in  anticipation  from  that  to  which  it  had  so  long 
clung.  Buzi  still  dared  to  hope,  in  spite  of  all  his 
doubts,  and  difficulties,  and  discouragements :  and 
yet  many  such  now  continually  befeU  him. 

That  very  morning  as  he  had  just  come  forth 
alone  from  the  sanctuary  after  the  due  discharge  of 
his  priestly  office,  his  bosom  still  glowing  with  holy 
hope  that  Gon  would  at  length  hear  his  prayers 
and  turn  the  hearts  of  his  fellow  countrymen  from 
their  sins — lost  as  he  was  for  the  time  in  a  train  of 
such  happy  thoughts  and  pious  visions  of  the  fu- 
ture, he  had  passed  almost  unconsciously  through 
the  court  of  the  priests,  and  thence  through  that 
of  the  Israelites  to  the  north  gate  which  commu- 
nicated with  the  outer  court.  At  this  point  sounds 
and  sights  suddenly  burst  upon  his  senses,  which, 
alas  !  speedily  and  rudely  dispelled  the  fair  visions 
that  his  imagmation  had  been  busy  in  picturing  to 
him.  Loud  and  passionate  lamentations  were 
heard — ^the  shrill  voices  of  women,  mingled  with 
the  plaintive  notes  of  pipes,  but  drowned  occa- 
sionally by  wild  and  incoherent  outbursts  of  griefi 
scarcely  to  be  mistaken  for  the  accents  of  natural 
and  genuine  sorrow,  yet  differing  from  the  usxud 
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manner  of  hired  mourners  or  minstrels.  A  few 
steps  more  brought  Buzi  in  view  of  the  group  from 
which  these  sounds  proceeded.  It  consisted  of 
women  of  various  ages.  They  were  busily  engaged 
in  all  the  violent  gesticulations  by  which  grief  was 
wont  to  be  outwardly  expressed — some  beating  on 
their  breasts  and  limbs,  with  loud  and  repeated 
blows — others  apparently  tearing,  or  grasping  vio- 
lently, the  hair  that  hung  loosely  about  their  necks 
and  shoulders — and  many  rolling  themselves  with 
their  faces  on  the  pavement,  around  an  image  which 
was  erected  near  the  entrance  gateway.  "  Whither, 
whither  is  he  gone  ?"  cried  a  harsh  but  female 
voice,  at  its  highest  pitch.  "  Eetum,  O  beauteous, 
O  beloved  Adonis  ;  the  voice  of  Milcah  calls  thee. 
Return  to  the  arms  of  the  fair  goddess  who  de- 
lighted in  thee." — "Eetum,  return,"  cried  the 
whole  chorus  of  shrill  voices,  "  or  we  wiQ  die  here 
around  thy  deserted  couch.  Oh !  Thammuz,  have 
we  not  wept  for  thee  during  the  night  ?  and  lo !  the 
morning  hath  brought  us  no  joy."* 

Far  more  bitter  than  aU.  their  assumed  sorrow 
was  the  real  grief  of  Buzi  at  such  a  sight.  The 
truth  now  quickly  burst  upon  his  mind.  It  was 
the  annual  season  for  the  lamentation  of  Adonis  ;t 

*  See  Newcomb  on  Ezekiel,  chap.  viiL,  and  Univ,  Hist. 
Vol.  I.  p.  401. 

t  It  is  probable  that  tinder  the  idolatrous  kings  of  Judah 
who  brought  in  the  worship  of  Tammuz  this  festival  fell  in  the 
month  that  answered  to  the  fourth  month  of  the  Jews,  corre- 
sponding with  a  part  of  our  June  and  July. — See  Lowth's 
Commentary  on  Ezekielf  c.  viii.  p.  14. 
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and  here  even  in  Jehovah's  courts  the  women  of 
Judah  ventured  to  celebrate  those  impure  and  ido- 
latrous rites.  Could  it  be  wondered  at  if  the  Lobb 
was,  by  such  abominations  and  such  bold  effi^ntery 
in  pursuing  them,  provoked  to  jealousy  ?  In  vain 
did  Buzi  make  the  effort  and  lift  up  his  voice  to 
warn  these  shameless  votaries  of  heathen  pollutions. 
They  drowned  his  words  with  louder  outcries  than 
before,  till  he  retired,  hiding  his  face  and  smiting  his 
hands  together,  in  sorrow  and  holy  indignation. 
Tear  after  year  he  had  endeavoured,  both  by  his 
own  authority  and  by  whatever  assistance  he  could 
gain  from  other  quarters,  to  put  down  such  for- 
bidden customs.  In  vain'  had  he  entreated  the  in- 
terposition of  Seraiah  the  high-priest ;  it  had  been 
denied  him.  And  though  he  was  aware  that  the 
usual  season  had  returned  again  for  the  annual  ce- 
lebration of  these  rites,  after  the  ingathering  of  the 
summer  fruits,  yet  amid  the  overpowering  weight 
of  the  present  distress,  it  had  escaped  his  recollec- 
tion imtil  the  scene  itself  burst  unexpectedly  upon 
his  sight.  Even  as  he  saw  it  now,  it  was  indeed 
different  from  what  it  had  been  in  former  years. 
Famine  and  death,  and  misery  in  various  forms, 
had  thinned  the  number  of  Judah' s  apostate 
daughters  ;  but  still  there  remained  many  like 
Milcah,  the  wife  of  Dascon,  bold  as  before,  and 
firmly  wedded  as  ever  to  those  sinful  customs. 

It  was  but  a  few  moments  after  witnessing  a 
scene  so  paiofiil  to  his  feelings  that  Buzi  was  met 
near  the  eastern  gate  of  the  priests'  court  by  a 
friend,  upon  whose  careworn  countenance  a  passiiig 
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smile  seemed  to  tell  of  a  Heart  lightened  for  a  wliile 
from  habitual  sorrow.  As  he  caught  sight  of  Buzi 
his  features  seemed  to  lighten  up  with  even  a 
brighter  glow,  such  as  anticipated  sympathy,  whe- 
ther in  sorrow  or  in  joy,  is  wont  to  produce.  Ha- 
bited in  the  usual  dress  of  his  order,  the  flowing 
linen  robes,  and  bearing  at  his  side,  as  a  badge  and 
a  ready  instrument  of  his  calling,  the  inkhom  and 
writing  instruments,  Baruch  the  scribe  approached 
with  reyerence,  bowing  himself,  and  making  obei- 
sance to  the  aged  priest  and  sire. 

"  Peace,  thou  son  of  Neriah,"  said  Buzi,  as  they 
came  near  each  other,  "  if  peace  be  ever  again  des- 
tined to  visit  our  unhappy  city." — "  Peace,"  replied 
Baruch ;  "  and  may  the  Loed  in  His  mercy  yet 
send  us  peace.  I  was  seeking  thee,  my  father,  to 
report  to  thee  some  better  tidings  than  I  have  of 
late  been  wont  to  bring.  It  hath  pleased  the  Loed 
to  turn  again  the  heart  of  the  king,  and  he  hath 
released  the  prophet  by  the  hands  of  Ebedmelech, 
the  king's  chamberlain,  6*om  the  dungeon  into 
which  they  had  cast  him.  And  even  now  my  lord 
the  king  hath  sent  and  fetched  him  secretly  that 
he  may  inquire  of  him  if  there  be  still  any  tidings 
from  the  Loed.  Oh !  that  it  may  please  Him,  in 
whose  hand  are  the  hearts  of  kings,  who  tumeth 
them  whithersoever  He  will,  to  bring  it  to  pass  that 
the  king  our  master  shall  listen  to  the  voice  of  the 
prophet,  and  obey  the  words  of  the  Loed." 

Scarcely  had  Baruch  finished  speaking  when  his 
eyes  were  met  by  the  angry  looks  of  Seraiah,  hastily 
crossing,  as  it  has  been  described,  from  the  council 
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hall  of  the  Sanhedrim  towards  the  city.  On  recog- 
nising Baruch,  the  feithful  attendant  of  Jeremiah, 
a  still  darker  frown  seemed  to  gather  over  the  fea- 
tures of  the  high-priest.  Baruch' s  fears  were  ac- 
cordingly once  more  awakened,  and  were  expressed 
to  Buzi  in  almost  the  same  breath  in  which  he  had 
just  been  describing  the  more  hopeful  prospect  that 
appeared  but  now  to  have  opened  upon  them. 


FIRE-WORSHIPPERS.       VERT  ANCIBNT    PERSIAN   OR 
PARTHIAN  COIN. 
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*'  The  subject  of  this  affection  (generous  grief)  is,  not  the 
ungodly  themselvesi  who  are  professed  transgressors  of  this 
law ;  they  rather  make  a  sport  of  sin,  as  Solomon  speaks ;  but 
the  godly  are  they  that  are  affected  with  this  sorrow,  snch  as 
are  careful  observers  of  the  law  themselves^  and  mourn  first 
for  their  own  breaches  ;  for  these  are  the  only  fit  mourners 
for  the  transgression  of  others.  Whence  arise  those  public 
miseries  of  nations  and  kingdoms,  but  from  the  epidemic 
national  sins  of  the  people  as  the  deserving  and  procuring  cause 
at  God's  hand  ?  Ungodly  men  though  they  meddle  not  with 
public  affairs  at  all,  yea  though  they  be  faithful  and  honest 
in  meddling  with  them,  yet  by  reason  of  their  impious  lives  are 
traitors  to  their  nation :  they  are  truly  the  incendiaries  of  states 
and  kingdoms.  And  these  mourners,  though  they  can  do  no 
more,  are  the  most  loyal  and  most  serviceable  subjects,  bring- 
ing tears  to  quench  the  fire  of  wrath.  Tears  spent  for  worldly 
crosses  are  all  lost ;  they  run  aU  to  waste ;  they  are  empty 
fruitless  things.  But  tears  shed  for  the  breach  of  God's  law 
are  the  means  to  quench  God's  wrath.  The  prayers  and  tears 
of  some  few  may  avert  the  punishment  of  many,  yea  of  a  whole 
land.  This  mourning  for  other  men's  wickedness  both  testifies 
and  preserves  the  godly  man's  innocence.'' — Leiohton. 


CHAPTEE  XYm. 

*'  For  if  Thou  didst  punish  the  enemies  of  Thy  children  and 
the  condemned  to  death  with  such  deliberation,  giving  them 
time  and  place,  whereby  they  might  be  delivered  from  their 
malice;  with  how  great  circumspection  didst  Thou  judge 
Thine  own  sons,  unto  whose  fathers  Thou  hast  sworn  and 
made  covenants  of  good  promises." — Wisdom  qf  Solomon 
xii.  20. 

Sad  and  cheerless  was  the  conversation  which  the 
two  Mends  held  together  as  they  paced  awhile  the 
shady  porticos  of  the  Temple  court.  Many  a  tale 
of  prison-woe  had  Baruch  to  relate.  Long  familiar 
with  the  interior  of  the  prison  by  reason  of  his 
assiduous  attendance  on  the  prophet,  he  had  had 
ample  opportunities  of  learning  the  history  of  many 
who  were  confined  there.  Often  would  the  unfor- 
tunate victims  of  the  princes'  jealous  suspicion, 
who  had  been  seized  and  incarcerated  on  some 
vague  charges  of  treachery,  pour  their  complaints 
into  Baruch' s  compassionate  ear.  Seized  and 
bound  upon  accusations  utterly  groundless,  yet 
they  had  been  far  firom  able,  however  innocent, 
to  contend  against  such  powerful  enemies — ^and 
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once  accused  it  became  dangerous  even  for  their 
nearest  friends  to  show  sympathy  in  their  cause. 
Frequently  had  Baruch's  heart  been  melted  at 
the  daily  scene  of  suspense  and  disappointment 
which  he  had  witnessed  within  those  walls.  In 
some  few  instances  perhaps  the  hard-wrung  bribe 
had  succeeded  in  opening  the  gates  to  the  weary 
captive,  and  had  restored  him  to  a  dearly-bought 
freedom ;  but  where  such  means  were  wanting,  the 
loudest  claims  for  justice  or  pity  were  unheard. 
Day  after  day,  and  month  after  month  passed  on 
and  the  heart  sickening  over  its  own  hopeless  fate 
slowly  fretted  life  away,  like  the  caged  bird  which 
beats  its  frail  body  against  the  bars,  and  wastes  its 
last  breath  in  ineffectual  struggles  to  escape. 

Buzi  after  listening  in  sorrow  to  the  distressing 
details  of  the  miseries  which  daily  met  Baruch's 
eyes,  seemed  lost  for  a  while  in  silent  thought 
and  meditation,  as  though  he  were  pondering  over 
any  means  which  might  be  suggested  for  relieving 
the  sufferings  of  his  unhappy  feUow-countrymen. 
"  Woe,  woe  is  us,"  he  at  length  exclaimed,  "what 
hope  is  there  for  us  so  long  as  we  continue  thus 
perversely  to  forsake  the  ways  of  the  Loed  Jehotah 
and  to  walk  after  the  abominations  of  the  heathen  ? 
Behold  now  when  we  ought  to  be  preparing  accord- 
ing to  the  season  of  the  year  to  celebrate  the  feast 
of  weeks,  and  to  honour  the  Loed  with  the  first 
fruits  of  our  increase,  how  have  we  set  at  nought 
His  ordinances  and  His  statutes.  In  these  sacred 
courts  where  we  ought  to  have  been  declaring  the 
Loed's  goodness,  and  offering  to  Him  of  the  pro- 
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duce  of  the  earth  which  He  would  have  caused  it  to 
bear  unto  us,  if  we  had  obeyed  Him,  are  not  our 
wives  and  daughters  even  at  this  hour  polluting 
themselves  with  the  false  and  filthy  rites  of  the 
nations  around  us?'' — "Tea,  it  is  even  so,"  said 
the  aged  priest  raising  his  voice  and  speaking  with 
greater  energy  as  he  observed  others  around  him 
listening  to  his  words.  "  It  is  even  so,  and  in  the 
very  temple  of  the  Lobd  no  man  careth  for  BDls 
honour." — "  G-o  to  now,"  exclaimed  a  voice,  which 
the  bystanders  seemed  at  once  to  recognise  as  that 
of  a  person  in  authority;  "what  meaneth  this 
clamour  that  I  hear  ?  What,  thou  son  of  Neriah, 
art  thou  here  again  to  report  further  tidings  jfrom 
that  dreamer  of  Anathoth  ?  Knowest  thou  not 
that  the  princes  have  put  him  in  ward  but  yester- 
day, according  to  the  command  of  the  king  ?  And 
so  may  it  fall  out  with  aU  traitors  to  their  country. 
Beware,  thou  son  of  Neriah,  lest  a  like  thing  happen 
to  thee.  For  by  the  life  of  Baal,  thou  art  but 
leaning  on  a  bruised  reed,  if  thou  trustest  thy 
safety  to  the  prophet  who  hath  not  been  able  to 
save  himself." 

This  was  spoken  by  Zephaniah,  the  second 
priest  or  deputy  of  Seraiah,  who  as  he  was  acci- 
dentally descending  from  the  chamber  of  Hanan, 
the  son  of  Igdaliah,*  had  caught  Buzi's  concluding 
words,  and  had  supposed  at  the  moment  that 
Baruch,  upon  whom  his  eyes  first  feU,  was  the 
speaker  of  them.     But  he  quickly  perceived  his 

*  See  Jer.  xxxv.  4. 
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mistake,  and  observed,  not  without  some  little 
shame,  the  calm  and  dignified  look  of  the  aged 
Buzi  fixed  upon  him,  as  he  was  venting  his  haughty 
threats  and  invectives  against  Baruch  and  the 
prophet. 

Before  Baruch  had  time  to  reply,  Buzi  with  a 
manner  earnest,  but  firm  and  gentle,  answered, 
"  Say  not,  thou  son  of  Maaseiah,  that  it  is  we  who 
trust  to  a  bruised  reed,  while  our  confidence  ia  in 
the  words  of  the  prophet  of  the  Most  High  Gob. 
Verily  it  is  thou  and  the  princes  thy  associates  who 
are  relying  upon  a  bruised  reed,  inasmuch  as  ye 
have  *  trusted  in  man  and  made  flesh  your  arm,  and 
your  hearts  have  departed  from  the  Loed.'  To 
what  hath  the  Loed  compared  such  as  do  these 
things  ?  *  to  heath  in  the  desert ;  to  inhabitants  of  a 
salt  land,  of  parched  places  in  the  wilderness.'* 
And  hast  thou  not  heard  what  were  the  words  of 
Ahab  king  of  Israel,  and  what  the  prophet  Elijah 
answered  him  ?  *  I  have  not  troubled  Israel,  but 
thou  and  thy  father's  house  in  that  ye  have  for- 
saken the  commandments  of  the  Loed,  and  thou 
hast  followed  Baalim.'  And  where  is  now  the  house 
of  Ahab  ?  Is  there  a  man  of  them  left  to  stand 
before  the  Loed  ?  or  is  not  his  name  clean  put 
out  ?  And  where  is  the  city  of  his  fathers  ?  where 
is  now  Samaria,  and  her  children  ?  She  who  once 
boasted  that  she  had  ten  parts  in  Israel — alas! 
where  is  she  ?  Truly  the  Loed  was  long  suffering 
towards  her.      As  long  as  she  forsook   Him  not 

*  See  Jer.  xvii.  5,  6. 
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utterly,  He  was  her  shield  and  defence.  He  de- 
feated the  counsels  of  her  enemies,  and  suffered 
them  not  to  prevail  against  her.  *  Then  thousands 
fled  before  the  hundreds  of  Israel,'  and  the  *  terror 
of  the  LoED  was  a  waU  of  brass  unto  her.'  But 
she  forsook  the  Loed  her  strength  and  set  up  the 
idols  of  her  abominations  from  Dan  even  to  Bethel. 
And  behold  now  is  she  not  with  her  children  in 
captivity  ?  And  hath  not  the  Loed  by  His  pro- 
phets foretold  the  same  of  us  too,  thou  son  of 
Maaseiah,  if  we  do  not  speedily  repent  and  turn 
unto  Him  and  bow  to  the  rod  of  His  chastening  ? 
Are  not  His  sore  judgments  already  among  us? 
Are  not  the  sounds  of  the  dead,  and  the  dying,  day 
and  night  in  our  ears?  yea  even  now  when  we 
ought  to  be  rejoicing  before  the  Loed,  as  in  former 
years  at  His  appointed  feast,  and  honouring  Him 
with  the  first  fruits  of  the  earth.  Seemeth  it 
then  a  strange  thing,  Zephaniah,  that  our  G-od 
should  visit  for  these  things?  And  canst  thou, 
the  priest  of  the  Most  High,  look  upon  this  His 
temple  and  see  it  profaned  in  the  sight  of  this  sun 
by  the  foulest  abominations  of  the  heathen,  and 
yet  not  tremble  lest  the  Loed  should  indeed  for- 
sake it  and  give  it  over  to  the  hands  of  the  spoiler 
and  destroyer?" 

"With  aU  the  fervent  eloquence  of  a  heart  whose 
earnest  feelings  could  not  be  satisfied  till  it  beheld 
a  kindred  warmth  stirred  in  the  breast  of  others, 
Buzi  would  have  continued  his  warnings  and  his 
appeal  in  behalf  of  G-od's  honour  had  he  not  been 
interrupted  by  a  question  from  Zephaniah. 
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"  What  is  this  that  I  hear  ?"  asked  he.  "  Shall 
a  priest  of  the  Loed  liken  Samaria  to  Mount 
Zion,  which  the  Loed  hath  chosen  for  Himself? 
What  agreement  is  there  between  the  house  of 
Ahab,  upon  which  the  curse  of  the  Lobd  hath 
lighted,  and  the  house  of  our  father  David,  with 
whom  the  Loed  established  His  covenant,  and  to 
whom  He  promised  His  sure  mercies  ? — or  what 
have  the  high  places  of  Dan  and  Bethel  to  do  with 
the  temple  which  the  Loed  hath  caused  to  be  built 
for  His  honour  ?  Hath  it  not  been  declared  of  old 
time  that  whom  the  Loed  hath  separated  and 
chosen  to  come  near  unto  Him,  they  shall  come 
near  unto  Him,  and  none  other?*  And  was  it 
not  because  Korah  and  his  company  transgressed 
in  this  matter,  and  would  have  taken  upon  them 
the  priest's  office,  not  being  of  the  seed  of  Aaron, 
that  the  Loed  caused  the  earth  to  open  her  mouth, 
and  swallow -them  up  alive  ?  Why  marvel,  there- 
fore, if  the  Loed  hath  also  overthrown  the  altars 
of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to 
sin — and  if  He  hath  caused  those  to  perish  whom 
Jeroboam  made  priests  of  the  lowest  of  the  people  ? 
And  hast  thou  forgotten,  Buzi,  how  in  the  days  of 
David  the  Loed's  anger  was  kindled  against 
Uzzah,  the  son  of  Abinadab,  because  he,  not  being 
of  the  priesthood,  put  forth  his  hand  to  the  ark  of 
G-OD  ?  Therefore  is  it  that  the  Loed's  wrath 
waxed  hot  against  Ephraim — ^therefore  hath  He 
given  Samaria  and  her  children  to  the  spoiler  and 

*  See  Numb.  xvi. 
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the  conqueror  —  because  she  forsook  the  house 
wherein  He  dwelleth.  Her  children  came  not  up 
to  Jerusalem,  to  the  city  of  the  Lobd  of  hosts. 
Therefore  He  hath  broken  their  strength  as  a 
potsherd,  and  delivered  them  up  to  their  enemies. 
But  are  we  not  of  the  seed  and  family  of  Aaron  ? 
And  hath  not  the  Lobd  Himself  separated  us  to 
minister  unto  Him  ?  And  is  not  this  place  where 
we  now  stand  the  Temple  of  Jehovah,  the  Qton  of 
Israel,  the  place  of  BDls  habitation,  which  He  hath 
loved  more  than  all  the  gates  of  the  daughter  of 
Zion  ?  And  shall  this  be  as  Samaria  ?  Shall  the 
mountain  of  the  Lobd's  house  indeed  become 
heaps  ?  G-OD  do  so  unto  me  and  more  also  if  the 
head  of  the  man  who  sayeth  these  things  had  stood 
on  him  this  day,  except  it  had  been  thou,  Buzi. 
But  for  thine  hoary  hairs,  and  for  thine  office'  sake, 
as  a  priest  of  G-qd,  I  will  forbear  to  tell  it  imto  the 
princes,  lest  they  do  unto  thee  as  they  did  but  yes- 
terday unto  the  prophet  of  Anathoth." 

"Fear  not  for  me,"  replied  Buzi,  "but  for  thy- 
self and  the  princes  thy  companions*  I  am  this 
day  more  than  fourscore  years  old.  How  long 
then  have  I  to  live  that  I  should  fear  what  man 
can  do  unto  me  ?  Would  that  I  had  been  gathered 
in  peace  unto  my  fathers  before  this  day  of  rebuke 
and  blasphemy  had  come  upon  my  people!  But 
the  Lobd  hath  been  merciful  to  me,  and  hath 
granted  me  to  see  Jerusalem  in  prosperity  in  the 
days  of  my  youth.  And  now  be  it  imto  me  ac- 
cording to  His  will.  He  hath  given.  He  hath 
taken  away;  blessed  be  His  name.     But  let  not 
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thy  proud  heart  think,  thou  son  of  Maaseiah,  be- 
cause the  LoBD  hath  spared  us  unto  this  day, 
while  our  sister  Samaria  hath  perished  in  her  trans- 
gressions, that  we  are  without  sin  in  Hi  a  sight. 
Yea  rather,  is  not  our  sin  greater  than  hers,  if  we 
take  not  warning  by  our  sister's  fall?  Thou  wast 
right  in  that  thou  saidst  of  her,  that  she  had  trans- 
gressed in  forsaking  the  Temple  of  the  Lobb 
and  setting  up  her  idols  in  Dan  and  Bethel,  and 
in  making  unto  her  priests  whom  the  Lobd  had 
not  sanctified.  And  therefore  hath  desolation 
come  up  upon  her,  as  an  armed  man — destruction 
hath  overtaken  her  as  the  blast  of  the  desert.  But 
with  us  the  Lobd  still  dealeth  as  with  sons.  He 
bids  us  bow  to  His  rod  for  a  season,  and  submit 
ourselves  to  His  appointed  punishment ;  and  then 
may  this  holy  Temple  be  spared  from  the  hand  of 
the  destroyer.  Tet  if  we  harden  our  hearts,  and 
give  not  our  neck  to  the  yoke  which  it  seemeth 
good  to  Him  to  lay  upon  us,  how  shall  we  escape 
the  furiousness  of  His  wrath  ?  Hitherto  He  hath 
spared  us,  as  the  tenderest  of  fathers  would  spare 
his  only  son.  Ask  and  see  whether  He  hath  dealt 
so  with  other  nations.  Inquire  and  know  whether 
He  hath  given  them  any  such  gracious  promises. 
Even  this  proud  Babylon,  whose  armies  now  sur- 
round our  city,  how  hath  the  Lobd  foretold  utter 
destruction  against  her !  Hath  He  not  long  since 
declared  by  His  prophet,  *  Babylon,  the  glory  of 
kingdoms  and  the  beauty  of  the  Chaldee's  excel- 
lency, shall  be  as  when  G-od  overthrew  Sodom  and 
G-omorrah.     It  shall  never  be  inhabited,  neither 
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shall  it  be  dwelt  in  from  generation  to  generation.'* 
Again,  what  hath  Q-qd  spoken  concerning  her  by 
the  mouth  of  that  very  prophet  against  whose 
safety  thou  hast  even  now  conspired?  *When 
thou  comest  to  Babylon,  it  shall  be  when  thou  hast 
made  an  end  of  reading  this  book,  that  thou  shalt 
bind  a  stone  to  it,  and  cast  it  into  the  midst  of  Eu- 
phrates— and  thou  shalt  say.  Thus  shall  Babylon 
sink,  and  shall  not  rise  from  the  evil  that  I  will 
bring  upon  her.'t  What  hath  He  spoken  con- 
cerning EdomP  *My  sword  shall  be  bathed  in 
heaven ;  behold,  it  shall  come  down  upon  Idumea, 
and  upon  the  people  of  My  curse  to  judgment.  *  * 
The  streams  thereof  shall  be  turned  into  pitch, 
and  the  dust  thereof  into  brimstone,  and  the  land 
thereof  shall  become  burning  pitch.  It  shall  not 
be  quenched  night  nor  day;  the  smoke  thereof 
shall  go  up  for  ever ;  from  generation  to  generation 
it  shall  lie  waste ;  none  shall  pass  through  it  for 
ever  and  ever.' J  And  lastly,  what  of  Egypt,  upon 
whom  in  our  blindness  we  have  leant  for  help? 
*  Go  up  into  Q-ilead,  and  take  balm,  O  virgin 
daughter  of  Egypt :  in  vain  shalt  thou  use  many 
medicines;  for  thou  shalt  not  be  cured.' §  Mark 
the  righteous  sentence  of  the  Lobd  upon  these 
nations,  Zephaniah ;  and  now  hear  what  He  hath 
said  of  His  people  Judah  and  of  Jerusalem,  His 
holy  city,  *  Eear  not  thou,  O  Jacob,  My  servant,  for 
I  am  with  thee ;  for  I  will  make  a  fuU  end  of  all 
the  nations  whither  I  have  driven  thee ;  but  I  will 

*  Isaiah  xiii.  19.  f  Jer.  li.  61. 

t  Isaiah  xzxiv.  5,  9, 10.        §  Jer.  xlvi.  11. 
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it  necessary  for  Q-od's  honour  that  He  should  spare 
this  wicked  generation ;  nay,  nor  even  that  He 
should  deliver  this  His  holy  Temple.  '  Hath  the 
LoED  as  great  delight  in  burnt  offerings  and  sacri- 
fices as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lobd  ?'  And  is 
it  not  written  that  *  rebellion  is  in  His  sight  as  the 
sin  of  witchcraft,  and  stubbornness  as  iniquity  and 
idolatry  ?'  Of  what  profit  then  is  it  still  to  tread 
His  courts  while  our  heart  is  far  from  Him  ?  Shall 
this  save  us  from  His  wrath  ?  and  why  do  we  wor- 
ship the  false  gods  of  the  heathen  ?  Will  He  suffer 
His  name  thus  to  be  forgotten  on  the  earth  ?  No, 
He  hath  said,  *  Te  shall  not  be  as  the  nations  to 
worship  wood  and  stone.'  He  hath  set  us  to  testify 
against  such  abominations ;  and  if  we  do  not  so  by 
our  obedience,  surely  he  will  cause  us  to  bear 
testimony  to  Him  by  our  punishment.  He  hath 
set  the  two  before  us,  and  we  must  choose  there- 
fore whether  of  the  twain  we  will  have.  Oh !  let 
us  not  then  cast  His  mercies  behind  us.  Let  us 
even  now  turn  and  humble  ourselves  before  Him  in 
sackcloth  and  ashes.  '  Who  knoweth,  Zephaniah,  if 
He  will  even  yet  return,  and  repent,  and  leave  a 
blessing  behind  Him  ?'  " 

"Amen!  amen!"  said  Baruch,  as  the  aged 
priest  now  leant  upon  him  for  support,  wearied  and 
exhausted  by  his  earnest  efforts  in  the  cause  of 
truth  and  righteousness.  Zephaniah  gladly  seized 
the  opportunity,  and  with  a  smile  of  scorn  and  in- 
credulity left  the  spot,  and  passed  rapidly  on  in  the 
direction  which  he  had  observed  Seraiah  to  take  a 
short  time  before. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


"  Thus  we  see  how  Nineveh,  Babylon,  Tyre,  and  Egypt,  the 
great  adversaries  and  oppressors  of  the  Jews,  have  been  visited 
by  Divine  vengeance  for  their  enmity  and  cruelty  to  the  people 
of  God.  Not  that  we  must  think  God  so  partial  as  to  punish 
these  nations  only  for  the  sake  of  the  Jews ;  they  were  guilty 
of  other  flagrant  sins,  for  which  the  prophets  denounced  the 
Divine  judgments  upon  them.  Egypt  in  particular  was  severely 
threatened  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  for  her  idolatry,  her  pride, 
and  her  wickedness.  *  *  «  It  is  an  excellent  political 
aphorism  of  the  wisest  of  kings,  and  all  history  will  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  truth  of  it,  that  '  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation, 
but  sin  is  the  reproach  of  any  people.'  ** — ^Newton  On  ike 
Prophecies,  Diss.  xii. 


THE   WAILING   PLACE   OF  THE   JEWS. 


THE    PILLAR    OV   ABSALOM. 


•  ■«  fAO*  ia. 


CHAPTEE  XIX. 

**  At  sultry  noon  too  when  our  toils  were  done, 
We  to  the  gloomy  glen  were  wont  to  run ; 
There  on  the  turf  we  lay,  while  at  our  feet 
The  cooling  rivulet  rippled  softly  sweet, 
And  mused  on  holy  theme  and  ancient  lore, 
Of  deeds  and  days  and  heroes  now  no  more  ; 
Heard  as  his  solemn  harp  Isaiah  swept, 
Sung  woe  unto  the  wicked  land — and  wept ; 
Or  fancy-led,  saw  Jeremiah  mourn 
In  solemn  sorrow  o'er  Judea's  urn.** 

KiRKV  White.     Childhood,  Part  II.,  145. 

Difficulties  and  disasters  had  on  many  former 
occasions  assailed  the  daughter  of  Judah.  Armies 
had  encompassed  her  walls,  and  the  voice  of  the 
haughty  foe  had  been  heard  in  loud  and  exulting 
tones  at  her  gates,  threatening  to  overthrow  from 
its  foundations  her  mountain  throne.  But  in  those 
previous  affictions  she  and  her  children  "had 
sought  the  LoBD,  and  turned  them  early  and  in- 
quired after  God,  and  remembered  that  God  was 
their  strength  and  the  high  God  their  Bedeemer." 

So  long  there  was  mercy  for  Judah.  But  "  to 
clear  the  guilty,"  to  spare  the  impenitent  and 
t2 
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hardened,  is  no  part  of  mercy.  And  sucli  had 
Jerusalem,  her  king,  her  princes,  and  her  people 
now  become. 

The  rays  of  the  rising  sun  were  still  on  that 
morning,  as  in  former  times,  reflected  from  the  long 
rows  of  polished  and  snow-white  marble  pillars — 
from  the  many  parti-coloured  pavements,  and  gilded 
pinnacles  of  the  temple — the  noble  gateways,  which 
formed  the  entrances  to  the  several  courts,  still 
reared  their  heads  aloft,  the  folding  leaves  of  their 
spacious  doors  thrown  widely  open  to  court  as  it 
were  the  approach  of  the  numerous  worshippers 
whom  they  seemed  waiting  to  usher  into  the 
presence-chamber  of  the  Gron  of  Israel — ^their  mas- 
sive pillars  proud  to  bear  above  them  the  spacious 
council  chambers  where  the  priests  and  elders  of 
the  congregation  were  wont  to  meet — all  these 
things  stiU  remained  the  same — ^but  there  was  no 
longer  seen,  as  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah — the  king 
at  the  head  of  the  congregation  and  in  the  sight  of 
open  day  humbling  himself,  and  making  his  earnest 
confession  in  those  holy  courts  before  the  Lobb — 
and  moreover  not  content  with  doing  so  in  his  own 
person,  but  publicly  sending  his  messenger  clad  in 
sackcloth  to  the  Loed's  prophet  to  beg  his  inter- 
cession in  the  day  of  rebuke  and  blasphemy. 

A  far  different  scene  was  passing  now  on  that 
selfsame  spot  where  Hezekiah  had  formerly  knelt. 
As  the  eye  of  the  spectator  who  stood  in  the 
women's  court  of  the  temple  gazed  through  the 
wide  arch  of  the  gateway,  which  separated  that 
couirt  from  the   court  of  Israel,  and   caught,  iji 
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regular  perspective  beyond  it,  the  view  successively 
of  the  great  altar,  the  porch,  and  the  sanctuary, 
there  was  seen  also  just  within  the  court  another 
conspicuous  and  weU  known  object.  Connected  by 
a  covered  way  with  the  buildings  or  cloister  on  the 
southern  side,  but  exactly  over  against  the  great  altar 
of  burnt  offerings,  was  placed  the  throne  or  pillar 
of  the  king.  An  elevated  platform  of  costly  and 
elaborately  wrought  brass  work,  resting  against  a 
single  shaft  or  pillar,  which  itself  supported  a  light 
but  spreading  canopy,  formed  the  seat  of  state  or 
"  covert  of  the  Sabbath,"  where  on  solemn  occasions 
the  kings  of  Judah  took  their  place  at  the  head  of 
the  congregation.* 

It  was  there  that  Solomon  in  the  presence  of  all 
Israel  had  on  his  bended  knees,  poured  forth  that 
noble  prayer  at  the  first  dedication  of  the  temple.f 
It  was  there  that  he  had  stood,  and  with  hands 
spread  forth  to  heaven,  had  blessed  all  the  people, 
invoking  the  continuance  of  God's  fatherly  protec- 
tion on  them,  and  acknowledging  in  their  name, 
that  "  there  had  not  hitherto  failed  one  word  of  all 
the  Lobd's  good  promises  which  He  had  promised 
by  the  hand  of  Moses  His  servant."  It  was  there 
that  subsequently  the  youthftd  Joash,  rescued  as 
he  had  providentially  been  in  infancy  by  his  sister 
Jehosheba,  from  the  murderous  hands  of  Queen 
Athaliah,  and  now  left  as  the  only  surviving  male 
branch  of  the  house  of  Ahaziah,  had  been  first 

*  See  2  Kings  xLxiv.  23,  3,  and  2  Chron.  xxxiv.  31. 
t  1  Kings  viii.  24. 
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publicly  shown  by  his  guardian  the  pious  Jehoiada 
to  the  assembled  people.  There  in  his  seventh 
year  he  had  received,  amid  the  acclamations  of  his 
subjects,  the  crown  of  his  father — ^there  the  holy 
oil  had  been  poured  by  the  hands  of  the  high-priest 
on  the  brow  of  the  Lord's  anointed,  still  fresh  as  it 
was  with  the  bloom  of  early  childhood — and  there 
had  the  youthftd  monarch  once  more  renewed  the 
covenant  with  Gron,  that  the  people  and  their  king 
should  be  the  people  of  the  Lobd.* 

But  the  spot  which  had  been  hitherto  sought 
for  occasions  of  the  greatest  solemnity  and  publicity 
before  God  and  man,  was  on  this  day  converted 
into  the  secret  lurking  place  for  conscious  guilt 
and  fear.  The  entry  which  led  immediately  to  the 
elevated  platform  on  which  the  throne  stood, 
formed  a  small  ante-chamber  for  the  king's  private 
use  ;  and  a  covered  way  from  the  gate  ShaUecheth 
communicated  with  it,  so  that  the  sovereign  in 
resorting  to  the  temple  at  any  time  might,  if  he 
should  so  desire,  continue  unobserved,  until  he 
reached  the  conspicuous  position  purposely  assigned 
to  him. 

As  Seraiah  in  leaving  the  temple  that  morning 
had  taken  the  direction  which  led  him  close  by 
this  private  chamber,  called  the  king's  entry,  angry 
and  indignant  at  the  tidings  which  his  confederate 
princes  had  just  communicated  to  him  in  the 
Sanhedrim,  little  did  he  suppose  that  the  very  two 
persons  against  whom  his  anger  was  chiefly  kindled, 

*  2  Kings  xi. 
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were  at  the  moment  within  a  few  paces  of  him, 
and  almost  within  hearing  of  his  but  half  sup- 
pressed murmurs  of  vengeance.  Into  the  small 
ante-chamber  already  mentioned,  the  king  had 
caused  Jeremiah  to  be  privately  conducted  from  the 
court  of  the  prison,  that  he  might  there  once  more 
secretly  hold  a  conference  with  him.*    Ashamed  of 

*  See  Jeremiah  xxxviii.  14,  upon  which  passage  Blayney 
has  the  following  note : — **  It  appears  that  from  the  king's 
house  to  the  temple  Solomon  formed  a  communication  which 
was  called  '  the  king's  ascent  hy  which  he  went  up  to  the  house 
of  Jehovah,*  and  was  of  so  excellent  a  structure  that  it  is 
reckoned  as  one  of  the  things  that  raised  the  Queen  of  Sheba's 
astonishment  at  Solomon's  wisdom  and  magnificence.  This  we 
find  to  have  extended  to  one  of  the  western  gates  of  thfl  temple, 
called  Shallecheth,  which  is  said  to  have  been  '  by  the  causey 
of  the  going  up  or  ascent  *  above  mentioned.  1  Chron.  xxvi.  16. 
Now  this  I  conclude  to  have  been  the  first  entrance.  From 
the  gate  Shallecheth  there  must  have  been  a  passage  the  whole 
length  of  the  south  side  of  the  building  of  the  sanctuary,  ex- 
tending straight  forward  till  the  king  faced  about  to  the  left  in 
order  to  go  to  his  place  in  the  court,  where  he  is  said  to  have 
stood  before  the  altar.  2  Chron.  vL  12.  From  the  gate 
Shallecheth  therefore  to  this  turning  I  look  upon  to  have  been 
the  second  entrance ^  and  the  same  that  is  called  *  the  king's 
entry  without.'  2  Kings  xvi.  18.  The  third  entrance  thtn^l 
conceive  to  have  been  the  continuance  of  the  same  approach 
from  the  turning  above  mentioned,  till  it  terminated  with  '  the 
brazen  scaffold  '  on  which  Solomon  stood  in  the  midst  of  the 
court,  right  over  against  the  altar,  in  the  presence  of  the  whole 
congregation  of  Israel.  2  Chron.  vi.  12.  This  is  expressly 
called  *  the  entrance,'  where  '  the  king  stood  at  or  upon  his 
pillar/  2  Chron.  xxiii.  13,  the  pillar  being  most  probably  the 
support  on  which  the  scaffold  or  pulpit  rested.  This  entrance 
I  am  also  inclined  to  think  is  that  which  is  called  '  the  covert  of 
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its  being  known  by  others  that  he  was  seeking 
counsel  of  one  whose  life  he  had  only  the  day  be- 
fore given  up  into  the  hands  of  conspirators,  and 
moreover  in  his  own  mind  far  firom  determined  to 
foUow  any  advice  which  the  prophet  might  offer, 
yet  Zedekiah's  conscience  would  not  allow  him  to 
rest  till  ho  had  again  inquired  of  the  Lobd's  am- 
bassador if  further  tidings  from  the  Lobd  were 
still  to  be  obtained.  Like  his  first  predecessor  on 
the  throne  of  Israel,  who  in  the  hour  of  distress 
iand  abandonment  sought  counsel  at  Endor,  under 
the  shelter  of  disguise  and  darkness,  firom  her 
whose  unhallowed  arts  he  had  forbidden  throughout 
the  land,  so  Zedekiah  came  but  to  hear  his  ovm 
sentence  which  conscience  had  long  ago  pro- 
nounced, now  repeated  by  lips  which  the  Lobd's 
hand  had  touched.  A  vague  hope  perhaps  still 
lingered  in  his  mind — a  hope  such  as  in  every  age 
lures  thousands  to  destruction,  that  what  the  Lobd 
had  threatened  He  would  not  perform — ^that  without 
any  change  on  man's  part  Gob  would  yet  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  alter  His  plans.  Li  the  season  of 
doubt    Gron's    prophet    was    unquestionably  the 


the  Sabbath/  2  Kings  xvi.  18,  being  covered  over  for  the 
king's  accommodation  when  he  appeared  in  the  temple  on  the 
Sabbath  day  at  the  head  of  the  congregation  of  Israel.  To 
this  as  the  most  retired  place  king  Zedekiah  may  be  under- 
stood to  have  brought  the  prophet  in  order  to  confer  with  him 
with  the  greatest  privacy.  For  the  better  understanding  of  what 
is  here  laid  down,  I  woald  refer  the  reader  to  the  plan  of 
Solomon's  Temple  in  Ancient  Universal  History,  VoL  I. 
Book  I.  Chap.  7." 


TALMON  AND   HADASSAH.  329 

proper  person  to  apply  to ;  yet  was  it  to  be  ex- 
pected that  God  would  consent  to  be  inquired  of 
through  His  prophet  by  one  who  had  but  a  few 
hours  before  surrendered  that  prophet  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemies  that  sought  his  life  ?  Was  it 
like  sincerity,  was  it  consistent  with  kingly  dignity 
to  make  the  request  ?  .  But  true  dignity  is  the 
companion  of  innocence,  as  consistency  is  of  firm 
and  upright  principle.  Zedekiah  unhappily  now 
possessed  neither.  Weakly  and  timidly  had  he 
given  way  against  his  conscience  to  the  request  of 
the  princes — ^treacherously  had  he  broken  his  oath 
to  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  profanely  given  up 
Gron's  prophet  to  the  designs  of  malicious  foes. 
With  such  ingredients  had  his  own  hand  filled  the 
bitter  cup  of  humiliation  and  remorse  which  he  was 
now  about  to  drink. 

It  was  again  mid-day,  and  the  heat  of  the 
meridian  sun  had  driven  all  but  the  houseless  to  the 
shelter  of  their  dwellings.  Crowds  of  the  poorest 
and  most  destitute  were  huddled  together  under 
any  temporary  shade  that  could  be  found,  their 
lips  parched  with  feverish  thirst,  their  limbs 
shrunken  and  nerveless  for  want  of  wholesome  and 
nutritious  food.  The  guards  upon  the  walls  had 
reitired  mostly  to  the  gateways,  or  to  the  nearest 
towers  on  the  battlements.  The  busy  stir  and  ex- 
citement of  the  morning  had  necessarily  subsided, 
and  a  brief  armistice  between  the  hostile  armies 
of  the  besiegers  and  the  besieged  seemed  tacitly  to 
have  been  agreed  upon  during  the  extreme  heat  of 
the  day.      A  duU    and  heavy  silence    prevailed 
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throughout  the  city,  only  different  from  that  of  the 
night  in  there  being  less  hope  of  a  cooler  tempera- 
ture to  relieve  those  who  were  suffering  from 
drought  or  fever. 

The  king  after  his  secret  visit  to  the  temple  had 
returned  again  to  the  palace,  and  Baruch  had  parted 
from  his  aged  and  revered  friend  Buzi  to  await 
either  the  prophet  himself,  or  to  gain  any  tidings  of 
him  which  might  have  reached  his  former  com- 
panions in  the  court  of  the  prison.  A  short  time 
sufficed  to  terminate  his  suspense.  Jeremiah  soon 
re-entered  the  court  of  the  prison — ^but  not  with 
the  expression  of  hope  or  cheerfulness  which 
Baruch  had  ahnost  allowed  himself  to  anticipate. 
The  announcement  of  good  tidings  had  long  indeed 
been  the  prophet's  "  strange  work."  To  one  only, 
and  him  a  stranger,  had  there  of  late  been  any 
message  of  gladness  from  the  Lobd.  To  him  who 
had  saved  the  prophet*  s  life,  after  the  king  had  sur- 
rendered it — ^to  him  who  had  with  his  own  hands 
raised  that  prophet  from  the  dungeon  where  he  had 
been  left  to  perish — to  Ebedmelech  the  Cushite 
alone  of  aU  in  Jerusalem  had  the  prophet  been 
allowed  to  promise  that  his  Hfe  should  be  spared  in 
the  destruction  of  the  city.  In  vain,  therefore,  did 
Baruch  now  anxiously  look  to  his  inspired  com- 
panion and  friend  for  an  answer  of  peace.  The 
prophet  could  give  him  no  such  answer.  His  late 
interview  with  the  king  had  opened  no  prospect  of 
brighter  hopes.  Eew  and  brief  had  been  the  words 
which  they  had  exchanged  with  each  other — fresh 
promises  from  the  Loed  by  His  prophet,  upon  con- 
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dition  of  the  king's  submitting  even  at  that  late 
hour  to  the  divinely  appointed  punishment  for  his 
own  and  his  nation's  sins — fresh  fears  and  doubts 
on  the  part  of  the  king,  ending  as  before  in  the 
rejection  of  the  Lobd's  counsels,  and  in  the  indul- 
gence of  his  own  weak  and  misguided  heart.  The 
king  and  the  prophet  had  now  parted  for  the  last 
time,  and  the  result  of  what  had  passed  in  that 
secret  interview,  for  secret  and  stealthy  it  had 
been,  though  held  in  the  very  centre  of  the  Lobd's 
temple,  was  shortly  to  be  proclaimed  by  fearful 
facts  not  only  in  the  streets  and  broad  places  of 
Jerusalem,  but  throughout  the  world,  for  a  warning 
to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  a  signal  monument 
to  all  posterity  of  the  divine  justice  which  spares 
not  hardened  and  obstinate  guilt,  whether  in  king 
or  subject,  whether  in  empires  or  individuals, 
whether  found  among  strangers  and  foreigners,  or 
in  the  nation  chosen  from  aU  the  nations  of  the 
earth  to  be  the  Lobd's  people  and  His  own 
peculiar  inheritance. 


CHAPTEE   XX. 


'*  Though  the  tempter  seems  to  be  playing  such  a  game  in 
the  world,  God  will  go  beyond  him  and  turn  that  to  illus- 
tration and  confirmation  which  he  intended  for  confusion  and 
extirpation  of  the  truth.'' — Baxter. 


CHAPTEE  XX. 

**  They,  who  dragged  to  Shinar's  fiery  sand, 
Tilled  with  reluctant  strength  the  stranger's  land, 
Who  sadly  told  the  slow  revolving  years, 
And  steeped  the  captive's  hitter  hread  with  ttors." 

Heber'b  Palestine. 

''  This  day  a  solemn  feast  the  people  hold 
To  Dagon,  their  sea-idol,  and  forhid 
Lahorious  work.    Unwillingly  this  rest 
Their  superstition  yields  me ;  hence  with  leave 
Retiring  from  the  popular  noise,  I  seek 
This  unfrequented  place,  to  find  some  ease — 
Ease  to  the  hody  some — ^none  to  the  mind, 
From  restless  thoughts,  that,  like  a  deadly  swarm 
Of  hornets  armed,  no  sooner  found  alone, 
But  rush  upon  me  thronging  and  present  * 
Times  past — ^what  once  I  was  and  what  am  now.*' 

Samson  Agonist es. 

If  "prophecy  be  but  Divine  history,"*  the  nar- 
rative before  the  event,  as  it  has  been  rightly 
termed,  history  may  similarly  in  its  turn  be  not 
unjustly  called  the  mirror  of  the  future.     For  look 

*  Lord  Bacon. 
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back  to  ages  past,  and  we  see,  alas !  but  the  image 
of  ages  present  and  ages  vet  to  come.  ^lan  in 
every  age  is  the  same  finil,  sinful  being — ^he  trans- 
gresses, and  he  is  chastened — ^he  repents  awhile, 
and  the  hand  of  correction  is  withdrawn — ^again  he 
adds  sin  to  sin,  and  brings  down  upon  himself  no 
longer  the  rod  of  gentle  chastisement,  but  the 
sword  of  destruction.  Meanwhile,  He  who  rules 
above  is  ever  the  same.  "  He  will  by  no  means  ac- 
quit the  guilty."  He  will  show  mercy  to  thou- 
sands in  them  that  love  and  obey  Him.  This 
record  stands  true  and  unshaken  from  generation 
to  generation.  The  silent  finger  of  history  points 
to  those  moniunents  of  the  past — the  still  small 
voice  of  conscience  adds  its  testimony  from  within, 
alike  declaring  that  the  rule  is  stiU  the  same.  Yet 
each  successive  generation  repeats  the  acts  of  its 
predecessor,  treads  in  the  same  steps,  and  falls  at  last 
into  the  same  pit  of  self-sought  misery.  The  mir- 
ror has  been  true  and  faithful,  but  we  have  refrised 
to  see  betimes  the  image  which  it  represented. 
EoUy  makes  us  heedless — custom  blinds  our  eyes — 
sinful  inclinations  divert  our  attention — and  so 
we  live  unchanged,  unconvinced,  unwarned  by  the 
past. 

In  what  age  or  nation  has  it  not  been  so  ?  Judah 
had  seen  her  sister  faU,  but  she  heeded  it  not.  She 
had  been  reminded  that  it  was  "when  Ephraim 
spake  trembling,"  that  he  had  exalted  himself  in 
Israel — ^but  the  word  of  warning  or  of  encourage- 
ment she  alike  forgot.  She  had  been  herself  in 
earlier  days  in  bondage  with  her  children — ^and 
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had  been  wonderfully  delivered.  She  had  been 
herself  made  the  instrument  of  punishing  others 
for  their  sins.  But  all  had  passed  away  from 
her  memory,  as  the  shadow  from  the  dial.  The 
lesson  therefore  which  she  had  refused  to  learn 
while  dwelling  in  her  own  land  in  ease  and  plenty, 
and  while  clad  in  the  garments  of  peace  and  glad- 
ness, she  was  now  to  be  taught,  sitting  as  a 
stranger  in  the  sackcloth  and  ashes  of  captivity — 
eating  the  bread  of  affiction,  and  mingling  her 
drink  with  tears. 

Beneath  the  shade  of  a  long  row  of  willows 
which  fringed  the  banks  of  a  rapidly-flowing  stream, 
there  was  seen  at  eventide  a  little  group  of  women, 
engaged  apparently  in  earnest  and  anxious  conver- 
sation with  each  other.  The  low  and  subdued  tone 
in  which  they  spoke,  combined  with  the  grief-worn 
countenances  of  the  speakers,  seemed  to  indicate 
circumstances  of  deep  sorrow  and  affiction.  They 
had  evidently  chosen  the  spot  on  account  of  its  re- 
tirement and  privacy.  Yet  even  there  they  were 
not  unfrequently  interrupted  by  chance  passen- 
gers, either  fishermen  who  had  been  engaged  during 
the  day  in  catching  or  drying  their  fish  on  the 
river's  banks,  and  were  now  returning  homewards 
— or  stragglers,  who  wandered  in  that  direction  for 
the  purpose  of  enjoying  the  cool  and  refreshing  air 
of  the  waterside.  The  eye  might  quickly  have  de- 
tected, if  only  by  the  dress  and  mien  of  those  who 
composed  that  little  group,  that  they  were  strangers 
and  foreigners  in  the  country.  But  a  closer  obser- 
vation afforded  clearer  and,  alas  !  more  painful 
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proofs  of  the  same  fact.  Sad  as  appeared  to  be  tlie 
subject  of  their  present  thoughts  and  conversation, 
yet  few  of  those  who  approached  the  spot  to  which 
they  had  retired  could  refrain  from  adding  to  their 
grief  by  some  passing  taunt  or  insult.  Either 
some  uncouth  term  of  reproach,  some  unfeeling  de- 
mand, or  galling  jest  was  ready  upon  the  lips  of  each 
in  succession  who  came  near  enough  to  recognise 
the  unhappy  and  unprotected  victims  of  their 
scorn. 

Among  them  one  younger  than  the  rest  seemed 
to  feel  bitterly  the  trying  circumstances  in  which 
she  was  at  present  placed.  Her  youthful  features 
— delicate,  yet  stamped  with  the  ingenuous  expres- 
sion of  high  birth  and  noble  ancestry — ^free  from 
every  trace  of  pride  or  haughtiness,  yet  challenging 
respect  by  the  look  full  of  inward  though  uncon- 
scious innocence  which  characterised  them — ^were 
again  and  again  suffused  with  the  crimson  glow  of 
shame  as  the  reproaches  of  the  passengers  reached 
her  ears.  A  favourable  interval  at  length  seemed 
to  offer  itself  for  venting  her  grief  aloud.  The 
sound  of  the  last  footstep  had  died  away,  and  no 
one  could  be  seen  in  either  direction  approaching 
towards  them. 

"  Alas !  my  mother,"  she  exclaimed,  as  the  tears 
chased  each  other  swiftly  down  her  face,  "  how  shall 
we  bear  these  things  ?  Can  I  live  and  daily  hear 
thee  laden  with  the  revilings  of  every  idle  tongue, 
and  pointed  at  with  the  finger  of  scorn  by  the  hand 
of  every  one  that  meets  us  in  the  way  P  And  shall 
our  beloved  country  and  the  city  of  our  Qx)J>,  aliall 
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they  be  ever  thus  slandered  before  our  face  ?  Oh ! 
that  I  could  once  more  behold  her  hills  and  fruitful 
vaUeys!  Oh!  Jerusalem,  city  of  my  fathers, 
would  that  I  could  again  delight  my  eyes  with  the 
sight  of  thee,  even,  alas!  in  thy  ruins!  How 
gladly  would  I  receive,  if  it  were  but  enough  to  set 
my  foot  on,  of  the  least  fertile  among  thy  hills,  for 
the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  these  dreary 
plains  I  Oh  !  my  mother,  was  this  the  repose  and 
rest  which  we  promised  ourselves  after  our  weary 
journey  ?  "Would  that  the  way  had  been  sevenfold 
longer ! — would  that  we  were  again  but  just  com- 
mencing it,  and  its  toils  tenfold  more  bitter,  so 
that  we  could  only  be  removed  from  the  sight  and 
hearing  of  this  proud  Babylon.  Oh!  why  hath 
the  Gob  of  our  fathers  dealt  so  with  us  ?  Surely 
we  are  His  people.  We  are  called  by  His  name. 
Why  then  do  these  heathen  revile  us  at  their  plea- 
sure ?  Why  are  we  in  bonds  and  a  byword  to  the 
nations  of  the  earth  ?" 

"  Peace,  peace,  my  daughter,"  said  Hadassah ; 
for  it  was  Miriam  who  had  poured  forth  these  ac- 
cents of  grief,  which  would  no  longer  bear  to  be 
suppressed;  "be  patient;  and  who  knoweth  but 
the  LoED  may  yet  turn  again  from  His  fierce  anger, 
and  bestow  a  blessing  upon  His  afficted  people  ? 
Truly  this  is  a  season  of  reproach  and  of  bondage. 
We  are  exiles,  and  our  country  is  desolate.  But 
we  have  transgressed  the  laws  of  our  Qod  ;  we 
have  sinned  with  our  fathers.  Eeproach  not  the 
LoBD,  my  child.  I  and  thy  father  have  done  amiss ; 
and  it  is  we  who  have  brought  this  misery  upon 
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our  children.  It  was  we  who  offered  incense  upon 
the  altars  of  strange  gods. 

"  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth !"  exclaimed  Hadas- 
sah,  looking  upwards,  as  she  clasped  Miriam  to  her 
bosom,  "  spare  these  children ;  for  what  have  they 
done  ?  We  their  parents  are  guilty.  Let  us  bear 
the  rod  of  Thy  chastisement,  for  we  have  deserved 
it.  "Would  that  we  were  again,  my  daughter,  in 
our  own  holy  city,  that  we  might  weep  day  and 
night  among  her  ruins  for  the  desolation  which 
our  rebellion  hath  brought  upon  her.  But  this 
mighty  Babylon  hath  now  become  the  home  of  our 
captivity ;  and  we  must  bear  the  rebuke  which  the 
Lord  hath  laid  on  us.  But  though  our  feet  must 
still  tread  a  foreign  soil,  and  our  eyes  pine  in  vain 
amid  these  plains  for  the  mountaius  of  our  native 
land,  yet,  my  child,  our  thoughts  are  still  our  own ; 
and  often  shall  they  travel  back  to  fair  Judah's 
hiUs  and  vales.  Paithfully  shall  they  linger  in  fond 
recollection  around  each  beloved  spot.  The  con- 
queror who  hath  transported  us  to  his  own  coun- 
try can  still  bind  our  limbs  in  fetters,  but  our 
hearts,  my  child,  he  can  no  more  estrange  from  the 
land  of  our  fathers  than  he  can  transplant  hither 
the  cedars  which  crown  her  mountain  heights,  or 
the  vines  which  clothe  her  sloping  hill  sides. 

"  And  it  shall  be  my  Miriam's  daily  task  to  train, 
as  she  was  wont  to  do  in  happier  times,  the  voices 
of  her  younger  sisters  to  the  holy  lays  of  Zion's 
melodies,  not  in  order  that  we  may  repeat  them  as 
hireling  minstrels  at  the  bidding  of  the  profane  and 
the  scoffer — ^no :  let  my  right  hand  rather  forget 
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her  cunning  than  stoop  to  aught  so  base — ^but  that 
even  in  this  land  of  our  captivity  we  may  learn  to 
worship  the  Gron  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac,  and  of  Jacob, 
as  our  fathers  did  before  us,  and  to  sing  the  praises 
of  His  holy  name,  that  He  may  not  wholly  forget 
His  people  in  their  affiction. 

"  0  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  if  my  tears  were  as 
plentiful  as  the  waters  of  this  mighty  river,  which 
is  hurrying  by  us,  how  wiUiDgly  could  I  shed  them 
all,  when  I  remember  thy  ruined  altars  and  thy 
holy  temple,  where  we  have  so  often  raised  the 
voice  of  melody  to  our  God  !  How  do  my  very 
heartstrings  stiU  vibrate  to  the  sweet  sounds  of 
harp  and  tabret,  and  holy  minstrelsy,  as  they 
echoed  around  the  courts  of  thy  sanctuary !  Dear, 
dear  shall  the  very  stones  of  those  sacred  walls  be 
unto  me,  and  my  tongue  shall  speak  of  their  praises 
while  I  have  my  being. 

"  And  now,  my  daughter,  let  not  thy  heart  be 
thus  heavy  withm  thee,  lest  the  foe  laugh  us  even 
yet  more  to  scorn.  The  Loed  hath  promised  in 
His  mercy  to  bring  again  our  captivity,  and  His 
word  shall  not  fail.  The  day  shall  yet  come  when 
*  our  mouth  shall  be  filled  with  laughter  and  our 
tongue  with  joy.'  Let  us  not  be  guilty  of  doubt- 
ing it — ^yea,  rather  let  it  be  as  the  babn  of  Grilead 
to  our  wounded  spirits ;  let  it  be  to  us  as  the  seed 
which  the  husbandman  casteth  upon  the  earth,  and 
which  he  waiteth  for  in  patience  till  the  early  and 
the  latter  rain  hath  fallen  upon  it,  that  it  may 
bring  forth  fruit  and  increase.  And  may  our  good 
Gtoj)  speedily  accomplish  His  gracious  purpose, 
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that  we  wlio  have   sown  in  tears   may  reap   in 

joy!" 

"  Eise,  Miriam,"  said  the  gentle  voice  of  one  of 
her  companions,  to  whom  Hadassah  had  made  a 
sign  as  she  ceased  speaking.  "  Eise  and  redeem 
the  promise  which  at  noon  this  day,  ere  we  left  the 
city,  thine  own  Hps  sealed  in  the  presence  of  ns  all." 
— "What  promise?"  asked  Miriam,  in  surprise. 
"Thy  promise,"  replied  her  companion,  "to  relate 
to  us  what  befell  thee  during  the  siege  and  destruc- 
tion of  our  beloved  city,  and  also  what  happened 
along  the  weary  way  by  which  thou  camest  to  this 
land  of  our  captivity.  For  think  not,  Miriam,  that 
though  we  have  been  absent  since  the  days  of  our 
earliest  childhood  from  Judah's  hills,  that  we  have 
lost  all  memory  of  them.  Think  not  that,  though 
torn  and  separated  so  long  from  our  kindred,  we 
have  forgotten  them.  No — ^believe  me,  Miriam,  the 
memory  of  one's  youth  is  like  the  soft  and  pliant 
wax,  which  easily  takes  the  first  impression,  and,  as 
time  gradually  hardens  it  against  other  impres- 
sions, retains  the  more  tenaciously  that  which  it 
first  received.  Clearly  can  I  recall  the  days  when 
our  cousin  Berith  and  I  were  wont  as  children  to 
sport  together  in  the  vineyards  of  Beth-haccerem, 
and  often  I  love  to  dwell  again  and  again  in  thought 
on  those  happy  hours.  All  siuce  appears  to  be  but 
a  dream." — "Tell  me,  Eebecca,"  said  Miriam, 
"how  old  wert  thou  when  brought  hither  from 
Judea  by  the  Babylonians  ?" — "  Though  but  in  my 
seventh  year,"  replied  Eebecca,  "when  snatched 
as  a  helpless  orphan  from  the  scenes  and  companions 
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of  my  childhood ;  yet  if  seventy  times  seven  years 
had  passed  over  me,  Miriam,  those  scenes  will  still 
remain  graven  as  with  the  point  of  a  diamond  on 
the  tablets  of  my  heart.  Little  as  there  is  in  these 
level  plains  to  remind  us  of  our  own  Carmel  or  of 
the  snow-capped  Lebanon,  yet  I  see  them  still 
painted  on  the  faithful  mirror  of  memory's  earliest 
and  dearest  associations.  Fain  would  the  citizens 
of  yon  proud  city  compare  in  scornful  ridicule  the 
waters  of  this  Euphrates  with  Jordan's  sacred 
stream.  What  though  their  fleets  of  rich  mer- 
chandise are  seen  floating  on  its  bosom  ?  What 
though  its  waves  in  their  courses  wash  the  hundred 
brazen  gates  of  the  city  of  the  Chaldeans  ?  Yet 
where  are  the  vine-clad  hills  and  stately  forests 
among  which  Jordan  lies  embosomed  and  over- 
shadowed ?  Where  are  its  time-honoured  trophies 
— its  pillar  of  stones,  like  to  that  at  Grilgal,  in  me- 
mory of  the  days  when  Jordan  heard  the  voice  of 
the  Most  High,  and  like  a  guardian  angel  opened 
a  passage  to  our  fathers  on  dry  land  through  his 
channel — yea,  even  through  the  midst  of  his  har- 
vest floods  ?  .  When  did  Euphrates  ever  the  like 
for  the  countless  hosts  of  Assyria  ?  As  well  might 
Jannes  and  Jambres,  Egypt's  far-famed  magicians, 
have  sought  to  compare  their  rods  with  that  of  our 
lawgiver  Moses — as  well,  Miriam,  might  this  huge 
heathen  temple,  raised  to  the  honour  of  their  idol 
Bel,  be  likened  to  the  hallowed  courts,  and  gates, 
and  altars  which  deck  the  temple  of  the  Lobd  Je- 
hovah. But,  alas!"  said  Eebecca,  hastily  stop- 
ping herself^  "  that  holy  temple !     My  memory  is 
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here  treaclierous.  Yet  can  it  be  that  even  nowtlie 
mountain  of  the  Loed's  house  is  overrun  by  the 
heathen  and  the  spoiler,  and  that  holy  fabric  laid 
low  in  the  dust  ?  Is  it  not  a  dream  ?  Often  have 
I  in  dreams  and  visions  upon  my  bed  wandered 
once  again  through  the  courts  of  Salem's  sanctuary, 
and  have  awoke  to  find  myself  still  a  helpless  pri- 
soner in  an  enemy's  land.  Oh !  may  not  these  evil 
tidings  be  now  but  a  dream  ?" 

"Would  GrOD  it  were  so,"  exclaimed  Hadassah, 
"  but  these  eyes  are  faithful  witnesses,  and  their 
testimony  is  too  true.  Our  God  for  our  sins  hath 
fulfilled  His  word,  and  has  done  unto  His  city  and 
to  His  people,  and  to  His  *holy  and  beautiful 
house,'  '  as  He  did  before  unto  His  place  which 
was  in  Shiloh.'  But  Miriam  shall  tell  you  all 
another  day.  "We  are  stiU  weak  and  wayworn 
with  our  toilsome  journey,  and  our  heart  is  heavy 
within  us  at  the  reproaches  of  our  heathen  neigh- 
bours. Show  us  now,  Rebecca,  the  nearest  path 
by  which  we  may  return  to  the  spot  where  we  left 
Deborah  and  her  young  companions.  Rise,  my 
daughter,"  said  she  to  Miriam,  who  was  still  weep- 
ing on  her  bosom ;  "  it  is  evening,  and  thy  sisters 
will  wonder  why  we  tarry  so  long." 

Deborah,  whose  faithful  services  to  her  beloved 
mistress  had  never  ceased  during  the  whole  of  the 
weary  journey  from  Judea  to  Babylon,  had  now 
with  her  young  charges,  rejoined  the  little  party, 
and  they  continued  their  way  together  sadly  and 
silently  towards  the  nearest  of  the  city  gates. 
With  instinctive    caution  Hadassah   and  Miriam 
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wrapped  closely  round  their  faces  the  flowing  and 
ample  veils  which  formed  their  only  head-dress. 
As  it  was  now  dusk  they  trusted  that  the  shadows 
of  evening  which  were  now  fast  descending  would 
help  to  conceal  them  from  the  notice,  and  so  pro- 
tect them  from  the  insults  of  their  scornful 
masters. 

They  had  now  approached  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  gateway,  when  one  of  the  bystanders  after 
carefully  eyeing  the  little  party  came  up  to  them 
and  accosted  Eebecca.  Miriam  in  terror  of  some 
new  indignity  began  to  tremble  like  the  aspen  leaf 
at  the  first  breath  of  the  rising  breeze.  Her 
delicate  frame  overcome  with  recent  fatigue,  and 
her  spirits  depressed  by  a  long  succession  of  trials 
and  hardships,  yet  keenly  alive  to  the  ingenuous 
feelings  of  shame,  and  especially  for  her  mother's 
sake — she  had  noticed  in  an  instant  the  approach  of 
the  stranger,  and  had  quickly  taken  alarm.  But 
Rebecca  soon  dispelled  her  fears,  and  with  a  smile 
of  kind  and  affectionate  sympathy  whispered  into 
the  ears  of  those  for  whom  it  was  intended,  the 
welcome  intelligence,  which  she  had  just  received. 
It  was  a  message  from  Talmon,  bidding  Hadassah 
quickly  repair  to  the  dwelling  of  one  of  the  keepers 
of  the  royal  prison — for  that  he  had  obtained  after 
great  endeavours,  permission  to  hold  a  brief  inter- 
view with  her  this  evening. 

They  were  indeed  welcome  tidings  to  Hadassah ; 
but  the  very  fact  of  their  being  so  was  another 
proof  how  great  the  change  was  which  in  a  short 
time  had  taken  place  in  her  condition.   She  who  was 
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once  seldom  out  of  Talmon's  sight  or  society,  had 
now  to  hail  as  an  unexpected  gratification,  and  to 
prize  as  a  boon  of  no  ordinary  value  the  opportunity 
of  spending  an  occasional  and,  as  it  were,  stolen 
hour  in  the  company  of  her  husband.  The  swelling 
tide  of  calamity  had  of  late  beaten  wave  after 
wave  against  the  frail  fabric  of  her  happiness. 
Her  state  was  now  not  unlike  that  of  some  few 
hapless  survivors  clinging  to  the  wreck  of  their 
stranded  vessel:  once  they  would  have  been  alarmed 
at  the  mere  drops  of  dewy  spray  falling  on  them — 
now  they  gladly  bear  the  buffeting  of  the  rudest 
billows,  if  but  a  ray  of  hope  be  left  to  cheer 
them. 

During  the  journey  from  Judea  to  Babylon  the 
comfort  of  the  captives  had  naturally  been  but  little 
studied ;  and  if  it  had  been  attended  to  even  in  the 
case  of  others,  there  would  have  been  but  little 
chance  of  Talmon's  receiving  any  such  marks  of 
favour.  The  Babylonians  had  been  from  the  first 
commencement  of  the  siege  well  informed  by  means 
of  spies  and  deserters  respecting  the  names  and 
efforts  of  those  who  most  strongly  opposed  the  sur- 
rendering of  Jerusalem  to  the  besiegers;  and 
Talmon's  name  had  long  been  marked,  together 
with  those  of  his  confederates,  among  the  intended 
victims  of  signal  vengeance.  "When  the  city  was 
at  length  taken  his  life  had  only  been  spared  at  the 
earnest  entreaty  of  Gredaliah,  backed  by  the  friendly 
though  immerited  intercession  of  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  in  his  behalf.  But  in  consequence  of 
this  lenity,  indignities  of  other  kinds  were  but  the 
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more  unsparingly  heaped  upon  him.  And  if 
Hadassah  was  but  seldom  allowed  to  see  or  com- 
municate with  him,  it  was  so  fSar  a  mercy  and  a 
providential  alleviation  of  her  woes  in  that  she  was 
thus  left  less  aware  of  his  sufferings.  Talmon's 
affection  for  the  ionocent  partner  of  his  troubles 
had  increased  in  proporiion  to  the  consciousness, 
which  now,  alas !  too  late  forced  itself  upon  him,  of 
his  having  been  himself  greatly  the  cause  of  such 
troubles  to  her.  Accordingly  when  they  did 
occasionally  meet,  he  strove  with  all  his  power  to 
soothe  her  grief  by  concealing  his  own  hardships, 
and  by  convinciQg  her  more  and  more  at  each  suc- 
cessive interview  that  his  mind  was  retumiug  to 
its  former  and  better  convictions.  He  no  longer 
endeavoured  to  hide  from  her  that  his  heart  was  at 
length  bending  in  humble  submission  to  the  stroke 
which  he  had  had  so  great  a  share  in  calling  down 
upon  his  own  head,  and  upon  that  of  his  family  and 
country.  This  was  the  truest  balm  to  Hadassah's 
wounded  spirit,  and  it  cheered  her  under  many  a 
weary  hour  of  distress  and  trial. 

On  their  arrival,  however,  at  Babylon  new  causes 
of  sorrow  awaited  her.  The  chief  among  the  cap- 
tive princes  who  had  not  been  put  to  death  by 
Nebuchadnezzar,  were  together  with  their  late  un- 
happy monarch  led  in  triumph  through  the  streets 
of  the  city,  and  after  being  exposed  to  the  gaze  and 
iusults  of  the  populace,  were  consigned  for  life  to 
the  public  prisons.  Here  their  former  king 
Jehoiakim  had  for  many  years  been  confined ;  and 
here  they  were  now  sentenced  to  the  slavish  labours 
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of  the  mill  or  other  menial  occupations.*  Hadas- 
sah's  heart  once  more  sank  within  her  when  first 
apprised  of  this  death-blow  to  her  domestic  pros- 
pects ;  and  it  had  naturally  weighed  most  heavily 
on  her  spirits  during  the  whole  of  the  few  days 
which  had  elapsed  since  their  arrival  at  the  city 
of  their  captivity.  In  the  message  however  of 
this  evening  a  faint  ray  of  hope  seemed  to 
have  burst  forth ;  and  it  was  hailed  as  gladly  by 
Hadassah  as  the  first  pale  streak  of  dawn  is  hailed 
by  the  weary  sufferer  on  the  sleepless  bed  of  sick- 
ness. Hastily  recommending  the  younger  children 
to  the  care  of  Deborah  and  Miriam,  she  followed 
the  messenger  with  quickened  paces,  heedless 
alike  of  the  passengers  who  crossed  her  path,  and 
of  the  new  and  strange  scenes  in  the  Assyrian 
capital  through  which  her  condjiictor  now  led  her. 
A  silent  prayer  ascending  fi'om  her  beating  heart 
was  heard  by  Him  whose  ear  is  ever  open  to  the 
cry  of  the  afficted,  and  a  tear  might  have  been 
seen  stealing  down  that  cheek,  now  wan  and  pale, 
but  which  once  rivalled  that  of  the  fairest  among 
Judah's  dark-eyed  maidens. 

A  few  moments  more,  and  she  was  again  in  the 
arms  of  her  husband.  After  some  minutes,  during 
which  the  feelings  of  each  were  too  strong  to  allow 
them  the  fi'ee  expression  of  their  thoughts,  Talmon 
began  by  reminding  Hadassah  how  short  a  time 
was  even  now  permitted  them  to  continue  together ; 
and  consequently  how  desirous  he  was  of  using  it 

*  See  Lamentations  t.  13. 
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in  hearing  how  it  had  fared  with  Miriam  and  his 
two  younger  daughters  since  their  arrival  in 
Babylon.  "  Tell  me,  my  Hadassah,"  said  he,  "  what 
treatment  do  our  enemies  show  towards  you? 
Surely  even  they  will  not  insult  and  cypress  such 
as  you,  the  helpless,  the  weak,  the  friendless — alas! 
I  might  almost  say,  the  widow  and  the  fatherless — 
for  though  a  husband  how  can  I  any  longer  aid  or 
protect  the  wife  of  my  bosom,  or  how  can  I  be  a 
father  to  those  from  whom  I  am  thus  cut  off  in 
the  hour  of  their  need  ?  I  could  bear  all  else  with 
patience,  Hadassah ;  but  this,  to  know  thee  to  be 
in  want,  in  distress,  in  danger — to  be  near  thee  and 
yet  unable  to  succour,  to  comfort,  or  to  shield  thee 
and  my  children  from  the  rude  arm  of  the  oppres- 
sor— aU  other  trials  are  light  by  the  side  of  this." 

Talmon  had  detected  the  tear  on  Hadassah' s 
cheek  as  she  entered.  He  had  noticed  too,  more 
distinctly  than  ever  before,  by  reason  of  their  longer 
separation,  the  change  which  trouble  and  the 
harassing  fatigue  of  their  recent  journey  had  made 
in  Hadassah' 8  once  happy  and  cheerful  expression. 
The  lines  of  care  and  grief  had  been  making  rapid 
advances;  and  the  difference  could  hardly  have 
failed  to  strike  the  eye  even  of  a  casual  observer, 
much  less  the  searching  anxious  gaze  of  an 
attached  husband.  "Woe,  woe  is  me,"  cried  Tal- 
mon. "  Verily,  O  Loed,  Thou  dost  write  bitter 
things  against  me,  and  makest  me  to  possess  the 
iniquities  of  my  youth.  But  Thou  art  righteous — 
for  we  have  rebelled  against  Thee.  Nevertheless, 
0  Loed,  hear  me,  and  let  Thy  heavy  hand  of 
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wrath  be  laid,  not  on  these  the  innocent  victims  of 
my  folly,  but  on  me.  Preserve  them,  0  Lobd, 
and  Thy  servant  shall  bear  with  patience  whatsoever 
it  may  be  Thy  gracious  will  to  lay  upon  him." 

"  Nay,  be  it  not  so,"  cried  Hadassah.  "  While 
thou  sufferest,  Talmon,  it  shaU  be  my  comfort  to 
suffer  with  thee.  Let  G-qd  protect  our  children, 
and  we  will  drink  together  the  cup  of  His  anger." 

"  That  be  far  from  thee,  my  Hadassah,"  replied 
Talmon  in  tones  of  increased  earnestness.  "  Thou 
hast  deserved  far  other  treatment  than  he  who  is 
now  allowed, — alas !  how  unworthily — ^to  clasp  thee 
once  more  to  his  bosom.  The  God  of  Israel  pro- 
tect thee,  for  thou  hast  honoured  His  name,  while 
I  sought  to  dishonour  and  profane  it.  Mine  was 
the  fault,  Hadassah.  It  was  I  who  reared  against 
thy  will  the  forbidden  altar  upon  our  housetop. 
It  was  I  who  burned  incense  thereon  to  the  host 
of  Heaven.  Unto  me  therefore  belongeth  confusion 
of  face.  I  gave  my  voice  against  the  life  of  God's 
prophet.  I  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  pleadings  of 
thy  pious  and  compassionate  heart  in  his  behalf. 
Why  was  I  so  bhnd,  so  maddened  by  sinful  pas- 
sions as  to  listen  to  others  rather  than  to  thee  ? 
Alas !  I  dare  not  tell  even  to  the  wife  of  my  bosom 
how  these  and  other  yet  more  bitter  thoughts 
haunt  me  by  day  and  by  night.  Verily  my  sin 
hath  found  me  out.  I  saw  it  not  before.  It  was 
imto  me  as  the  angel  who  stood  with  drawn  sword  to 
stop  the  way  of  the  prophet  Balaam ;  other  eyes 
could  see  it,  mine  could  not.  But  now  it  is  no 
longer  hidden  from  me,  and  humbly  I  bow  myself 
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before  my  Q-od  for  my  rebellion.  May  it  be  TTis 
gracious  wiU  to  treat  tbee  and  our  little  ones,  in 
this  land  of  our  captivity  better  than  I  treated  Him 
in  the  days  when  He  yet  lifted  up  the  light  of  His 
countenance  upon  me." 

The  keeper  of  the  prison,  though  evidently 
touched  by  their  sorrow  and  distress,  now  re- 
minded them  to  their  surprise  that  he  had  already 
allowed  a  longer  interview  than  he  had  promised — 
but  still  he  held  out  a  hope  that  possibly  future 
opportunities  might  be  permitted  for  their  meet- 
ing. Accordingly  after  a  few  other  mutual  in- 
quiries they  once  more  parted ;  and,  though  amid 
tears  and  sorrow,  yet  with  hearts  more  lightened 
and  relieved  than  on  many  occasions  of  parting 
before,  because  mutually  conscious  of  being  now 
more  resigned  and  conformed  to  God's  will  than 
formerly. 
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A  X 


"  Few  there  are  of  so  weak  capacity  but  public  evils  they 
easily  espy ;  fewer  so  patient  as  not  to  complain  when  the 
grievous  inconveniences  thereof  work  sensible  smart.  How- 
beit  to  see  wherein  the  harm  which  they  feel  consisteth,  the 
seeds  from  which  it  sprang,  and  the  method  of  curing  it,  be- 
longeth  to  a  skill,  the  study  whereof  is  full  of  toil  and  the 
practice  beset  with  difficulties.  «  «  «  And  whereas  we 
read  of  many  so  much  commended,  some  for  their  mild  and 
merciful  disposition,  some  for  their  virtuous  severity,  some  for 
integrity  of  life,  all  these  were  the  fruits  of  true  and  infallible 
principles  delivered  unto  us  in  the  word  of  God,  as  the  axioms 
of  our  religion.  •  •  •  Without  all  controversy  the  purer 
and  perfecter  our  religion  is,  the  worthier  effects  it  hath  in  them 
who  stedfastly  and  sincerely  embrace  it.  •  «  *  Seemg 
therefore  it  doth  thus  appear  that  the  safety  of  all  estates 
dependeth  upon  religion ;  and  that  religion  unfeignedly  loved 
perfecteth  men's  abilities  unto  all  kinds  of  virtuous  services 
in  the  commonwealth,  we  have  reason  to  think  that  all  true 
virtues  are  to  honour  true  religion  as  their  parent,  and  all  well 
ordered  commonwealths  to  love  her  as  their  chiefest  stay,"— 
HooKBR.    Eccl.  Pol.    Book  V. 
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"  Caught  from  that  blaze  by  wrath  Diyine, 
Lost  branches  of  the  once-loved  vine. 

Now  withered,  spent,  and  sere. 
See  Israel's  sons,  like  glowing  brands, 
Tossed  wildly  o*er  a  thousand  lands 

For  twice  a  thousand  year. 

God  will  not  quench  nor  slay  them  quite, 
But  lifts  them  like  a  beacon  light 

The  apostate  Church  to  scare ; 
Or  like  pale  ghosts  that  darkling  roam, 
Hovering  around  their  ancient  home. 

But  find  no  refuge  there. 

«  «  «  « 

Gentiles,  with  fixed  yet  awful  eye, 
Turn  ye  this  page  of  mystery, 

Nor  slight  the  warning  sound. 
*  Put  off  thy  shoes  from  off  thy  feet ; 
The  place  where  man  his  God  shall  meet 

Be  sure  is  holy  ground.'  " 

Christian  Year,    Fifth  Sunday  in  Lent 

It  was  about  a  month  later  when,  on  a  spot  by 
the  river  side,  similar  to  that  before  describe 
nearly  the  same  little  group  were  again  sitting  to- 
gether.   Such  indeed  was  now  their  frequent  cus- 

A  A  2 
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torn,  after  the  heat  of  the  day  was  over,  aad  when 
their  daily  task  of  homely  labour  had  been  com- 
pleted. Compared  with  their  looks  on  the  former 
occasion,  sorrow,  though  perhaps  it  had  assumed  a 
more  settled  and  habitual  appearance,  was  evidently 
much  soothed  and  calmed.  The  air  of  meek  resig- 
nation which  was  visible  in  the  features  of  more 
than  one  of  them,  seemed  to  speak  of  struggles 
severe  but  past — of  hearts  humbly  prepared  to 
meet  what  might  yet  be  in  store  for  them;  and 
though  only  too  grateful  for  any  further  alleviation 
of  their  troubles  that  might  be  in  mercy  vouch- 
safed, yet  with  but  a  faint  hope  of  such  being  the 
case. 

Hadassah's  circumstances,  coupled  with  her 
pious  and  gentle  temper,  had  of  late  been  such  as 
to  bring  her  to  a  state  of  mind  very  much  resemb- 
ling that  which  such  indications  appeared  to  imply. 
Though  in  public  there  was  still  great  indignation 
among  the  Babylonians  against  their  Jewish  cap- 
tives— although,  as  might  have  been  expected  &om 
an  incensed  and  arbitrary  monarch  like  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, there  were  many  indignities  offered  and 
frequent  acts  of  severity  practised  upon  them — ^yet 
individual  instances  were  here  and  there  found 
of  great  compassion  and  sympathy.  Such  was 
the  case  with  the  keeper  of  the  public  prison  in 
which  Talmon  was  confined.  He  gave  by  degrees 
more  and  more  liberty  to  Talmon.  Few  days 
passed  in  which  Hadassah  did  not  for  a  short  time 
at  least  enjoy  his  society ;  and  more  than  once  she 
had  been  allowed  to  bring  with  her  Miriam  and  the 
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younger  children  to  receive  again  a  father's  em- 
brace. 

Hadassah  was  thus  becoming  more  and  more  re- 
conciled to  her  lot,  and  could  view  with  some  de- 
gree of  resignation  her  present  condition,  humble 
indeed  as  it  was  compared  with  that  to  which  she 
had  been  in  former  years  accustomed.  Miriam  too 
was  beginning  to  regain  her  spirits,  as  she  saw  in  her 
mother's  looks  less  sorrow  and  dejection.  Pinding 
her  accordingly  in  a  more  cheerful  and  comfortable 
frame  of  mind,  her  young  companions  ventured 
once  more  to  remind  her  of  her  promise  that  she 
would  give  them  some  personal  account  of  the  siege 
of  their  beloved  city  and  of  her  subsequent  suffer- 
ings on  the  journey. 

"We  have  already  told  you,"  said  Eebecca, 
"  with  what  feelings  we  beheld  the  collected  forces 
of  the  Babylonians  march  from  hence,  knowing  as 
we  did  their  cruel  intentions  against  our  country  ; 
but,  alas !  we  little  thought  what  misery  they 
would  be  permitted  to  inflict  upon  her."  Miriam 
having  no  longer  any  excuse  for  delay,  began  her 
task ;  and  though,  as  she  proceeded,  it  cost  her 
many  a  sigh,  especially  as  she  related  the  sudden 
death  of  her  brother  Zabad — ^yet  she  persevered. 
The  particulars  of  the  first  commencement  of  the 
siege — ^the  retreat  of  the  Babylonian  army  on  the 
approach  of  the  Egyptians — ^the  hopes  thus  raised, 
and  their  speedy  disappointment — all  these  points 
she  dwelt  on  with  the  freshness  which  recent  ex- 
perience alone  could  impart.  "And  now,  Eebecca," 
she  continued,  "  how  shall  I  describe  the  events  of 
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that  feaiM  night  ?  Throughout  the  preceding  day 
the  shouting  on  the  ramparts,  the  clashing  of  wea- 
pons in  close  conflict,  and  all  the  confused  noise  of 
battle,  had  been  louder  than  usual.  Hourly  were 
we  in  terror  for  my  dear  father's  safety.  He  had 
been  absent  from  us  longer  by  many  hours  than 
ever  before  ;  and  each  hurried  message  we  received 
from  him  seemed  more  full  of  alarm  and  danger 
than  those  which  had  preceded  it.  Tidings  were 
at  length  brought  that  after  much  bloodshed  the 
besiegers  had  taken  the  outer  wall.  Many  had 
flskUen  in  defending  it,  but  many  more,  as  the  famine 
had  grown  daily  more  general  and  more  severe,  had 
been  unable  through  exhaustion  to  continue  at  their 
post  on  the  battlements. 

"  The  whole  of  the  lower  city  was  now  in  the 
power  of  our  enemies,  who  hastened  to  revenge 
themselves  on  their  helpless  prisoners  for  our  long 
resistance.  The  famine,  however,  had  already  slain 
its  thousands  ;  and  even  the  fierce  besiegers  stood 
appalled  in  the  midst  of  their  victorious  career  at 
entering  into  houses  and  finding  whole  familieB 
lying  together  dead  from  starvation.  "We  knew 
not  ourselves  till  then  the  ftdl  degree  of  the  hor- 
rors with  which  we  were  surrounded.  About  dusk 
as  our  fears  on  the  approach  of  night  were  begin- 
ning to  be  redoubled,  Deborah  reached  our  dwell- 
ing. Her  features  were  still  ghastly  with  horror 
at  the  scenes  from  which  she  had  just  e8c^>ed; 
her  aged  limbs  tottered  from  the  effects  of  fatigue 
and  faintness.  In  this  condition  she  came  to  beg 
a  refrige  in  the  house  of  which  she  had  so  often 
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been  a  welcome  inmate.  We  gladly  received  her, 
and  bade  ber  quickly  to  relate  wbat  tidings  sbe 
brougbt  witb  ber.  Her  sad  tale  was  related  in  a 
few  brief  words.  "Wben  tbe  enemy  bad  effected 
tbeir  entrance  into  tbe  city  tbey  speedily  dispersed 
tbemselves  for  tbe  work  of  plunder  and  slaugbter. 
To  rusb  into  tbe  streets  and  meet  tbe  foe  was  but 
to  seek  deatb  at  tbe  point  of  tbe  sword.  To  bide 
tbemselves  in  tbe  inner  cbambers  orwbateverotber 
lurking  places  could  be  found  was  now  tbe  only  re- 
source of  tbe  wretcbed  survivors.  Deborab,  witb 
ber  kinswomen  Hatipba  and  Bizpab,  as  well  as 
many  otbers  bad  so  done ;  but  in  vain.  Tbe  enemy 
had  burst  in  upon  tbeir  retreat,  bad  slain  indis- 
criminately motber  and  cbild — ^tbe  infant  and  tbe 
sire  of  boary  bairs — reserving  only  some  few  of 
Hatipba' s  age  to  bemoan  tbeir  sad  destiny,  and  to 
envy  even  tbe  violent  deatb  wbicb  bad  overtaken 
tbeir  relatives.  Stunned  and  stupified,  Deborab 
bad  faUen  in  tbe  confusion  among  tbe  dying  and 
tbe  dead  of  ber  kindred ;  and  sbe  recovered  only 
to  find  berself  weltering  in  a  pool  of  tbeir  blood. 
Quitting,  as  soon  as  sbe  dared,  tbis  beart-rending 
scene,  sbe  ventured  under  tbe  fevour  of  darkness 
to  approach  one  of  tbe  gates  of  tbe  upper  city, 
and  there  witb  some  few  otbers,  tbe  wretcbed 
survivors  of  tbat  day's  slaugbter,  sbe  gained  admit- 
tance. 

^'  In  tbis  state  it  was  tbat  sbe  made  ber  way  to 
us — ber  raiment  stained  in  various  parts  witb  tbe 
life-blood  of  her  dearest  friends — her  features, 
usually  so  cabn  and  staid,  now  disturbed    and 
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gliastly  with  terror.  Sad  was  the  omen,  which  we 
drew  for  ourselves  jfrom  such  a  specimen  of  the 
treatment  which  our  enemies  designed  for  their 
victims.  Still  my  father  came  not  home  to  us; 
and  worse  fears  soon  began  to  suggest  themselves. 
No  certain  tidings  could  be  gained.  All  without 
seemed  tumult  and  confusion.  Contrary  reports 
from  time  to  time  reached  us — some,  that  we  had 
no  reason  to  fear,  for  the  inner  wall  was  stiU 
secure  against  aU  the  attempts  of  the  besiegers ; 
and  that  the  princes  would  defend  it  as  their  last 
refiige.  Some  reports  stated  that  the  king  was 
preparing  to  fly  secretly  under  cover  of  night,  and 
that  aU  was  to  be  abandoned.  Crowds  were  hurry- 
ing by,  passing  and  repassing  incessantly.  Every 
open  place  near  our  dwelling,  as  well  as  the  very 
courts  of  the  temple  were  now  filled  with  the  mul- 
titudes who  had  fled  at  the  first  alarm  from  the 
lower  to  the  upper  city.  Their  cries  and  lamenta- 
tions, for  the  slain  as  well  as  for  their  own  bitter 
miseries,  were  heard  far  and  near.  We  could 
scarcely  allow  ourselves  to  think  of  our  own  trou- 
bles while  thus  surrounded  with  sufiering  so  greatly 
for  the  present  exceeding  ours  in  severity.  Yet  a 
moment's  further  thought  suggested  how  soon 
might  our  lot  be  like  theirs. 

"  Thus  in  an  agony  of  anxiety  and  alarm  the 
first  and  second  watches  of  the  night  were  spent. 
Every  hour  seemed  to  be  tenfold  longer  than  usuaL 
Sleep  was  as  much  a  stranger  to  our  eyes  as  peace 
and  security  to  our  minds.  Scarcely  could  my 
mother's  fondest  caresses  and  persuasions  soothe 
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or  quiet  my  younger  sisters.  Her  unwonted  looks 
and  manner  spoke  so  plainly,  even  to  them,  that  no 
words  could  counteract  the  effect ;  and  they,  with- 
out knowing  like  ourselves  how  much  cause  there 
was  for  fear,  became  as  frightened  as  we  were. 
Much  had  we  endured,  as  we  vainly  thought,  for 
many  months  past;  but  aU  that  had  preceded 
seemed  now  to  have  been  happiness  itself  compared 
with  this  night  of  terrors.  Shortly  before  day- 
break steps  were  heard  approaching  the  chamber 
in  which  we  had  spent  those  weary  hours  of  dark- 
ness and  dismay.  It  was,  as  we  fervently  hoped 
and  prayed,  my  father  himself — and  never  did  the 
wayworn  traveller,  who  had  laid  himself  down  to 
perish  in  the  desert,  more  gladly  hail  the  sight  of 
approaching  friends,  than  we  then  welcomed  the 
appearance  of  him  who  was  our  natural  guardian 
and  protector.  But  alas !  we  soon  learnt  that  pro- 
tection was  now  beyond  his  power  to  afford  us. 
Already  was  our  city  deserted  by  her  king  and  her 
princes.  Having  availed  himself  of  a  private  and 
almost  unknown  gate,  which  led  to  the  royal  gar- 
dens, on  the  side  of  the  city  least  watched  by  the 
besiegers,  the  king  had  secretly  fled  during  the 
night.  The  enemy  were  accordingly  now  left  in 
undisturbed  possession  of  the  gates  which  opened 
from  the  lower  to  the  upper  city.  The  sun  arose 
only  to  behold  the  carnage  and  atrocities  of  the 
preceding  day  repeated  with  aggravated  cruelty. 
The  streets  flowed  with  blood.  To  fly  was  impos- 
sible; for  every  outlet  from  the  city  was  now 
seized  and  guarded  by  the  Babylonian  troops ;  and 


362  TALMON  JlSJ}  HADASSAH. 

their  horsemen  were  already  in  pursuit  of  those 
who  had  escaped  by  night.  We  waited  in  silent 
despair,  like  victims  before  the  altar,  till  it  should 
be  our  turn  to  -suffer.  My  father  still  arrayed  in 
his  armour,  as  he  had  lately  come  from  the  battle- 
ments, remained  fixed  and  motionless  near  the 
gateway,  prepared  to  defend  his  home  with  his  life 
against  the  first  tide  of  the  assailants.  But  how 
can  words,  Eebecca,  describe  those  fearful  moments? 
If  the  days  of  my  life  could  be  prolonged  to  ages 
instead  of  years,  never  would  the  recollection  of 
that  night  or  that  morning  be  blotted  from  the 
tablets  of  my  mind. 

"  But  GrOD  is  merciful.  In  our  deep  distress  He 
heard  our  prayers,  and  in  the  hour  of  our  greatest 
need,  sent  us  help  unexpected  as  it  was  undeserved. 
Suddenly  the  heavy  tread  of  many  persons  hastily 
advancing  across  the  court  of  our  dwelling  was 
heard,  accompanied  by  the  iron  clank  of  armour, 
the  accents  of  a  foreign  tongue,  and  the  confused 
noise  of  numerous  followers.  My  mother  in  an 
instant  threw  her  arms  around  us,  and  with  a 
shriek  of  despair  fell  senseless  to  the  ground.  Her 
fears  were  but  too  well  grounded.  The  captains  of 
the  Babylonian  host  were  on  our  threshold ;  but 
by  the  side  of  the  foremost  of  them  we  gladly 
recognised  the  weU  known  countenance  of  my 
uncle  Gedaliah,  and  still  more  to  our  astonishment 
that  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah.  How  such  unfore- 
seen and  providential  means  of  rescue  could  have 
been  raised  up  for  us,  we  were  at  the  moment  al- 
together at  a  loss  to  know ;  but  we  found  aftei> 
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wards  that  on  entering  the  upper  city,  the  chiefs  of 
the  Babylonians  had  gone  direct  to  the  royal 
palace  in  quest  of  the  king.  They  had  then 
searched  the  state-prison,  which  was  hard  by  the 
palace,  and  there  they  had  found  the  prophet 
together  with  G^daliah,  who  had  lately  joined  him 
there.  As  particular  orders  had  been  left  by  the 
king  of  Babylon  for  the  safety  of  the  prophet  and 
for  his  honourable  treatment,  be  became  at  once  a 
person  of  influence  with  them,  and  at  Gredaliah's 
kind  and  thoughtful  request  he  interceded  in  my 
father's  behalf.  Thus  were  we  for  the  moment 
rescued  from  the  Y«y  jaws  of  destruction. 

"  But  alas !  my  fatiwr's  name  was  too  well  known 
among  our  enemies  to  allow  of  his  expecting  favour 
at  their  hands.  His  life,  if  even  that  were 
ultimately  spared,  was  the  utmost  that  we  could 
venture  to  hope  for  in  remission  of  the  sentence 
already  pronounced  against  the  princes.  A  few 
days  more  saw  us  departing  as  captives  from  our 
native  city — driven  from  the  home  of  our  fathers — 
a  wretched  band — a  mere  straggling  remnant  of  the 
thousands  of  Judah.  The  sons  of  the  king  and  the 
families  of  the  princes,  formed  one  party.  My 
father  with  the  other  princes,  and  with  our  un- 
happy king  made  the  second ;  for  they  had  aU  been 
quickly  overtaken  in  their  flight  by  the  enemy's 
horsemen  and  their  Edomite  aUies.*  Stripped  of 
aQ  their  armour  and  accoutrements,  barefootedf — 

*  See  Obadiah,  v.  14. 

t  See  Isaiah  zx.  4,  Dent  zzviii.,  &c.,  Harmer's  Observa- 
tions, 157. 
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with  nought  on  their  heads  save  the  tire  that  bound 
their  hair — only  a  siogle  garment  wrapped  about 
their  loins — and  their  hands  ignomioiously  bound 
in  fetters,  it  was  thus  that  the  nobles  of  Judah 
departed  in  company  with  their  fallen  monarch 
amid  the  insults  and  jeers  of  their  Babylonia^ 
guards. 


"  Our  road  lay  through  Samaria  and  Q-alilee  to 
the  north,  towards  Eiblah  where  the  king  of 
Babylon  was  then  tarryiug.  We  thus  left  the 
city  by  the  gate  of  Ephraim,  passing  through  the 
quarter  of  Acra.  But  how  was  all  here  changed, 
Rebecca,  since  I  had  last  seen  it.  I  remembered 
it  alive  and  busy  with  the  various  occupations  of  the 
mechanic  and  artisan,  receiving  or  sending  forth 
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from  its  stores  the  ricli  wares  of  the  merchant,  its 
squares  and  markets  filled  with  the  dealers  in  fruit 
and  herbs,  resounding  with  the  merry  noise  of  the 
children  at  their  sports  or  in  their  songs,  the  aged 
and  hoary  sires  sitting  tranquilly  together  and 
conversing  in  the  gateway — alas !  now  aU  was  dif- 
ferent, houses  deserted  and  pillaged,  their  wretched 
owners  lying  dead  upon  the  ground  before  their 
own  doors  and  porches  as  the  famine  or  the  less 
lingering  fate  by  the  sword  of  the  conquerors  had 
severally  left  them,  their  surviving  friends  and 
relatives  already  driven  like  ourselves  to  degradation 
and  slavery — ^the  houses  of  the  more  wealthy  filled 
with  the  victorious  troops  of  the  besiegers  who 
were  still  revelling  like  vultures  in  the  work  of 
spoil,  of  outrage  and  of  destruction.  Around  one 
dwelling  in  particular  there  appeared  to  be  a 
greater  crowd  assembled  than  elsewhere.  We  in- 
quired and  found  that  it  was  the  house  of  Jozapah 
the  well-known  usurer.  Multitudes  had  been 
attracted  thither  by  the  repute  of  his  enormous 
hoards,  which  they  were  compelling  him  by  tor- 
ments and  cruelties  to  discover  to  them. 

"  As  we  drew  nearer  to  the  city  gate  the  scene 
of  desolation  and  horror  grew,  if  possible,  yet  more 
appalling.  Here  it  was  that  the  frequent  skir- 
mishes and  affrays  had  taken  place  between  our 
troops  and  the  besiegers.  Here  the  neighbouring 
houses  had  been  demolished  to  repair  the  injuries 
done  to  the  city  walls  by  the  engines  of  war. 
Here  too  had  been  the  place  of  execution  for  the 
deserters  whom  our  troops  had  recaptured  in  their 
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excursions;  and  still  lianging  oyer  the  gateway 
were  various  savage  trophies  of  slaughtered  foes 
who  had  been  slaLa  in  the  sallies  made  &om  time 
to  time  by  our  soldiery.  But  will  you  not, 
Bebecea,  think  me  almost  deserving  of  having  been 
obliged  to  witness  such  scenes  for  thus  minutely 
relating  them  to  you — ^nay  for  even  dwelling  on 
them  in  my  thoughts  ?  "Would  G-on,  they  were 
less  deeply  engraven  on  my  memory." 

"Nay,"  said  Eebecca,  "I  shall  but  learn  from 
these  sad  details  to  sympathise  the  more  truly  with 
thy  grief,  Miriam;  I  shall  feel  more  deeply  the 
mercy  of  our  Gtojy  in  delivering  me  from  such  evil 
days.  I  shall  see  ground  for  humbly  repenting  of 
those  murmurings  in  which  I  fear  I  have  too  often 
indulged  when  from  the  land  of  our  captivity  I 
thought  of  those  who  were  still  enjoying  the  sweets 
of  liberty  in  our  own  native  coimtry.  How  little 
did  I  foresee  for  what  they  were  reserved.  And 
shall  I  not  from  this  day,  Miriam,  be  more  fiilly 
convinced  what  are  the  bitter  fruits  of  a  nation's 
sinsP  Would  that  we  had  all  seen  and  known 
this  truth  sooner !  But  teU  us  yet,  Miriam,  what 
befell  thee  by  the  way." 

"  As  we  left  the  city,"  continued  Miriam,  "  and 
found  ourselves  at  length  without  its  walls,  how 
many  familiar  objects  again  attracted  our  notice, 
objects  which  for  so  many  months  past  we  had  lost 
sight  of,  and  which  now  were  viewed  with  redoubled 
interest,  as  it  was  probably  the  last  time  we  might 
ever  be  aUowed  to  behold  them.  But  it  was  no 
time  for  meditation  or  reflection.    Even  the  few 
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hasty  looks  which  we  ventured  to  cast  back  upon 
our  beloved  city  before  we  began  to  wind  among 
the  h^\^R  that  were  about  to  shut  it  for  ever  from 
our  view,  were  but  a  signal  for  firesh  ridicule  or 
insults  upon  its  sacred  name.  In  silence  there- 
fore we  advanced  hurriedly  onwards,  being  barely 
allowed  time  to  halt  during  the  heat  of  the  mid- 
day sun ;  for  it  was  the  command  of  the  king  of 
Babylon  to  bring  the  chief  captives  with  all  speed 
to  him  at  Eiblah.  By  my  uncle  Gedaliah's  kind 
foresight  a  camel  had  been  procured  for  my  mother's 
use  on  the  journey  and  the  faithful  Deborah  was 
allowed  to  accompany  us.  Had  it  not  been  for 
this  thoughtful  care  of  my  uncle  in  our  behalf,  it 
could  hardly  have  failed  to  happen  that  some  of  our 
little  party,  either  my  mother,  myself^  or  my 
younger  sisters  must  have  sunk  like  many  others 
through  weariness  and  faintness  by  the  way.  As 
we  passed  through  the  various  towns  of  Samaria 
and  Galilee  where  the  Babylonians  had  either  left 
garrisons  or  formed  stations  during  the  siege  of  our 
city,  new  trials  and  hardships  awaited  us.  The 
malice  and  mockings  of  fresh  persecutors  had  each 
day  to  be  endured.  Their  women  made  songs 
upon  our  king,  and  embittered  his  sad  lot  of 
humiliation  and  suffering  by  open  ridicule  and  re- 
proach.* And  as  our  company  was  daily  diminished 
in  number  by  fresh  cases  of  death  through  fetigue, 
sickness,  or  cruel  treatment,  so  the  weight  of 
present  sorrow,  and  the  melancholy  prospect  of  the 

*  See  Hanner^s  Obtervadons,  173. 
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future  seemed  to  press  the  more  heavily  upon  the 
unhappy  survivors. 

"  But  with  many  of  us  this  season  of  misery  and 
trial  was  fast  drawing  to  a  sudden  and  bitter  close. 
A  few  days'  journey  after  we  had  passed  through 
Gralilee  brought  us  to  Biblah,  in  Syria,  where  the 
king  of  Babylon  was  awaiting  our  arrival.  And 
here  it  was  the  wiU  of  the  Most  High  to  manifest  to 
us  another  proof  of  that  Divine  foreknowledge,  the 
decrees  of  which,  ere  they  had  yet  been  irrevocably 
sealed,  had  been  so  often  in  mercy  held  up  to  our 
misguided  king  for  his  direction,  but  which  he  had 
so  wilfully  persisted  in  mistrusting.  Oh  !  that  it 
had  been  otherwise !  Then  how  many  might  have 
been  alive  and  in  peace  imto  this  hour,  whose  '  sun 
has  set  while  it  was  yet  day  !* 

"  It  had  long  been  foretold,  Eebecca,  by  the  pro- 
phet Ezekiel,  whom  God  has  raised  up  from  among 
our  brethren  in  this  land  of  our  captivity,  that  our 
king  Zedekiah  should  not  see  Babylon;  and  this 
having  come  to  the  king's  ears,  he  would  no  longer 
give  heed  to  the  warnings  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah, 
who  declared  that  he  should  certainly  be  carried 
away  prisoner  to  the  country  of  the  Chaldeans. 
But  how  surely  were  the  words  of  the  Lobd,  which 
He  spake  by  both  His  servants,  the  prophets,  to 
be  now  fulfilled.  Having  summoned  our  fallen  and 
captive  monarch  before  his  judgment  seat  at  Eib- 
lah,  the  king  of  Babylon  first  bade  him  with  the 
bitterest  reproaches  for  the  breach  of  his  oath  and 
covenant,  and  then  proceeded,  not,  as  we  expected, 
to  give  orders  for  his  immediate  death,  but>  as 
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though  checked  and  overruled  by  some  impulse 
fipom  above,  unconscious  as  he  was  of  the  existence 
of  any  Divine  prophecy  relating  to  this  matter,  to 
issue  such  commands  as  caused  its  complete  accom- 
plishment. The  youthful  sons  of  Judah's  king, 
who  should  in  their  turn  have  sat  on  the  throne  of 
their  father,  were  at  once  slain  before  that  father's 
sight ;  and,  as  though  it  were  intended  that  the 
dreadful  scene  should  never  be  dispelled  from  the 
memory  of  the  wretched  parent,  or  weakened  by 
the  view  of  any  subsequent  objects,  the  eyes  of  the 
king  were  immediately  torn  from  their  sockets. 
Thus  blind,  helpless,  a  prisoner,  and  in  fetters,  the 
unhappy  Zedekiah  was  dragged  hither  together 
with  ourselves,  to  linger  out  the  remnant  of  his 
days  in  the  dungeons  of  this  haughty  city.  Oh ! 
what  must  now  be  his  thoughts,  Eebecca?  May 
the  LoED  look  down  upon  him  with  pity,  and  grant 
him  to  drink  of  the  cup  of  consolation  in  the  even- 
ing of  his  days.  But  ask  me  no  more,  Eebecca. 
Suffice  it  for  thee  to  know  that  Seraiah,  the  high- 
priest,  and  the  other  nobles,  his  companions,  pe- 
rished at  the  same  time  by  the  sword,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  king  of  Babylon.  The  prophet's  kind 
intercession  in  my  father's  behalf  was  remembered, 
and  once  more  prevailed ;  and  by  the  mercy  of  the 
Most  High  he  is  yet  spared  to  us.  May  the  Loed 
stiU  be  merciful  to  him,  and  in  His  own  good  time 
give  him  deliverance  from  the  bondage  and  oppres- 
sion of  the  prison-house.  And  then,  my  mother," 
said  Miriam,  turning  to  Hadassah,  "  we  will  again 
dwell  together  as  one  household,  and  thou,  even 
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thou,  mj  mother,  shalt  find  comfort  again,  and  shalt 
have  one  to  shield  and  protect  thee  from  wanton 
insult ;  and  our  God  will  make  us  a  home  again  in 
this  land  of  our  captivity," 


CHAPTEE  XXII. 
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**  O  come  hither  and  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord,  what 
destruction  He  hath  brought  upon  the  earth.  Be  still  then,  and 
know  that  I  am  God.  I  will  be  exalted  in  the  heathen — I  ?nll 
be  exalted  in  the  earth." — Ps,  xlvi. 


CHAPTEE  XXn. 

**  The  sun  fiill  seventy  times  had  passed  the  realm 
Of  burning  Scorpius,  and  was  hastening  down 
The  steep  convex  of  heaven,  since  Babylon 
Received  her  mourning  prisoners.    Savage  taunts. 
And  the  rude  insults  of  their  barbarous  lords 
Embitter  all  their  woe.    Meanwhile  the  law 
Proclaimed  on  Horeb's  top  neglected  lies. 
Nor  kid  nor  evening  lamb,  nor  heifer  bleeds, 
Nor  incense  smokes — nor  holy  Levite  claims 
Choice  jfruits  and  rich  oblations.     On  the  trees 
That  o'er  the  waters  bend,  their  untuned  harps — 
Harps  which  their  fathers  struck  to  festal  hymns, 
Hang  useless. 

«  *  «  « 

Driven 
In  early  childhood  to  a  stranger's  land, 
Or  born  sad  heirs  of  slavery,  still  they  cast 
An  anxious  look  from  Perath's  willowy  vale 
Towards  Jordan's  sacred  stream  ;  and,  when  the  sun 
Sunk  in  the  west,  with  eager  eye  pursued 
His  parting  beams,  and  pointed  to  the  place 
Where  from  their  sight  the  faint  horizon  hid 
Those  hills  which  round  deserted  Salem's  walls 
Stood  like  a  bulwark.    And  as  some  tired  hart. 
Driven  by  keen  hunters  o'er  the  champaign  wild, 
Pants  for  the  running  brook — so  long  the  tribes 
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Of  captive  Judah  for  their  native  clime, 
Again  to  sing  the  strains  of  Jesse* s  son, 
Again  to  raise  a  temple  to  their  God/' 

Roberts's  Judah  Restored, 

The  school  of  adversity  is  a  rigorous  one  and 
hard  to  bear ;  yet  never  is  it  found  to  be  more  ne- 
cessary or  more  beneficial  in  its  effects  than  when 
so  ordered  by  a  wise  and  gracious  Providence  as  to 
prepare  us  by  degrees  for  blows  each  in  succession 
more  heavy  and  severe  than  its  predecessor.  The 
shock,  that  would  otherwise  have  stunned  or  even 
crushed  its  victim,  becomes  by  such  gradual  disci- 
pline capable  of  being  borne  with  comparative  pa- 
tience. Trials  and  struggles  are  to  the  mind  what 
storms  in  the  natural  world  are  to  the  young  and 
growing  tree.  The  sudden  blast  may  shake  and 
loosen  it  for  the  time ;  but  by  those  very  means  it 
is  becoming  more  and  more  deeply  rooted  till  it  can 
defy  the  tempest.  Such  trials,  we  may  be  assured, 
are  sent  in  mercy,  for  "  the  Almighty  doth  not 
afliict  willingly  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men." 
They  are  sent  either  gradually  to  inure  the  guilty 
for  bearing  the  whole  amount  of  correction  intended 
to  be  here  inflicted,  or  to  warn  them,  till  by  increased 
severity  they  are  turned  from  the  evil  of  their  ways. 

It  may  be  that  the  sufferings  in  which  we  are 
involved  are  the  fruits  not  so  much  of  our  own 
gmlt  as  of  that  of  others.  Still  we  must  not  com- 
plain. Tor  though  not  personally  partakers  in 
such  guilt,  yet  perhaps  we  have  not  been  ready  to 
counteract  it  where  we  could — or  even  if  able  to 
claim  exemption  on  this  score,  we  may,  notwith- 


TALMON  AITD   HADASSAH*  376 

standing,  as  members  of  a  body,  have  enjoyed  in 
some  way  the  advantages  resulting  from  others' 
virtues ;  and  now  by  the  same  rule  must  be  pre- 
pared to  share  in  the  common  consequence  of  others' 
faults.  Individual  suffering,  as  necessarily  implied 
in  a  nation's  punishment,  must  be  thus  regarded. 
Nor  is  such  a  view  in  any  degree  inconsistent  with 
the  general  principle  of  retributive  justice. 

The  storm  of  adversity  had  now  long  darkened 
the  whole  atmosphere  of  Hadassah's  earthly  pros- 
pects, but  its  fury  was  not  yet  spent.  Little,  how- 
ever, as  she  foresaw  what  stiU  awaited  her,  yet 
recent  circumstances  had  made  her  far  better  pre- 
pared to  meet  it.  Though  sometimes,  when  she 
allowed  herself  to  look  back  a  few  years  into  the 
past,  she  could  hardly  realise  to  her  mind  what  had 
happened,  yet  those  years  had  not  gone  by  without 
producing  their  due  effect.  Occasionally  indeed 
during  the  silence  and  darkness  of  the  night,  when 
outward  objects  had  vanished  from  her  sight,  and 
the  powers  of  imagination  were  left  more  free  to 
obey  the  dictates  of  the  fancy  or  the  inclination, 
she  would  indulge  in  recollections  and  reveries  of 
the  past,  until  it  was  with  difficulty  that  she  could 
persuade  herself  of  the  reality  of  her  present  altered 
lot :  and  each  occasion  of  awakening  again  to  the 
painful  truth  seemed  almost  like  a  fresh  and  addi- 
tional trial  of  her  fortitude.  In  her  very  dreams 
scenes  of  the  past  would  often  haunt  her.  Only  a 
few  years  since,  and  she  had  been  surrounded  by 
aU  the  luxuries  which  wealth  could  purchase  or 
rank  confer — dwelling  in  the  midst  of  those  com- 
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forts  which  only  home  can  supply- — fiee  from  fean 
or  anxieties  for  the  future — all  appearing  as  bright 
and  promising  in  the  distance  as  the  present  wib 
cheering  and   gladsome — ^her   many   friends,  ind 
kindred,  and  relatives  forming   as  it  were  ciide 
within  circle  to  shield  her  from  any  unforeseen 
blow  or  misfortune,  or  at  least  to  share  it  with  her 
if  it  came — ^her  children  growing  up  around  her 
like  the  branches  of  the  fruitful  olive,  reflecting  in 
their  youthful  features,  as  she  hourly  gazed  upon 
them  with  renewed  delight,  the  manly  countenance 
of  him  who  was  their  and  her  protector,  whose 
heart  and  every  wish  of  it  was  then  one  with  hers, 
and  who  daily  joined  with  her  in  bearing  the  light 
and  easy  burthen,  as  it  had  hitherto  proved,  of  pa- 
rental care  and  solicitude. 

She  was  dwelling  in  her  own  country  and  among 
hor  own  people,  in  the  land  of  her  fathers,  where  they 
for  many  generations  had  dwelt  before,  and  where 
their  bones  had  been  peaceably  laid  in  the  sepul- 
chres of  their  forefathers.  Her  recollections  from 
tenderest  childhood  were  naturally  associated  with 
the  scenes  so  early  familiarised  to  her  eyes,  with 
the  gates  and  streets,  the  bulwarks  and  battlements 
of  Jerusalem,  "the  holy  city,"  "the  city  of  the 
great  king,"  "  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth."  Her 
home  from  infancy  had  been  beneath  the  shadow 
of  the  temple  of  the  Most  High ;  and  His  sacred 
courts,  as  they  had  received  her  when  borne  a  help- 
less infant,  to  be  presented  unto  the  Lobd,  so  they 
had  continued  long  to  witness  the  service  and 
worship  of  her  willing  and  pious  heart  in  her  riper 
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years.  She  now  remembered  in  her  captivity  those 
precious  days;  and  never  till  then  had  they  ap- 
peared so  precious  to  her.  "What  would  she  not 
now  have  given  could  she  have  recalled  but  one 
brief  hour  of  them !  But  alas !  how  great  was  now 
the  contrast !  She  had  wept  as  a  mother  for  her 
only  son,  who  had  been  suddenly  snatched  from  her 
by  a  violent  death ;  she  had  seen  kindred,,  relatives, 
and  dearest  friends  fall  by  the  sword  of  a  foreign 
foe — she  had  witnessed  the  sepulchres  of  her 
fathers  dishonoured  and  laid  waste ;  the  city  of  her 
people  beleaguered  and  reduced  to  ruins ;  the  hus- 
band of  her  youth  bound  in  fetters,  and  after  a 
narrow  escape  from  the  sword  of  the  conqueror, 
yet  doomed  to  perpetual  slavery ;  the  temple  of  her 
God  rifled  and  profaned  by  unholy  hands ;  and  her- 
self, already  ahnost  a  widow,  now  left  alone  at  the 
mercy  of  strangers,  with  no  other  arm  than  her 
own  to  protect  her  helpless  children  in  the  land  of 
their  captivity. 

Such  sad  reflections  she  could  not  always  banish 
from  her  mind ;  and  as  she  thought  on  them  the 
cup  of  bitterness  seemed  well  nigh  full.  Little  did 
her  worst  fears  forewarn  her  that  the  last  and  bit- 
terest drop  of  all  was  yet  to  be  added. 

They  had  returned,  as  usual,  at  nightfall  to  their 
humble  dwelling  in  Babylon  on  the  evening  of  the 
day  on  which  Miriam  had  recited  to  her  companions 
the  incidents  of  the  siege,  and  the  hardships  of 
their  subsequent  journey  from  Judea  to  Eiblah, 
and  thence  to  Assyria.  During  their  absence  a 
stranger  had  come  in  search  of  them,  but  not 
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finding  them,  had  desired  it  to  be  reported  to  them 
by  some  neighbours  that  he  had  lately  arrived  with 
tidings  from  Judea,  and  that  he  was  the  bearer  of 
certain  messages  to  them — but  that,  as  they  were 
not  then  present  to  hear  his  words,  he  would  leave 
the  letters  which  had  been  committed  to  his  care 
for  them,  and  would  come  to  them  again  on  the 
morrow.  They  found  accordingly  two  small  rolls 
of  parchment,  each  careftdly  wrapped  in  a  linen 
covering,  with  Miriam's  name  neatly  written  on 
the  outside.  One  of  the  two  was  somewhat 
smaller  than  the  other,  and  it  appeared  to  have 
been  rather  hastily  wrapped  and  sealed  when  com- 
pared with  the  larger  one.  While  Hadassah  held 
the  smaller  one  in  her  hand,  Miriam  having  readily 
gained  her  mother's  consent,  proceeded  to  open 
the  larger  of  the  two  rolls,  and  having  taken  off 
the  outer  wrapper,  she  exclaimed  with  a  burst  of 
joy,  "  It  is  as  I  said,  my  mother ;  it  is  Berith's  seal 
and  Berith's  writing.  She  has  been  faithful  to  her 
promise,  and  has  not  forgotten  her  absent  and 
exiled  kiadred.  But  listen  to  me,  my  mother, 
while  I  now  read  what  tidings  my  cousin  sends  us 
of  herself,  and  of  my  uncle,  and  of  our  beloved 
country." — "  Bead,  my  daughter,"  said  Hadassah, 
"  and  GrOD  grant  they  may  be  tidings  of  good  and 
not  of  evil."  Miriam  accordingly  commenced 
reading  from  the  larger  roU. 

"Prom  Berith  to  her  beloved  cousin  Miriam, 
health  and  blessing  and  greeting.  Though  it  is 
but  seldom  that  my  dearest  Miriam  has  been 
absent  from  her  cousin's  thoughts  since  the  bitter 
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moment  of  our  last  sad  parting,  yet  till  now  I  have 
found  no  hand  to  be  the  bearer  of  this  word  of 
comfort  and  of  sympathy  from  me  to  my  lost  friends 
in  the  land  of  their  captivity.  That  parting  hour, 
Miriam !  How  often  have  I  lived  it  over  again, 
each  word  and  look  and  thought  connected  with  it. 
Can  it  be  so  many  weeks  since  I  saw  my  beloved 
Miriam  with  her  father  and  mother  and  sisters 
torn  from  that  home  where  I  had  so  lately  known 
them  in  peace,  in  security  and  happiness  ?  And 
how  has  my  heart  traced  and  followed  from  day  to 
day  and  from  town  to  town,  along  their  weary 
journey,  that  band  of  Judah's  captive  children  with 
whom  I  saw  thee,  Miriam,  and  others  of  my 
kindred  joined  at  thy  departure  from  our  city. 
How  has  it  fared  with  thee  since  ?  Send  me  tid- 
ings quickly,  Miriam,  and  say  how  our  conquerors 
have  treated  thee  in  their  own  city  and  country. 
Has  the  G-qd  of  our  .fathers  given  thee  favour  in 
their  sights  ?  Has  He  heard  the  prayer  which  my 
father  and  all  our  household  have  daily  offered  in 
behalf  of  our  exiled  brethren,  and  has  He  been 
merciful  unto  them  ? 

"  Truly  His  visitations  have  been  just  upon  our 
people  and  upon  our  country,  for  we  have  sinned 
against  Him — ^but  at  our  humble  petition  will  He 
not  turn  again  and  look  upon  us,  and  in  the  midst 
of  judgment  remember  mercy  ?  Our  hope  is  that 
it  hath  been  so  with  all  of  you,  our  dear  kindred 
and  fellow-countrymen  ;  and  that  we  may  yet  learn 
that  He  hath  healed  again  the  bones  which  he 
hath  broken  and  that  He  may  make  us  once  more 
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to  hear  of  joy  and  gladness.  And  now  how  shall  I 
tell  thee,  Miriam,  what  the  Lobd  hath  brought  to 
pass  since  thine  eyes  last  beheld  our  sacred  city 
and  the  temple  of  the  Lobd  Jehovajb:  ?  Oh  think 
not  that  we  who  have  been  spared  from  wearing 
the  captive's  chains  have  yet  escaped  sights  and 
scenes  as  bitter  as  those  which  ye  have  witnessed 
who  have  been  carried  to  a  foreign  and  distant 
land.  They  saw  but  the  beginning  of  the  woes 
which  have  befallen  our  devoted  city.  Eor  many 
days  after  your  departure  the  spoilers  continued 
insatiate  in  their  work  of  plunder  and  destruction. 
With  the  Babylonians  were  joined  the  ancient  and 
implacable  foes  of  our  race,  the  sons  of  Edom. 
Amid  revelry  and  riot,  no  pity,  no  distinction  was 
shown  between  profane  things  and  holy;  rather 
no  occasion  was  lost  of  throwing  scorn  and  con- 
tempt upon  whatever  we  had  held  most  sacred. 
"  Down  with  it,  down  with  it,  even  to  the  ground,** 
was  the  infuriate  cry  of  the  Edomite  at  any  signs 
of  respect  or  remorse  that  betrayed  themselves  in 
the  breasts  of  their  brother  spoilers.  The  houses 
of  the  people  as  well  as  the  city  gates  with  the 
seats  and  council-chambers  of  the  Elders  had  been 
already  given  up  to  the  flames ;  and  the  same  lot 
now  befell  the  dwellings  of  the  nobles  and  princes 
after  they  had  been  ransacked  by  successive  parties. 
In  every  direction  the  work  of  havoc  and  ruin  was 
fast  spreading.  Day  after  day  some  part  of  their 
troops  laboured  under  the  direction  of  their  cap- 
tains with  engines  of  war  both  from  within  and 
from  without  in  demolishing  the  towers  and  bnl- 
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warks  and  battlements  which  had  so  long  defended 
us  from  their  assaidts.  One  only  spot  was  yet  un- 
harmed; and  while  that  remained  so,  there  was 
still  enough  to  cheer  us,  and  my  father  bade  us  not 
lament  for  the  rest.  The  temple  of  the  Loed  was 
yet  unhurt.  Its  sacred  courts  though  profaned 
by  the  steps  of  the  heathen  and  the  uncircumcised, 
were  still  entire,  and  its  gates  and  pinnacles  still 
stood  erect  and  lifted  up  their  heads  towards 
heaven  as  before  time.  Daily  our  prayers  were 
offered  to  Almighty  Gob  that  He  would  spare 
His  holy  and  beautiful  house;  and  trusting  for 
awhile  that  our  prayers  woidd  avail,  we  continued 
to  linger  around  its  precincts  in  trembling  hope. 
But  all  was  in  vain.  When  the  Babylonian  cap- 
tain Nebuzaradan  had  made  aU  the  necessary 
preparations,  he  proceeded  to  strip  those  sacred 
walls  of  aU  their  remaining  treasures  and  orna- 
ments. The  holy  vessels,  the  altars,  the  brazen 
sea  which  our  king  Solomon  had  caused  to  be  made 
with  all  the  skill  of  the  Tyrian  workmen — ^the  very- 
gates  and  bases  he  broke  up  and  carried  away  in 
fragments.  The  two  stately  pillars  of  the  porch 
with  the  wreathen  work  and  pomegranates  and 
chains  of  their  lofty  chapiters,  he  cast  down  from 
their  pedestals  and  destroyed,  till  no  remnant  was 
left  to  show  their  once  fair  and  goodly  proportions. 
Upon  every  vessel  of  gold  or  silver  pertaining  to 
the  sanctuary,  upon  the  bowls,  the  censers  and  the 
candlesticks,  the  hands  of  the  relentless  spoiler 
were  laid.  It  was  in  vain  that  at  every  stage  of 
their  work  the  voice  of  earnest  entreaty  and  inter- 
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cession  was  addressed  to  tliem  by  some  of  the  few 
aged  priests  who  had  hitherto  escaped  their  pxirsuit 
and  lain  concealed  in  some  lurking  place  of  the 
temple,  but  who  now  came  forth  to  prevent,  if  it 
were  possible,  with  their  dying  breath  the  desecra- 
tion of  the  holy  edifice.  Their  appearance  was  but 
the  signal  for  fresh  insult  and  scorn  towards  the 
God  of  our  fathers,  and  of  additional  cruelty  and 
bloodshed  among  His  servants.  Stripped  of  their 
sacred  vestments  by  some  reckless  hand  among 
the  soldiery,  and  dragged  by  the  hair  of  their  heads 
along  those  very  courts  where  they  had  for  so  many 
years  served  in  their  course  before  their  G-od,  they 
lay  wounded  and  helpless  like  the  shattered  frag- 
ments and  ruins  that  were  scattered  thickly  around 
them.  Among  them,  conspicuous  and  remarkable 
for  his  hoary  head  and  venerable  mien,  as  well  as 
for  his  earnest  and  persevering  entreaties  that  they 
would  at  least  spare  the  most  holy  place,  was  seen 
the  aged  Buzi.  Though  again  and  again  repulsed 
with  ridicule  and  threats,  and  at  length  with  blows, 
he  ceased  not  to  intercede  with  all  the  energies  and 
eloquence  that  his  enfeebled  frame  could  command. 
But  alas  1  Miriam,  my  hand  trembles  and  my  heart 
is  sick  within  me,  while  I  tell  thee  what  the  Loed 
permitted  to  befall  His  devoted  and  faithful  ser- 
vant. While  bent  on  his  tottering  knees  on  the 
steps  which  led  up  from  the  inner  court  to  the 
sanctuary,  with  hands  outstretched  imploringly  to- 
wards the  plunderers — mingling  from  time  to  time 
with  his  entreaties  to  them  supplications  also  to 
the  God  of  heaven,  suddenly  one  of  the  two  bfty 
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brazen  pillars  of  the  porch  yielded  to  the  blows  and 
efforts  of  the  destroyers,  and  in  its  course  falling 
directly  on  him  crushed  his  aged  limbs  to  atoms. 

"  It  grieves  me,  Miriam,  to  think  how  thy  mother 
will  lament  over  these  sad  tidings  of  woe.  Well 
I  wot  how  great  respect  she  had  for  all  my  father's 
friends  ;  and  chief  among  them  for  the  pious  Buzi, 
the  guide  and  instructor  of  her  early  years.  Verily 
our  lot  is  cast  upon  evil  times,  when  our  aged  sires 
thus  perish  by  a  violent  death,  instead  of  being, 
like  the  ripe  shock  of  com,  when  ftdl  of  years  and 
honours,  gathered  in  peace  unto  their  fathers. 

"  The  Babylonian  had  now  done  well  nigh  all  that 
his  hand  could  find  to  do  ;  and  we  even  still  dared 
to  hope  that  he  would  suffer  the  walls  of  the 
Lord's  temple,  stripped  and  profaned  as  they  had 
been,  to  continue  standing,  if  but  as  a  monument 
of  its  former  beauty.  Again,  however,  we  were 
disappointed.  The  very  wreck  of  all  which  we  had 
so  much  honoured,  and  valued,  and  reverenced  was 
not  to  be  our  own.  No  sooner  had  the  work  of 
plunder  ceased  than  all  which  remained  was  given 
up  to  the  consuming  flames.  Even  there,  there 
where  the  fire  that  came  down  from  heaven  had 
so  often  burnt  in  the  sacrificial  rites  of  our  reU-r 
gion,  where  the  wreathing  volumes  of  smoke  from 
the  altar  of  the  Lobd  had  been  seen  ascending  to- 
wards the  dwelling  of  the  Most  High,  in  honour  of 
His  name  and  in  obedience  to  His  own  holy  ordi- 
nance, there  now  was  beheld  the  angry  torrent  of 
flame  bursting  furiously  forth  and  spreading  ra- 
pidly from  gate  to  gate,  from  pinnacle  to  pinnacle. 
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while  our  foes  looked  on  with  triumphant  einl- 
tation.  Eor  days  and  nights  the  flames  contmued 
to  hreak  out,  now  in  one  portion  of  the  holj  edif 
fice,  now  in  another,  as  they  successively  found 
fresh  fuel  to  feed  them  ia.  the  cedar  roofs  and  beanu 
which  adorned  the  sanctuary  and  its  chambers. 
Fearful  and  appalling  was  the  sight  during  the 
darkness  of  night.  The  neighbouring  hills,  re- 
flecting the  lurid  glare,  seemed  lighted  up  purposely 
to  look  on  in  gloomy  grandeur  upon  the  scene  of 
devastation.  Upon  the  lower  city,  now  utteriy 
deserted  and  in  ruins,  sparks  and  burning  frag- 
ments were  descending  in  continued  showers, 
while  anon,  as  a  fiercer  burst  of  flame  arose,  every 
well-known  street  and  square,  every  shattered 
tower  and  gateway,  with  the  remains  of  their 
blackened  and  crumbling  walls,  became  painfrdly 
distinct  and  visible  in  all  the  nakedness  of  deso- 
lation. 

"  For  one  short  hour,  Miriam,  I  ventured  thus  to 
gaze  from  Olivet  on  the  last  scene  of  devastation 
which  closed  over  our  devoted  city.  Vain  were  the 
attempt  to  describe  the  feelings  which  crowded 
upon  my  mind.  No  tongue  could  utter  them. 
My  father  and  myself  stood  together,  lost  in  mute 
and  speechless  astonishment.  At  length,  instinc- 
tively as  it  were,  we  turned  away  together,  and 
retraced  our  steps  over  the  mountain  towards 
Bethany.  As  we  pursued  our  way  slowly  down  the 
steep  and  winding  path,  the  moonbeams  fell  palely 
but  clearly  on  the .  distant  surface  of  that  bitter 
lake,  where  once  the  wealthy  inhabitants  of  Go- 
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morrah  dwelt.  By  a  sudden  turn  of  the  road  we 
found  ourselves  directly  facing  it.  Our  eyes  could 
not  avoid  the  view.  And  oh !  why,  Miriam,  should 
I  conceal  from  thee  the  thoughts  which  involun- 
tarily forced  themselves  upon  me  at  that  solemn 
hour  ?  Though  momentary,  yet  how  painfully  fiill 
of  humiliating  associations  was  that  single  glance. 
Seemed  it  not  like  the  finger  of  God  pointing 
thither  and  saying,  *  Daughter  of  Judah,  there 
was  thy  warning — ^why  didst  not  thou  heed  it,  ere 
yet  the  cup  of  wrath  was  ftdl  to  overflowing  ?' 
Neither  my  father  nor  I  spake,  but  the  comparison, 
which  our  lips  forebore  to  express,  our  hearts  dared 
not  refuse  to  admit." 

"  I  have  now  told  thee  all,  Miriam ;  and  surely 
when  thou  readest  thou  wilt  have  cause  to  say  that 
sights  and  scenes  more  sad  have  not  met  the  eyes 
even  of  Judah' s  captives  at  Babylon.  Think  then 
of  us  as  we  do  of  you,  with  pity  and  kindly  sympa- 
thy ;  but  this,  I  know,  thou  and  thy  mother  will 
do.  My  father  has  now  fixed  his  dwelling  at  Miz- 
peh,  where  a  few  others  of  the  poorest  of  the  peo- 
ple, whom  the  general,  Nebuzaradan,  has  left  as  a 
remnant,  are  assembled  under  my  father's  direction. 
The  prophet  Jeremiah  is  oftentimes  among  us; 
but  more  often,  they  say,  he  is  seen  mourning  alone 
over  the  deserted  ruins  of  our  beloved  city.*  Thither 

*  "  To  the  north  of  the  town,  and  not  very  for  from  the  walls, 
is  the  magnificent  cavern  called  that  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah. 
Here  it  is  said  he  retired  to  pour  forth  his  lamentations.  As 
far  as  size,  gloominess,  and  grandeur  go,  it  well  merits  its  appel- 
lation. *  *  *  No  spot  could  have  been  more  suitable  to 
C  0 
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he  retires  to  some  solitary  spot,  as  we  hear,  near 
where  once  stood  the  gate  of  Ephraim,  to  lament 
over  the  bitter  consequences  of  those  sins  which 
for  so  many  years  he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  check. 
Scarce  another  human  step  is  now  to  be  heard 
among  the  ruins  of  our  once  joyous  city.  The  wild 
foxes  have  made  their  dwelling  there,  and  roam  un- 
molested over  the  heights  of  Zion  and  in  the  very 
courts  of  what  was  once  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lobd 
Jehovah. 

"  Parewell,  my  beloved  cousin — ^may  our  G-on  yet 
turn  and  look  upon  us,  and  of  His  mercy  grant  us 
better  times.  Send  me  word  speedily  of  thine 
own  health,  and  how  it  fares  with  all  my  dear 
friends  in  the  land  of  their  enemies.     Farewell." 

With  breathless  interest  had  both  mother  and 
daughter  listened  to  the  contents  of  Berith's  affec- 
tionate but  sorrowM  epistle ;  and  warmly  did  they 
sympathise,  even  in  their  own  humble  condition, 
with  the  feelings  which,  even  if  she  had  not  endea- 
voured to  describe  them,  they  were  aware  that  she 
must  have  experienced.  Their  next  thought  was 
how  to  get  the  letter  conveyed  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible  to  Talmon.  To  him  also  they  knew  it 
would  be,  as  it  had  been  to  themselves,  a  source  of 
melancholy  pleasure  thus  to  hear  what  had  of  late 
befallen  his  kinsmen  and  the  city  of  his  &ther8. 


the  utterance  of  the  woes  against  the  deroted  city,  and  the 
mournful  and  impaasioned  feelings  of  the  inspired  prophet" — 
Carnb'8  Lettert  from  the  East,  Vol.  I.  p.  327.  See  alio 
Univ.  Hist.  Book  i.  c.  7,  p.  589. 
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Though  it  was  already  past  eyentide,  Hadassah 
could  not  consent  to  defer  till  the  morrow  the  oc- 
casion which  she  thought  was  now  in  her  power  of 
breaking  and  relieving  the  monotony  of  her  hus- 
band's prison  solitude.  Accordingly,  having  pro- 
cured the  company  and  assistance  of  a  neighbour 
who  dwelt  near,  they  proceeded  together  towards 
the  well  known  spot  whither  Hadassah's  steps  had 
so  often  of  late  anxiously  borne  her.  Having  ar- 
rived and  made  inquiry  for  Talmon,  begging  per- 
mission either  to  be  allowed  to  see  him,  or  at  least 
to  have  the  letter  conveyed  to  him,  they  were  not  a 
Httle  surprised  at  finding  that  he  had  that  very 
evening  for  the  first  time,  gained  private  leave  from 
the  keeper  of  the  prison  to  be  absent  for  a  few 
hours,  and  to  visit  his  family.  Hadassah,  though 
rejoiced  at  the  intelligence,  was  unprepared  for  it 
at  the  moment ;  for  though  she  knew  that  Talmon 
had  of  late  cherished  such  a  hope  in  consequence 
of  the  great  confidence  which  the  keeper  of  the 
prison  reposed  in  him,  yet  she  hardly  expected  it 
to  have  taken  place  without  more  notice  having 
been  given  to  her  by  Talmon. 

With  fervent  expressions  of  thankfulness  she 
now  hurried  back  to  her  humble  home,  relying  on 
finding  Talmon  there  ready  to  receive  her.  Great 
was  her  disappointment  when  she  neither  found 
him,  as  she  had  expected,  nor  could  hear  any  tidiogs 
of  his  having  been  near  their  dwelling.  In  painful 
suspense  she  continued  to  wait,  perplexed  and 
anxious,  at  his  still  not  appearing.  Again  and 
again  she  put  the  same  questions  to  Miriam,  and 
c  c  2 
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more  than  onice  resolved  to  retrace  her  steps  bad 
to  the  prison.     It  then  suddenly  occurred  to  ba 
for  the  first  time  that  by  the  way  she  had  overheard 
in  the  passing  conversation  of  the  citizens  on  thai 
evening,  louder  threats  and  imprecations  aganuk 
their  captives  than  of  late  they  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  using.     Yague  accounts   of  some  fresh 
offence    on    their  part   seemed    to   be    in   men's 
mouths ;  and  though,  while  in  her  hurry  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  her  walk,  these  sounds  and  ex- 
pressions had  fallen  ahnost  unnoticed  on  her  ears, 
yet  now,  when  she  had  time  to  reflect,  and  was 
searching  anxiously  in  her  mind  how  to  account 
for  Talmon's   absence,  such  broken  fragments  of 
conversation  were  remembered,  and  many  a  subject 
of  terror  began  to  rise  up  inwardly  to  her  view. 
It  struck  her,  too,  almost  at  the  same  moment  that 
she  had  found  Miriam  very  different  in  spirits  and 
in  manner  on  her  return  firom  the  prison  from  what 
she  had  been  when  she  left  her.     Then  suddenly 
there  flashed  across  her  memory  the  second  and 
smaller  of  the  two  letters  which  the  stranger  had 
brought,  and  which  till  now  had  wholly  slipped 
from  her  thoughts.     In  another  moment  she  was 
closely  questioning  Miriam  both  about  the  letter 
and  about  the  cause  of  her  sudden  change  in  man- 
ner and  spirits. 

Miriam,  after  a  short  and  ineffectual  effort  to  dis- 
guise her  feelings,  burst  into  tears,  and  drawing  the 
roll  of  the  smaller  letter  from  her  bosom,  exclaimed, 
"My  mother,  forgive  me  that  I  read  it  in  thy 
absence — forgive  me  for  keeping  it  so  long  from 


TALMOlir  AITD   HADASSAH.  389 

thee.  Fain  would  I  have  saved  thee  the  bitter 
tidings  which  it  contains.  Since  my  cousin  Berith's 
first  letter,  my  uncle  has  been  cruelly  and  trea- 
cherously slain  by  our  own  countrymen ;  Berith  is 
left  an  orphan  in  the  hands  of  strangers  ;  and  ere 
this  is,  together  with  the  king's  daughters  and  the 
prophet,  carried  violently  away  into  the  land  of 
Egypt." 

Thus  briefly  Miriam  related  the  sad  contents  of 
the  letter  to  her  mother.  Nor  did  Hadassah  dare 
to  doubt  the  truth  of  it.  It  explained  to  her  mind, 
awakened  and  alarmed  as  it  was  at  this  moment, 
many  trifling  things  which  had  just  occurred  to 
raise  her  suspicions  and  doubts.  The  conversation 
which  she  had  overheard  among  the  citizens  in  her 
walk  to  and  from  the  prison  that  evening — ^the 
threats  and  ill-omened  words  dropped  by  them 
against  their  Hebrew  captives — ^the  absence  of  Tal- 
mon  at  that  hour — all  seemed  now  explained.  The 
same  opportunity  doubtless  which  had  brought 
her  these  letters  from  Judea,  had  also  brought 
the  intelligence  to  Babylon  of  this  fresh  rebellion 
against  the  authority  of  the  king.  No  wonder  then 
that  there  was  fresh  anger  and  ill-will  kindled 
against  those  who  were  of  the  same  guilty  nation. 

Talmon  she  ventured  to  hope  had  been  delaying 
to  collect  some  particulars  of  what  had  happened ; 
thus  amid  tears  and  silent  prayers  that  he  might 
speedily  arrive  to  share  with  her  this  fresh  afflic- 
tion, she  continued  anxiously  listening  to  every 
approaching  sound  of  footsteps,  trusting  they 
might  be  his.    It  was  true,  as  she  supposed,  that 
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the  tidings  which  she  had  just  received  were  made 
known  in  Babylon  at  the  same  time,  and  excited 
both  in  the  king  and  people  fresh  indignation 
against  that  nation  whose  very  scattered  renmantiy 
after  their  late  severe  punishment,  could  thus  yen- 
ture  to  defy  the  power  of  their  conquerors. 

Not  only  had  Qedaliah,  the  Jewish  goyenoflr 
whom  Nebuzaradan  had  set  over  the  few  pow  ift- 
habitants  of  Judea,  been  slain,  but  some  also  of  the 
Chaldeans,  who  chanced  to  be  at  Mizpeh  witb 
him.*  The  perpetrator  of  this  treacherous  and 
rebellious  deed  was  Ishmael  the  son  of  Nethaniak, 
one  of  the  remaining  royal  house  of  Judah,  induced 
probably  by  jealousy  of  the  authority  intrusted  to 
Gedaliah.  Such  conduct,  though  it  had  been 
chiefly  the  act  of  an  iadividual,  was  the  means  of 
bnnging  down  additional  troubles  on  the  few  im- 
happy  smndvors  still  left  in  Judea.  Urged  by  fear 
of  Airther  punishment  from  the  Babylonians^  they 
persisted,  contrary  still  to  the  advice  of  the  prophet 
Jeremiah,  ia  flying  into  Egypt  and  forcing  him  and 
their  other  fellow  countrymen  to  accompany  them. 
There  at  length,  as  they  had  been  warned,  a  worse 
fate  from  the  hands  of  the  very  same  Babyloniana 
overtook  them  in  common  with  the  Egyptians 
themselves.t 

In  Babylon  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  was 
soon  followed  by  new  hardships  and  persecutions 
upon  the  captives.  Many  were  sent  to  drag  out  the 
miserable  remainder  of  their  lives  in  the  unceaaiDg 

•  Jer.  zU.  t  Jer.  iliL  16,  17. 
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labour  of  forming  some  of  the  vast  canals  which 
intersected  that  level  country — others  were  doomed 
as  slaves  to  the  brick-kiln,  from  month  to  month 
and  year  to  year  bound  down  to  uninterrupted  toil 
and  drudgery,  till  health  and  strength  and  life  sank 
together  beneath  the  task.  Often  amid  that  cease- 
less scene  of  labour  in  a  foreign  cHme,  their 
thoughts  travelled  back  to  that  land  of  hiUs  and 
valleys  which  was  now  enjoying  the  sabbaths  of 
which  they  had  in  past  years  deprived  her.  How 
welcome  now  to  the  former  possessors  of  that  land 
would  have  been  that  repose  and  those  intervals 
from  labour  which  they  had  once  stubbornly  and 
impiously  rejected — ^how  more  than  welcome  those 
appointed  seasons  of  rejoicing  before  their  G-on, 
which  they  had  heretofore  turned  into  revelry  and 
idolatry. 

Though  many  were  thus  scattered  through  the 
province  of  Babylon,  yet  others  still  remained  in 
the  capital — and  some  few  in  high  and  influential 
posts.  But  against  them  jealousy  on  the  part  of 
the  citizens  soon  found  means  of  persecution. 
Those  who  continued  to  show  respect  to  their  own 
religion  were  made  objects  of  reproach  and  insult — 
and  ofben  driven  to  conform  to  the  idolatrous 
rites  of  the  Chaldeans.  Upon  any  provocation 
their  lives  were  held  cheap,  and  were  frequently 
taken  with  impunity.  Their  bodies  were  cast  forth 
to  open  scorn,  and  denied  the  rites  of  burial.* 
Any  attempt  to  break   through  such  an   edict 

*  See  Tobit  L  18,  19,  20 ;  and  Banich  iiL  8, 
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brought  death  and  a  similar  punishment  upon  the 
offender  himself.  * 

On  the  evening  when  Talmon  first  gained  per- 
mission for  a  short  absence  from  the  prison,  he 
had  not  gone  many  steps  in  the  direction  of 
Hadassah's  dwelling,  hurrying  onwards  as  he  was 
without  a  moment's  delay,  when  he  was  stopped 
by  the  imploring  voice  of  a  woman  who,  in  his  own 
language,  appealed  to  him  in  earnest  accents  of 
fear  and  suppressed  grief 

"  Thou  art  a  Hebrew,"  said  she,  "  stay  thy 
steps,  I  implore  thee,  for  a  few  moments,  and  help 
a  fellow-countrywoman,  and  a  widow,  in  the  last 
request  she  will  ever  make  to  man.  Not  many 
yards  hence,"  she  continued,  "  the  dead  body  of 
my  son  lies  unburied,  and  trampled  under  foot  by 
our  enemies.  They  slew  him  this  day  at  mom, 
and  they  have  cruelly  wounded  me  for  attempting 
to  remove  him.  It  is  now  dark,  and  none  is  pass- 
ing by  to  see  us.  Whoever  thou  art,  in  the  name 
of  our  country  and  our  Q-on,  oh  help  a  widowed 
mother  in  this  hour  of  her  need."  To  such  an 
appeal  Tahnon's  heart,  softened  as  it  had  been  of 
late  by  his  own  aflfliction,  would  not  allow  hini  to 
turn  a  deaf  ear.  "Haste  thee,  woman,"  said  he, 
"lead  on  speedily,  and  I  will  put  my  life  in  thy 
hand  and  follow  thee.  May  the  GK)d  of  our 
fathers  protect  us!" 

The  tidings  of  that  day  had,  unhappily  for 
Talmon,  caused  double  vigilance  to  be  used  by. 
the  citizens  against  the  Hebrews.  His  benevolent 
attempt  was  detected.    Seized  in  the  &tal  act  of 
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disobedience,  lie  was  at  once  hurried  away — doomed 
alas !  to  share,  in  a  few  hours  after,  the  same  fate 
of  an  ignominious  death,  and  of  dishonour  after 
death,  from  the  latter  of  which  he  had  kindly,  but 
in  vara,  attempted  to  rescue  another. 

The  next  morning  found  Hadassah  a  widow — 
her  children  orphans,  helpless,  unprotected,  friend- 
less— ^LQ  a  foreign  city — surrounded  by  enemies  to 
her  religion  and  her  country — ^her  last  hope  gone 
— and  in  its  stead  "  a  trembling  heart,  failing  of 
eyes,  and  sorrow  of  mind." 


"In  those  days  there  were  many  widows  in 
Israel" — we  have  told  the  tale  of  but  one  of  them. 


Ilommtotinnfi  of  ^erBmiaij, 


METBIOALLY  BENDEBED  AETEB  THE   OBIGOAL. 


*'  Oh  that  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain 
of  tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  slain  of  the 
daughter  of  my  people."— Jen  ix.  1. 


INTfiODUCTION 


LAMENTATIONS  OF  JEREMIAH. 


"  The  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah  are  very  properly 
distributed  into  five  chapters,  each  of  them  con- 
taining a  distinct  elegy,  consisting  of  twenty-two 
periods,  according  to  the  number  of  letters  in  the 
Hebrew  alphabet ;  although  it  is  in  the  first  four 
chapters  only  that  the  several  periods  begin, 
acrostic-wise,  with  the  different  letters  following 
each  other  in  alphabetical  order.  By  this  con- 
trivance the  metre  is  more  precisely  marked  and 
ascertained,  particularly  in  the  third  chapter  where 
each  period  contains  three  verses,  which  have  all 
the  same  initial  letter.  The  two  first  chapters  in 
like  manner  consist  of  triplets,  excepting  only  the 
seventh  period  of  the  first,  and  the  nineteenth  of 
the  second,  which  have  each  a  supernumerary  line. 
The  fourth  chapter  resembles  the  three  former  in 
metre,  but  the  periods  are  only  couplets.  In  the 
fifth  chapter  the  periods  are  couplets,  but  of  a 
considerably  shorter  measure." — De.  Blatnet. 
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"  The  intention  of  this  acrostic  or  alphabetic  ar- 
rangement-was  to  assist  the  memory  in  retoiniiig 
sentences  not  much  connected,  and  the  same 
method  was  adopted,  and  is  even  still  used  by  the 
Syrians,  Arabians,  and  Persians.  It  is  remarkable 
also  that  though  the  verses  of  the  fifth  chapter  are 
short,  yet  those  of  the  other  chapters  seem  to  be 
nearly  half  as  long  again  as  those  which  usually 
occur  in  Hebrew  poetry  ;  and  the  prophet  appears 
to  have  chosen  this  measure  as  more  flowing  and  ac- 
commodated to  the  efiusions  of  sorrow,  and  perhaps 
as  more  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  funeral  irges. 

"  This  poem  affords  the  most  elegant  variety  of 
affecting  images  that  ever  probably  were  collected 
into  so  small  a  compass.  The  scenes  of  aflliction, 
the  circumstances  of  distress,  are  painted  with  such 
beautiM  combioation,  that  we  contemplate  every- 
where the  most  affecting  picture  of  desolation  and 
misery.  The  prophet  reiterates  his  complaints  in 
the  most  affecting  style,  and  aggravates  his  sorrow 
with  a  boldness  and  force  of  description  that  cor- 
respond with  the  magnitude  and  religious  impor- 
tance of  the  calamities  displayed  to  view.  In  the 
iQstructive  strain  of  an  inspired  writer  he  reminds 
his  countrymen  of  the  grievous  rebellions  that 
had  provoked  the  Loed  to  *  abhor  His  sanctuary ;' 
confesses  that  it  was  of  God's  mercies  they 
were  not  utteriy  consumed;  and  points  out  the 
sources  of  evil  in  the  iniquities  of  their  fidse 
prophets  and  priests.  He  then  with  indignant 
irony  threatens  Edom  with  destruction  for  rejoic- 
ing over  the  miseries  of  Judea,  opens  a  consoli^xiiry 
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prospect  of  deliverance  and  fiiture  protection  to 
Ziqn ;  and  concludes  with  an  affecting  address  to 
G-OD,  to '  consider  the  reproach '  of  His  people  and 
to  renew  their  prosperity. 

"  It  is  worthy  to  be  observed  that  Jeremiah  in 
endeavouring  to  promote  resignation  in  his  country- 
men represents  his  own  deportment  under  afflic- 
tions, in  terms  which  have  a  prophetic  cast,  so 
strikingly  are  they  descriptive  of  the  patience  and 
conduct  of  our  Saviofb  under  His  sufferings. 
The  prophet  indeed,  in  the  meek  endurance  of  un- 
merited persecution  was  an  illustrious  type  of 
Cheist." — G-bat's  Key  to  the  Old  Testament. 

"  The  Lamentations  were  not  composed  till  after 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  its  temple,  and 
the  depopulation  of  the  country  by  the  trans- 
migration of  all  its  inhabitants  ;  which  events  are 
described  not  at  all  in  the  style  of  prophetic  predic- 
tions, but  alluded  to  and  bewailed  as  what  had  been 
already  fully  accomplished,  and  brought  to  pass. 
We  cannot  admire  too  much  the  fiiU  and  graceful 
flow  of  pathetic  eloquence  in  which  the  author  pours 
forth  the  effusions  of  a  patriotic  heart,  and  piously 
weeps  over  the  ruins  of  his  venerable  country. 
Never  was  there  a  more  rich  and  elegant  variety  of 
beautiful  images  ranged  together  within  so  small  a 
compass,  nor  more  happily  chosen  and  applied. 
The  prophet's  peculiar  talent  lay  in  working  up 
and  expressing  the  passions  of  grief  and  pity ;  and 
unhappily  for  him,  as  a  man  and  a  citizen,  he  met 
with  a  subject  but  too  weU  calculated  to  give  his 
genius  its  fuU  display." — ^De.  Blatioit. 
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"  One  book  of  Scripture  there  is,  in  which  Gh)D 
has  pleased  to  preserve  the  memorial  of  this  great 
struggle  of  religion,  both  in  its  public  and  its 
private  state ;  wherein  every  feeling  and  every  re- 
flection, adapted  to  such  a  scene,  are  recorded  and 
expressed  to  the  life.  It  is  the  short  volume  of 
*  the  Lamentations  '  of  that  prophet  who  lived  in 
the  midst  of  it ;  a  book  which  is  the  perfect  moral 
history  of  those  times  and  of  religion,  in  its  public 
and  its  interior  personal  trials;  a  book  of  more 
profound  and  exquisite  feehngthan  can  be  equalled 
in  any  of  the  most  boasted  of  uninspired  vmtings, 
and  of  the  most  exact  delineation  on  the  whole 
question  of  the  dark  and  fearful  visitation  of  Q-qd, 
under  which  His  church  and  people  were  cast." — 
Davison  on  Prophecy,    Diss.  YI.     Part  3. 

"  The  Jews  denominate  this  book  *Echah'  (How) 
from  the  first  word  of  the  text ;  or  sometimes  they 
call  it  Kinnoth,  which  implies  tears,  alluding  to  the 
mournful  character  of  the  work,  of  which  one  would 
conceive,  says  Mr.  Lowth,  that  every  letter  was 
written  with  a  tear,  every  word  the  sound  of  a 
broken  heart." — Gbat's  Key  to  the  Old  Testament, 
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CHAPTEB  I. 


v  s 


**  Jeremiah  begins  this  his  first  elegy  with  mouming  over 
the  sad  reyerse  of  fortune  which  his  eoiuitry  had  ezperiflOjOed ; 
at  the  same  time  sorrowfully  confessing  that  all  her  miaeries 
were  of  her  own  seeking,  the  result  of  national  wickedness  and 
rebellion  against  God.  In  the  midst  of  the  discourse  he  on  a 
sudden  withdraws  himself  from  view,  and  leaves  Jerusalem  to 
continue  the  complaint ;  who  humbly  solicits  from  the  Divine 
compassion  that  comfort  and  redress  which  she  found  it  in  vain 
to  look  for  from  any  other  quarter.*' — ^Blatnxt. 


CHAJPTEE  I. 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  that  Israel  had  been  carried 
away  captive,  and  Jerusalem  was  become  desolate,  that  Jere- 
miah sat  weeping,  and  lamented  with  this  lamentation  over  Je- 
rusalem, and  said— 

How  lone  she  sits — once  thronged  with  busy 

crowd ! 
How  widowed,  she  to  whom  the  nations  bowed ! 
Princess  erewhile,  now  lowly  vassal  of  the  proud ! 

3 

By  night  she  weeps — ^her  tears  rest  on    her 

cheeks. 
Of  all  her  lovers,  none  her  comfort  seeks. 
False  friends !  each  on  her  head  his  treacherous 

malice  wreaks. 

J 

For  woe  is  Judah  into  bondage  gone ; — 
In  heathen  lands  she  dwells,  nor  rest  hath  known. 
Their  toils  in  narrow  straits  have  foes  around  her 
thrown. 

i)d2 
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"7 

Her  ways  deserted  mourn — for  none  pass  by 
Unto  her  feasts ; — ^her  priests,  her  virgins  sigh— 
Her  gates  are  void,  and  she  in  bitterness  doth  lie. 

n 

Her  foes  prevail — ^the  victor's  joy  is  theirs  ;— 
She  for  her  sins  the  stroke  of  justice  bears. 
Her  sons  are  slaves — ^their  neck  the  yoke  of  bond- 
age wears. 

From  Zion's  daughter  fer  hath  beauty  fled  ;— 
Her  chiefs — ^as  harts  no  more  in  pastures  fed, 
But  famished  and  pursued,  their  steps  have  feeblr 
sped. 

T 

When  stem  affliction's  hand  abasement  wrought 
And  grief  in  Salem,  she  with  saddened  heart  be- 
thought 
Her  of  her  happier  days ; 
When  fell  her  sons  forsaken  and  forlorn, 
Her  end  the  foe  beheld,  and  over  her,  in  scorn 
Durst  impious  mockings  raise. 

n 

Grievous  hath  been  her  sin ; — ^for  this  removed, 
Her  shame  they've  seen  who  once  her  beauty 
loved ; — 
Sighing,    she    tumeth    back,    dishonoured,    self- 
reproved. 
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Soiled  are  her  robes,  yet  heeds  she  not  her  end ; 
Therefore  brought  wondrous  low — ^none  to  be- 
friend— 
Tea,  LoED,  exulting  foes  to  vex  her,  and  offend. 


Unhallowed  hands  her  pleasant  things  deface — 
And  in  her  sight,  lo  !  men  of  sinful  race. 
Forbidden,  Loed,  by  TDhee,  profane  her  holy  place. 

D 

Her  people  sigh — ^her  famished  children  pine ; — 
Eor  bread  their  cherished  treasures  they  resign. 
Mark  well,  O  Loed,  how  fallen,  how  vile  a  lot  is 
mine! 

Is't  nought  to  you  that  pass  ?    Behold  and  see, 
Was  ever  grief  like  that  He  lays  on  me — 
Jehovah,  in  His  day  of  wrath  and  jealousy  ? 

0 

Into  my  bones  He  sent  His  fiery  ray ; 
Caught  in  His  net — He  stopped  me  in  the  way ; 
My  strength  to  faintness  turned,  the  weary  live- 
long day. 

: 

My  sins  into  a  yoke  His  hand  hath  bound — 
"Wreathed  on  my  neck  they  bear  me  to  the 
ground ; — 
By  Him  betrayed — ^no  help,  no  strength  is  in  me 
found. 
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D 

My  mighty  ones  He  put  to  open  shame ; 
To  slay  my  young  His  summoned  armiesr  came  ; 
He  trode  as  in  a  winepress  Judah's  virgin  frame. 

.  V 

For  this  I  weep — mine  eyes,  mine  eyes  o'erflow; 
Far  off  is  he  that  should  have  soothed  my  woe ; 
My  sons  are  desolate — ^my  foes  yet  mightier  grow. 

She  spreads  her  hands  for  help,  but  findeth  none — 
All,  all  are  Jacob's  foes — this  He  hath  done ; 
Salem,  as  one  unclean,  her  neighbours  loathe  and 
shun. 

I  have  rebelled.  Loed,  righteous  is  Thy  throne ; — 
Hear,  all  ye  people — ^be  my  sorrows  known : 
My  maidens  and  my  youths  in  foreign  bondage 
groan. 


I  called  my  friends — ^they  came  but  to  betray: 
Lifeless  around  me  priests  and  elders  lay — 
Their  hand  no  morsel  found  life's  failing  powers  to 
stay. 

Behold,  LoBD,  how  my  troubled  bosom  heaves ! 
This  rebel  heart  what  ceaseless  anguish  grieves ! 
At  home  there  is  as  death — abroad  the  sword  be- 
reaves. 
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My  sighs  they  heard,  but  none  would  pity  show : 
Tea,  all  rejoiced  that  TDhou  hast  laid  me  low. 
They  yet  shall  be  as  I — Thy  day  shall  make  it  so. 

n 

Thou,  LoBD,  shalt  visit  their  iniquity : 
'Tis  thus  for  sin  that  Thou  hast  dealt  with  me — 
Witness  my  many  sighs,  my  heart-sick  misery. 


CHAPTEB.  II. 


**  The  prophet  giyefl  a  melancholy  detail  of  the  dire  effects 
of  the  diyine  anger  in  the  subversion  of  both  the  civil  and 
religious  constitution  of  the  Jews,  and  in  that  extreme  wretch- 
edness and  distress  to  which  individuals  of  every  denomination 
were  thereby  reduced.  He  represents  the  misery  of  his 
country  as  without  a  paralleli  and  charges  her  prophets  widi 
having  betrayed  her  into  ruin  by  their  felse  and  flattering 
suggestions.  He  describes  the  astonishment  of  passengers  on 
viewing  the  desolate  condition  of  Jerusalem.  They  call  out  to 
her  to  implore  God's  compassion  for  the  removal  of  those 
heavy  judgments  which  in  the  height  of  His  displeasure  He  had 
brought  upon  her.'' — Blatnbt. 


CHAPTER  n. 

Lo !  in  Jehotah's  wratH  how  flftrTrlmg  douds 

O'er  Zion  lower ! 
Her  beauty  He  hath  spoiled — ^from  heaven  to  earth 

Cast  down  her  power ; 
His  footstool  He,  alas !  remembered  not 
In  His  dread  anger's  hour. 

3 

All  Jacob's  dwellings  He  hath  swallowed  up, 

Nor  pity  shown ; 
Daughter  of  Judah,  thy  strong  fortresses 

He  hath  o'erthrown ; 
He  spared  not  to  humble,  and  profane 
•  Her  princes  and  her  throne. 

J 

The  horn  of  Israel's  strength  was  dean  cut  off 

Beneath  His  ire ; 
His  right  hand  from  the  war  bade  Judah's  hosts 

With  shame  retire ; 
'Gtunst  Jacob  waxed  His  wrath  as  furious  blast 
Of  fierce,  wide-wasting  fire. 
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He  stood  with  arm  upraised — ^with  hostile  look 

His  bow  He  drew — 
Her  eyes'  desire,  the  choice  and  flower  of  all 

Her  youth  He  slew ; 
Through  Zion's  tents  swifb  as  devouring  flames 
His  outpoured  anger  flew. 

n 

Israel  the  Loed  hath  wasted  utterly, 

As  ruthless  foe — 
Her  stately  palaces  consumed — ^her  holds 

Of  strength  laid  low ; 
In  Judah  He  hath  multiplied  the  voice 
Of  mourning  and  of  woe. 

1 

His  chosen  tent,  as  a  fraQ  garden  lodge, 

His  hand  hath  torn — 
Forgotten  made  in  Zion  solemn  feast, 

And  Sabbath  mom ; 
ndignant  He  on  king  and  priests  hath  poured 
The  fury  of  His  scorn, 

I 

His  temple  He  hath  loathed — His  altam  cast 

With  shame  away ; 
To  other  hands  her  princely  halls  hath  given — 

The  spoiler's  prey ; 
Bude  voices  in  His  house  were  heard — ^as  loud 
As  erst  in  festal  day. 
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n 

Zion,  it  was  Jehotah's  will  to  raze 

Thy  bulwarks  tall ; 
He  stretched  His  line,  nor  would  He  from  the  work 

His  hand  recall ; 
Together,  at  His  word,  they  mourned — ^they  feU — 
Fortress  and  lofty  wall. 

In  ruins  sank  her  gates — ^their  broken  bars 

In  fragments  lay ; 
Her  kings  among  the  heathen  dwell ; — ^her  law 

Hath  passed  away ; 
No  more  the  Seer  his  heaven-sent  message  finds, 
Nor  weaves  the  prophet's  lay. 


Thine  elders,  Zion,  sit  amid  the  dust, 

Silent  and  sad — 
Their  heads  with  ashes  hoar— their  aged  limbs 

"With  sack-cloth  clad ; 
Thy  virgins,  Salem,  bow  their  heads  for  grief— 
And  none  hath  made  them  glad. 

My  soul  is  vexed  within  me — ceaseless  tears 

Consume  mine  eye ; 
My  people !  melts  my  very  heart  to  view 

Thy  misery ! 
Suckling  and  child,  cast  forth  in  her  broad  ways, 
Eor  weakness  swooning  lie. 
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■? 

"  Oh  give  us  com — give  wine ;" — ^ye  moihers,  *tw 

Tour  children's  prayer ; 
While  as  the  wounded  in  her  streets  they  SeiU, 

And  fainting  there, 
Four  out  their  soul  upon  the  breast,  that  first 
GDheir  helpless  childhood  bare. 

D 

Salem !  how  shall  I  counsel  thee  ? — ^with  whom 

Thy  lot  compare  ? 
Where  find  a  doom,  whose  measure,  sad  as  thine. 

May  soothe  thy  care  ? 
Thy  breach  (none  wider  hath  the  sea-wave  made) 
What  healer  can  repair  ? 

J 

Thy  prophets  saw  not  truth — ^vain,  idle  tales 

Their  lips  conveyed — 
Thy  sins  they  hid,  though  haply  stem  reproof 

Thy  woes  had  stayed ; 
Palse  visions  of  thy  banishment  they  saw — 
Vain  burthens  on  thee  laid. 

D 

The  traveller,  as  he  passeth,  wond'ring,  claps 

TTifi  hands  at  thee — 
O'er  Salem  strangers  wag  the  head,  and  hiss 

Despiteftilly ; — 
"  Perfection "  was  her  name — "  the   earth's  de- 
light"— 
Oh  say,  can  this  be  sheP 
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Thy  foes  have  oped  their  mouths — and  bitter  things 

Against  thee  say ; 
They  gnash  upon  thee  with  their  teeth,  and  cry 

"  Behold  our  prey  " — 
"  Lo !  we  have  found — our  eyes  at  length  have  seen 
The  long  expected  day." 

The  LoED,  He  hath  devised — He  hath  fulfilled 

His  will  and  choice — 
What  once  He  built,  again  destroyed — ^unmoved 

By  Pity's  voice ; 
Thine  adversaries'  horn  He  hath  set  up, 
And  made  thy  foes  rejoice. 

Thou  ruined  wall ! — ^her  heartfelt  cries  to  God 

Went  up  for  thee — 
Then  weep  thou  too — as  river-streams  that  flow 

Incessantly ; 
Eest  not — ^nor  close  the  apple  of  thine  eye 
In  soft  security. 

p 

Arise  by  night,  and  let  thine  heart  in  prayer 
Before  the  Loed  be  poured  forth,  or  e'er 

The  night-watch  thee  prevent ; 
Lift  up  thine  hands  to  Hitn — entreat  His  aid 
For  these,  thy  little  ones,  around  thee  laid, 

Tainting  and  famine-spent. 
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1 

Mark  well,  0  Loed,  with  whom  Thou  thus  hast 
dealt 
In  angry  mood ; 
O  shall  her  suekling-infSmt's  flesh  be  made 

The  mother's  food? 
Shall  blood  of  Priest  and  Prophet  stain  those  courts 
"Where  Thine  own  altars  stood  ? 

Strown  is  the  ground  with  frames  of  tender  youth, 

And  hoary  age — 
Virgins  and  youths  alike  have  Mien  beneath 

The  avenger's  rage ; 
In  wrath  Thou  slewest  them — ^nor  wouldst  that 
aught 
Thine  anger  should  assuage. 

n 

My  terrors  in  fiill  concourse  Thou  hast  called 

Prom  all  sides  round — 
In  Thy  dread  day  not  one  of  all  my  sons 

Was  scatheless  found ; 
Those,  whom  I  swaddled  and  brought  up,  the  foe 
Hath  smitten  to  the  ground. 


CHAPTEE  III. 


BE 


''  In  this  chapter  the  prophet  seems  to  have  had  it  in  view  to 
instruct  his  countrymen  in  the  lesson  of  bearing  themselves 
well  under  adversity.  To  this  end  he  first  of  all  sets  himself 
forth  as  an  example  of  the  most  severe  and  trying  afiflictions. 
He  then  points  out  the  inexhaustible  mercies  of  God  as  the 
never  failing  source  of  his  consolation  and  hope,  and  exhorts 
others  to  patience  and  quiet  resignation  under  the  like  circum- 
stances, showing  that  God  is  ever  gracious  to  those  that  wait  on 
Him  ;  that  He  is  prone  to  pardon  and  pity,  and  takes  no  del%ht 
in  afflicting  mankind,  but  turns  away  with  disgust  from  all  acts 
of  oppression  and  malignant  cruelty.  He  asserts  the  Divine 
supremacy  in  the  dispensations  of  good  and  evil,  and  argues 
that  no  man  has  a  right  to  complain  when  he  is  punished  ac- 
cording to  his  deserts.  He  therefore  recommends  it  to  his  fel- 
low sufferers  to  examine  themselves,  and  turn  to  God  with  con- 
trite hearts,  sincerely  deploring  the  sinfulness  of  their  conduct, 
which  had  provoked  the  Divine  justice  to  treat  them  with  such 
extraordinary  severity.  He  professeth  himself  deeply  affected 
with  the  calamities  of  his  country.  But  calling  to  mind  the 
desperate  circumstances  from  which  he  had  heretofore  been 
rescued  by  the  Divine  aid,  he  declareth  his  hope  that  the  same 
good  Providence  will  frustrate  the  malice  of  his  present  ene- 
mies, and  turn  the  scornful  reproach  they  had  cast  upon  him  tp 
their  own  confusion." — Blayney. 


CHAPTEE   in. 

^( 

Lo !  I  am  he,  whose  heart,  by  sorrow  worn, 
His  chastening  rod  hath  borne  ; 

TDhe  LoED  my  steps  hath  into  darkness  led, 
Nor  light  upon  me  shed. 
On  me  by  day,  by  night.  His  heavy  hand  He  lays — 
The  LoED  my  cause  betrays. 

3 

Bruised  are  my  bones — my  flesh  and  skin  are 
made 
Like  withered  age  to  fade. 
My  way  He  hath  built  up,  as  with  a  wall 
Of  travail  and  of  gall ; 
My  feet  hath  set  in  places  dark — dark  e'en  as  those 
"Wherein  the  dead  repose. 

Ji 

Hedged  in,  I  cannot  fly ;  His  chain  around 

My  weary  neck  is  bound. 
In  vain  with  cries  and  tears  I  loudly  shout — 
My  prayer  He  shutteth  out ; 
Hewn  stones  my  path  enclose — ^in  error's  wild'ring 
maze 
My  onward  course  He  stays. 
ee2 
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As  coucliing  lion  He  liatli  been — as  bear 

Lurking  in  hidden  lair ; 
My  steps  He  liatli  misled — ^my  limbs  hath  torn, 

And  made  my  strength  to  mourn  ; 
At  me  His  bow  was  bent — ^and  for  His  arrows  keen 

This  breast  a  mark  hath  been. 

n 

Well-sped,  the  swift  sons  of  his  quiver  rest 

Deep  rankling  in  my  breast ; 
All  day  my  people's  mockings  have  I  borne — 
Myself  their  song,  their  scorn ; 
With  wormwood  He  hath  made  me  drunk — ^my  soul 
with  bread 
Of  bitterness  hath  fed. 

1 

My  teeth  He  hath  bruised  sore  with  grating 
stone, 
My  head  with  ashes  strown — 
From  peace  hath  set  me  far ;  her  once  glad  lot 
For  grief  my  soul  forgot. 
"  No  hope  for  me  in  Gton" — ^  no  sncoonrs  from  on 
high"- 
Such  was  my  bitter  cry. 

? 

Then  oft  my  heart  each  sorrow  would  recall — 

Life's  wormwood,  and  its  gaU — 
Each  several  woe  retrace,  till  brooding  thought 
Deep  shame  within  me  wrought — 
Yet,  LoBD,  rememb'ring  Thee,  my  soul  fresh  com- 
fort drew. 
And  hope  brake  forth  anew. 
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That  we  are  not  consumed,  Lobd,  'tis  of  Thee, 

Of  Thy  sure  clemency. 
Great  is  Thy  faithfolness — ^like  gentle  dews 
Mercies  each  mom  renews ; 
The  LoBi)  my  portion  is — "  the  Loed,"  my  spirit 
cries — 
On  Him  my  hope  rdies. 

To  those  who  wait  for  Him  the  Loed  is  kind ; 

They  who  thus  seek  shall  find. 
'Tis  good  in  quiet  hope  to  abide  the  end, 
Till  GtOB  deliverance  send. 
'Tis  good  that  men  in  days  of  early  youth  should 
know 
Beneath  the  yoke  to  bow. 

He,  who  in  youth  hath  bowed,  in  silence  bears 

The  weight  of  afber  cares ; 
He  humbleth  him — ^he  stoopeth  to  the  ground, 
If  hope  mny  yet  be  found. 
His  cheek  he  to  the  smiter   gives — shame  and 
rebukes 
His  chastened  spirit  brooks. 

Por  God  will  not  His  fSace  for  ever  hide, 

Nor  cast  His  own  aside ; 
But  though  He  grieve,  yet  will  He  pity  take 

For  His  great  mercy's  sake. 
He  doth  not  willingly  deal  forth  affiction's  blow, 

Nor  vex  mankind  with  woe. 
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To  cmsli  tlie  flallen — ^with  foot  of  pride  to  tread 

Upon  the  captive's  liead — 
Man's  right  in  sight  of  Heaven  to  tiim  aside- 
Justice  and  truth  to  hide — 
To  wrong  the  helpless  weak — Lobd,  shall  such 
lawless  might 
Pind  flavour  in  Thy  sight  ? 

p 

Lo  !  who  is  he  that  saith^  and  it  shall  stand 

Against  the  Lobd's  command  ? 
Evil  and  good  ahke — come  they  not  down 
Prom  that  Almighty  One  ? 
Dare  living  soul  complain — dare   murmurs  rise 
within, 
When  GtOB  corrects  for  sin  ? 

J 

Oh !  seek  we  then  our  secret  faults  to  learn, 

And  to  the  Lobd  return  ; 
Be  heart  and  hand  upraised  with  earnest  cry 
To  TTiTTi  who  dwells  on  high. 
Lobd,  with  rebellious  mind  against  Thee  have  we 
striven, 
Nor  hast  Thou  yet  forgiven. 

p 

Dark  storms  of  persecution  o'er  us  lowered, 

Thy  ruthless  sword  devoured ; 
Thyself  Thou  coveredst  with  a  cloud,  lest  prayer 
Should  reach  Thy  presence  there. 
Lobd,  Thou  hast  made  us  dross,  rejected  and  cast 
forth— 
The  refuse  of  the  earth. 
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Men  of  fierce  tongue,  with  bitter  malice  fired, 

Against  our  peace  conspired. 
Snares  and  dismay  o'ertook  us — ^wild  alarm — 

The  fell  destroyer's  arm. 
For  the  lost  daughter  of  my  people — ^for  her  woe 

Eivers  of  sorrow  flow. 

}: 

Eests  not  my  grief — ^the  tear-drop  from  mine  eye 

StiU  trickleth  ceaselessly, 
Until  the  Loed  look  down,  with  kindly  face. 
From  heaven  His  dweUing-place ; 
My  city !  for  thy  daughter's  sake  mine  eyes  impart 
Their  sorrows  to  mine  heart. 

With  causeless  hate,  my  steps  from  place  to 
place. 
Like  hunted  bird,  they  chase ; 
As  'reft  of  life,  in  dungeons  dark  I  dwell — 
My  home  the  flinty  cell. 
"  Lost,  severed  from  my  own !"  I  cried,  as  o'er  my 
soul 
I  heard  deep  waters  roll. 

P 

From  out  those  noisome  depths  I  sent  my  cry 

To  Thee,  O  Loed  Most  High ; 
"  Thou  for  the  prisoner's  low-breathed  sigh  dost 
care — 
Then  hear,  oh !  hear  my  prayer." 
And  when  I  called,  O  Loed,  Thou  drewest  near  to 
aid; 
"  Fear  not,"  Thy  pity  said. 
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Thou  pleadedst  for  my  soul  in  time  of  strife — 

Thou  hast  redeemed  my  life ; 
Thou  see'st  my  wrongs — ^my  cause  do   Thou 
defend, 
My  Guardian  and  my  Friend. 
Mine  adversaries'  wrath — ^their  schemes  of  treachery 
Are  not  unmarked  by  Thee. 

Each  crafty  plan,  yea  each  malicious  word, 

Ey  Thee  is  quickly  heard ; 
The  sland'rous  lips,  the  ceaseless  arts  of  those 

Who  all  my  ways  oppose ; 
At  home,  or  in  their  walk,  at  mom  and  ev'n  am  I 

Their  song,  their  mockery. 

n 

Thou,  LoBD,  their  deeds  in  Thy  great  reck'ning 
day 
With  justice  shalt  repay — 
Their  hearts  with  withering  grief  shalt  cause  to 
burst — 
Dread  portion  of  the  cursed ! 
LoED,  by  Thy  persecuting  rod  shall  they  be  driven 
Perth  from  the  face  of  Heaven. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


'^The  prophet  contrasts  in  various  affecting  instances  the 
wretched  and  deplorable  circumstances  of  the  Jewish  nation 
with  the  flourishing  state  of  their  affairs  in  former  times ;  and 
ascribes  the  unhappy  change  principally  to  the  profligacy  of 
their  priests  and  prophets,  which  had  drawn  upon  them  the 
universal  abhorrence  of  God  and  man.  The  people  proceed 
with  lamenting  their  hopeless  condition,  and  in  a  particular 
manner  the  captivity  of  their  sovereign.  The  judgment  of 
Edom  is  at  length  foretold,  together  with  a  final  cessation  of 
Zion's  calamities.'*— Blatney. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

How  faded  is  the  gold — ^the  most  fine  gold ! 

How  pale  its  hue,  how  sullied,  how  defiled ! 
The  temple-stones,  from  their  foundations  rolled, 
Along  her  streets  are  piled. 

3 

Zion,  thy  sons,  whom  thou  wert  wont  to  prize 
As  gold,  so  precious  in  thy  sight  were  they, 
Are  now  but  earthen  vessels  in  men's  eyes. 
Vile  as  the  potter's  day. 

J 

The  monster-dwellers — of  the  ocean-main 

Their  younglings  feed  and  tend,  by  pity  moved ; 
But  heartless,  as  the  ostrich  of  the  plain, 
My  country's  daughter  proved. 

1        , 

Past  in  its  clammy  bed  the  tongue  lies  bound, 

The  suckling's  thirst  no  streams  of  moisture  slake, 
The  famished  children  pine,  but  none  is  found 
Their  daily  bread  to  break. 
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They,  who  were  wont  to  feed  on  dainty  fSsu^, 

Are  desolate — ^their  resting  place  the  ground ; 
The  limbs  which  scarlet  only  deigned  to  wear, 
Embrace  corruption's  mound. 

1 

O  daughter  of  my  people !  thy  sad  fate 

Is  heavier  than  the  curse  on  Sodom's  land ; 
She  in  a  moment  fell — ^nor  knew  the  weight 
Of  misery's  lingering  hand. 

? 

Thy  Nazarites  as  snow  were  fair  to  view — 

Pure  as  the  milky  stream,  and  white  were  they ; 
More  ruddy  than  the  ruby's  was  their  hue, 
More  bright  than  sapphire's  ray. 

n 

Now  duskier  than  the  coal — ^no  longer  known 

For  comeliness  to  all  the  passers-by ; 
Together  cleave  the  shrivelled  skin  and  bone. 
As  withered  branch  and  dry. 

Id 

Far  happier,  whom  the  sword  hath  lifeless  left, 

Than  they  whom  Famine's  wasting  weapons  slay ! 
These  wretched  ones,  of  earth's  kind  finiits  beidft, 
Heart-stricken  pine  away. 


O  piteous  sight!  fell  hunger  to  allay, 

Their  in£mts'  flesh  the  mothers'  hands  prepaid — 
My  people !  in  Destruction's  hapless  day» 
Sucli,  svido.  "^«J^  >^®2t  «M^.^aa&. 
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3 

The  fountaiii-depths  of  wratli  His  arm  laid  dry, 

Opening  on  her  the  flood  gates  of  His  ire ; 
Her  strong  foundations  hath  the  Lobd  Most  High 
Swept  with  devouring  fire. 

•? 

Salem !  what  stranger's  tongue  durst  e'er  foretell, 
What  jealous  hopes  of  earth'ff  proud  potentates, 
That  foes  should  stand  within  thy  citadel, 
Or  tread  thy  fortress  gates  ? 

o 

Yet  it  hath  been,  for  evil  was  thy  way — 

Prophet  and  priest  alike  have  trespass6i ; 
Hand  joined  with  hand,  in  face  of  open  day. 
The  righteous  blood  to  shed. 

In  darkness,  as  the  blind,  their  feet  have  run, 

Nor  guilt's  foul  track  at  every  step  would  see ; 
The  blood-stained  garment's  touch  their  neighbours 
shun. 
Loathing  impurity. 

0 

"  Depart,  nor  spread  infection  in  our  way," 

"  Unclean,  come  ye  not  near,"  the  heathen  cried, 
"  Hence,  wanderers,  outcasts,  here  ye  may  not  stay. 
Nor  in  our  land  abide." 

Scattered  and  lone,  their  lot  the  Lobd  hath  made. 

Nor,  wrathftd,  would  their  grief  with  pity  view ; 
For  why  P  His  priests  they  honoured  not,  nor  paid 
To  age  its  tribute  due. 
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Ah  woe  is  us !  in  unrest  and  alarm, 

Our  weary  eyes  for  aid  have  vainly  sought ; 
In  watching  have  we  watched  for  those,  whose  arm 
Hath  no  deliverance  wrought. 

Our  wonted  paths,  for  fear,  we  dare  no  more 
Frequent — at  etery  step  compelled  to  fly ; 
All,  all  is  past — our  peaceful  days  are  o'er, 
Our  latter  end  is  nigh. 

P 

With  speed  yet  swifter  than  the  eagle's  flight 
Pursuers  chased  us  on  the  mountain  side — 
Anon,  in  pathless  plains,  lost  to  our  sight, 
Their  treacherous  snares  they  plied. 

1 

He,  on  whose  head  the  Lobd's  anointing  fell — 

Our  life — our  hope  into  their  wiles  was  lured — 
He  'neath  whose  shade  we  trusted  long  to  dwell, 
'Mid  heathen  foes  secured. 

Then  he  thy  heart  in  triumph  lifted  up, 

Thou  land  of  TJz,  that  boastest  Edom's  name ; 
Yet  unto  thee  the  cup  shall  pass — ^the  cup 
Of  drunkenness  and  shame. 

n 

Zion  hath  paid  for  her  iniquity, 

No  more  will  He  her  sons  to  bondage  lead ; 
Daughter  of  Edom !  He  will  visit  thee, 
And  Beacdoi  out  each  foul  deed. 


CHAPTEE  V. 


**  In  the  Syriac,  Vulgate,  and  Arabic  versions,  this  chapter 
is  entitled  *  The  Prayer  of  Jeremiah.'  But  no  such  title  appears 
in  the  Hebrew  copies  or  in  the  Septuagint.  It  is  rather  a  me- 
morial, representing  in  the  name  of  the  whole  body  of  Jewish 
exiles  the  many  and  grievous  hardships  they  groaned  under, 
and  humbly  entreating  God  to  commiserate  their  wretched- 
ness, and  to  restore  them  once  more  to  His  favour  and  to  their 
ancient  prosperity.  The  whole  may  be  considered  as  an  epi- 
logue or  conclusion  well  adapted  to  the  contents  of  the  preceding 
chapters.'* — ^Blayney. 


CHAPTER  V. 

H 

Maek,  Loed,  what  hath  befallen  us ;  our  lot 
Of  sorrow  and  of  shame,  forget  it  not. 

Lost  is  our  goodly  heritage ;  our  lands 

And  homes  have  passed  into  the  alien's  hands. 

J 

Lo  !  we  are  fatheriess — ^no  friend  to  share 
The  orphan's  grief,  the  widowed  mother's  care. 

1 

The  stream  to  quench  our  thirst  for  price  is  bought. 
And  for  our  fiiel  tribute  sternly  sought. 

n 

Our  neck  the  oppressor's  yoke  hath  sorely  pressed ; 
Unceasingly  we  toil,  and  know  no  rest. 

1 

For  lack  of  bread  have  we  to  Egypt  bowed, 
And  to  proud  Asshur'&  hosts  allegiance  vowed, 
r  p 
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? 

Our  fathers  sinned,  but  they  have  ceased  to  be, 
And  we  their  sons  bear  their  iniquity. 

n 

Servants  have  been  our  masters ;  proudly  they 
Have  ruled;  and  none  hath  freed  us  from  their 
sway. 

Our  bread  we  sought  in  trembling  and  in  fear ; 
The  spoiler  of  the  wilderness  was  near. 


Crept  o'er  our  skin  the  oven's  dusky  hue, 
As  fierce  and  fiercer  famine's  terrors  grew. 

On  Judah's  matrons  hands  of  force  were  laid. 
And  maidens  in  her  streets  to  ruffian  arms  betrayed. 

h 

Our  princes  on  the  accursed  tree  they  hung — 
Our  elders'  hearts  with  keen  revilings  wrung. 

D 

Our  sons  as  slave-bom  to  the  miU  they  bore, 
Our  children  fell  beneath  their  burthens  sore. 

Elders  no  more  in  all  our  gates  are  found — 
Our  youths  have  ceased  to  raise  sweet  music's 
sound. 


LAMEITTATIONS   OP  JEEEMIAH.  435 

D 

The  joys  of  all  the  merry-hearted  fail — 
The  dance  is  turned  into  the  mourner's  wail. 

if 

The  crown  is  fallen,  is  fallen  from  off  our  head — 
Woe,  woe  is  us  that  we  have  trespassed ! 

Therefore  hath  faintness  o'er  our  spirit  passed, 
And  cloudy  dimness  on  our  eyes  is  cast. 

For  desolate  is  Zion's  mountain  home — 
The  wild  fox  there  may  unmolested  roam. 

p 

Yet  Thou,  LoED,  ever  One,  no  change  hast  known ; 
From  age  to  age  unshaken  is  Thy  throne. 

1 

Then  why  so  long  forget  our  fallen  state  ? 
Why  still  forsake  Thine  own  that  on  Thee  wait  ? 

w 

LoED,  turn  us,  and  we  shall  be  turned ;  renew 
Our  days,  as  Thou  of  old  wert  wont  to  do. 

n 

Wilt  Thou  reject  us  whoUy  ? — shall  Thy  scorn, 
With  wrath  immeasured,  stiU  against  us  bum  ? 


NOTES  TO  THE  LAMENTATIONS. 


Chapter  ii.  verse  6.    (Page  412.) 

Allusion  is  here  beautifully  made  to  the  temporary  sheds  or 
huts  which  are  often  to  be  seen  in  the  gardens  of  Palestine. 
Similarly  Isaiah  says  in  describing  the  solitary  and  mined  con- 
dition of  Judea  (chap.  i.  v.  8),  **  The  daughter  of  Zion  is  left 
as  a  cottage  in  a  vineyard,  as  a  lodge  in  a  garden  of  cucumbers.'' 
They  are  described  as  temporary  huts,  covered  with  boughs, 
straw,  turf,  or  the  like  material,  for  a  shelter  from  the  heat  by 
day,  and  the  cold  and  dews  by  night,  for  the  watchman  that 
kept  the  garden  or  vineyard,  during  the  short  season  while  the 
fruit  was  ripening,  and  presently  removed  when  it  had  served 
that  purpose.  See  also  Job  xxvii.  18.  **  He  buildeth  his 
house  as  a  moth,  and  as  a  booth  that  the  keeper  maketh." 
The  custom  still  prevails.  A  traveller  in  1841  writes  as  fol- 
lows : — "  This,"  says  he,  alluding  to  Isaiah  i.  8,  ''is  a  very 
happy  illustration,  for  many  such  miserable  little  huts  we  saw 
lying  in  decay,  having  served  during  the  few  weeks  of  harvest 
as  a  shelter  to  those  who  watched  and  guarded  the  fruits,  and 
which  were  then  deserted.  The  fields  which  we  passed  between 
Antioch  and  Laodicea  were  full  of  such  forsaken  sheds.'' — 
Palestine,  by  the  Rev.  P.  Wilbbaham. 
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Chapter  iL  verse  19.    (Page  415.) 

The  image  in  this  place  as  in  many  other  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture, is  taken  from  the  temple  service,  in  which  there  was 
appointed  a  constant  watch,  day  and  night  by  the  Levites ; 
and  among  them  this  service  seems  to  have  belonged  par- 
ticolarly  to  the  singers  ;  see  I  Chron.  ix.  33.  Now  the 
watches  in  the  east,  even  to  this  day,  arc  performed  by  a  load 
cry  from  time  to  time  of  the  watchmen  to  mark  the  time  and 
that  very  frequently,  and  in  order  to  show  that  they  themselves 
are  constantly  attentive  to  their  duty.  Hence  the  watchmen 
are  said  by  the  Prophet  Isaiah,  chap.  lii.  8,  **to  lift  up 
their  voices/'  and  in  chap.  bdi.  6,  they  are  commanded  not 
to  keep  silence ;  and  the  greatest  reproach  to  them  is  '*  that 
they  are  dumb  dogs,  they  cannot  bark,  dreamers,  sluggards, 
looking  to  slumber.**  *  •  The  watchmen  in  the  camp  of 
the  caravans  go  their  rounds,  crying  one  after  another  **  God 
is  one.  He  is  merciful,"  and  often  add,  **Take  heed  to  your- 
selves.** (Tavemier,  Voyage  de  Perse,  Liv.  i.  chap.  10.)  The 
ll4th  Psalm  gives  us  an  example  of  the  temple>watch. 
The  whole  Psalm  is  nothing  more  than  the  alternate  cry  of 
two  different  divisions  of  the  watch.  The  first  watch  ad- 
dresses the  second,  reminding  them  of  their  duty ;  the  second 
answers  by  a  solemn  blessing ;  the  address  and  the  answer 
seem  both  to  be  a  set  form,  which  each  division  proclaimed  or 
sung  aloud  at  stated  intervals  to  notify  the  time  of  night. 

First  Chorus, 

"Come  on  now,  bless  ye  Jbhoyah,  all  ye  servants  of 
Jehovah  , 
Ye  that  stand  in  the  house  of  Jehovah  in  the  night ; 
Lift  up  your  hands  towards  the  sanctuary. 
And  bless  ye  Jehovah.*' 

Second  Chorus. 

'*  Jehovah  bless  thee  out  of  Sion ; 
He  that  made  heaven  and  earth.** 
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The  form  which  the  watch  made  use  of  on  these  occasions 
was  always  a  short  sentence  expressing  some  pious  sentiment 
of  which  Jehovah  was  the  subject,  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
the  custom  in  the  east  in  this  respect  also  still  continues  the 
very  same ;  as  it  appears  by  the  example  above  given  from 
Tavemier.     (See  Lowth  on  Isaiah,  Introd.  chap.  Ixii) 

Before  the  captivity  the  night  was  divided  into  three  parts 
or  watches.  It  is  probable  that  these  watches  varied  in 
length  according  to  the  seasons  of  the  year;  consequently 
those  who  had  a  long  and  inclement  winter  watch  to  encounter 
would  ardently  desire  the  approach  of  morning  light  to  ter- 
minate their  watch.  This  circumstance  would  beautifully 
illustrate  the  fervour  of  the  Psalmist's  devotion  (Psalm  cxxx.) 
*'  My  soul  fleeth  unto  the  Lord  before  the  morning  watch,  I 
say  before  the  morning  watch/*  And  again.  Psalm  cxix.  148, 
**  Mine  eyes  prevent  the  night  watches.**  Similarly  the 
Prophet  in  this  passage  of  the  Lamentations  recommends  to 
his  fellow-countrymen  such  **  watching  unto  prayer,'*  that  at 
the  stated  periods  of  the  night  it  should  not  require  even  the 
voice  of  the  watchman  to  remind  them  of  it,  but  that  they 
should  rather  anticipate  him. — See  Horne*s  Introduction. 
Vol.  III.     Part  2.     Page  169. 

Chapter  iv.  verse  3.     (Page  427.) 

Compare  Job  xxxix.  13.—"  Gavest  thou  the  goodly  wings 
unto  the  peacocks,  or  wings  and  feathers  unto  the  ostrich  ? 
which  leaveth  her  eggs  in  the  earth,  and  warmeth  them  in  the 
dust,  and  forgetteth  that  the  foot  may  crush  them  or  that  the 
wild  beast  may  break  them.  She  is  hardened  against  her 
young  ones,  as  though  they  were  not  hers.** 

Chapter  v.  verse  22.    (Page  437.) 

Upon  the  authority  of  Rosenmuller  the  form  of  the  sentence 
in  the  concluding  couplet  is  changed  from  that  which  our 
own  translation  gives,  to  the  interrogative.  It  seems,  as  he 
observes,  to  agree  better  so  with  chap.  iii.  stanza  11. 
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In  ismo.,  price  Sd.,  or  2ls.  per  100. 

BOOK  OF  MEDIiBVAL  ALPHABETS.     ObloDg  4to.» 
in  paper  cover,  price  ss. 
To  Grayestone  Cutters,  Painters,  and  Decorators,  the  above  win  be 
found  an  invaluable  vade  meeum, 

BRECHIN.  (Bishop  of).— JESUS  OUR  WORSHIP. 
A  Sermon  preached  at  the  Consecration  of  St.  Colninba*s  Church* 
Edinburgh.    ByALsxANOBft,  by  Divine  Permission,  Bishop  of 
Bre<diin.    8vo.,  price  6d.,  or  is.  by  post. 

BUTLER.— SERMONS  FOR  WORKING  MEN. 

By  William  John  Butlbr,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Wantage,  Berks,  late 
the  Perpetual  Curate  of  Wareside,  near  Ware.  In  good  bold  Type» 
price  6s.  6d. 

CARTER.— REMARKS  ON  CHRISTIAN  GRAVE- 
STONES vdth  Working  Drawings.  By  the  Rev.  ECCLES  J. 
CARTER,  M.  A.,  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford,  Minor  Canon  of  Bristol 
Cathedral.    Demy  8vo.,  price  ss.  6d. 

CATECHISM,  to  be  learnt  before  the  Church  Cats- 
CHisM.  For  Infant  Schools.  A  new  edition,  caiefoUy  revised, 
price  id.,  (Sd.  by  post,)  or  6s.  6d.  per  100. 

CERTIFICATES  OF  BAPTISM,  CONFIRMATION,  and 

FIRST  COMMUNION,  on  a  Large  Card,  price  id,  or  148.  per  lot. 
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CERTIFICATES   OF  CONFIRMATION   AND  HOLY 

COMMUNION,  handsomefy  printed  in  Red  and  Black  on  Cards, 

price  Sd.,  or  148.  per  hundred.    Strong  Paper  Cloth  BnTdopee  4b. 

per  hundred. 

Hie  Type  being  always  kept  standing,  Clergjrmen  may  hare  them 

ixrinted  expressly  for  their  own  parish^,  havlug  only  to  sign  their 

names.    Price  for  fiO,  lOs.j  100,  I5s. 

CHARCOAL  BURNERS  (THE).    18mo.  doth,  price  Is.  6d. 
CHARLTON.— THE    PRINCIPLES    OF    ENGLISH 

GRAMMAR  SYSTEMATICALLY   AND    PRACTICALLY     AR- 
RANGED }  with  Examination  Paper  and  Appendix.  By  SAMimx. 
Charlton,  B.A.,  of  S.  John's  College,  Cambridge.    In  l8mo. 
*    price  Is.  6d.  doth. 

CHRISTIAN  LOYALTY. 

A  Sermon.    Price  id. 
CHURCHMAN'S    COMPANION    (THE) 

A  Monthly  Magazine.  Price  6d.  Is  carefiilly  edited,  and  adapted 
for  general  reading  for  all  daases.  It  contains  a  great  Tariety  of 
Instmctiye  and  Amusing  matter:— Biography,  Tales,  Essays,  Ex. 
planations  of  the  Chordi  Services  and  Seasons,  Bible  lUnstra- 
tions.  Natural  History,  Anecdotes,  Poetry,  &c.  Vols.  I.  and  II. 
are  now  ready,  strongly  bomid  and  cut  edges,  price  9s.  Od.  Vol. 
III.,  Ss.  6d.,  with  an  allowance  to  the  Clergy  for  Lending  Libraries. 

Editor's  Prxtacx. — "  In  presenting  our  readers  with  the  first  vo- 
lome  of  ttie  Churchman's  Companion,  we  cannot  but  express  a  hope, 
that  we  haye  fulfilled  the  promises  made  in  our  Prospectus.  Our  ob- 
ject has  been  to  present  a  magazine  firee  firom  all  controversial  bias, 
and  yet  firmly  maintaining  the  doctrines  of  the  Church }  a  magazine 
devoted  to  the  interest  of  all,  as  members  of  the  same  Body,  and  in 
which  rich  and  poor,  young  and  old,  might  find  rational  amusement 
and  instruction.  To  what  extent  we  have  succeeded  in  this  our  earnest 
wish,  must  be  left  for  our  readers  to  decide.  It  is  our  pleasing  duty  to 
thank  many  warm-hearted  firiends  for  the  kindly  interest  they  have 
taken,  and  the  strenuous  exertions  they  have  made  to  bring  the  maga. 
zine  into  notice.  But  at  the  same  time,  we  must  respectfully  but 
eamcMtly  entreat  every  one  of  our  readers  to  use  his  utmost  exertions 
to  obtain  at  least  one  additional  subscriber.  A  magazine  such  as  this 
cannot  be  established  but  by  a  very  large  circulation  }  and  that  dr- 
culation  cannot  be  attained  but  by  the  greatest  efforts.  In  an  age 
when  cheap  publications  of  an  irreligious  tendency  command  so  ex- 
tensive a  sale,  it  is  much  to  be  hoped,  that  amongst  Churchmen  one 
cheap  magazine,  conducted  on  sound  principles,  will  be  enabled  to 
gain  a  footing.  If  we  have  already,  in  any  degree,  proved  ourselves 
worthy  of  confidence  and  support,  we  can  only  say,  that  for  the  fu- 
ture nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  render  the  magazine 
still  more  useful  and  acceptable  to  those  who  pray  for  the  peace  of 
Jeruaalem." 

CHURCHMAN'S  DIARY  (The)  ;  being  an  Almanack  for  the 
Year  of  Grace  1848,  being  Leap-year.  Price  3d.,  with  the  usual 
Allowance  to  Clergymen  taking  a  number  for  distributkm. 
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CHURCHES  (AN  ACCOUNT  OP  THE)  OF  SCARBO- 
ROUGH,  FILEY,  and  its  neigfaboariiood.  Bj  tbe  Rer.  G.  A. 
POOLS,  M.A.,«iicl  JOHN  WEST  HUGALL*  ArchitMt.  Infcp. 
8vo.,  Ulostrated  with  nomeroas  Kngn,rtngs, 

CHURCHES  (The)  OF  ENGLAND  AND  ROME  briefly 
tested  by  the  Nlcene  Creed,  as  applied  by  Mb.  NoBTHCon.  1^ 
a  Mbhbsb  or  thb  Chubch  of  Bnoijlkd.    8to.    48.  Od. 

CBVRTOK.— LAYS  OF  FAITH  AND  LOYALTY. 

B7  the  Yen.  Archdeaoon  CHURTON,  M.A.,  Rector  at  Cn^ 
Price  ss. 
OLABKEL^A  COLLECTION  OF  LETTERS  addnwd 
by  Prelates  and  Indirldiials  of  High  Rank  in  ScoUand,  and  IqrTvo 
Bishops  of  Sodor  and  Man  to  Sancroft,  Archtaiahop  of  Gsntertoiy 
in  the  Reigns  of  Kings  Charles  II.  and  James  VII.  Editedfroa 
Originals  in  the  Bodleian  library,  Oxfbrd,  witli  Elzplanatory  snd 
Biographical  Notices,  by  William  Nblson  Cx.ABKBy  D.CXn  of 
Christ  Church,  Oxford.    Price  68. 

OODD.— SERMONS   PREACHED    IN  THE    PARISH 

CHURCH  OF  S.  GILES,  CAMBRIDGE.    By  Oie  Rer.  EDWABD 

T.  CODD,  M.A.,  S.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  Perpetoal  Carate 

of  S.  James,  Cotes  Heafii,  Staffordshiie.    In  lamo.,  price  Os.  0d. 

doth. 

COMMENTARY    ON   THE    SEVEN     PENITENTIAL 

PSALMS.    Chiefly  from  Ancient  Sources.    iSmo.,  cloth,  price  it. 

**  Under  this  modest  title  we  have  a  most  usefnl  and  tmly  rehgioat 

realization  of  the  Erangelical  meaning  of  the  Penitential  Psahns. 

The  writer  has  chosen  for  illastration  the  internal  acta  of  penitence, 

and  in  a  yery  able  and  eloquent  introdnction  has  placed  the  nse  of  tlit 

Psalms  hi  the  Christian  Chnrch,  and  of  these  especially,  as  ezponeats 

of  Evangelical  repentance,  in  a  very  dear  and  watialiartory  li^^"— 

BeeletUutie, 

COMPANION  TO  THE  ALTAIL 

Adapted  to  the  Office  fSor  the  Holy  Commimkm,  aeoording  to  the 
Use  of  the  Scottish  Chmth.    32mo.,  sewed,  Od.  i  doth,  8d. 

CONFESSION,  AN  EARNEST  EXHORTATION  TO, 

Addressed  to  all  Shmers  who  baring  Grievously  Ofltended  the 
Divine  Majesty,  desire  by  Penitence  to  destroy  the  bated  past.  In 
Demy  8vo.,  price  6d.,  or  8d.  by  post. 

CONFIRMATION     CONSIDERED     DOCTRINALLY 

AND  PRACTICALLY,  hi  Four  Sermons.  The  Baptism  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  the  Duties  and  Privileges  of  the  Confirmed.  By  a 
Clbroyman.    Fcap.  8vo.    Price  is. 

CONFIRMATION. 

Questions  and  Answers  on  Confirmation.  Price  One  Penny,  or 
68.  per  hundred  for  distribution. 

OBESSWELL^THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE. 

Twcdve  Sermons  by  RiCBABn  Cbbbswbll,  B  JL  Curate  of  Sal* 
combe  Regis,  Devon,    ismo.  doth,  price  fit. 
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DESIGNS  FOR  GRAVESTONES,  on  Sheet8. 
No.  1,  contaiuinir  29  designs,  price  sd.    No.  2,  price  2d. 

DUKR— A  SYSTEMATIC  ANALYSIS  OF  BISHOP 
BUTLER'S  TREATISE  on  thb  Analogy  or  Rxligion  to  thb 
Constitution  op  Natubb,  so  far  as  relates  to  Natoral  ReUgion : 
to  which  is  added.  Some  Considerations  on  Certain  Arguments 
therefai  advanced.  By  the  Rev.  HENRY  H.  DUKE,  B.A.,  Chaplain 
to  the  Infirmary  at  Salisbury.  Demy  svo.,  price  4s.  6d.  Inter- 
leaved, 6s. 

DTJN8TER.— STORIES  FROM  THE  CHRONICLERS, 

(FaoissART),  illastrathig  the  History,  Manners,  and  Customs  of 
the  Reign  of  Edward  III.  By  the  Rev.  HENRY  P.  DUNSTER. 
M.A.    18mo.  doth.    Price  2s.  Od. 

EARLY  FRIENDSHIP ;   ob,  the  Two  Catechumens. 

l8mo.  cloth,  price  is.  6d. 

PublUhed  every  altemate  tnanthf  price  U,  Otf. 
ECCLESIOLOGIST  nTHE). 

Published  under  the  Saperintendence  of  the  Ecglbsxolooical 

ijLTB  Cambridob  Camdbn  Socibtt. 
Seven  Volomes  are  now  published,  and  may  be  had  at  tlie  following 
prices,  in  boards:— Vol.  I.,  5s.  6d.}  Vol.  II.,  with  Two  Engravings, 
5s.  0d.}  Vol.  III.,  with  Seven  Engravings,  0s.  Od.j  Vol.  IV.,  (New 
Series,  I.)  with  Four  Engravings,  8s. }  Vol.  V.,  (N.  S.  II.)  with  Three 
Engravings,  8s.  fid. ;  Vol.  VI.  (N.  8.  in.)  with  Three  Engravings, 
price  7s.  (W.;  Vol.  VII.  (N.S.  IV.)  with  Three  Engravfaigs,  8s.}  Vol.  VIII. 
(N.  S.  v.;  with  Engravings,  Us. 

ECCLESIOLOGIST'S  GUIDE  (THE)  TO  THE  DEANE. 

RIES  OF  BRISLEY,  HINGHAM,  BRECCLES,  AND  WAXTON, 
together  with  Flegg  and  Blofleld  Beaneries,  and  that  part  of  Cran. 
wicke  Deanery  comprised  in  the  Hundred  of  South  Ghreenhoe,  all 
in  the  County  of  Norfolk.  l2mo.  sewed.  Part  I.,  Is.  6d.  Part  II., 
price  is.  4d. 

ENGLISH  CHURCHMAN'S  KALENDAR  (THE)  FOR 
THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  MDCCCXLVIII.,  behig  Leap.year. 
Compiled  from  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  Third  Year.  Price  Is. 

ENTHUSIASM  NOT  RELIGION. 

A  Tale.  By  the  late  M.  A.  C.  Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  price  5s. 
**  This  is  a  remarkable  little  book,  in  more  points  of  view  than  one. 
It  is  remarkable  as  the  production  of  a  very  young  person,  whose 
mind  seems  to  have  acquired  a  growth  far  beyond  its  years,  and  to 
have  seized  upon  sound  religious  opinions,  even  in  deep  matters, 
without  effort.  It  is  also  remarkable  for  powerful  deUneataon  of  cha- 
racter, for  apt  illustration,  and  for  dramatic  force.  Seldom  have  we 
met  with  a  more  striking  combination  of  simplicity  and  wisdom.*'— 
Monmouth  Beacon. 

EUCHOLOGION. 

A  Collection  of  Prayers,  Forms  of  Intercession,  and  Thanksgiving, 
Litanies,  &c.    For  the  use  of  Families.    12mo.,  doth,  price  3s.  6d. 
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SVAN8.— SACRED  MUSIC, 

Composed  and  Dedicated  [by  permission]  to  the  WariUftf  I 
and  Reverend  George  Martin,  M.A.,  Ozon.,  ChanceUar  of  111 
Diocese  of  Exeter,  &c.  By  the  Rbv.  Wii.i.iam  Sloani  ifua, 
B.A.»  [Soc.  Cam.]  Trinity  College,  Cantab.,  Curate  of  S.  Divide 
Exeter.  Consisting  of  Twelve  Ori^rinal  Psalm  Tones  adifhl 
to  the  New  Metrical  Version,  Sanctus,  Kyiie-EIeeson,  andS^ie  ' 
Chants.  Imperial  8vo.,  price  4s. 

FAMILY  PRAYERS  adapted  to  the  course  of  the  EodoM- 
tical  Year.  Compiled  for  the  use  of  the  Families  of  the  Clan  v 
Laity.    By  a  Clergyman.    In  royal  l8mo.,  price  is. 

FAMILY  PRAYERS, 

Consisting  of  a  Selection  of  the  Collects  and  Prayers  of  tiie  CtmA 

of  England.    By  a  Graduate  of  the  University  of  Cambri4Ke.  to 

royal  18mo.,  price  is.  j  paper  cover,  Od. 

**  The  object  of  the  Compiler  has  been  ^  supply  a  Form  of  ¥i . 

Prayers,  at  once  short,  comprehensive,  varied,  deeply  devotional,  isi 

suited  to  the  wants  of  all  classes,  whether  in  the  mitnRipinB  ^^  tlie  ikh, 

or  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,"— Pre/oce. 

PI.OWER.— A  CHRISTIAN  VIEW  OF  THE  SCHOOL- 
MASTER'S OFFICE,  considered  in  an  Address  to  the  Ttm 
of  the  Moral  and  Industrial  Training  Schools  of  the  Mandu_ 
Poor  Law  Union,  at  Swinton.  By  the  Rev.  W.  B.  FLOWER,  BJL« 
one  of  the  Classical  Mast^s  of  Christ's  Hospital.    Price  Od. 

"  The  Works  of  the  Lord  are  great. »» 
FLOWEXL— A  THANKSGIVING  SERMON. 

Preached  in  the  Parish  Church  of  S.  Hugh,  Harlow,  Essex.  By 
the  Rev.  W.  B.  FLOWER,  B. A.,  late  Scholar  of  Magdalene  cdkegt, 
Cambridge,  and  one  of  the  Classical  Masters  at  Christ's  HonitaL 
Demy  8vo.,  price  6d.,  or  8d.  by  post. 

FLOWER.— READING  LESSONS  FOR  THE  HIGHER 

CLASSES  IN  GRAMMAR,  MIDDLE,  AND  DIOCESAN  SCHOOLS, 

selected  and  arranged  by  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Flowbb,  B.A.,  one  of  tibe 

Classical  Masters  at  Christ's  Hospital,  London,    ismo.,  doth,  as. 

*«*  This  work  has  already  received  the  approval  of  the  Bishops  of 

London,  Exeter,  Lichfield,  Ripon,  and  Fredericton,  and  many  Masteis 

of  Grammar  Schools,  into  some  of  which  it  has  been  introduced. 

PORD.—THE  GOSPEL  OF  ST.  MATTHEW  ILLUS- 
TRATED FROM  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  AUTHORS.  By  the 
Rev.  Jambs  Ford,  M.A.,  late  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford.  Demj 
8vo.,  cloth,  price  lOs.  6d. 

FORM  OF  SELF-EXAMINATION. 

With  Prayers  Preparatory  to  the  Holy  Communion.  A  New 
Edition.    2d. 

FORM  OF  SELF-EXAMINATION,  with  a  Few  Directions 
forDaUyUse.    ByF.H.  M.    Price  3d.,  or  21s.  per  100. 
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POUQUE.— ASLAUGA  AND  HER  KNIGHT. 

If  An  Allegory.    From  the  German  of  the  Baron  de  la  Motte  Foaqa6. 

m  A  new  TraoBlation.    In  l8mo.  doth,  price  is.  0d. 

a     FOUR-PAGE  TRACTS,  suited  also  for  Tract  Covers. 

f-  i .  Scripture  Roles  for  H0I7  living:.— s.  Baptism  and  Registration. 

I  —3.  George  Herbert.— 4.  Dreamland.— 5.  Songs  for  Labourers. — 

4i.  Plain  Directions  for  Prayer,  with  a  few  Farms.— 7.  Reasons  for 
Daily  Serrice.- 8.  Easter  Songs.— 9.  The  Good  Shepherd. —10. 
Morning  and  Evening  Hymns.— 11.  A  Few  Reasons  for  Keeping 
the  Fasts  and  Festivals.— 12.  The  Church  Calendar.  Price  2s.  6d. 
in  packets  of  50,  or  the  whole  done  up  in  a  sewed  volume,  price  pd. 
FOURPENNY  REWARD  BOOKS. 

The  Singers.- The  Wake. — Beating  the  Bounds.— The  Bonfire. 
Hallowmas  Eve.— A  Sunday  Walk  and  a  Sunday  Talk.— Legend 
of  S.  Dorothea.— Dream  of  S.  Perpetua.— Siege  of  Nisibis. — 
Christian  Heroism.— The  Little  Miners.- The  Secret.— Little 
WiUie,  the  Lame  Boy.— Try  Again.  Packets  of  IS,  48. 
POX.— MONKS  AND  MONASTERIES. 

Beingan  Account  of  ENGLV9H  Monachism.  By  the  Rev.  SAMUEL 
FOX«  M.A.,  F.S.A.    l2mo.  doth.    Price  5s« 
POX.— A  HISTORY  OF  ROME. 

By  the  Rev.  Samvbl  Fox,  M.A.,  F.S.A.    l8rao.  cloth,  3s. 
FREBHOAN.— PRINCIPLES  OF  CHURCH  RESTORA* 
TION.     By  EDWARD  A.  FREEMAN,  B.A.,  Fellow  of  Trinity 
Coll.,  Oxford.  8V0.,  18. 
PaENCH.— PRACTICAL  REMARKS  ON  SOME  OF 

THE  MINOR  ACCESSORIES  TO  THE  SERVICES  OF  THE 
CHURCH,  with  Hints  on  the  reparation  of  Altar  Qoths,  Pede 
Ooths,  and  other  Ecclesiastical  Furniture.  Addressed  to  Ladies 
and  Churchwardei^.  By  GILBERT  J.  FRENCH.  Foolscap 
8vo.,  with  Engravings,  price  4s.  boards. 

GRESLEV.— COLTON  GREEN, 

A  Tale  of  the  Black  Coimtry.    By  the  Rev.  WILLIAM  GRESLEY, 

M.A.    l8mo.  cloth.    Price  2s.  Od. 
ORESLEV.— HENRI    DE     CLERMONT;     or,     the 

Royalists  of  La  Vend^.    A  Tale  of  the  French  Revolution.    By 

the  Rev.  WILLIAM  GRESLEY,  M.A.    With  cuts,  ISmo.  cloth,  28. 

GRESLEY.— PAROCHIAL  SERMONS. 

By  the  Rer.  W.  GRESLEY,  M.A.    12mo.  doth.    7s.  6d. 
GRESLEY.— PRACTICAL   SERMONS.      By  the  Rev. 

William  Grkslxy,  Prebendary  of  Lichfield.    Price  78.  6d. 
ORESLEV.— PETER  PLATTIN ;    OR,  THE  LITTLE 

MINERS.    A  Fairy  Tale.    By  the  Rev.  W.  GRESLEY,  M.A.^ 

Cuts.'    Price  4d.,  stiff  cover. 
GRESLEV.— CLEMENT  WALTON ;  or,    the  English 

Citizen.    By  the  Rev.  W.  GRESLEY,  M.A.    ISmo.  doth,  38.  6d. 

Cheap  edition  is.  8d. 
GRESLEY.- THE  SIEGE  OF  LICHFIELD. 

i2mo,  cloth,  4s.    Cheap  edition  is.  8d. 


r^— CHASLES    LEVER;    ^m    Mm    of   te 
Br  the  Bcr.  W.  GftKSUT,  M.^    l^n. 

doth,  3B.  id.    Chnp  cdhkn  is.  td. 
ORESLBY^TBE  FOREST  OF  ARDEN. 

A  TUe  illutntffv  oT  the  Engfirik  ■rfaarthm.    By  the  Ber.  W. 

GRESLKY,  M.^.    ismo.  cioth,  4*.    Cheiv  edition  9b. 
OKE8XiE7.--€HURCH  CLATERING;  or,  Ac  SdMol- 

mMter.    Br  the  Bcr.  W.  G&ESLST,  MJk.     ittHX.  dodh.  «. 

ObSSeT.— CONISTON  HALL ;  or,  tbtt  Jacolntcs. 
AlflatoriadTale.  BrtheReT.W.GRESLET,X.A.  lttHX.cL4B.fd. 

OBS3LET.— FRANK'S  FIRST  TRIP  TO  THE  CON- 
TINENT.   BrtheBcT.W.  GRESLET,1CJL    IttHX.  dolh  4b.  id. 


eBSSLET.— BERNARD  LESLIE. 

A  Tale  of  the  LMt  Ten  Ycazs.    By  the  Bcr.  W.  GRXSLKT, 

ISmo.  doth,  4a.  (kL 
eBESIXT.'-HOLIDAT  TALES. 

Cloth  SB.    Wrapper,  is.  (kL 
eBESIXT.— TREATISE  ON  THE  ENGLISH  CHURCH. 

Contafaihiif  Remarks  on  its  Historr,  Theorr,  Peculiarities ;  tbe 

Ob|)ectioDS  of  Romanisto  and  Dissenters;  its  Practical  I>eiBdS} 

its  Present  Position;  its  Patoxe  Prospects;  and  ttie  Duties  of  its 

Members.    By  the  Rer.  W.  GRESLEY,  M.A.    ISmo.    Is. 
0RESLEY.— THE    THEORY    OF    DEVELOPMENT 

BRIEFLY  CONSIDERED.  By  the  Rev.  W.  GRESLBT,  MJL.  9d. 
OBESLET.— THE  REAL  DANGER  OF  THE  CHURCH 

OF  ENGLAND.    By  Rer.  W.  GRE8LEY,  M  JL    Oth  edit.  8vo.  gd. 
eBESLET.— A  SECONTI  STATEMENT  OF  THE  REAL 

DANGER  OF  THE  CHURCH.    By  the  R0r.  W.  GRESLKT,  M.A. 

Third  edition.    8to.    is. 
OBESLET.— A  THIRD  STATEMENT  OF  THE  REAL 

DANGER  OF  THE  CHURCH.    By  the  Rev.  W.  GRESLEY,  MJL 

Second  edition.    8vo.    is.  6d. 
The  above  tln-ee  panqdilets  are  now  sold  in  one  voL    Price  as.  6d. 
inll  stiff  wramier. 

HAND-BOOK   (A)   OF   ENGLISH   ECCLESIOLOGY. 

By  the  Ecclesiological  late  Cambridge    Camden   Society.      In 

Dcmv  18mo.,  doth,  7>*<  or  stnmgly  bomid  in  limp  Calf  and 

interleaved,  lOs.  (kL    With  an  Index  of  Subjects. 
Those  persons  who  liave  porchased  the  Hand-boolc  of  KngliHh  Bode- 
sioloflry,  may  liave  the  Index  on  an>licatlon. 
HAW^EB.— ECHOES  FROM  OLD  CORNWALL. 

By  the  Rev.  R.    S.  HAWKER,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Morwenstow. 

Handsomely  printed  in  Post  8vo.,  price  4s.,  bound  in  dotii. 
"These  verses  bear  token  of  not  having  been  written  to  order,  bat 
for  the  solace  of  the  author's  own  feelings ;  and  the  reader  who  takes 
up  the  *  Echoes'  in  search  of  the  same  calm  temper  of  mind  will, 
we  think,  not  be  disappointed.*'— i7cc/etia«^tc. 
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BEWXrrr.— ABRIEF  HISTORY  AND  DESCRIPTION 

OF  THE  CATHEDRAL  CHURCH  OF  S.  PETER,  EXETER. 
By  J.  W.  Hbwbtt,  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  Honoranr  Secre- 
tajy  to  the  Cambridge  Architectoral  Society.    8vo.,  Sewe^  is. 

IN  PBirARATION. 

FOUR  APPENDICES  to  the  above,  with  illustratioiis. 

HEWETT.  — THE  ARRANGEMENT  OF  PARISH 
CHITRCHES  CONSIDERED,  in  a  Paper  read  before  the  Cam- 
bridge Architectoral  Society,  on  Febmary  18,  1848.  By  J.  W. 
Hkwbtt,  of  Trinity  College,  one  of  the  Secretaries.    8vo.,  price  6d. 

HETGATE.— GODFREY  DAVENANT ;  or,  School  Life. 
By  the  Rev.  WILUAM  E.  HEYGATE,  M  Jk.    18mo.  doth.   Price 

28.  6d. 

HEYGATE.— WILLIAM  BLAKE;  or,  the  English 
Farhbr.  By  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Hbtoatx.  Author  of  "Probatlo 
Clerica*'  and  **  Godfrey  Davenant."    Fcp.  8vo.  dotii,  price  Ss.  0d. 

HICKES.— DEVOTIONS  IN  THE  ANCIENT  WAY 
OF  OFFICES,  with  Psalms,  Htmns,  and  Pratsbs,  for  every  Day 
of  the  Week,  and  every  Holy  Day  in  the  Year.  With  a  Preface. 
By  GEORGE  HICKES,  D.D.  Royal  18mo.,  price  Os.  doth,  (re- 
printed from  the  edition  of  17170    Morocco,  los.  6d. 

HINTS  ON  ORNAMENTAL  NEEDLEWORK. 

as  applied  to  Ecclesiastical  Purposes.  Printed  in  square  l8mo.  with 
nnmeroos  Engravings.    Price  3s. 

HISTORY  OF  PORTUGAL. 

From  its  erection  into  a  separate  kingdom  to  the  year  1836. 
Price  2s.  6d. 

HOFWOOD.— CHRIST  IN  HIS  CHURCH. 

A  Volume  of  Plain  and  Practical  Sermons.  Preached  in  the 
Parish  Church  of  Worthing,  Sussex.  By  the  Rev.  HENRY 
HOPWOOD,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Bothal,  Durham.  Demy  8vo. 
Price  58. 6d. 

HOPWOOD.— ELISHA'S  STAFF  IN  THE  HAND  OF 
GEHAZT,  and  other  Sermons.  By  the  Rev.  HENRY  HOPWOOD, 
M.A.    iSmo.,  cloth,  price  3s.  6d. 

BOFWOOD.^THE  CHILD'S  GEOGRAPHY. 

By  the  Rev.  HENRY  HOPWOOD,  M.A.  This  work  will  be  found 
to  contain  in  a  small  compass,  all  the  more  interesting  and  im- 
portant  facts  of  Geography,  in  connexion  with  sound  religions 
princij^es.    Price  is.  stiff  cloth  cover. 

HOPWOOD.— AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  STUDY 
OF  MODERN  GEOGRAPHY.  Carefully  compUed }  including  the 
Latest  Discoveries,  and  a  Chapter  on  Ecclesiastical  Geography. 
By  the  Rev.  HENRY  HOPWOOD,  M.A.  With  a  Map  coloured 
to  show  the  Christian,  Heathen,  and  Mahometan  Countries, 
English  Possessions,  fte.    Price  2s.  6d. 

HOLINESS  IN  THE  PRIEST'S  HOUSEHOLD  ES- 
SENTIAL  TO  THE  HOUNESS  OF  THE  PARISH.  A  Plain 
Address  to  my  Household.  By  a  Clbrothan.  ismo.  Price 
6d.,  or  8d.  by  post. 
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HORN  BOOK  (THE)  Lsssoms  for  Lmxs  CRUDiurf 
oo  Cards,  in  a  case.  By  a  Lady.  First  Series,  Ss.  Stoosd 
Seriea^Ss. 

HYMNS  FOR  LITTLE  CHILDREN. 

By  the  Author  of  "  The  Lord  of  the  Forest,**  "  Verses  for  Holy 
Seasons,"  &e.     Price  Is.  cloth,  gilt  edgres,  is.  6d. 
This  little  Tolnine  has  the  Clerical  Imprimatur  of  the  Rer.  Jaiv 

Kbblb.  M.A.,  Author  of  the  "Christian  Year." 

HYMNS  ON   SCRIPTURE   CHARACTERS  for  tiic  mc 

of  the  Young.    l8mo.  cloth,  price  is. 
INOLE.— QUEENS    LETTERS    AND     STATE    SER- 
VICES :  THE  ONE  TO  BE  OBEYED  AND   THE  OTHER  RK- 
SISTED.     By  John  Inolb,  B.A.,  Trinity  College,  Cambridgt^ 
Assistant  Curate  of  8.  Olave,  Exeter.    In  Demy  8vo.  price  OA. 

IBON&— ON  THE  WHOLE  DOCTRINE   OF  FINAL 

CAUSES.  A  Disseitation  in  Three  Parts,  "with  an  Introdoctisy 
Chapter  on  the  Character  of  Modem  Deism.  By  WILLIAM  /. 
IRONS,  B.D.,  Incumbent  of  Holy  Trinity  Church,  BrumpUst, 
Middlesex.    Demy  8vo.,  price  7».  M. 

IRONS.— ON  THE  HOLY  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 
Parochial  Lscturbs.    By  the  Rev.  W.  J.  IRONS,  B.D.    Deny 

8vo.,  price  48.  M. 

IRONS.- ON  THE  APOSTOLICAL  SUCCESSION. 

Parochial  Lbcturks.  Second  Series.  By  the  Rev.  W.  J.  IROITB^ 
B.D,    Price  4s.6d. 
IRONS.— ECCLESIASTICAL  JURISDICTION. 

Being  Four  Lscturbs  on  the  Synod— The  Diocese— Hie  TmUk 
—The  Priest.  With  a  Preliminary  Essay  on  the  Teaching-  and 
Priestly  Offices,  and  Appendices  on  the  Doctrine  of  UMirr  and 
the  Royal  S  vr  rbbcact.  By  the  Rey.  W.  J.  IRONS^  B  J>.  In  Demy 
Svo.,  price  7s.  6d. 
*«*  The  abore  Three  Series  may  be  had  in  one  rolume,  price  lis. 

IRONS.— SHOULD  THE  STATE  OBLIGE  US  TO 
EDUCATE  ?  A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell. 
By  the  Rev.  W.  J.  IRONS,  B.D.    Demy  8vo.,  price  0d. 

IRONS.— A  MANUAL  FOR  UNBAPTIZED  CHIL- 
DREN, PREPARATORY  TO  BAPTISM.  By  Rev.  W.  J.  IRONS, 
B.D.    Price  2d.  or  Us.  per  100. 

IRONS.— A  MANUAL  FOR  UNBAPTIZED  ADULTS, 
PREPARATORY  TO  THEJR  BAPTISM.  By  Rev.  W.  J.  IRONS, 
B.D.    Price  2d.,  or  Us.  per  100. 

IRONS.— A  MANUAL  FOR  CHRISTIANS  UNCON- 
FIRMED PREPARATORY  TO  CONFIRMATION  AND  COM- 
MUNION.  By  the  Rev.  W.  J.  IRONS,  B.D.  Fifth  E^tion.  Price 
2d.,  or  14S.  per  100. 

IRONS.— AN  EPITOME  OF  THE  HAMPTON  LEC- 
TURES OF  THE  REV.  DR.  HAMPDEN.  By  W.  J.  Uoics^BJK 
Price  is.,  or  is.  4d.  by  post. 


J.   MA8TAR8,  ALOE&86ATB  8T11EBT.  IS 

aOKa— FIFTY-TWO  PROPOSITIONS.— A  LETTER 
TO  THE  REV.  DR.  HAMPDEN,  Bubmitting  to  bim  certain 
AssertionB,  Anumptions,  and  Imidications  in  bis  Bampton  Lec- 
tures )  reduced  to  the  form  of  Propositions.  By  W.  J.  I  a  ons.  B.D.» 
Incombent  of  Brompton,  Middlesex.    Price  6d.,  or  8d.  by  post. 

ISLAND  CHOIR  (THE);  OR,  THE  CHILDREN  OF 
THE  CHILD  JESUS.  18mo.,  Price  6d. 
NoTics.— **  This  tale  has  been  written  witbont  any  direct  moral, 
bat  still  with  the  hope  of  ezhibitinjgr  a  ftdnt  image  of  some  features 
worth  coltivating  in  the  character  of  boys.  If  ito  publication  confers 
the  smallest  advantage  on  any  of  the  young,  the  Author  has  so  far 
been  fulfilling  his  peculiar  calling }  but  other  circumstances  of  his  life 
lead  him  to  dedicate  it  specially  to  Choristers,  with  the  prayer  that 
as  it  is  the  Priest's  vocation  to  set  forth  in  bis  own  life  the  example  of 
OoD  in  the  form  of  man,  so  these  younger  Ministers  of  the  Church 
may  shine  like  lights  among  their  equals,  by  conforming  themselves 
to  tbe  pattern  of  the  ChUd  Jssus." 

JENKINS.  —  SYNCHRONISTICAL   OR   COTEMPO- 

RARY  ANNALS  OF  THE  KINGS  AND  PROPHETS  OF  ISRAEL 

AND  JUDAH,  and  of  the  Kings  of  Syria,  Assyria,  Babylon,  and 

Egypt,  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures.    By  W.  J.  JENKINS,  M.A., 

Fellow  of  Baliol  College,  Oxford,  Assistant  Curate  of  S.  George's, 

Ramsgate.    Demy  4to.,  price  5s. 

'*  A  Tabular  View  of  the  Kings  of  Israel  and  Judah,  and  the  neigh- 

bouring  Sovereigns,  according  as  they  were  contemporary  witb  each 

other.    The  Ptophets  are  also  included  in  the  Flan.    The  book  seems 

to  have  been  got  up  with  care,  and  wiU,  we  doubt  not,  be  found  very 

useful  in  Schools."^CAn«^»ai»  Remembrancer. 

JOHNS,  B.  O.— THE  COLLECTS  AND  CATECHISING 

FOR  EVERY  SUNDAY  AND  FESTIVAL  THROUGHOUT  THE 
YEAR.  By  the  Rev.  B.  G.  JOHNS,  Normal  Master  of  S.  Mark's 
College,  Chelsea.    l8mo.  ss. 

JOHNS,  B.  O.— EASY  DICTATION  LESSONS. 

In  Prose  and  Verse,  Original  and  Selected.  By  the  Rev.  B.  O. 
JOHNS.    Price  is.  doth,  or  is.  6d.  by  post. 

JOHNS,  O.  A.— EXAMINATION     QUESTIONS    ON 

THE  HISTORICAL  PARTS  OF  THE  PENTATEUCH.  P6r  the 
Use  of  Families,  National  Schools,  and  the  Lower  Forms  in  Gram, 
mar  Schools.  By  the  Rev.  C.  A.  JOHNS,  B.A.,  F.L.S.,  Head 
Master  of  the  Grammar  School,  Helston,  Cornwall.  Demy  1  Bmo^, 
price  Is.,  strongly  bound  in  cloth. 

JOLLT,  Bp.— THE  CHRISTIAN  SACRIFICE  IN  THE 
EUCHARIST }  considered  as  it  is  the  doctrine  of  Holy  Scripture, 
embraced  by  the  Universal  Church  of  the  first  and  purest  timcs^ 
by  the  Church  of  England,  and  by  the  Episcopal  Church  in  SooUand. 
Bytlie  Bight  Rev.  ALEXANDER  JOLLY,  D.D.,  late  Bishop  of 
Moray,    lamo.,  doth.  Second  Edition,  price  Ss.  6d. 
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^OULE.— A  GUIDE  TO  THE  CELEBRATION  OF  MA- 

TINS  AND  EVEN-SONG,  accordixi«r  to  the  Use  of  fhe  VvStai 
Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  containing-  The  Order  of  Dmli 
Service,  The  lAtanp,  and  the  Order  for  the  Admini»irati9m  tf 
the  Holy  Communion,  with  Plain-Tukk.  B7  BENJAMIN  JOULS, 
Jvs.,  Honorary  Chapel-Master  of  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Man- 
chester, &c.    In  royal  8vo.,  price  28.,  in  a  stiff  cover. 

KILVERT.— HOME  DISCIPLINE  ;  or,  Thoughts  oh 
THS  Origin  and  Exkrciss  op  Domestic  AvTHORmr.  ^nftia 
Appendix.  By  ADELAIDE  S.  KILVERT.  New  Editioii.  ISmx 
doth.    3s.  6d. 

LAW  OF  THE  ANGLICAN  CHURCH  THE  LAW  OF 
THE  LAND.    Foolscap  8to.,  price  2d. 
This  Tract  forms  a  suitable  companion  to  "  Tlie  Distinctive  Teneteof 
the  Church  of  England.    By  the  Rxv.  W.  Grbslkt,  M.A." 

LAWSON.— PLAIN  AND  PRACTICAL  SERMONS. 
By  O.  H.  Gray  Lawson,  M.A.,  Perpetual  Curate  of  Dilton  Mank 
8yo.  cloth,  price  lOs.  6d. 

LETTER  ON  THE  SCOTTISH  COMMUNION  OF- 
FICE.  (Reprinted  from  The  EnglUh  Churchman,  and  reriacd  by 
theaathor.)  With  Authorities  for  the  Statements  in  the  L«tter,aDd 
showing  the  Principle  on  which  those  Statements  are  founded. 
By  a  Prisst  ov  ths  Church  in  Scotijlnd.  Price  4d.,  or  6d. 
by  Post. 

LETTER  UPON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  CONFIRMA- 
TION,  addressed  to  the  "  LltUe  Ones*'  of  his  Flock.  By  an 
English  Priest.    Price  6d. ;  or  5s.  per  dozen. 

LIST  OF  THE  DAYS  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD 
1848,  on  which  it  is  not  seemly  for  Members  of  the  Church  to  give 
or  accept  hivitations  to  Convivial  Parties,  the  Church  having 
ordered  them  to  **  Fast"  or  "  Abstain."  On  a  Sheets  Demy  4to., 
Rubricated.    Price  6d. 

LITURGY  FOR  A  VILLAGE  SCHOOL,  compiled  for 
the  use  of  SnsNSTONK  National  School,  Diocese  of  LJchflekl. 
In  stiff  cloth  cover,  price  6d.,  or  1 0d.  by  post. 

LONDON  PAROCHIAL  TRACTS. 

Conversion,  in  Two  Parts.    Price  2d.,  14s.  per  hundred. 
Be  One  Again.    An  Earnest  Entreaty  from  a  Clergyman  to  Us 
People  to  Unite  in  Public  Worship.    Price  Id.,  7s.  per  hundred. 
The  Church  a  Family ;  or,  a  Letter  frt>m  a  Clergyman  to  the  Pa- 
rishioners upon  their  Blesshigs  and  Duties  as  Members  of  the 
Household  of  God.    Price  Ud.,  or  lOs.  6d.  per  hundred. 
Advice  to  Christian  Parents.    Price  Id.,  or  /••  per  hundred. 

LORAINIL— LAYS  OF  ISRAEL;  or,  Tales  of  the  Temple 
and  the  Cross.  Bv  AMELIA  M.  LORAINE.  In  Fcap.  Svo.,  neatly 
bound  in  cloth,  price  3s.  6d.,  morocco,  5s. 

LORD  OF  THE  FOREST  AND  HIS  VASSALS. 

By  the  author  of  "  Verses  for  Holy  Seasons."  Witha  n  ornamental 
border  round  each  page,  and  beautiM  Frontispiece.  Small  ito., 
cloth,  elegantly  bound,  price  4s.  6d. 


I,  MASTERS,  ALDSRSOATE  STBXST.  15 

MANGER  OF  THE  HOLY  NIGHT,  with  the  Tales  or 

THB  PaiNCS  SCHBBIMUND  AND  THS  PftlNCBSS  SCHWBIOBTILLA. 

From  the  German  of  Gdido  Gorrxs.    By  C.  E.  H.,  Morwenstow. 
Sixteen  niustrations.    l8mo.  cloth.    Price  2s. 
MANUAL  FOR  COMMUNICANTS. 

Being:  an  Assistant  to  a  Devout  and  Worthy  Reception  of  THE 
LORD'S  SUPPER.  Compiled  from  CathoUc  Soorces.  By  a  Parish 
Priest.  Price  2d.  (3d.  by  post)  or  ss.  6d.  for  25,  gilt  edges,  suitable 
for  insertion  in  the  small  Prayer  Books.  Also,  an  enlarged  edition, 
beautifully  rubricated  and  bound,  price  is.  6d.,  or  paper  cover,  9d. 

MILL—FIVE    SERMONS    ON  -THE    NATURE  OF 

^CHRISTIANITY.  Preached  in  Advent  and  Christmas  Tide,  1846, 
before  the  University  of  Cambridge.  By  W.  H.  MILL,  D.D.,  late 
Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  and  Christian  Advocate;  Chaplain  to 
the  Most  Reverend  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  8vo., 
doth.    Price  78. 

MILL.— A  LETTER  TO  A  CLERGYMAN  IN  LONDON 

on  the  Theological  Character  of  Dr.  Hampden's  Bampton  Lectures, 
and  the  Extent  and  Value  of  Subsequent  qualifications  to  their 
meaning.  By  W.  H.  Mill,  D.D.,  Rector  of  Brasted,  Kent.  Do- 
mestic Chaplain  to  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  8vo., 
sewed,  price  is.,  or  is.  4d.  by  post. 

1MILZ.ARD.— HISTORICAL  NOTICES  OF  THE  OF- 
FICE  OF  CHORISTERS.  By  the  Rbv.  Jambs  Elwin  Millard, 
B.A.,  Head  Master  of  Magdalene  College  School,Oxford.  Price  2s.0d. 

MILLER.— TITHES  OR  HEATHENISM.  Reasons  for 
not  accepting  the  Tithe  Commissioners*  Award,  most  Dutifully 
and  Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Queen  of  England,  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  People,  in  a  Second  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
George  Grey,  M.P.,  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department.    By  Charlbs  Millbr,  M.A.,  Yic«c  of  Harlow.    6d. 

MONRO.— THE  DARK  RIVER. 

An  Allegory.  By  the  Rev.  EDWARD  MONRO,  Perpetual  Curate 
of  Harrow  Weald.    l2mo.  cloth,  28. 0d. 

MOKBO.— THE  VAST  ARMY. 

An  Allegory.    By  the  Rev.  E.  MONRO.    ISmo.  doth,  as.  6d. 
MONRO.— THE  COMBATANTS. 

An  Allegory.    By  the  Rev.  E.  MONRO.    12mo.  doth,  as.  fid. 
MONRO.- STORIES  OF  COTTAGERS. 

By  the  Rev.  B.  MONRO.    l8mo.  doth,  2s.  fid.  i  or  the  Stories 

separate  in  a  packet,  2s. 
MONRO.- DERMOT,  THE  UNBAPTIZED. 

By  the  Rev.  E.MONRO.    3d.  > 

MONRO.- WANDERING  WILLIE,  THE  SPONSOR. 

By  the  Rev.  E.  MONRO.    2d. 
MONRO.— OLD  ROBERT  GRAY. 

By  the  Rev.  E.  MONRO.    3d. 
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XONBO.— PRAYERS,    RULES,  &c.  drawn  up  «>r  titf 
Obserrance  of  the  Canonical  Hoars,  as  well  as  for  Prtvate  Use  in 
the  College  of  S.  Andrew,  Harrow  Weald.    By  ttie  Ber.  Bdwabd 
MoNBO.    On  Paper  3d.,  Cards  4d.,  for  Suspension. 
MONTAGUE'S,  Bp.  ARTICLES   OF  INQUIRY  PUT 
FORTH  AT  HIS  PRIMARY  VISITATION,  1638,  with  a  Memoir. 
Foolscap  Svo.f  124  pp..  Is.  0d. 
To  the  Friends  of  the  Scottish  Chnrch  and  Cbarchmen  in  senenL 
Third  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged. 

MONTGOMEBT.— THE  SCOTTISH    CHURCH  AND 

THE  ENGLISH  SCHISMATICS:  being  Lkttkrs   on  thk  Rs* 

CBNT  ScBiSM  IN  SCOTLAND.    With  8  Dedicatory  Epistle  to  tli* 

Right  Reverend  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow ;  and  a  Documentary  Ap< 

pendix.    By  the  Rev.  ROBERT  MONTGOMERY,  M.A.,  Ozoo., 

Author  of  "  The  Gospel  in  Advance  of  the  Age,»*  **  Luther,"  &c  3s. 

NoTiCB.— The  attention  of  Churchmen  is  req>ectfiilly  requested  to 

this  publication,  which  all  the  Scottish  Prelates,  as  w^  as  many  of  the 

Eng^h  and  American  ones,  have  pronounced  to  be  the  most  adeq;nat» 

exponent  of  the  subject  there  discussed. 

"  We  feel  bound  to  state  that  the  part  which  Mb.  MonrroointBT 
has  taken  in  this  matter  reflects  the  highest  lustre  both  on  his  cha- 
racter as  a  Clergyman  and  gentleman.  *  *  He  now  stands  with  a 
character  for  a  noble  and  (hsinterested  championship  of  the  truth, 
for  soundness  of  doctrine,  and  honesty  of  purpose,  which  has  met 
with  the  approbation  and  esteem,,  as  well  of  his  former  Diocesan,  as 
of  every  good  Churchman  in  England,  Ireland*  and  Scotland,  where 
his  '  Lbttbrs'  have  been  read,  and  the  facts  of  the  case  become 
Icnown.*' — Theologian  for  May,  pp.  311,  312. 

MORNING  AND  EVENING  EXERCISES  FOR  BE- 
GINNERS. A  Form  of  Daily  Prayer :  with  a  Short  Form  for 
Daily  Examination  of  the  Conscience.  Compiled  by  a  Clergyman. 
Price  2d.,  or  I4s.  per  hundred. 

MOBBZSON.--THE  CREED  AS  EXTERNALLY  SET 

FORTH  AND  ENFORCED  BY  THE   CHURCH    CALENDAR. 

By  the  Rev.  A.  J.  W.  MORRISON,  M.A.,  Curate  of  S.  Illogan, 

Cornwall.    On  a  large  sheet,  for  the  use  of  Schools^  price  4d.,  or 

6d.  by  post. 

NEALE.— A    HISTORY  OP  THE   HOLY  EASTERN 

CHURCH :— A  History  of  the  Patriarchate  of  Alexandria.      lo 

Six  Boolcs.    By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,  M,k„  of  Trinity  CoUcgt^ 

Cambridge,  Warden  of  Sackville  College,  East  Grinsted.    %  Vols. 

Demy  8vo.,  price  24s. 

Book  I.  From  the  Foundation  of  the  Church  of  Alexandria  to  the 

Rise  of  Nestorianism.— Book  II.  From  the  Rise  of  the  Neatoriaa 

Heresy  to  the  Deposition  of  Dioscorus  and  the  Great  Schism.->Book 

III.  From  the  Reposition  of  Dioscorus  to  the  Capture  of  Alexandria 

by  the  Saracens.— Book  IV.  From  the  Capture  of  Alexandria  by  tiie 

Saracens  to  the  Accession  of  Saladin  as  Vizir.— Book  V.  From  tfaa 

Accession  of  Saladin  as  Vizir  to  the  First  Interference  of  the  For- 

tuguese.— Book  VI.  Ftom  the  First  InterfereDce  of  tli0  PortasocM  t»- 

tho  Death  of  Hierotheus. 
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KBALE.— LAYS  AND  LEGENDS  OF  THE  CHURCH 
IN  ENGLAND.  By  tlie  Rey.  J.  M.  NEALE,  M Jk.  12mo.,  dofb, 
a8.6d. 

KBALE.— ON  PRIVATE  DEVOTION  IN  CHURCHES. 

The  Re-introdnction  of  the  System  of  Private  Devotion  in  Churches 
considered  in  a  Letter  to  the  Venerable  the  President  of  the 
Cambridgre  Camden  Society.  By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,  M.A. 
Price  18. 

NEALR—ENGLISH  HISTORY  FOR  CHILDREN. 

From  the  Invasion,  of  the  Romans,  to  the  Accession  of  Qneen 
'Sactoria.  By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,  UJL.  A  New  Edition. 
Revised.    18mo.  doth.    Price  2s.  6d. 

"We  can  coiisdentiously  recommend  this  nice  little  book,  and  we 
trust  that  it  is  the  HbnSt  step  towards  the  banishment  from  nursery  and 
school-room  of  those  odious  compilations  that  at  present  disgrace  the 
name  of '  Histories  for  the  Young,*  and  which  are  fiaught  with  eminent 
danger  to  the  moral  rectitude  of  those  who  read  tbem.**-^EeeleHaatic, 
Feb.  1846. 

KEALE.— TRIUMPHS  OF  THE  CROSS. 

Tales  and  Sketches  of  Christian  Heroism  and  Christian  Endurance. 
By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,  M.A.  S  Vols.  ]8mo.  doth.  Price 
Ss.  each. 

KEALE.— HYMNS  FOR  THE  SICK. 

By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,  M.A.    Large  Type.    Price  lOd.,  or 

IS.  6d.  cloth. 
KEALR—HYMNS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,   M.A.     First  and  Second  Series. 

sd.  each. 
KEALE.— HYMNS  FOR  THE  YOUNG. 

By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,  M.A.    Sd. 
%*  iThese  three  little  works  may  be  had,  neatly  bound  together  in 
doth,  price  is. 

KEALE.-S0N6S  AND  BALLADS  FOR  MANUFAC- 
TURERS.   By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,  M.A.    Price  3d. 

NEALE.— SONGS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 

By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,  M.A.    8d.,  or  Sis.  per  100. 
*»*  These  may  also  be  had,  stitched  together  in  a  neat  Wrapper, 
price  6d.,  or  5s.  per  dozen. 

NEALR—STORIES  FROM  HEATHEN  MYTHOLOGY 

AND  GREEK  HISTORY    FOR    THE    USE    OP    CHRISTIAN 
CHILDREN.     By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,  M.A.    l8mo.  doth. 
Price  2s. 
KEALE. -STORIES  OF  THE  CRUSADES. 

*De  Hellingley  and  the  Crusade  of  S.  Louis.  Comprising  a  Histo- 
rical  View  of  the  Period.  By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NE  ALE,  M.A.  With 
JPtontispiece  by  Sklous,  and  Two  Plans,  ismo.  cloth,  38.  Od.  $ 
half  bound  in  morocco,  5s. 
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KEAIE.— DUCHENIER,  or  the  Revolt  of  La  Te&d^ 
By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,  M  JL  ismo.  doth,  uniform  wiOi  the 
above,  inrice  48.  0d. }  half  bound  in  morocco,  6s. 

NEAUL— HIER0L06US  ;  or,  thb  Church  Tourists. 
B7  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALE,  M.A.  iSmo.  doth.  Price  6s.  Cheap 
Edition,  in  2  parts,  price  is.  8d.  eadu 

OF  THE  DUE  AND  LOWLY  REVERENCE  TO  BE 

DONE  BY  ALL  AT  THE  MENTION  OP  THE  HOLY  NAME  OF 
JESUS,  in  time  of  Divine  Service.    Price  id.,  or  6s.  6d.  per  100. 

ORDER  FOR  COMPLINE,  or,  Prayers  before  Bed- 
Time.    In  post  8vo.,  price  4d.,  in  a  stiff  cover,  or  6d.  by  post. 

ORGANS,  a  Short  Account  of.  Erected  in  England  since 
the  Restoration,  (niastrated  by  nomerona  Wood-cuts,  con- 
sistlngr  of  drawings  of  ezistingr  examples  and  designs  for  Organ 
Cases,  by  A.  W.  Puoin,  Esq.)  By  a  Member  of  the  Uniyeraity 
of  Cambridge.    Fcp.  8vo.,  price  6s.  doth. 

OSMOND.— CHRISTIAN  MEMORIALS. 

Being  a  Series  of  Designs  for  Headstones,  &c..  designed  and 
drawn  on  stone  by  William  Osmond,  Jun.,  Salisbury.  In 
Parts.  4to.  Price  2s.  6d.  each.  To  be  completed  in  about  six 
Parts. 

PAGET.— THE  LIVING  AND  THE  DEAD. 

Practical  Sermons  on  the  Burial  Service.  By  the  Rev.  F.  E. 
PAGET,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Elford.    l2mo.  doth,  6s.  6d. 

PAGET.— SERMONS  ON  DUTIES  OF  DAILY  LIFE. 
By  the  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A.  Second  Edition.  l2mo.  Price 
6s.  6d. 

PAGET.— SERMONS  ON  THE  SAINTS'  DAYS  AND 
FESTIVALS  OF  THE  CHURCH.  By  the  Rev.  F.  B.  Paobt, 
Rector  of  Elford.    l2mo.  cloth,  price  7s. 

PAGET.— THE  CHRISTIAN'S  DAY. 

By  the  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A.  Nbw  Edition.  In  «9«MreS4Me. 
vrith  bordered  pages,  and  Frontispiece  from  Ooerbeck,  Price  88.  6d. 
doth.    6s.  morocco.    Antique  morocco,  Sis. 

PAGET.— SURSUM  CORDA:  AIDS  TO  PRIVATE 
DEVOTION.  Being  a  Body  of  Prayers  collected  from  the  Writings 
of  English  Churchmen.  Ccnnpiled  and  arranged  by  FRANCIS 
E.  PAGET,  M.A.  In  Two  Parts,  square  24ino.,  Bordered  Pages, 
and  BeautiM  Frontispiece,  price  5s.,  or  in  Plain  Morocco  7s.  od.  s 
for  presents,  Morocco  Extra  lOs.  6d.,  or  Antique  Morocco  S2s.  6d« 
V*  This  <t  the  work  announced  in  the  "  Chri»tian*»  Day,"  under  the 

Htle,  "  A  Manual  of  Devotiont,"  a§  a  Con^tanion  to  that  work,       • 

PAGET.^MILFORD  MALVOISIN ;  or,  PEWS  AND 
PEWHOLDERS.  By  tiie  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET,  MJL  Snd  Edition, 
ismo.   Price  as. 
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PAGET.— S.  ANTHOLIN»S;  or,  OLD  CHURCHES 
AND  NEW.  Bj  the  Rey.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A.  4th  Edition, 
limo.    28. 6d. 

PAGET.— THE  PAGEANT;  or,  PLEASURE  AND  ITS 
PRICE.  By  the  Rer.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A.  2nd  Edition.  12mo. 
Price  48. 6d. 

PAGET.— THE  WARDEN  OF  BERKINGHOLT. 

By  the  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A.    2nd  Edition.    l2mo.  5b.    Cheap 

Edition,  in  2  parts,  is.  4d.  each. 
PAGET.-*LUKE    SHARP;    or   Knowledge  without 

Rblioion.    A  Tale  of  Modem  Education.    By  the  Hev.  F.  E. 

PAGET,  M. A.    ISmo.   Price  28.  0d. 
PAGET.— A     TRACT     UPON     TOMBSTONES;     or, 

Suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  Persons  intending  to  set  up 

that  kind  of  Monument  to  the  Memory  of  Deceased  Friends. 

By  the  Rey.  F.  £.  PAGET,  M.A.     Demy  Svo.,  with  numerous 

Illustrations,  Second  Edition,  price  is.,  or  is.  2d.  by  post. 

PAGET.— MEMORANDA  PAROCHIALIA;  or,  The 
Parish  Pribst*s  Gdidb.  By  the  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A. 
Third  Edition,  printed  on  writing  paper,  bound  in  leather,  with 
tuck  and  pockets,  price  3s.  6d.    Double  size,  5s. 

PAGET.— TALES  OF  THE  VILLAGE  CHILDREN. 
By  the  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A.    First  Series.    l8mo.  doth. 
Price  28.  6d. 

PAGET.— TALES  OF  THE  VILLAGE  CHILDREN. 

By  the  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A.    Second  Series.    iSmo.  doih. 
Price  28.  6d. 

PAGET.— THE  HOPE  OF  THE  KATZEKOPFS. 

A  Fairy  Tale.    By  the  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A.    Illustrated  by 

Scott.    l8mo.  cloth,  28. 6d.    Second  Edition.    With  a  Preface  by 

the  Author. 
PAGET.— PRAYERS  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  CHURCH 

AND  HER  CHILDREN  in  time  of  TROUBLE.     By  the  Rey. 

F.  B.  PAGET,  M.A.     is. 

PAGET.— THE  IDOLATRY  OF  COVETOUSNESS. 

By  the  Rey.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A.    is. 
PAGET.— A  FEW  PRAYERS,  AND   A  FEW  WORDS 

ABOUT  PRAYER.    By  the  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET,  MJl.    Sd.     A 

Packet  of  18,28. 
PAGET.— HOW  TO  BE  USEFUL  AND  HAPPY. 

By  the  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A.    2d.    A  Packet  of  13,  2s. 

PAGET.— HOW  TO  SPEND   SUNDAY  WELL  AND 

HAPPILY.    By  the  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET,  M.A.    On  a  card.  Id. 
PALEY.— THE   ECCLESIOLOGIST»S   GUIDE    to  the 

Churches  within  a  Circuit  of  Seven  Miles  round  Cambridge. 
With  Introductory  Remarks.    By  F.  A.  PALEY,  MJk.    Price  2t. 
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PARISH  TRACTS. 

Holt    Communion    ako    CowFiaMATiOM:— 1.  The 
Offlce,  with  Explanations.    S.  The  Conflnnatioii  Office,  with  Ex- 
planations.   8.  Harry  and  Archie,  or  First  and  Last  Commanion. 

Holt  Baptism  :— l.  The  Baptismal  Office,  with  Explanations.  S. 
Wandering:  Willie,  or  the  Sponsor.  3.  Old  Robert  Gray.  4.  Der* 
mot,  the  Unbaptized,  an  Ahegory,  showins:  the  Nature  of  Holy 
Baptism.  6.  The  History,  Doctrine,  and  Types  of  Holy  Baptism, 
shown  from  passages  of  Holy  Scripture,  with  Catholic  inteipreCa- 


PEABSALL.— HYMNS  OF  THE  CHURCH, 

Pointed  as  they  are  to  be  Chanted  { together  with  the  Vxrsiclxs, 
LiTANT,  Athanasian  Crkkd,  RxsroNSBS  aftcF  the  Commano- 
MBNTS,  &c.  Set  to  Music  by  T.  Tallis.  Revised  and  arranged 
by  Mr.  Pears  all,  of  Lichfield  Cathedral.  Small  8to.,  doth. 
Price  2s.,  with  a  reduction  to  clergymen  introducing  It  hito 
thehr  churches. 

PEOPLE'S  LIBRARY  OF  THE  FATHERS. 

A  series  of  Select  Treatises  from  the  Patristic  Writings.  Translated 
by  Priests  of  the  English  Church.  In  Parts  6d.  each. 
"ThePBOPLB's  LiflRART  OF  THB  Fatbbrs  has  our hearty  approTBl. 
A  judicious  selection  frt)m  the  writings  of  the  Fathers  must  be  emi- 
nently  serviceable.  And  we  sincerely  hope  that  this  cheap  and  well- 
arranged  edition  may  secure  for  them  such  a  circulation  as  their  own 
merits  deserve,  and  the  circumstances  of  our  Church  require.*'— 
Eeclenastie,  October. 

PEEEIRA.— TENTATIVA   THEOLOGICA. 

PoR  P.  Antonio  Pbrbira  db  FiouBRsno.  Translated  tmm  the 
Original  Portuguese,  by  the  Rev.  EDWARD  H.  LANDON,  MJL, 
late  of  C.C.C.,  Camb.  This  celebrated  work,  written  about  the 
year  1760,  by  the  most  learned  divhie  whom  the  Portuguese  Church 
has  produced,  is  a  general  defence  of  Episcopal  ^ghts  against 
Ultra-Montane  usurpations.  It  has  been  translated  into  almost 
every  European  language,  except  English,  though  publicly  burnt 
in  Rome.    In  demy  8vo.,  cloth,  price  9s. 

**  We  think  the  translation  of  this  work  is  good  service  dcme  to  the 
Church  of  England  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Nxalb  has  prefixed  a 
nseful  and  interesting  Introduction  to  this  work,  sketching  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Pbrbira's  life,  and  those  which  led  to  this  publicatton, 
which  he  says  excited  the  greatest  interest  in  Europe,  and  was  pub- 
licly  burnt  in  Rome.*'— CAm^*an  Remewtbraneer,  April,  1847. 

PLAIN  QUESTIONS  FOR  CHRISTIANS. 

Rubricated,  with  suitable  Emblems.  On  a  sheet  for  hanging  npw 
Price  2d.,  or  14s.  per  hundred. 

POOLR—TWELVE  PRACTICAL  SERMONS  on  the 
HOLY  COMMUNION.  By  the  Rev.  G.  A.  POOLS,  MJL,  Rector 
ofWdford.    ismo.,48.0d. 
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POOLR— A  HISTORY  OP  ENGLAND, 

Arom  fhe  First  Inyasion  by  the  Romans  to  the  Accession  of  Qneen 
Victoila.  By  the  Rev.  G.  A.  POOLE»  M.A.  a  vols,  doth,  9s* 
"The  author  is  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  single  History  of 
England,  adapted  in  size  and  pretensions  to  the  use  of  the  upper 
classes  in  schools,  in  which  any  approach  is  made  to  soun4  ecclesi. 
astical  principles,  or  in  which  due  reTcrence  is  shown  to  the  Church 
of  England,  either  before  or  after  the  Reformation,  as  a  true  and 
living  member  of  the  Body  of  Christ.  He  hopes  that  the  present 
volumes  will  supply  this  deficiency,  and  fiumish  for  the  use  of  the 
learner  an  abstract  of  events .  necessarily  short  and  imperfect,  but 
sound  and.true  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  of  such  a  character  as  not  to 
array  all  hi?  early  impressions  agahist  the  truth  of  history,  important, 
if  ever,  when  it  touches  the  evidences  of  Christ's  Presence  with  His 
Church,  in  the  land  of  all  our  immediate  natural,  civil,  ecclesiastical, 
and  spiritual  relations."— Pre/ace. 

POPULAR  TALES  from  the  German,  including  Spindkr's 
S.  Stlvb.stbr*8  Nioht;  HaufTs  Cold  Hbart,  &c.  With  cuts 
from  fVanklin.    Cloth,  is.  6d. 

POPULAR  TRACTS,  Illustrating  the  Prayer  Book  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

Already  published : 

No.  I.  THE  BAPTISMAL  SERVICES.  Second 
Edition.    Price  id. 

No.  IL  THE  DRESS  OF  THE  CLERGY,  with  an 
ninstration.   Price  2d. 

No.  IIL  THE  BURIAL  SERVICE.  With  an  Appendix 
on  Modem  Burials,  Monuments,  and  Epitaphs,  containing  Seven 
Designs  for  Headstones,  and  an  Alphabet  for  Inscriptions.    Price  6d. 

No.  IV.  THE  ORDINATION  SERVICES.    Price  4d. 

These  Tracts  are  designed,  as  their  name  implies,  for  Tbk  Pboplx, 
for  Clergy  and  Laity,  for  rich  and  poor.  They  may  serve  to  remind 
the  learned,  as  well  as  to  instruct  the  ignorant.  They  are  written  in 
a  spirit  of  the  utmost  attachment  and  obedience  to  the  Holy  English 
Church,  and  to  that  Catholick  Church  of  which  She  is  a  Pure  and 
Apostolick  Branch.  Their  writers  are  independent  of  any  party,  and 
regardless  of  any  sectarian  comments. 

"  This  promises  to  be  a  convenient  and  useful  series,  if  we  may 
judge  by  the  first  nxaOihexJ'*— English  Churchman. 
The  following  are  in  preparation : 

No.  V.  THE  MARRIAGE  SERVICE. 

No.  VI.  THE  ARRANGEMENT  AND  DECORATION 

OF  CHURCHES. 

Communications  for  the  Editor  to  be  addressed  to  the  care  of  Mb. 
Mastxbs,  Aldersgate  Street,  London. 

POYNINGS. 

A  Tale  of  the  Revolution.    Price  as.  M. 
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PRACTICAL  CHRISTIAN'S  LIBRARY.  ».  <L 

1.  LearatoDie.— [Satton.] 10 

5.  Practice  of  Divine  Love.— [Ken.] 09 

8.  Private  Devotions.— [Splnckea.] in 

4,  Parable  of  the  FUgrim.— [Patrick.] 10 

6.  The  Imitation  of  Christ.— [A  Kempis.] 10 

0.  Manual  of  Prayer  for  the  Yoang.— [Ken.]     ...      0    0 

7.  Guide  to  the  Holy  Commonion. — [Nelson.]    ...    0    8 

8.  Gnide  to  the  Penitent.— [KettleweU.] 09 

9.  The  Golden  Grove. — [Taylor.] 09 

10.  Daily  Exercises.— [Horneck.] 09 

1 1 .  Life  of  Ambrose  Bonwicke 10 

12.  Plain  Sermons. — [Andrewes.]       so 

13.  Life  of  Bishop  Boll.— [Kelson.] 1     0 

14.  Death,  Judgment,  Heaven,  and  HeIL—[Bp.  Taylor.]    0    9 

16.  Companion  to  the  Prayer  Book 10 

10.  Christian  Contentment. — [Sanderson.] 09 

17.  Steps  to  the  Altar 10 

18.  Selections  from  Hooker.— [Keble.] 10 

19.  Advice  to  a  Friend.— [Patrick.] 1     0 

30.  Repentance  and  Fasting.— [Patrick.] 10 

SI.  On  Prayer.— [Patrick.] SO 

33.  Practical  Christian,  Part  I.— [Sherlock.]    ....so 

S3. ,  Part  II.— [Sherlock.]      ...so 

84.  Meditations  on  the  Eucharist.— [Sutton.]  ....so 

86.  Learn  to  Live. — [Sutton.] 16 

86.  The  Art  of  Contentment,  by  author  of  *'  Whole  Duty 

of  Man" 10 

27.  Meditations  for  a  Fortnight.— [Gerhard.]  .    .    •    •     0    0 

88.  The  Heart's  Ease.— [Patrick.] 16 

89.  Doctrine  and  Discipline  of  the  Church  of  England.— 

[HeyUn.] 0    8 

80.  Manual  for  Confirmation  and  first  Communion  ..08 

81.  Hymns  for  Public  and  Private  Use so 

83.  The  Young  Churchman's  Manual 1    0 

83.  The  Seven  Penitential  Psalms  ........      10 

84.  Cosin's  Devotions 10 

86.  Bishop  Taylor's  Holy  Living 8    0 

30.  Bishop  Taylor's  Holy  Dying SO 

87.  The  Confessions  of  St.  Augustine so 

PRAYERS  AND  SELF-EXAMINATION  FOR  LITTLE 
CHILDREN.    Price  8d. 

PRIVATE  DEVOTION, 

A  Short  Form  for  the  Use  of  Children.    On  a  sheet  for  anspenskm 
in  bed-rooms,  price  id.,  or  Os.  6d.  per  100.    Also  in  a  Book,  icL 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND  SINCE 
THE  REFORMATION  (The).  Reprinted  with  corrections  from 
the  **  Ecclesiastic."    Small  8vo.,  in  a  neat  wrapper  Od.,  or  doth  9d. 

QUESTIONS  FOR  SELF-EXAMINATION  for  the  Uto 
of  the  Qergy  in  what  Coacema  thdr  Sacred  Office.  Price  6d» 
Rubricated. 
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BAWLIKS.— THE  FAMINE  IN  IRELAND. 

A  Poem.     Br  C.  A.  Rawlins.     Handsomely  printed  on  large 
post  8vo.,  with  gilt  edges,  and  in  fancy  wrapper,  price  is. 

REASONS  (A  FEW  plain)  FOR  REMAINING  IN  THE 
ENGLISH  CHURCH,  in  a  Letter  to  a  Friend.    Price  4d. 

RECOLLECTIONS  OF  A  SOLDIER'S  WIDOW. 

By  the  author  of  "  Sun  setting }  or,  Old  Age  in  its  Glory."    l8mo. 
Price  is. 

EUSSELIn—THE  judgment  OF  THE  ANGLICAN 
CHURCH  (Posterior  to  the  Reformation)  on  the  Sufflciency  of 
Holy  Scriptare.  and  the  Authority  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church  in 
matters  of  Faith ;  as  contained  in  her  authorized  Formiilaries,  and 
Illustrated  by  the  Writings  of  her  elder  Masters  and  Doctors. 
With  an  Introduction,  Notes,  and  Appendix.  By  the  Rey.  J.  F. 
RUSSELL,  B.C.L.    8vo.,  doth,  10s.  6d. 

EUSSELL.— LAYS  CONCERNING  THE  EARLY 
CHURCH.  By  the  Rer.  J.  F.  RUSSELL,  B.C.L.  Fcap.  Svp., 
price  28.  6d.  cloth. 

ETTSSELIn— ANGLICAN  ORDINATIONS  VALID. 
A  Refutation  of  certain  Statements  in  the  Second  and  Third 
Chapters  of  "  The  Validity  of  Anglican  Ordinations  Examined. 
By  the  Very  Reverend  Peter  Richard  Kenrick,  V.O."     By  the 
Rer.  J.  F.  RUSSELL,  B.C.L.    Price  is.,  or  is.  4d.  post  firee. 

EnSSELL.--OBEDIENCE  TO  THE  CHURCH  IN 
THINGS  RITUAL.  A  Sermon,  preached  in  St.  James's  Church, 
Enfield  Highway.  By  the  Rev.  J.  F.  RUSSELL,  B.C.L.  8vo., 
price  IS.,  lamo.,  price  6d. 

SCOTTISH  MAGAZINE  AND  CHURCHMAN'S  RE- 
VIEW.  In  Monthly  Parts,  price  6d.  Commenced  in  January, 
1848. 

SELECTION  FROM  THE  OLD  AND  NEW  VERSION 
OF  THE  PSALMS;  to  which  are  added,  A  Few  Hymns,  chiefly 
Ancient,  as  used  at  Clirist  Church,  Albany  Street,  Regent's  Park. 
Demy  l8mo.    Price  is.  fid.  doth. 

SERMONS  FOR  SUNDAYS,  FESTIVALS,  FASTS,  AND 
other  Liturgical  Occasions.     Edited  by  the  Rsr.  Albxandxb 
Watson,  M.A.,  Curate  of  St.  John's,  Cheltenham. 
The  First  Skbiks,  complete  in  One  Volume,  contains  Thirty-six 

Original  Sermons,  and  may  be  had  in  Six  Parts,  price  One  Shilling 

each,  or  bound  in  doth,  price  7s.  6d. 
The  Skcond  Skbiks  contains  Sbbmons  for  xtsrt  Sitndat  anb 

Holt  Day  in  tbr  Church's  Yxar.    It  may  be  had  hi  Eighteen  Parts, 

price  is.  each,  or  in  3  vols,  doth,  price  7s.  6d.  each. 
The  Third  Skriks,  complete  in  One  Volume,  contains  Thhrty-two 

Sermons,  illustrating  some  Occasionax  Officrs  of  thk  Book  of 

Common  Pratkr,  may  be  had  in  Six  Parts,  price  is.  each,  or  bound  in 

doth,  price  78.  6d. 
Ail  Three  Series  are  also  kept,  bound  unifonnly  hi  half-caU;  dotb 

tides,  lOs.  J  whole  calf,  1  is. ;  calf  extra,  l2s.  per  yolnme. 

-  A  list  of  the  Contributors,  Holy  Days,  Subjects,  and  Texts,  may  bo 

hAd,  firee  by  post,  on  application. 
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SERMONS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE.    Price  Id, 
No.  I.  Christ  and  the  Common  People.-^II.  Hie  Lost  Sheep.-^III. 

Hie  Piece  of  SilTer.— IV.  The  Prodigal's  Sin.— V.  The  Prodigal's  Be- 

pcntance.— VI.  The  Prodigal's  Pardon.    * 

The  above  in  a  Wrapper,  price  Sd. 
No.  Vn.  Blessed  are  the  Poor  in  Spirit. 
This  Series  has  been  commenced  with  a  view  of  sapplyiog  (dergy- 

men  with  discourses  which  they  may  place  in  tiie  hands  of  those  of 

their  parishioners  who  do  not  frequent  their  parish  church.    S<dd  in 

packetBof25for  is.  6d. ;  soforss.    By  post  6d.  extra. 

SCUDAMOBE.— STEPS  TO  THE  ALTAR ;  a  Mannal  of 
Devotion  for  the  Blessed  Eucharist.  By  W.  E.  Scudamobb,  M  Jk., 
Rector  of  Ditchington.  Third  Edition,  carefully  revised  and 
enlarged.    Price  is.    Fine  paper  edition  in  morocco,  38.  6d. 

SEVEN  TEMPORAL  WANTS  OF  MAN.   Nearly  ready. 

SMITH,  B.— THE  CHURCH  CATECHISM  ILLUS- 
TRATED BY  PASSAGES  FROM  THE  BOOK  OF  COBfMOl^ 
PRAYER.  By  the  Rev.  ROWLAND  SMITH,  M.A.,  formeriy  of 
S.  John's  Coll.,  Oxford.    In  stiff  cover,  price  4d.,  or  6d.  by  post. 

SMITH,  C— SERMONS  PREACHED  IN  HOLY  WEEK, 
and  at  other  Seasons  of  the  Church,  by  the  Rev.  CHARLES  F. 
SMITH,  Incumbent  of  S.  John's,  Pendlebury,  near  Manchester, 
and  Domestic  Chaplain  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Com- 
bermere.    l2mo.  doth.    Price  6s. 

SMITH,  C— GOD'S  THREATENINGS  FOR  OUR  SINS. 
A  Sermon  preached  on  Sunday,  October  llth,  the  Eighteenth 
Sunday  after  Trinity ;  with  a  Preface,  on  the  present  Spiritual  Con. 
dition  of  the  Manufacturing  Districts.  By  the  Rev.  CHARLES 
FELTON  SMITH,  B.A.,  of  Queen's  College,  Cambridge;  Incnm- 
bent  of  Pendlebury,  near  Manchester,  and  Domestic  Chaplain  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscoant  Combermere.     8vo.    Price  is. 

STBETTON.— A  SERIES  OF  SERMONS  ON  THE 
ACTS  OF  MARY  MAGDALEN.  Preached  in  the  Parish  Church 
of  S.  Paul,  Knightsbridge,  by  the  Rev.  Hknbt  Strxtton,  M.A., 
Oxon.,  Curate  of  Chideocl^  in  Whitchurch-Canoniccurum,  Diocese 
of  Sanim,  late  Senior  Assistant  Curate  of  S.  Paul's,  Knightsfaiidge.- 
Nearlp  Ready. 

SUN-SETTING;  or,  Old  Age  in  its  Globt,  and 
"  Old  Six-o'clock."  By  the  author  of  "  Recollections  of  a 
Soldier's  Widow."    l8mo.    6d. 

SWEDISH  BROTHERS.    Cuts,  18mo.  cloth.    Is.  6d. 

TEALXL— LIVES  OF  EMINENT  ENGLISH  DIVINES. 
Containing  ]Ushop  Andrewes,  Dr.  Hammond,  Bish(q;>  Bull,  Bishop 
Wilson,  and  Jones  of  Nayland.  By  the  Rev.  WILLIAM  HENRY 
TEALE,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Roystone,  Diocese  of  York.  In  rofjal 
]8mo.  with  Steel  Engravings,  price  5s.  doth. 
*•*  This  is  intended  as  a  Companion  to  the  Author's  **  Utss  of 

Eminent  lEnglish  Laymen." 

THEODORE,  HIS  BROTHER  AND  SISTERS;  or»  ft 
Summer  at  Seymour  HalL  Edited  by  the  Rev.  WiLUAMNvnirs^ 
Hector  of  Miningsby,Iinc6hi8hire.   Foolscap  8vo.  doth,  88.  (tt« 
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THEOLOGIAN  AND  ECCLESIASTIC. 

A  Magazine  relating  to  the  Afbirs  of  the  Church,  Edacation,  ftc« 
In  Monthly  Parts,  price  U.  6d. 

The  range  of  subjects  which  this  Magazine  is  intended  to  embrace, 
'Will  appear  from  the  Title  chosen;  and  the  rule  on  which  it  is 
conducted,  is  that  of  setting  forth  the  distinctive  principles  of  the 
Church  boldly  and  uncompromisingly,  with  as  little  reference  as 
possible  to  those  who  may  be  supposed  to  differ. 

Vols.  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV.,  and  V..  including  Parts  I.  to  XXX.  with  Titles 
and  Indexes,  are  now  ready,  price  lOs.  6d.  each,  bound  in  cloth. 

TEUEPITT.— ARCHITECTURAL  SKETCHES  ON 
THE  CONTINENT.  By  GEORGE  TRUEFITT,  Architect.  Sixty 
Engraved  Subjects  in  Demy  4to.,  price  lOs.  6d.,  bound  in  doth. 

TTTTE.— HOLY  TIMES  AND  SCENES. 

By  the  Rer.  JOHN  STANLEY  TUTE,  B.A.,  of  S.  John's  College* 
Cambridge.    In  small  Sro.,  price  3s.,  cloth. 

Also  a  Second  Series,  price  3s. 

TUTE.— THE  CHAMPION  OF  THE  CROSS. 

An  Allegory.    By  the  Rev.  J.  S.  TUTE,  B.A.    l2mo.  price  2s.  0d. 
cloth. 
TWOPENNY  BEWABD  BOOKS. 

The  Two  Sheep.— Little  Stories  for  Little  Children.—"  I  am  so 
Happy.**— The  Brother's  Sacrifice.— The  Dumb  Boy — Margaret 
Hunt.— The  Sprained  Ancle.— Dishonesty.— The  Little  Lace  Girl. 
—The  Ravens.— The  Cat  and  her  Kittens. 

VISITATIO  INFIRMORUM;  or,  Offices  for  the  Clergy 
in  Directing,  Comforting,  and  Praying  with  the  Sick.  Compiled 
from  Approved  Sources.  With  an  Introduction.  By  WILLIAM 
H.  COPE,  M.A.,  Minor  Canon  and  Librarian  of  S.  Peter's,  West- 
minster, and  Chaplain  to  the  Westminster  Hospital;  and  HENRY 
STRETTON,  M.A.,  Curate  of  Chideock,  Diocese  of  Sarum,  late  Se- 
nior Assistant  Curate  of  S.  Paul's,  Knightsbridge.  lamo.  Calf, 
price  l6s.,  morocco  20s.  Also,  with  Silver  and  Gilt  clasps, 
comers,  &c. 

WALCOTT.— AN  ORDER  OF  ANTHEMS. 

Selected  Arom  the  New  Version  of  the  Psalter,  that  may  be 
followed  in  Parish  Choirs,  and  places  where  they  sing,  on  all 
Sundays  and  Holy  Days  and  Evens  observed  in  the  Church  of 
England.  By  the  Rev.  MACKENZIE  WALCOTT,  M.A.,  Curate 
of  S.  Margaret's,  Westminster.    On  a  Sheet,  price  2d. 

WATSON.— THE  PEOPLE,  EDUCATION,  AND  THE 
CHURCH.  A  Letter  to  the  Right  Rbv.  thk  Lord  Bishop  op 
ExKTBR,  occasioned  by  a  Letter  of  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Hook,  D.Dw, 
to  the  Right  Rbv.  thb  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  David's.  By  the 
Rev.  ALEXANDER  WATSON,  M.A.,  Curate  of  St  John's,  CheU 
tenham.    Reduced  to  is. 

"  **  An  elaborate  examination  of  the  whole  subject.    We  recommend 

H  especially  to  such  of  our  readers  who  take  an  active  interest  in  the 

education  of  the  Foot,**— English  Churchman. 


'26  NSW  WORKS   Pt7BLISHBD   BT 

WATSON.— THE  DEVOUT  CHURCHMAN;  or,  Diily 
Meditaticms  from  Advent  to  the  Close  of  the  Chiistiui  Year. 
Bdited  by  the  Rev.  ALEXANDER  WATSON.    In  S  VoU.    Price 

168. 

"Tliis  work  follows  the  order  and  arrangement  of  the  Cfanrcfa'i 
3rear,  and  is  of  an  eminently  practical  character.  We  can  cordialtr 
recommend  it  to  the  Clergnr  as  a  most  nsefnl  book  for  the  private  resd> 
ing  and  instruction  of  their  parishioners." — English  Churchman, 

WATSON.— SEVEN  SAYINGS  ON  THE  CROSS;  or. 

TheDyingCBRisT,  our  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King.  BeingaSexiei 
of  Sermons  preached  in  St.  John's  Church*  Cheltenham,  in  the 
Holy  Week,  1847.  By  the  Rev.  Ai.xxandb»  Watsoit,  MJL, 
Curate  of  the  Church.    8vo.  cloth,  price  ds. 

WEBB.— SKETCHES    OP    CONTINENTAL    ECCLE- 

SIOLOGY.— Ecdesiological  Notes  fax  Belgium,  the  Rhenish  Pro- 
vinces, Bavaria,  Tyrol,  Lombardy,  Tuscany,  the  Papal  States,  and 
Piedmont.  By  the  Rev.  Bbnjamin  Wkbb,  M.A.,  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Cambridge.    Demy  8vo.,  price  l6s. 

WHAT  SHALL  BE  DONE  TO  REGAIN  THE  LOST? 

or.  Suggestions  for  the  Working  of  Populoos  Parishes.  I>em7 
8vo.,  price  Sd.,  or  by  post,  4d. 

WffTTEHEAD.— COLLEGE  LIFE.  

Letters  to  an  Under- Graduate.    By  the  Rev.  THOMAS  WHTTB- 
HEAD,  M.A.,  late  FeUow  of  S.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  and 
Chaplain  to  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand.  Foolscap  8vo.  doth, 
38. 6d. 
"  The  author  of  Uiis  little  volume  has  left  behind  him  a  memorj 
which  must  be  long  and  dearly  cherished  by  those  who  knew  him,  and 
be  a  sul^ect  of  affectionate  interest  to  many  more,  who  are  merely 
acquainted  with  the  chief  points  of  his  short,  but  not  unserviceable 
life.    *    *    *    And  if  the  little  book  before  us  shall  aid  in  producing 
among  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed  the  tone  of  feeling  and  the  cha- 
racter stamped  upon  it  by  its  author,  it  will  do  no  contemptible  service 
to  the  Church  aX]axge,**'-Beclesitutie,  Jan.  I8i0. 

A  few  eopiet  on^  of  thU  interetHng  work  renudn  umaoUL 

WBAT.— CATHOLIC    REASONS    FOR   REJECTING 

THE  MODERN  PRETENSIONS  AND  DOCTRINES  OP  THE 
CHURCH  OF  ROME.  By  the  Rev.  CECIL  WRAY,  MJL. 
Incumbent  of  S.  Martin's,  Liverpool.  Fourth  n&ousand.  Price 
Sd.,  or  us.  per  lOO. 

WILLIAMS.— ANCIENT  HYMNS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

By  the  Rev.  ISAAC  WILLIAMS,  B.D.    18mo.  doth,  price  is.  6d. 
WILLIAMS.— HYMNS  ON  THE  CATECHISM. 
By  the  Rev.  I.  WILUAMS,  B.D.    l8mo.  doth,  price  8s. 

WILLIAMS.— SACRED  VERSES  WITH  PICTURES. 
By  the  Rev.  I.  WILLIAMS,  B.D.    8vo.  doth,  price  ISs. 
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Congrejgfattonal  anir  Cl^otr  Mviiiti 

FOR   THE   USE    OF   THE   ENGLISH    CHURCH. 


I.  tS>it  ^Psalter;  or,  psalms  of  BabOi, 

Pointed  as  they  are  to  be  sang^  in  Churches,  and  divided  and  ar- 
ranged  in  lines  to  Sixty-seven  of  the  Ancient  Chants  or  Tones  of  the 
Church,  with  a  view  to  general  congregational  singing.  Each  Psalm 
is  preceded  by  one  or  more  appropriate  Chants.  Price  2s.  A  specimen 
Copy  by  post,  as.  6d. 

Companion  to  the  Psalter. 

II.  S6ixti}»8ei)tn  IBlncicnt  Ci^nts  or  Sones  of  tf)e  CDi^ttrdft, 

Arranged  in  modem  notation,  and  in  four  parts  for  the  use  of  Choir, 
Congregational,  and  Accompanyist;  with  an  explanatory  dissertation 
on  the  construction,  right  accent,  and  proper  use  of  the  Ancient 
Tones.    Price  is.,  or  lOs.  6d.  per  doeen.   A  Copy  by  Post,  is.  2d. 

III.  ^e  ^^ticles,  ll^ns,  antr  Creetr 

Used  in  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer,  set  forth  and  divided  to  the 
Ancient  Tones  of  the  Church.  Each  one  preceded  by  a  Chant  in  four 
parts  for  the  use  of  Choir,  Congregation,  and  Accompanyist.  Price 
6d.,  or  j^2  per  lOO.    A  Copy  by  Post,  8d. 

IV.  ^e  Bcum  in  £owc  ^arts, 

With  Organ  Accompaniment,  founded  upon  the  Ancient  Melody  in 
the  Sarum  Antiphonal,  and  used  in  places  where  there  were  Quires 
during  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  and  in  subsequent  reigns.    Price  2s. 

V.  IBlntl^ems  Bxiti  Zztbittz  for  €D|)ttrcift  CDij^oirs, 

Containing  Seventy  select  pieces  by  the  finest  Composers,  and  suited 
for  every  Sunday  and  Festival  throughout  the  year ;  with  Organ  Ac- 
companiment. In  a  handsome  4to.  volume,  2 is.  cloUi.  The  Numbers 
may  also  be  had  separately. 

VI.  ISlntf^ems  antf  S6crbice8. 

Second  Series,  uniform  with  the  above. 
This  volume  contains  several  fine  and  scarce  compositions,  by 
Falestrina,  Marenzio,  Nanino,  &c. }  suited  to  the  great  Church  Sea- 
sons, commencing  with  Advent :  also  aTe  Deum,  Jubilate,  Magnificat, 
and  Nunc  Dimittis,  hitherto  unknown  in  this  country.    4to.  l2s.  cloth. 

YII.  lEasQ  ISLntiftems  for  tl^e  CDij^urci^  JpestilMils. 

Price  4s. 

VIII.  Introtts  atrapteTi  to  tij^e  course  of  tf^e  ^Ecclesiastical 
ffiear. 

The  music  selected  from  Ancient  Ritual  Sources,  and  harmonized 
either  for  unison  or  four  voices.    Price  5s. 
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MUSICAL  WORKS 

■DITSD  AND  ARRANOSD  BT 

HENRY  JOHN  GAUNTLETT,   Mus.  Doc. 


Ckintaining  upwards  of  309  Melodies  for  Metrical  Hymns,  suited  for 
Congregational  use,  with  Organ  Acoompanimeuts. 

THE  TUNES  ARE  ADAPTED  TO  EVERY  MEASURE  IN  USE. 

3Emroits  or  ^Prose  l^mns. 

Selected  from  the  Authorised  Version  of  the  Psalms  in  the  Hotj 
BiUe,  set  to  Plain  Tunes  or  Chant  Melodies,  and  arrangped  in  four 
parts  suitstble  for  congregational  smging. 

Treble,  Alto,  Tenor,  and  Bass  Parts  with  words,  each  6d.,  or  40b. 
per  100.    The  Organ  Part  for  accompaniment,  28. 

13i  Selection  from  t^e  ^ttire  ^pisalter, 

Being  the  Psalms  according  to  the  Use  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  set  forth  and  arranged  to  upwards  of  five  hundred  Chants ; 
each  Psalm  having  its  Chants  descriptive  of  the  emotive  character  of 
the  words,  and  divided  somewhat  after  the  manner  suggested  by  Bishop 
HOTsley. 

This  work  is  handsomely  printed  in  large  type  and  bold  music  note, 
and  is  published  in  separate  Psalters,  each  being  complete  with  words 
and  music. 

1.  The  Psalter  with  the  Treble  Part.— 2.  The  Psalter  witii  the  Alto 
Part.— 3.  The  Psalter  with  the  Tenor  Part— 4.  The  Psalter  with  tlie 
Bass  Part.— 6.  The  Psalter  with  the  parts  compressed  for  acconoqpani- 
ment. 

Jnp  of  which  may  be  had  singly. 

THE  SELECTION,  2s.  6d.  each  Vocal  Part.  The  Organ  Parl^  with 
words,  5s. 


General  Literature. 

BEZAirr.— GEOGRAPHICAL  QUESTIONS  classed  un- 
der heads,  and  interspersed  with  History  and  Gknkrai,  In- 
formation. Adapted  for  the  Use  of  Classes  in  Ladiks'  and 
Gbntlbmbn's  Schools,  and  to  the  purposes  of  Private  Teach- 
ing. By  J.  BEZANT,  Teacher  of  Geography,  the  Classics, 
Mathematics,  &c.    Demy  rsmo.,  strongly  bound,  iHrice  28. 

A  KEY  to  the  above,  price  2s.  bound  in  Leather. 

BLUNDELL.— LECTURES    ON    THE    PRINCIPLES 

AND  PRACTICE  OP  MIDWIFERY.  By  Jamks  Blundkll,  M.D., 
formerly  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  and  Physiology  at  Guy's  HospitaL 
Editedby  Ch  arlks  Sbvkrn,  M.D.,  Reg&^rar  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  London.    Royal  iSmo.,  neatly  bound  in  doth.    Price  os. 
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BUNBUBT.--EVENINGS  IN  THE  PYRENEES, 

COmpricdDg  the  Stories  of  Wanderers  from  many  Lands.    Edited 
and  arranged  by  Sblina  Bunbukt,  Author  of  **  Rides  in  the  Pyre- 
nees/' <*  Combe  Abbey,"  &c.  Post  Svo.,  with  Engravings,  price 
58.,  handsomely  bound. 
**  She  writes  well,  because  she  thinks  correctly »  and  there  is  often 
as  much  vigour  as  of  beauty  in  her  descriptions."— Fra«er'«  Magamne. 
"  Every  thing  that  Miss  fiuNBuar  sajrs  or  does  is  perfectly  and 
gracefully  feminine."— i^TatNi/  and  MUUwrjf  Gaxette, 

OI.ABK.~A  HAND-BOOK  FOR  VISITORS  TO  THE 

KENSAL  GREEN  CEMETERY.  By  Bbnjamin  Clark.  In 
royal  l8mo.,  in  a  neat  cover,  with  Four  Engravings,  price  is. 

CLAVIS  BOTANICA.  A  Key  to  the  Study  of  Botany ;  on 
the  System  arranged  by  Linnaus.  Fourth  Edition,  in  post  24mo., 
elegantiy  printed  on  tinted  paper,  with  Coloured  Frontispiece,    is. 

CUBTIS.--THE  YOUNG  NURSE'S  GUIDE ;  or,  IN- 

STRUCTIONS  UPON  THE  GENERAL  MANAGEMENT  OP 
THE  SICK.  By  Josbph  Curtis,  M.R.C.S.,  F.Z.S.,  one  of  the 
Surgeons  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Pancras.  Royal  l8mo.,  cloth  boards, 
price  as. 

CtJBTIS.— ADVICE  TO  YOUNG  MARRIED  WOMEN, 
and  those  who  have  the  Management  of  the  Ltino-in  Room, 
upon  the  General  Treatment  of  Females  during  Prkonanct  and 
CoNFiNBMBNT.    Sccoud  Edition.    Price  is. 

ELECTRO-CHEMICAL    COPYING    BOOK. 

Extra  size  large  post  4to.,  containing  340  leaves.  Price,  com- 
plete, with  Ink,  Sponge  Box,  &c.,  lOs.  6d. 

llie  attention  of  the  Clbrot,  Mbrcrants,  Bankbrs,  Profbssors, 
Authors,  and  every  class  of  Tradbsmkn,  is  called  to  this  unique 
Article;  the  simple  construction  of  which  enables  any  person  to  take 
a  Copy  of  his  Letters  or  other  Memoranda  instantiy,  without  the 
trouble  attending  the  Copying  Press.  It  will  be  of  peculiar  advantage 
to  Mncip^  by  enabling  them  to  take  their  own  copies  of  9]lprioat§ 
Letters  and  Papers. 

HAMILTON.— A  TREATISE  ON  THE  CULTIVATION 

of  the  PINE  APPLE ;  with  an  account  of  the  various  modes  adopted 
by  the  most  Eminent  Growers,  and  also  of  the  Author's  Method  of 
Growing  the  Vine  and  the  Cucumber  in  the  same  House;  a 
Description  of  the  Pine  Stove  used  at  Thomfield,  and  a  Plan  for 
the  Construction  of  Hothouses,  to  combine  the  Culture  of  these 
Plants ;  with  Receipts  for  the  Destruction  of  the  Insects  peculiar 
to  them.  By  JosBPH  Hamilton,  Gardenerto  F.  A.  Philips,  Esq., 
Thomfield,  near  Stockport.  Second  edition,  revised  and  cor- 
rected,  with  Drawings  of  Stoves,  &c.,  price  58. 
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HOWE.— LESSONS  ON  THE  GLOBES, 

On  a  Plan  entirely  new,  in  which,  instead  of  beiDe  separator 

studied,  they  are  taken  together  in  niostration  of  Terrestrial 

and  Celestial  Phsenomena :  with  Original  Familiar  Explanations 

of  the  ever-varying  circumstances  of  oar  Planet  and  the  Solar 

System  generally.     Illustrated  by  Fifty-eight  Engravings  on 

'    Wood.    ByT.  H.HOWE.    Demy  l2mo.,  price  Ob. 

**  In  regard  to  the  correctness  and  profundity  of  its  views,  tlie  bocd: 

is  vastly  superior  to  the  works,  upon  the  same  subject,  which  I  have 

known.*'       *       *       *       "I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  really  a  voy 

much  more  correct  and  learned  book  than  books  with  the  same  otd^ 

usually  are.*' — O.  B.  Airt,  Esq.,  Aatronomer  Royal, 

A  KEY  TO  THE  LESSONS  ON  THE  GLOBES.    Bound  in  Leather, 

price  3s.  6d. 
LITTLE  ANNIE  AND  HER  SISTERS.    By  E.  W.  H. 
Printed  on  Tinted  Paper,  with  a  beautiful  fVontispieoe,  embossed 
doth,  gilt  edges.    Price  is.  6d.— Watered  Cioral  Paper,  is. 
The  incidents  of  this  little  work  are  Facts,  and  relate  to  a  Flunily 
now  moving  in  the  highest  circle  of  Society. 

*'The  production  of  a  pure-mhided  and  accomplished  woman,  this 
sweet  little  tome  is  a  fit  offering  for  the  young." — Literary  Oazette. 

MEMORIALS    OF    THE    HIGHGATE     CEMETERY. 

With  an  Introductory  Essay  on  Epitaphs  and  Gravestone  Poetry. 
In  royal  l8mo.,  with  Engravings,  price  is. 

INTBLLKCTDAL  AMDSKMENT  FOK  ALL  SBASONS. 

PBIOE.— THE  MUSES'  RESPONSE,  a  Conversatioiial 
Game.    **  A  set  of  Orient  Pearls  at  random  strung.**    Selected  by 
the  MissBS  Pricb.    Price  as.  fid. 
The  object  of  these  Cards  is  to  lead  to  rational  amusement  and 
intellectual  conversation. 

BOBSON.— THE  OLD  PLAY-GOER. 

By  WILLIAM  ROBSON.  Post  8vo.,  price  78.  fid.  doth. 
**  Mr.  Robson's  admiration  of  John  Kemble  and  Mrs.  Siddons  is  an 
echo  of  our  own.  In  fact,  in  reading  his  work,  we  have  lived  over 
again  our  own  play-going  days.  Interspersed  with  his  reminiscences 
are  many  excellent  and  Judicious  reflections  upon  the  drama,  the 
stage,  and  theatrical  matters  generally.  The  volume,  which  is  dedi- 
cated  to  Charles  Kemble,  is  written  in  a  spirited  and  vigorous  style." 
—John  Bull, 

STRANGER'S  GUIDE  TO  PARIS. 
SINNETT.— PICTURE  OF  PARIS  &  ITS  ENVIRONS : 
comprising  a  Description  of  the  Public  Buildings,  Parks,  Churches, 
&c. ;  necessary  information  on  starting;  and  Notices  of  ttie  various 
Routes  from  the  Coast.  With  a  New  Map,  containing  bird*8  eye 
Views  of  Public  Buildings,  and  references  to  the  principal  Streets, 
Railway  Stations,  &c.  Price  5s;  strongly  bound. 
A  NEW  PLAN  OF  PARIS,  with  References  to  all  the 
Streets,  Squares,  &c.,  and  Engravings  of  the  Public  Buildings  in 
their  respective  situations,  by  which  the  Stranger  is  greatly 
assisted  in  travelling  through  the  Suburbs.    Price  as. 
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TmMOXTTH.— AN   INQUIRY    RELATIVE  TO    VA- 

RIOUS  IMPORTANT  POINTS  OF  SEAMANSHIP,  considered 
as  a  Branch  of  Practical  Science.  By  Nicholas  Tinmoittb, 
Master  Attendant  of  Her  Msjesty's  Dock-yard  at  Woohrich. 
8vo.,  cloth,  with  Engravings,  price  58. 6d. 

WAKEFmLD.— MENTAL  EXERCISES  FOR  JXJVE. 
NILE  MINDS.    By  Eliza  Wakbfibld.    Demy  l8mo.,  strongly 
bonnd.  Second  E^tion,  price  2s.    With  the  Key,  ss.  fld.    The 
Key  separate,  fld. 
*'The  exercise  of  oar  powers  is  ever  attended  with  a  degree  of  plea« 
sore,  which,  once  tasted,  nsoally  operates  as  a  sufficient  stimulus  to  a 
repetition  of  the  effort    This  holds  good  in  an  especial  manner  with 
respect  to  the  mental  powers ;  the  delight  accompanying  the  discovery 
of  truth,  the  legitimate  ol^ect  of  their  activity,  invariabty  disposes,  par- 
ticularly in  chflidren,  to  renewed  search,  and  imparts  a  disimtlnftMiitin 
with  all  that  is  not  convincingly  true." — Prtface, 

WAKEFIELD.— FIVE  HUNDRED  CHARADES  FROM 

HISTORY,  GEOGRAPHY,  AND  BIOGRAPHY.  Second  Series. 
Demy  ismo.,  bound  in  doth.  By  Eliza  Wakbfibld.  Price 
is.  6d. 


Cfte  3fttiifnfle  O^jjlfel&man^s;  Iflirarp* 


I   TALES  of  the  VILLAGE  CHILDREN.    By  the  Rev.  F. 

E.  PAGET.  First  Series,  including  "  The  Singers,"  "The  Wake," 
**The  Bonfire,"  "Beating  the  Bounds,"  "Hallowmas  Eve," 
"  A  Sunday  Walk  and  a  Sunday  Talk."  Snd  Edition.  l8mo., 
with  numerous  cuts,  neatly  bound  in  doth,  2s.  6d. 

*«*  For  School  Rewards,  &c.,  the  Tales  may  be  had  in  a  packet, 
sorted,  price  2s.,  or  4d.  eadi. 

IL  THE  HOPE  of  the  KATZEKOPFS.  A  Fairy  Tale, 
ninstrated  by  Scott.  Cloth,  Ss.  6d.  Second  Edition.  With  a 
Preface  by  the  Author,  the  Rev.  F.  E.  PAGET. 

IIL  HENRI  de  CLERMONT;  or,  the  Royalists  of  La 
Vendue.  A  Tale  of  the  French  Revolution.  By  the  Rev. 
WILLIAM  GRESLEY.    With  cuts,  cloth,  Ss. 

rV.  POPULAR  TALES  from  the  German,  includiiig 
Spindler»8  S.  Sylvbstbr's  Nioht  j  HaulTs  Cold  Hbart,  &c. 
With  cuts,  from  nranklin.    Cloth,  Is.  6d. 

V.  TALES  of  the  VILLAGE  CHILDREN.    By  the  Rev. 

F.  E.  PAGET.  Second  Series,  containing  "Merry  Andrew," 
Parts  I.  and  II.,  "  The  Pancake  BeU,"  "  The  April  FooL"  Second 
Editloa.    With  cuts,  cloth,  SS.  fld. 
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VL  THE  TRIUMPHS  of  the  CROSS.  TUes  and  Sketches 
of  ChristUui  Heroisou  Bjr  the  Rer.  J.  M.  NXALB.  Snii  BditioB. 
CtoUmuice  Ss. 

YII.  EARLY  FRIENDSHIP;  or,  the  Two  Cateduunena. 

Cloth«  price  is.  6d. 

VIII.  THE  SWEDISH  BROTHERS.    Cuts,  pxioe  Is.  6d. 

doth. 

IX.  THE  CHARCOAL  BURNERS.    Cloth,  price  Is.  6d. 

X.  LUKE  SHARP  ;  or,  Knowlbdob  without  Rbligiok. 
A  Tale  of  Modem  Sdocation.  By^tiie  Rer.  F.  S.  PAGET.  Rice 
Ss.(kL 

XL  GODFREY  DAVENANT;  Al^Oeof  School  Lm. 
By  the  Rer.  WILLIAM  E.  HEYGATE,  UJL,  Piice  Ss.  0d. 
*'We  question  whether  a  more  healthy,  impressiye,  and  earnest 
work  has  i^[>peared  in  that  osefiil  series.  We  do  not  know  one  whidi 
we  coold  more  heartily  reconunend  for  senior  boys,  llie  admonitioDS 
of  Dr.  Wilson,  the  head  master  of  the  school—an  orthodox  Dr.  Arnold, 
— and  the  example  and  counsel  of  Barrow,  his  most  ezemplarx  pupil, 
cannot  fail  to  have  a  beneficial  influence  upon  all  except  the  poeitiTely 
vicious,  debased,  and  callous.*'— -jSn^/isA  Ckmrckwum. 

XIL  LAYS  OF  FAITH  AND  LOYALTY.  By  the  Ven. 
Archdeacon  CHURTON,  M  Jk..,  Rector  of  Ccayke.    Tnce  8s. 

XIII.  TRIUMPHS  OF  THE  CROSS.  Part  IL  Chris- 
TiAN  Enduranck.  By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEALB,  MJL,  price 
ss. 

'*  Mr.  Neale  has  favoured  us  with  a  second  part  of  Tax  Tkiumpss 
OF  THB  Cross,  and  a  duunooing:  little  volume  it  is.  ...  We  do  tbiaik 
that  the  service  done  to  the  cause  of  truth  by  a  oareful  and  Jodidooe 
sdection  and  publication  of  such  stories  as  the  latter  ones,  eepcdaUy, 
of  this  series  is  very  oonddflrable.*'— feelsriosMc,  June»  184tf. 

XIV.  AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  STUDY  OF 
MODERN  GEOGRAPHY.  CarefuUy  compUedt  indudinr  tlM 
Latest  Discoveries,  and  a  Chapter  on  Ecdesiastical  Geography. 
By  the  Rev.  H.  HOPWOOD,  M.A.  With  a  Bfap  colonred  to 
show  the  Christian,  Heathen,  and  Mahometan  Countries,  »«|c»«i» 
Possessions,  &c.    Price  Ss.  6d. 

"We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  HorwooDldran'IntrodnctkiiitDttiettady 
of  Modem  Geography,*  which  i^pears  tousflur  superior  to  any  manual 
of  the  kind  yet  in  existence."— JBcelenastfe,  SepC  I84«.     • 
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XV.  COLTON  GREEN.  A  Tale  of  the  Black  Country, 
By  the  Rev.  WILLIAM  GRESLEY.    Price  2s.  6d. 

*'  The  able  and  excellent  author  displays  the  closest  intimacy  with 
the  people  and  the  circumstances  about  which  he  ymitea,**— Morning 
Pott. 

"  We  admire  this  little  volume  greatly  ourselves.  We  know  it  to 
have  been  admired  by  others ;  and  we  have  no  fear  but  that  such  of  our 
readers  as  procure  it  will  readily^Bll  in  with  our  opinions." — Theologian, 

XVI.  A  HISTORY  OF  PORTUGAL  from  its  erection 
into  a  separate  kingdom  to  the  year  1836.    Price  2s.  6d. 

"  Every  due  who  reads  it  will  And  himself  irresifrtibly  carried  on  to 
the  end." — Eecleaiaatie, 

XVII.  POYNINGS.  A  Tale  ofthe  Revolution.  Price  28. 6d. 
'*  A  spirited  and  stirring  Tale  of  the  Revolution.'*— £«;/e«{d<^. 

XVIII.  THE    MANGER    OF    THE    HOLY    NIGHT, 

with  the  Talk  of  the  Prince  Schreim dnd  and  the  Princess 
ScHWBiosTiLLA.     Ftom  the  German  of  Guido   Gorres.     By 
C.  E.  H.,  Morwenstow.    Sixteen  Illustrations.    Price  3s. 
'*  This  is  a  nice  Christmas  Tale,  with  a  good  moral.    The  Introduc- 
tion is  beautifully  written.**— English  Churchman, 

XIX.  STORIES  FROM  HEATHEN  MYTHOLOGY 
AND  GREEK  HISTORY,  for  the  Use  of  Christian  ChQdren.  By  the 
Rev.  J.  M.  Nbalb,  M.A.,  Author  of  '* Tales  of  Christian  Heroism,** 
«  Christian  Endurance,"  &c..  Warden  of  Sackville  CoUege,  East 
Grinsted.    2s. 

XX.  STORIES  FROM  THE  CHRONICLERS. 

(Froissart).  Illustrating  the  History,  Manners,  and  Customs 
of  the  Reign  of  Edward  III.  By  the  Rev.  HENRY  P.  BUNSTER, 
M.A.    Price  28. 6d. 


S^ubentte  iSngItoJgman'0  l^t^tottcal  ILt6rav&« 

A  HISTORY  OF  ROME. 

By  the  Rev.  SAMUEL  FOX,  M.A.,  F.S.A.    Price  3s. 

The  following  are  in  preparation : 
A  HISTORY  OF  SPAIN.     By  the    Rev.   BENNETT  O.  JOHNS, 

S.  Mark's  College,  Chelsea. 
A  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.    By  the  Rev.  JOSEPH  HASKOLL,  BJk. 
A  HISTORY  OF  GERMANY.    By  the  Rev.  A.  J.  HOWELL,  M.A. 
A  HISTORY  OF  HOLLAND.    By  the  Rev.  E.  H.  LANDON,  M.A. 
A  HISTORY  OF  GREECE.    By  the  Rev.  J.  M.  NEAL£>  M.A. 
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A  Hand-Book  of  English  Ecclesiology. 

In  Demy  ISmo.,  78.,  or  interleaved  and  bound  in  limp  calf  lOs. 

A  Few  Words  to  Churchwardens 

On  Chnrches  and  Church  Ornaments.  No.  I.  Suited  to  Country 
Parishes.  Now  ready,  the  Fourteenth  Edition,  revised.  Price  9d., 
or2ls.  per  hundred. 

A  Few  Words  to  Churchwardens 

On  Churches  and  Church  Ornaments.  No.  II.,  Suited  to  Town  or 
Manu£acturing  Parishes.    Sixth  Edition.    Price  3d. 

A  Few  Words  to  Church-Builders. 

Third  Edition,  entirely  rewritten.    Price  is. 

Appendix    to    the    former    Editions    of    a    ''Few 

Words  to  Church-Builders" ;  containing  Lists  of  Models  for  Win- 
dows, Fonts,  and  Rood-screens.    Price  fld. 

A  Few  Words  to  Parish  Clerks  and  Sextons. 

Designed  for  Country  Parishes.  A  Companion  to  the  "  Few  Words 
to  Churchwardens."    Second  Edition.    Price  ad. 

A  Few  Words  to  Churchwardens; 

Abridged  from  the  Two  Tracts  so  named.  Third  Editaon.  On  a 
sheet,  for  distribution,  or  suspension  in  Vestry-Rooms. 

Advice    to   Workmen    employed    in    Restoring    a 

Church.  New  Edition.  On  a  Sheet,  for  distrUmtlaii«  or  suspen- 
sion in  Vestry- Rooms.  ' 

Advice    to    Workmen    employed    in     Building   a 

Church.  New  Edition.  On  a  sheet,  for  distribution,  or  sui^en^ 
slon  in  Vestry-Rooms. 

Church    Enlargement   and    Church    Arrangement. 

Price  6d. 

The  History  and  Statisticks  of  Pues. 

Fourth  Edition,  corrected,  with  very  many  additions.    SB.6d. 
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A  Supplement  to   the   First  and  Second  Editions 

of  *'  The  History  of  Pues/'  containing  the  additional  matter  inserted 
in  the  Third  Edition.    Price  l  s. 

Twenty-four  Reasons   for   getting  rid    of   Church 

Pues.    Ninth  Edition.    Price  Id.  each,  or  68.  per  100. 

An  Argument  for  the  Greek  Origin  and   Meaning 

of  the  Monogram  I H  $.    Price  is.  6d. 

On  the  History' of  Christian  Altars. 

A  Paper  read  before  the  Cambridge  Camden  Society,  Nov.  38, 1844. 
Price  6d.    Second  Edition. 

Church  Schemes; 

Or  Forms  for  the  classified  description  of  a  Church.  Fourteenth 
Edition,  Folio :  for  rough  copies,  od.per  score  to  Members ;  is.  per 
score  to  Non- Members.— 4to :  for  transcription,  is.  per  score  to 
Members ;  2s.  6d.  per  score  to  Non-Members. 

The  Orientator. 

A  Simple  Contrirance  for  ascertaining  the  Orientation  of  Churches . 
In  a  case,  with  Dhrectlons  for  use  and  Catalogue  of  Saints'  Days. 
Price  2s. 

The  Report  of  the  Society  for  1846 ; 

Together  with  a  list  of  the  Members,  Laws,  &c.,  of  the  Society. 
Price  1  s.    (This  exhibits  a  general  view  of  the  constitution,  oljiiecto, 
and  operations  of  the  Society.) 
[Copies  of  the  Itepoits  for  1840, 1841, 1842, 1843,  and  1844,  may 
still  be  had.] 

The  Transactions  of  the  Cambridge  Camden  Society. 

Part  I.  A  Selection  from  the  Papers  read  before  the  Society  at  the 
Meetings  1 840-41 .    Royal  4to.    Price  5s.  6d. 

The  Transactions  of  the  Cambridge  Camden  Society. 

Part  II.  A  Selection  from  the  Papers  read  before  the  Society  at 
the  Meetings  1841-42. .  Royal  4to.    Plates.    6s. 

The  Transactions  of  the  Cambridge  Camden  Society. 

Part  III.  A  Selection  from  the  Papers  read  at  the  Ordinary  Meet- 
ings m  1843-45.    Royal  4to.    Price  7s.  6d. 

Working  Drawings  of  the  Middle-Pointed  Chancel 

of  All  Saints,  Hawton,  Nottinghamshire.    Engraved  in  Outline  by 
Mr.  J.  Lb  Kkux,  Sen.   Atlas  folio,  ^1.  5s.    (To  Members,  ^l,  is.) 
This  work  contains  Plans,  Sections,  and  Elerations  of  one  of  the 
finest  specimens  of  Parochial  Pointed  Architecture  in  the  kingdom. 

The  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre. 

Some  Account  of  the  Church  and  its  Restoration,  with  an  audited 
Statement  of  the  Treasurer's  Account.    Price  6d. 
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An  Exterior  View  of  the  Same  (as  restored  by  the 

Cambridge  Camden  Society.)    A  Tinted  lithograph,  2s.  6d. 

The  Interior  of  S.  Sepulchre's,  Cambridge : 

Taken  immediately  after  its  Restoration.    A  Tinted  liUiogrBph. 
Frioeis. 

Stalls  and  Screenwork  in  S.  Mary's,  Lancaster. 

A  Tinted  Lithograph.    Price  is. 

A  Lithograph  of  the  Font  and  Cover  in  the  Church 

of  S.  Edward  the  Confessor,  Cambridge,  (as  restored  by  the  Cam- 
bridge Camden  Society.)    is.  6d.  plain;  India  paper  88. 


(HitiStrattonjet  of  iPlonumental  JivaiiU. 

ynOk  accompanying  historical  descriptions,  and  many  Architectoral 
Lithographs.    Complete  in  6  parts. 

No.  II.  68.  plain;  India*paper  Frooft,  7s.  6d. 

Nos.  I.,  III.,  IV.,  v.,  and  VI.,  8s.  plain;  India-paper  Proofs,  los.  6d. 


iitdtrumenta  ^uUsinstim* 

Edited  by  the  Cambridge  Camden  Society. 
A  series  of  Working  Designs  for  the  Fumitare,  Fittings,  and  Decora- 
tions of  Churches  and  their  Precincts.    In  12  Parts,  price  2s.  6d. 
each,  or  1  Vol.  bound,  price  ^l.  lis.  6d. 


Designs  approved  by  the  Ecdesiological  late  Cambridge  Camden 
Society  for  Chalices,  Patens,  Alms  Dishes,  Altar  Crosses,  Candlesticks, 
and  other  Altar  Fumitare  may  be  obtained  through  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Society,  or  by  applicatian  to  William  Buttxrfikld,  Esa.»  4,  Adam 
Street,  Addphi. 

Church  Grates,  (for  wanning  Churches,)  and  Coronse  Lads,  or 
Chandeliers,  Padlocks,  &c.,  from  Mb.  Pottbb,  South  Molton  Street^ 
Oxf6rd  Street. 

flowered  Qaarries,  from  Messrs.  Powell,  White  Friars  Glassworks. 

Ixmdon :  J.  Mastbrs,  Alderagate  Street,  Publisher  tofhe  Society. 


